
Special Educational Needs 
and Disability Update 

SEND Update 14 – February 2016 

 What is in this SEND Update?

Recent Council for Disabled Children p1 
publications 

Update re the SEN provision review p2 

The ‘SEN File’ goes live p3 

Update on the Cornwall Autism Strategy  p3 

Contributing to the redesign of the p4 
Community SALT Service 

Contributing to the PCCC good practice p5 
survey 

Training and networks p6 

All previous SEND Updates can be found on School Messenger, the SEN File at 
www.cornwall.gov.uk/senfile and the Local Offer section of the Cornwall Family Information 
Services https://www.supportincornwall.org.uk/kb5/cornwall/directory/family.page?
familychannel=0. 
Update no. 15 will be published in April 2016 

 Links to recent Council for Disabled Children publications

What do the SEND reforms mean for early years settings? A briefing by the Council for 
Disabled children. 
https://councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/documents/
import/early-years-briefing.pdf 

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/senfile
https://www.supportincornwall.org.uk/kb5/cornwall/directory/family.page?familychannel=0
https://councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/documents/import/early-years-briefing.pdf
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 How is the SEN provision review progressing? 

January was a busy month in terms of the review of SEN provision in Cornwall. 

Indigo, a company providing independent support and challenge, has been analysing 
a range of information and providing reports to the project group on: 

 
• findings from the stage 1 SEN provision consultation 
• arrangements for specialist provision in other rural authorities and Cornwall’s 

statistical neighbours 
• current provision for pupils with complex needs in Cornwall. 

 
 

A summary paper of the key findings from these reports will shortly be published on 
the website. Alongside this, the Council has commissioned another piece of work to 
review the current physical capacity in our Special Schools and Area Resource Bases. 

 

 
The project group is now in the process of reviewing all reports and evidence in 
detail and are working with Indigo to develop the initial set of emerging priorities. 

 
We will be back in touch with a wide range of people and organisations in February to 
gather views in relation to the emerging priorities. Following the same format as 
stage 1 we will publish an online survey and run four consultation events (see below) 
to discuss the emerging priorities and gather feedback. 

 

 
Date Time Venue Room 

Thurs 25 Feb 10.30 - 12 noon Chy Trevail, Bodmin Room 4 
Fri 26 Feb 10.30 - 12 noon Dolcoath Offices, Camborne GW.02 Committee room 

Mon 29 Feb 10.30 - 12 noon New County Hall, Truro 2N.02 
Mon 29 Feb 5.30pm - 7.00pm New County Hall, Truro 2N.03 

 
  How can you contribute to the 

SEN provision review? 
 

Young people, families and professionals 
are welcome to attend the above events 
and to complete the electronic survey. 

 
More detail on the SEN review process 
and how you contribute can be found on 
the website: 
www.cornwall.gov.uk/senreview 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/senreview
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 The ‘SEN File’ is now live. 
 
 
The ‘SEN file’ is now live and can be found at www.cornwall.gov.uk/senfile. 

 
The ‘Special Educational Needs File’ is designed to support Special Educational Needs 
Coordinators (SENCOs) and other professionals in meeting the needs of children and young 
people with special educational needs (SEN). 

 
It is also a source of information for parents/carers and young people. 

The SEN File is divided into twelve sections: 

• Sections 1 to 10 reflect the chapters in the SEND Code of Practice 0-25 and contain 
related information 

• Section 11 contains Local Authority strategies and policies 
• Section 12 brings together forms and related guidance from sections 1 to 10 for ease 

of access 
 
The SEN File is being developed on an ongoing basis. Your feedback will be very welcome. 
Please send your comments to: senreform@cornwall.gov.uk 
 

 
 Update on the development of the Cornwall Autism Strategy 

 
The multi-agency Cornwall Autism Partnership (CAP) Children’s Strategy Group are working on 
the development of an Autism Strategy for children and young people in Cornwall. This will 
address how a variety of services impact on the lives of young people with autism and their 
families, including health, education, social care and leisure services.  

 

There has been wide-ranging consultation with young people, parents/carers and professionals 
via a range of on-line surveys and focus groups. The children’s CAP group have been gathering 
information about what is working well in Cornwall and the gaps and areas for development.  
This information gathering stage was completed by the end of January and feedback is 
currently being analysed to inform the next steps in the relation to the development of the 
strategy.  

 

There are close links between this work and the work of the SEN Provision Review. The aim will 
be to have a draft strategy for consultation with key partners in May/June of 2016.  

  

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/senfile
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 How you can contribute to the redesign of the NHS 

Community Speech and Language Therapy Service 
 
Over the summer the Community Speech and Language Therapy Service (NHS SLT) has been 
reviewing the clinical decision making framework that is used to accept children into the 
service and determine ongoing involvement with the service. 

 
Several new developments were taken into consideration during this work e.g. the Early Help 
Hub and the new Toddler Talk parent groups. 

 
The capacity within the service has remained the same for several years (in the absence of 
new investment) yet the demand and complexity of cases has increased year on year. 
Therefore, the review has looked at which groups of children should be prioritised and what 
the evidence shows about the effectiveness of SLT for each of these groups. The outcome of 
our endeavours fell into the following key areas: 

 
• Further development of the SLT helpline(01208 834488) 
• Provision of resources and support strategies 
• Defined entry and exit criteria which is used to guide acceptance into the 

service and case closure 
• Our role in training others 
• Updating the SLT website 

 
Some of these will inevitably impact on the way the service works collaboratively with schools 
and the service would like to share our proposals with small groups of school staff in east, 
mid and west Cornwall in early spring. 
If you are interested in participating in these focus groups, please email cpn- 
tr.Enquirslt@nhs.net stating : 

 
1. Your name, contact details and school 
2. Whether you would attend an east, mid or west meeting 
3. The best day of the week and time to meet 
 
Three sessions will be organised on the basis of the responses and participants will be 
contacted directly. 

Your feedback on the current NHS SLT service would also be appreciated. Please click on this 
link to complete the NHS SLT service survey https://www.oc-meridian.com/CFT/survey/saltcp 

 
Thank you. 
Sue Newman Children’s Therapy lead 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.oc-meridian.com/CFT/survey/saltcp
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 How you can contribute to the Parent Carer Council Cornwall
good practice survey

Cornwall Council is supporting the Parent Carer Council Cornwall in 
collecting information on how Early Years settings, schools and colleges 
are working particularly well with children and young people with 
disabilities and/or additional needs. 

The information gathered will be collated and the best practice shared 
with Early Years settings, schools and colleges in Cornwall. There is also 
some national interest in this activity, and some of the information may 
also be shared more widely. 

Early Years settings, schools and colleges have been asked to feedback on: 

1. their strong positive support for children and young people and their families, whether
this support is given by the SENCO, volunteers or other key members of staff

2. their good practice in the four focus areas below:
• How do you enable children with additional needs and or disabilities to access breakfast

and after school clubs running in your school?
• How do you support the before and after school handover for children with additional

needs and or disabilities?
• Communication with families and children is so important.
• The strategies that you have put into place to support the transition process for

children with additional needs/and or disabilities.

The survey has now closed. 

Parent Carer Council Cornwall 

The Parent Carer Council, is an independent social enterprise organisation run by parents with children 
with disabilities and additional needs supporting other parents and families across Cornwall. The PCCC 
regularly challenges the Local Authority, through parent participation, on their processes and policies as 
well as development of services to enable them to be the best for the families and children that use 
them. 
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Training and networks 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School SENCO Networks 
Spring term 2016 

 
 
 

West Thursday 25 February 
2.00 – 4.00 

St Ives School, Higher Tregenna, St. Ives, 
TR26 2BB 

Mid Tuesday 1 March 2016 
2.00 – 4.00 

Poltair School, Trevarthian Road, St 
Austell, PL25 4BZ 

East Wednesday 2 March 2016 

3.45pm – 5.45pm * 
St Stephens Community Academy, Roydon 
Road, St Stephens, Launceston PL15 8HL 

 

 
Agenda 

 
• SEN Provision Review – feedback re stage 1 and 2 and how you can 

contribute to stage 3 
 

• Transition between stages of education and setting to setting 
 

• SEN File and SEN Training Directory 
 

• SEN Support Services – service review and training 
 

Please email senreform@cornwall.gov.uk to reserve a place. We want to 
ensure that there are sufficient handouts, chairs and cups of tea! 

 
SENCO network meetings are free and open to all Cornish schools. 

 

 
If you would like to hold a future SENCO network at your school instead of 
travelling please let us know. 

 
*Please note this meeting is a twilight session.  We wish to explore whether this will 
enable a wider or different group of colleagues to attend network meetings. 
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The SEND Training Directory for Schools 
 
The SEN Training Directory: 

 
• can be found on School Messenger ( Pupil Support SEN SEND training) 
• includes training run by Local Authority services aimed at meeting the needs of 

children and young people with SEN 
 
The training is listed under the following headings: 

 
• Including all children with SEND and breaking down barriers to learning 
• Including children with communication and interaction needs 
• Including children with cognition and learning needs 
• Including children with social, emotional and mental health needs 
• Including children with sensory and/or physical needs 

 
What information will be included in each entry? 

• how to apply 
• date, time and venue 
• target group, course description and aims 
• trainer details 
• cost 

 
 
 

FREE TRAINING OPPORTUNITY 
 

How Early Support Principles underpin the EHC plan processes 
 

7th March at Malabar Children’s Centre Truro 
 
This one day training course, 9.30am – 4.30pm, supports schools in successfully 
implementing the SEND Code of Practice.  The training is co-delivered with parents and 
focusses on: 

 
• A parent’s perspective 
• The Early Support principles and how these inform the EHC plan process 
• Person-centred planning 
• Key working functions 
• Implementing effective partnership and multi-agency working 
• Understanding the Team Around the Child processes 
• Familiarising with Early Support resources 

 
If you would like more information or would like to book a place this training please 
contact Kelly on 01872 322970 or email krowland@cornwall.gov.uk. 




