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SA of the Cornwall Local Plan: Strategic Policies

Non-Technical Summary
What is sustainability appraisal?
A Sustainability Appraisal (SA) has been undertaken to inform the development of the Cornwall Local Plan:
Strategic Policies 2010-2030.
SA is a process that Local Planning Authorities such as Cornwall Council are legally bound to undertake for
their Local Plans. The SA has incorporated a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) process as
required by the SEA Regulations and to satisfy the requirements of the European Union’s SEA Directive.
Local Planning Authorities use SA to assess Local Plans against a set of sustainability objectives developed
in consultation with interested parties. The purpose of the appraisal is to help avoid negative environmental
and socio-economic effects and identify opportunities to improve the environmental quality of Cornwall and
the prosperity and quality of life of Cornwall’s residents through the Local Plan.

Details of the Cornwall Local Plan: Strategic Policies 2010-2030
1

Cornwall Council is currently preparing a new Local Plan to replace the district Local Plans and the Cornwall
Minerals Local Plan and the Cornwall Waste Local Plan. The key document for the new Local Plan will,
when adopted, be the Cornwall Local Plan: Strategic Policies 2010-2030 document. This will set out the
land use policies to meet Cornwall’s economic, environmental and social needs and aims for the future, and
set the framework for all subsequent documents prepared which form part of the Local Plan. This includes
the forthcoming Allocations Development Plan Document, a Travelling Communities Site Allocations
Development Plan Document and a Cornwall Minerals Safeguarding Plan Development Plan Document. It
will also set the framework for Neighbourhood Plans prepared in Cornwall. Key information relating to the
Cornwall Local Plan: Strategic Policies is presented in Table NTS1.
Table NTS1 Key facts relating to the Cornwall Local Plan: Strategic Policies
Name of Responsible Authority

Cornwall Council

Title of document

Cornwall Local Plan: Strategic Policies 2010-2030

Subject

Spatial plan

Purpose

The Strategic Policies will set out the overall strategy for the future
growth within Cornwall in the period to 2030 and be the key document
for the Cornwall Local Plan. The Cornwall Local Plan will replace the
saved policies of previous district Local Plans in Cornwall.

Timescale

To 2030

Area covered by the plan

Cornwall

Summary of content

The Strategic Policies will set out the spatial vision, objectives and
strategy for the spatial development of Cornwall and strategic policies
and proposals to deliver the vision for the period 2010-2030.

SA contact point

Sarah Arden, Strategic Policy Team, Cornwall Council Top Floor,
Circuit House, St Clement Street, Truro, TR1 1DT
Email address: SArden@cornwall.gov.uk
Telephone number: 01872 224294

1

Including the Caradon, Carrick, North Cornwall. Penwith and Restormel Local Plans
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Purpose of this SA Report Addendum
The SA Report Addendum, which accompanies the Proposed Schedule of Further Focused Changes to the
2
Cornwall Local Plan Strategic Policies is the latest document to be produced as part of the SA process.
The purpose of this SA Report Addendum is to:
•

Identify, describe and evaluate the likely significant effects of the updated Strategic Policies
document and any reasonable alternatives; and

•

Provide an opportunity for statutory consultees, interested parties and the public to offer views on
any aspect of the SA process.

The SA Report Addendum contains the following elements:
•

An outline of the contents and main objectives of the Strategic Policies and its relationship with other
relevant policies, plans and programmes;

•

A description of the current state of the environment and key sustainability issues;

•

The SA Framework of objectives and appraisal questions against which the Strategic Policies
document has been assessed;

•

The appraisal of alternative approaches for the Strategic Policies;

•

The likely significant effects of the Strategic Policies;

•

The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset any significant adverse
effects as a result of the Strategic Policies; and

•

The next steps for the Strategic Policies and the accompanying SA process.

Assessment of reasonable alternatives for the Strategic Policies
A key requirement of the SEA Regulations is to appraise ‘reasonable alternatives’ for the Strategic Policies.
To address this requirement, a number of alternative approaches have been considered in relation to the
amount, broad location and distribution of new housing development to be taken forward through the
Cornwall Local Plan.
More specifically, reasonable alternatives have been considered in regard to the following elements:
•

Overall housing numbers for the Local Plan;

•

Broad locations of housing to deliver the uplift required to address the proportion of Cornwall’s
housing stock which are second homes / holiday homes;

•

Alternative approaches to distributing housing based on a focus on: affordable housing provision;
landscape constraints; and economic priorities;

•

Alternative distributions strategies within specific Community Network Areas in Cornwall; and

•

Consideration of the preferred strategy against an alternative distribution strategy which focuses
development on the Main Towns of Cornwall.

The reasonable alternatives, and the findings of the appraisal of these alternatives, are presented below.

2
Proposed Schedule of Further Focused Changes to the Cornwall Local Plan Strategic Policies Proposed Submission Document –
2010-2030 (March 2014) and Schedule of Focused Changes (August 2014)
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Figure NTS1 Reasonable alternatives considered for the Strategic Policies
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Appraisal of ‘How Much’ Development options (Options HM1-HM3)
A key question for the SA to consider is how much development should be taken forward through the Local
Plan.
To consider this in more detail, three broad growth strategy alternatives for housing delivery in the period to
2030 were appraised:
•
•
•

HM1: Previous housing numbers put forward through the ‘Submission’ version of the Strategic
Policies: 47,500 dwellings
HM2: Submission version plus uplift to reflect second home/holiday homes and vacancy rate: 51,500
dwellings
HM3: Submission version plus uplift to reflect affordable housing need: 55,000 dwellings

Key messages from appraisal of these three alternatives:
•

•

•

Whilst Option HM1 in some respects limits the scope for environmental effects, the reduced level of
housing delivery through this option may also limit opportunities for enhancing the economic
prospects and quality of life of Cornwall residents. The higher growth options (Options HM2 and
HM3) therefore have additional potential for supporting the viability of amenities and public transport
networks through population growth. Similarly, increased housing growth may enhance the vitality of
Cornwall’s settlements, including through supporting the provision of services and facilities, and
promoting economic and employment opportunities.
Through proposing higher housing growth in Cornwall in the plan period (55,000 dwellings compared
to 47,500 and 51,500), Option HM3 has additional potential to increase pressures on the Cornish
environment. This has the potential to result from an increased level of housing delivery, which will
increase the potential for impacts on landscape character, the historic environment and biodiversity
networks in particular. The option also has greater scope to lead to effects on air quality and noise,
lead to the increased loss of greenfield land, promote additional waste management requirements
and lead to larger increases in greenhouse gas emissions.
Option HM2 is likely to provide a more balanced approach between supporting the vitality of
settlements and the prosperity and quality of life of Cornwall’s residents whilst also providing
increased scope to limit environmental effects.

What approach has Cornwall Council take in light of these findings?
Cornwall Council has chosen to increase the overall housing target in line with option HM2, but with an
additional 1,000 dwellings to meet need arising from the economic strategy being pursued. This results in an
increase to 52,500. This increase on the previous figure of 47,500 reflects consideration of updated
population projections, an assessment of the impact of housing market signals, the economic strategies of
the Council and the Local Enterprise Partnership and job projections, the need for affordable homes, the
impact of second and holiday homes, and how the Local Plan supports the needs of particular groups.
Appraisal of options for second home/holiday home uplift
Whilst the overall housing target for the Local Plan incorporates the uplift required for second homes /
holiday homes, there is a need to consider the question of where additional housing should be located to
compensate for the removal of second / holiday homes from the housing stock. To consider this issue in
more detail two options were appraised:
•
•

HH1: Delivery of additional housing in those areas with a disproportionate number of existing second
homes / holiday homes; or
HH2: Delivery of additional housing spread across Cornwall more widely, with no specific locational
focus.
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Key messages from the appraisal of these two alternatives:
•

•

•

•

Given that affordable housing need in Cornwall is often highest at the locations with a larger
proportion of second/holiday homes, Option HH1 has increased potential to support the provision of
affordable, social and key worker housing and housing which supports a range of household sizes,
ages and incomes.
Option HH1 is likely to focus the additional 10% uplift for housing required to address
second/holiday homes and the vacancy rate within areas of Cornwall with high environmental
sensitivity, including coastal areas. This is reflected 1) by the large number of nature conservation
designations present in the parishes where additional development would be located through this
option and 2) the location of the vast majority of parishes with over 15% of the housing stock as
second/holiday homes being located within the Cornwall AONB. Due to these environmental
sensitivities, the additional focus of housing growth in these locations through Option HH1 has the
potential to lead to unacceptable effects related to landscape character and biodiversity.
Option HH2, through spreading development across Cornwall rather than in the areas with a higher
proportion of holiday / second homes, will enable an increased proportion of development to take
place on previously developed land and limit housing growth’s contribution to congestion.
Option HH2 will also promote opportunities for the reuse and rejuvenation of heritage assets and
support accessibility to services and facilities across a broader range of locations.

What approach has Cornwall Council take in light of these findings?
Cornwall Council has chosen to spread development across Cornwall rather than focusing an uplift in areas
with a higher proportion of second/holiday homes. This is because of the significant negative effects related
to landscape character and biodiversity under option HH1. Although there is a high expressed need for
affordable housing in coastal areas, preference is often expressed for affordable housing in towns, where
access to services and employment is easier, making option HH2 preferable overall.
Appraisal of distribution options
Four distribution strategies were been considered for delivering the proposed 52,500 dwellings in Cornwall
over the period of the Cornwall Local Plan. These options are configured on the basis of the 19 Community
Network Areas (CNAs) established for the purposes of the Local Plan.
In this context four different approaches have been considered. These are presented below and on the map
below.
•
•
•
•

Option D1 comprises a ‘pro-rata’ distribution of development across the CNAs on the basis of the
proportion of existing households in each CNA.
Option D2 comprises a pro-rata distribution adjusted to avoid impacts on the Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONBs) present in Cornwall and their settings.
Option D3 comprises a pro-rata distribution adjusted to reflect affordable housing need across
Cornwall.
Option D4 comprises a pro-rata distribution adjusted to reflect the aims of the Cornwall and Isles of
Scilly Local Enterprise Partnership and Cornwall Council’s economic strategies.

Below is a broad summary of the appraisal under each option, denoting for which locations the option has
increased potential for significant negative effects.
Option D1: Potential significant effects in vicinity of:
•
•

Areas of West Penwith outside of Penzance/Newlyn (including increased potential for effects on
AONB)
Areas of the Helston and the Lizard CNA outside of Helston (increased potential for effects on the
AONB and numerous international/national nature conservation designations)
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•
•

•
•
•
•

Areas of Falmouth-Penryn CNA outside of Falmouth-Penryn (increased potential for effects on
AONB and international/national nature conservation designations)
Areas of Truro and Roseland CNA outside of Truro-Threemilestone-Shortlanesend (increased
potential for effects on AONB, World Heritage Site (WHS) and international/national nature
conservation designations)
Areas of Wadebridge CNA outside of Wadebridge (increased potential for effects on AONB)
Areas of Liskeard and Looe CNA outside of Liskeard and Looe (increased potential for effects on
AONB and international/national nature conservation designations)
Caradon CNA (increased potential for (increased potential for effects on AONB and WHS)
Areas of Cornwall Gateway CNA outside of Saltash and Torpoint (increased potential for effects on
AONB and international/national nature conservation designations)

Option D2: Potential significant effects in vicinity of:
•
•
•

Parts of CPR CNA outside of Camborne, Pool and Redruth (increased potential for effects on WHShowever also increased potential for enhancements to historic environment)
Camelford CNA (increased potential for effects on international/national nature conservation
designations)
Saltash (increased potential for effects on European and nationally designated nature conservation
sites)

Option D3: Potential significant effects in vicinity of:
•

Torpoint (increased potential for effects on international/national nature conservation designations)

Option D4: Potential significant effects in vicinity of:
•
•
•

Penzance-Newlyn (increased potential for effects on European and nationally designated nature
conservation sites and heritage assets)
Camborne, Pool and Redruth (increased potential for effects on WHS; however also increased
potential for enhancements to historic environment)
Falmouth-Penryn (increased potential for effects on international/national nature conservation
designations)

The key socio-economic messages from the appraisal of the four options are as follows:
•

•

•

•

•

Option D1 is less likely to support economic development in the settlements areas with the strongest
economic growth potential. In particular Option D1 is likely to restrict economic development at
Falmouth/Penryn, Truro/Threemilestone and Bodmin, which have been identified as key locations for
economic growth in Cornwall.
Option D2, through restricting development in the vicinity of the AONB, has the potential to limit
housing delivery in locations with established need. Similarly, the option may undermine the vitality
and viability of some settlements and limit the scope for enhancements to services, facilities and
public transport networks. These locations could include St. Just-in-Penwith, Fowey, Gunnislake
and St Agnes.
Theoretically, through directing development to the areas of greatest affordable housing need,
Option D3 will do most to deliver housing in the locations with greatest overall need. However, this
may be at the expense of the delivery of housing in other areas, contributing to affordability issues in
these locations.
Option D4 will do more to direct housing to the locations earmarked for economic growth. This will
do more to match housing supply with local employment opportunities, supporting accessibility to
these locations.
Through delivering a lower level of housing in Camborne, Pool and Redruth, Options D1 and D2 are
less likely to support the regeneration and vitality of this area.

SA Report Addendum January 2016: Non-Technical Summary

NTS6

SA of the Cornwall Local Plan: Strategic Policies

SA Report Addendum January 2016: Non-Technical Summary

NTS7

SA of the Cornwall Local Plan: Strategic Policies
How has Cornwall Council formulated the preferred strategy in light of these findings?
Cornwall’s Local Plan spatial strategy is to support all communities. The approach to housing distribution starts on the
basis of a pro rata distribution; the level of growth is linked to the scale of the existing community.
However, while this forms the starting point for the approach, the distribution of growth also needs to reflect a number
of other factors which influence whether the level of development should be increased or reduced from pro rata in a
given CNA. These factors are:
•
•
•
•

Environmental and policy constraints;
Higher than pro-rata need for affordable housing;
Whether economic objectives would result in a need for additional housing; and
Assessment of deliverability (based on previous rates and land availability).

Informed by the appraisal, the Council has taken into account these factors to establish a preferred strategy.
Environmental and policy constraints include areas of constraint in capacity due to national or European
designations such as AONB, WHS and Special Areas of Conservation. Assessments have been made in areas of
high landscape sensitivity of the notional capacity to provide for development outside of those designations, which
involves a reduction in the level of growth from a pro rata position for some areas. There is also a reduction in levels
of housing growth in south east Cornwall, reflecting concerns from Cornwall Council’s Duty to Cooperate partners, e.g.
Plymouth City Council around key infrastructure, such as the Tamar crossing points.
In addition to areas of constraint, there are areas where higher than pro rata growth is proposed. While affordable
housing is an issue across Cornwall, there are areas of particularly high need. Areas with a significantly higher level
of need compared to their population size are set out below. These areas would normally be expected to be a focus
for above pro rata growth unless mitigated by other factors (measured as a more than 10% higher level of affordable
housing need, Band A-D with local connection from the Cornwall Homechoice Register, compared to the pro rata
number of dwellings).
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Penzance with Newlyn
Hayle
Helston
Camborne Pool Illogan Redruth
Falmouth and Penryn
Truro and Threemilestone with Shortlanesend
St Austell
China Clay
Bodmin
Wadebridge
Launceston
Liskeard
Torpoint

Areas of economic strategy: The Council’s economic strategy identifies key areas of focus which need to be
considered when developing an approach to housing distribution. In these areas a higher than pro rata level of growth
is proposed unless constrained by other factors. This would normally be an uplift of at least 20% above pro rata level
of growth absorbing development from more constrained areas. The identified areas of focus are set out below:
•
•
•
•
•

Penzance and Newlyn
Hayle
Camborne, Pool, Illogan, Redruth
Helston Goonhilly
Falmouth, Penryn
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Truro and Threemilestone
Newquay, China Clay, Bodmin, Eco Community, St Austell
Newquay and China Clay
St Austell
The Eco Community proposals at West Carclaze
Bodmin
Launceston
Saltash

Where growth is constrained to the extent that it cannot be provided on a pro rata basis in the rural area of the CNA,
the equivalent pro rata growth will be provided elsewhere based upon the following cascade:
•
•

Provision within the named main settlement of the CNA;
Provision within the neighbouring network area or, if not feasible, the travel to work areas linked to areas
uplifted for economic or affordable housing need.

Delivery: allocations proposed on the above basis are assessed against likely delivery in the plan period or existing
level of commitments and adjusted where it is considered that delivery at pro rata is unlikely to be achievable within
the plan period.
These stages have been informed by the findings of the SA to ensure that they represent a balanced approach to
distribution.
Consideration of further reasonable alternatives for specific CNAs
To further consider elements related to the potential distribution strategy for the Local Plan, a number of additional
sets of reasonable alternatives have been considered. These relate to the following CNAs:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

West Penwith CNA
Newquay and St Columb CNA
St Austell CNA/China Clay CNA/Ecotown
St Blazey, Fowey and Lostwithiel CNA
Wadebridge and Padstow CNA
Camelford CNA
Bude CNA
Liskeard and Looe CNA
Caradon CNA
Cornwall Gateway CNA

The reasonable alternatives considered for each of these CNAs, and a summary of the key findings of the appraisal of
these alternatives are presented in Section 4.6 of the SA Report Addendum.
Appraisal of the preferred spatial strategy vs a Main Town focus
Following the appraisal of the above sets of ‘reasonable alternatives’, the relative merits of the preferred spatial
strategy (Option A) for the Local Plan were compared with an option which focused additional housing on the Main
Towns of Cornwall (Option B). The purpose of the appraisal was to highlight the potential sustainability trade-offs that
may be required if the preferred spatial strategy is taken forward in comparison to an approach which focuses
development within Cornwall’s larger towns.
In terms of potential significant effects, the appraisal highlighted the following:
Option A: No potential significant effects identified.
Option B: Potential significant effects identified in the vicinity of:
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•
•
•

Penzance/Newlyn (increased potential for effects on European and nationally designated nature conservation
sites and heritage assets)
Camborne, Pool and Redruth (increased potential for effects on WHS; however, also increased potential for
enhancements to historic environment)
Falmouth-Penryn (increased potential for effects on international/national nature conservation designations)

The key socio-economic messages identified through the appraisal were as follows:
•

•

•
•

Option B, through focussing new development in the Main Towns is less likely to support the vitality of smaller
settlements in Cornwall. In this context the viability of services and facilities in these settlements will likely be
undermined. This will have implications for accessibility for those living in or near smaller settlements.
Option B, which directs an increased level of housing provision to the Main Towns will promote accessibility
through directing housing to the settlements with the broadest range of services and facilities. This will, in
theory, support accessibility to the wider choice of amenities present in these locations. Locating a higher
proportion of housing in closer proximity to these amenities will also encourage the use of sustainable modes
of transport, including walking and cycling and public transport.
Through limiting development to the Main Towns, Option B is less likely to meet localised demands for
affordable housing in smaller settlements..
Option B has the potential to undermine the economic vitality of rural areas.

What approach has Cornwall Council take in light of these findings?
Cornwall Council has used the appraisal to inform a more detailed and locally evidenced investigation of the premise
that locating the majority of development in urban areas (i.e. the main towns of Cornwall) is the more sustainable
option. Key to this analysis is an understanding of the existing pattern of development in Cornwall, where the majority
of the population (approximately two thirds) lives outside the main towns.
Whilst Option B would focus development on a smaller number of main towns, Option A enables a larger number of
towns to grow and act as a focus for services and facilities, including smaller towns, which are important service
centres for their local area. Option A still focuses the majority of development (over two thirds) in urban areas but
reflects more closely the existing pattern of communities. Option A is more sensitive to the way that local centres
function, aiming to meet demand for affordable housing and sustaining local services in the same way that they are
currently dispersed. Option A also takes into account the environmental constraints experienced by some of the main
towns, such as Penzance and Falmouth, where delivery is impacted by particular environmental constraints.
‘Bottom up’ characterisation of potential locations for development
To support the consideration of the above reasonable alternatives, a detailed characterisation of the key constraints
present around each of the larger towns and villages in Cornwall was undertaken. This included:
Main settlements:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bodmin
Bude/Stratton/Poughill
Camborne/Pool/Redruth
Falmouth/Penryn
Hayle
Helston
Launceston

•
•
•
•
•
•

Newquay
Penzance/Newlyn
Saltash
St Austell
Truro
Wadebridge

•
•
•
•
•

Portleven
Roche
Rock/Tredrizzick
St Agnes
St Blazey/Par

Smaller settlements:
•
•
•
•
•

Callington
Camelford
Constantine
Delabole
Indian queens
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kilkhampton
Lanner
Looe
Lostwithiel
Marazion
Mount Hawke
Mullion
Padstow
Pendeen
Perranporth

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

St Breward
St Columb Major
St Day
St Dennis
St Just
St Merryn/Shop
St Stephen
Stithians
Tregony

The analysis evaluated the key environmental constraints present in each of the broad areas proposed, including
related to biodiversity, flood risk, the historic environment, landscape quality, water and agricultural land quality.
To support the analysis of the key constraints present around each of the larger towns and villages in Cornwall, the
key environmental constraints present affecting the larger sites (in excess of a 100 dwelling capacity) put forward for
the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) undertaken for the Cornwall Local Plan were also
evaluated.
The purpose of this analysis was to aid the consideration of appropriate locations for strategic scale development to
be taken forward in Cornwall for the purposes of the Local Plan. The so-called ‘points of the compass’
characterisation and the analysis of the SHLAA sites described above are presented in the SA Report Addendum:
Technical Annex which accompanies this SA Report Addendum.

Appraisal of the current version of the Strategic Policies
Utilising the SA Framework of objectives and appraisal questions developed during the earlier scoping stage of the
SA, the SA process also involved appraising the latest version of the Strategic Policies document.
The table below presents a summary of the key potential significant effects identified through the appraisal of the
proposed planning policies. These have been presented under 19 themes.
Table NTS1 Potential significant effects resulting from the Strategic Policies
Likely significant effects
Climatic factors
Reduction in greenhouse gas emissions through reducing need to travel and modal shift.
Reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from new renewable energy installations.
Limitation in greenhouse gas emissions from new development areas in Cornwall.
Waste
Facilitation of sustainable waste management in Cornwall
Minerals and geodiversity
Enhancements to Cornwall’s minerals sector
Protection and enhancement of designated geodiversity sites
Soil
Remediation of contaminated land
Protection of higher quality agricultural land
Air
Enhancements to air quality in Cornwall
Water
Enhancements to water quality in Cornwall
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Likely significant effects
Biodiversity
Improved ecological connectivity
Improved ecological resilience
‘Wider’ ecological benefits
Increased habitat and greenspace through green infrastructure enhancements
Landscape
Enhanced landscape and townscape character
Maritime
Enhancements to coastal water quality
Enhancements to the maritime economy
Historic environment
Protection and enhancement of historic environment assets
Enhancements to the setting of historic environment assets
Design
High quality design of new development in Cornwall
Social inclusion
Improved access to services and facilities.
Increased provision of community infrastructure
Crime and anti-social behaviour
High quality design which enhances perceptions of security
Housing
Housing provision taking full account of need
Increased delivery of affordable housing
Health, sport and recreation
Improvements in mental and physical health through enhancement of landscape and townscape character and
quality
Improvements to mental and physical health through prioritising transport modes other than cars and improving
accessibility to services and facilities
Enhancements to strategic and local green infrastructure networks, helping to address existing deficiencies in the
Cornwall
Economic development
Employment in the traditional sectors of Cornwall’s economy
Employment in emerging sectors of Cornwall’s economy
Enhancement of landscape character and other key attributes of Cornwall, supporting the growth of tourism
Maintain and enhancing the economic vitality of communities
Education and skills
Enhancements to educational provision in Cornwall
Transport and accessibility
Reduced dependency on the private car
Improved access to services and facilities.
Increased use of sustainable transport modes, including public transport and walking and cycling
Energy
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Likely significant effects
Promotion of new renewable energy provision in Cornwall

As highlighted by the above summary, no mitigation measures or recommendations have been proposed relating to
the potential significant effects identified. This reflects the carefully designed spatial strategy and robust policy
approaches which are put forward through the Strategic Policies. In particular the Strategic Policies will help limit the
magnitude and scale of the potential negative environmental effects associated with the delivery of in the region of
52,500 houses and 704,000 sq. metres of employment floorspace in the period to 2030.
It should be noted however that the policies put forward through the Strategic Policies do not prevent the likelihood of
negative effects taking place through the Local Plan. Instead they enable the significant negative effects of new
development in Cornwall to be avoided. It should also be noted that the delivery of housing and employment
allocations in Cornwall will require inevitable trade-offs to take place between the various environmental, social and
economic elements which have been highlighted through the SA process to date.
Furthermore, an in-depth understanding of the potential effects of the housing and employment provision to be taken
forward through the Local Plan cannot be established without a detailed consideration of the sites to be progressed
through the Local Plan. In this context the development of the Strategic Policies and accompanying SA process has
not sought to focus on individual site allocations. Instead it has considered alternative broad locations for
development, as well as different approaches to managing development in Cornwall. Detailed site allocations for
housing, employment and infrastructure are instead currently being considered through the development of the
forthcoming Allocations Development Plan Document and accompanying SA process.

Next steps
Consultation on the Cornwall Local Plan: Strategic Policies and accompanying SA Report Addendum will be
th
th
undertaken from 25 January 2016 and will conclude on 7 March 2016. The Strategic Policies document and
accompanying information (including consultation responses and the SA Report Addendum) will subsequently be
submitted by Cornwall Council to the Planning Inspectorate in spring 2016 for a resumption of Examination.
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ABOUT AECOM
In a complex and unpredictable world, where growing
demands have to be met with finite resources, AECOM
brings experience gained from improving quality of life
in hundreds of places.

SA of the Cornwall Local Plan: Strategic Policies

We bring together economists, planners, engineers,
designers and project managers to work on projects at
every scale. We engineer energy efficient buildings and
we build new links between cities. We design new
communities and regenerate existing ones. We are the
first whole environments business, going beyond
buildings and infrastructure.
Our Europe teams form an important part of our
worldwide network of nearly 100,000 staff in 150
countries. Through 360 ingenuity, we develop
pioneering solutions that help our clients to
see further and go further.
www.aecom.com
Follow us on Twitter: @aecom
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