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This leaflet explains the role of 
Community Network Panels and 
summarises the public’s rights to 
attend meetings and to access 
meeting papers.  

Generally, Community Network 
Panel meetings will follow the 
rules relating to meetings set out 
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in Cornwall Council’s Constitution, 
particularly the Annual General 
Meetings for each Community 
Network Panel. 
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Community Network Areas 
and Panels 
Cornwall Council recognises that we can’t solve all the issues 
that communities face on our own and so elected Members 
and officers work with local councillors and other key partners 
to coordinate our activities locally. 

Key to local partnership working is the Community Network Areas 
(CNAs).  There are 19 CNAs covering the whole of Cornwall, based around 
groupings of parishes and electoral divisions.  

Each CNA has a “Community Network Panel”. These are local forums 
which operate as partnerships comprising the Cornwall Councillors and 
representatives from town and parish councils within the CNA. Panel 
meetings are open to the public. 

The Panels are able to invite local organisations and other service 
providers like the police and health services to join them at their 
meetings. The Panels are supported by, primarily, the Council’s 
Communities and Devolution team. 

The role of the Panels includes: 

•	 Discussing current issues affecting the CNA and agreeing ways to 
progress these by working together in partnership 

•	 Agreeing local priorities, with a view to influencing Cornwall-wide 
strategies, local service delivery mechanisms and local projects 

•	 Generally working together to promote the social, economic and 
environmental wellbeing of their communities; build relationships 
between local partners; and strengthen community cohesion. 

4 



The Community Network 
Areas (CNAs) are: 
• Bodmin 
• Bude 
• Caradon (Callington area) 
• Camborne, Pool and Redruth 
• Camelford 
• China Clay 
• Cornwall Gateway  

(Saltash and Torpoint area) 
• Falmouth and Penryn 
• Hayle and St Ives 
• Helston and South Kerrier 
• Launceston 
• Liskeard and Looe 
• Newquay and St Columb 

Padstow 

• St Agnes and Perranporth 
• St Austell and Mevagissey 
• St Blazey, Fowey and Lostwithiel 
• Truro and Roseland 
• Wadebridge and Padstow 
• West Penwith 

Bude 

Launceston 
Camelford 

Wadebridge 

Newquay 

Perranporth 

Truro Redruth 
St Ives 

Camborne 
Hayle 

2 Penryn 
Penzance 

Falmouth 
Helston 

Bodmin Liskeard Callington 

Roche Saltash 

Fowey 
Looe Torpoint 

St Austell 

The sort of issues that Community 
Network Panels discuss include: 

• economic development; 
• the environment; 
• community planning; 
• regeneration, conservation; 
• community safety; 
• and transport and highway issues. 
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Attending Community 
Network Panel meetings 
All Community Network Panel meetings are open for the 
public and press to attend.  Cornwall Council hopes that 
people will take advantage of this opportunity to see 
local partnership working in action. 

The public cannot take part in the formal debates or votes at Community 
Network Panel meetings, as this is the role of the Cornwall Councillors 
and town and parish councillors. However, some Community Network 
Panels have agreed special arrangements for the public to have their 
say at Panel meetings, such as having a public question session; further 
details are available from the Communities and Devolution team (see 
page 10 for contact details).  

The venue and time of Panel meetings is advertised on a calendar of 
meetings along with the meeting agendas (see page 7). 

Every effort is made to ensure Panel meetings take place in venues that 
are accessible to all.  

Wherever reasonably practicable, space will be set aside in the meeting 
room for the public and media. The Communities and Devolution team 
will ensure there is adequate space to view and hear the meeting, a 
reasonable number of seats and, if requested and available at the venue, 
a desk or table for those wanting to report on the meeting (see page 8 
for more information on reporting and recording meetings).  

“Every effort is made to 

ensure Panel meetings take 

place in venues that are 

accessible to all.”
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Arrangements for Community 
Network Panel meetings 
Calendar of meetings 
Each Panel will agree a calendar of meeting dates for the forthcoming 
year, including an Annual General Meeting. Once agreed, this is made 
available by the Communities and Devolution team on the relevant 
Community Network page of our website www.cornwall.gov.uk/ 
communitynetworks and displayed in the One Stop Shop/s within the 
CNA. If meeting dates have to be altered, a meeting is cancelled, or an 
additional meeting is called, an updated version of the calendar will be 
published. 

Meeting papers 
The Communities and Devolution team will publish an agenda a week 
before each Panel meeting1. The agenda will be available to view at 
the One Stop Shop/s within the CNA and on the relevant Community 
Network page of the Cornwall Council website www.cornwall.gov.uk/ 
communitynetworks. 

Any other meeting papers sent to Panel members with the agenda 
will be published at the same time and in the same way. In exceptional 
circumstances it may be necessary to restrict certain information. In 
the extremely unlikely event that this is necessary the reasons will be 
published.  

If an item is added to the published agenda, a revised agenda will be 
made available on the website and at the One Stop Shop/s. 

Where meeting papers are published after the agenda has been 
published, these will be made available to the public as soon as they are 
available to Panel members. 

1 Agendas will be published at least 5 clear working days before the meeting.  For 
example, if the meeting is on a Wednesday, the agenda will normally be published 
by the Tuesday of the week before the meeting. 
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A reasonable number of copies of agendas and meeting papers will be 
provided for the public at Panel meetings. 

After the meeting, the Communities and Devolution team will produce a 
brief record of the meeting (minutes, notes or a newsletter) which will be 
published on the website within 10 working days of the meeting. 

The Communities and Devolution team will supply copies of the 
documents set out below to any person who asks for them. If we supply 
them in hard copy there may be a charge but we will let you know what 
it is in advance.  Copies provided by e-mail will be free and you can also 
self-serve by visiting the CNA area on the Council’s web site.  

(i) Published Panel agendas and meeting papers 

(ii) The record of the meeting, once published on the website. 

Reporting and recording 
Community Network Panels 
The public and media are welcome to report on and record 
Community Network Panel meetings as long as they follow 
the basic rules established by the Council and which are 
available on the Council’s web site. 

The Council’s policy permits the recording, filming and broadcasting of 
meetings – and also the use of social media to report on meetings – as 
long as this is carried out in a way that is non-disruptive. 

If anyone wishes to record or report a meeting please let the 
Communities and Devolution team know in advance, so that the team 
can consider any particular needs you might have and provide any 
assistance they reasonably can.  
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Key points from the Council’s policy include:  

• Prior to the meeting, filming and recording may be undertaken from 
the floor of the meeting but must cease and all filming or recording 
equipment removed not later than 10 minutes prior to the scheduled 
start of the meeting. 

• During meetings, filming by broadcasters must only be from the 
media area, public gallery or specific space designated by the Council. 

• Members of the public are permitted to film or record meetings in a 
non-disruptive manner and only from public areas. 

• The use of digital and social media recording tools, for example 
Twitter, blogging or audio-recording is allowed as long as it is carried 
out in a non-disruptive manner. 

• Oral commentary at meetings is not permitted as this would be 
disruptive. 

• The filming or recording of members of the public is prohibited 
in circumstances where they are not making representations to 
the meeting and the Council will take such action as it considers 
appropriate against any person found to be contravening this 
restriction. 

• The Chairman of the meeting, or any such Council representative as 
designated by the Chairman, has the capacity to stop a meeting and 
take appropriate action if any person contravenes these principles or 
is deemed to be filming or recording in a disruptive manner. 

• Any person or organisation choosing to film, record or broadcast 
any meeting is responsible for any claims or other liability resulting 
from them so doing and by choosing to film, record or broadcast 
proceedings they accept that they are required to indemnify the 
Council, its members and officers in relation to any such claims or 
liabilities. 

• The Council will display the requirements as to filming, recording 
and broadcasting at meeting venues and those undertaking these 
activities will be deemed to have accepted them whether they have 
read them or not. 
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Further information 
If you would like further information, please contact the 
Communities and Devolution team in your Community 
Network area. 

Details can be found at: 
www.cornwall.gov.uk/communitynetworks 

Telephone: 
0300 1234 100 
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If you would like this information in another language 
or format please contact: 
Cornwall Council, County Hall, 
Treyew Road, Truro TR1 3AY 
Telephone: 0300 1234 100 
Email: enquiries@cornwall.gov.uk 
www.cornwall.gov.uk 

Join us on Facebook 

Follow us on Twitter @cornwallcouncil 

Dec 2014 JN37724 

www.cornwall.gov.uk
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