
Useful Information 

 

Sanitary Facilities 

The number of public toilets you will need for your event will depend on how 

many people you expect to attend and how long your event will last.  

For events lasting six hours or more you will need: 

 one toilet per 100 women  

 one toilet per 500 men  

 one urinal per 150 men  

For events lasting less than six hours you will need: 

 one toilet per 120 women  

 one toilet per 600 men  

 one urinal per 175 men  

For shorter events you can reduce the number of toilets: 

 Events of 4-6 hours need 75% of the full quota of toilets  

 Events of less than 4 hours need 70% of the full quota of toilets  

At a minimum you will need to provide one handwashing facility with soap and 

towels per 10 toilets, but ideally you should provide one per five toilets. You will 

also need to provide toilets with disabled access and should consider providing 

mother and baby units. 

Toilets need to comply with British Standards, be protected from bad weather 

and trip hazards and should have non-slip flooring. They should be well 

signposted and have easy access. You will also need to allow room for queues to 

form at peak times. If your event is spread over a large area, you will need to 

provide toilets in more than one location. 

You will need to ensure that the facilities are kept clean and well stocked. If no 

hot water is available, you will need to provide anti-bacterial handwash. 

Think about how frequently the toilets will need to be cleaned. If you are hiring 

portable toilets, you may be able to arrange cleaning with the supplier. If you 

are using permanent toilets that are already on site, you will need to make 

arrangements for cleaning with the site owner. If you use your own staff to look 

after the toilets, they must be trained in the use of personal protective 

equipment and you will need to carry out a Control of Substances Hazardous to 

Health (COSHH) assessment. 

Always ensure you have a contact number for the toilet supplier in case of 

unforeseen circumstances. 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/coshh/
http://www.hse.gov.uk/coshh/


 

Waste Management 

Most events create a lot of waste, including paper and cardboard, food waste, 

glass, plastics, cans, construction materials and even medical waste from first 

aid stations.  

You will need to hire a specialist waste contractor, who will provide suitable bins, 

preferably with lids. These will need to be placed around the site and emptied 

frequently.  

You may also need people to act as litter pickers to collect any rubbish that is 

not put in the bins. Anyone emptying bins or picking litter will need appropriate 

protective clothing, e.g. safety footwear, waterproof clothing, gloves and high 

visibility waistcoats. 

You will need to make arrangements for store the waste on site until the event 

closes or regular waste collections take place. If your event will last more than 

one day, you may also need to hire specialist cleaning vehicles to clean your 

event site overnight. 

You should also think whether you could have recycling bins at your event. 

 


