
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Issue/Background              

 
Young car drivers and passengers are a 
particularly important road user group as 

they are significantly over-represented in 
road traffic collisions and the most likely age 

group to experience a collision.  Despite 
young car drivers constituting only 7% of all 

UK license holders they were involved in 
20% of all fatal collisions nationally. 
 

Young drivers are a very vulnerable group, 
involved in high numbers of collisions on our 

roads: 17-25 year olds account for an 8th of 
the drivers on the roads, yet make up a 3rd 
of drivers who die on UK roads.  Young 

drivers lack of experience is considered the 
main reason for their vulnerability.   

 
Research indicates that one in five drivers 
have a collision in the first year after 

passing their driving test. 
Research shows that the combination of 

youth and inexperience puts younger 
drivers at high risk. Their inexperience 
means they have less ability to spot 

hazards, and their youth means they are 
particularly likely to take risks.  It takes new 

drivers up to two seconds longer to react to 
hazardous situations than more experienced 

drivers, and they are likely to be influenced 

by peer pressure when driving with friends 
in the car. 
 

Action Taken     
 

Learn 2 Live is a powerful, thought 
provoking initiative, designed to target 

young driver and passenger casualties in 
Cornwall. Since it started in Cornwall six 
years ago, thousands of young and pre-

drivers have attended Learn 2 Live. 
 

The Learn 2 Live programme is based on a 
short DVD showing a group of friends being 
involved in a collision and the emergency 

services arriving. As each agency arrives at 
the scene, the DVD is paused and a member 

of the emergency services enters the stage 
to give a personal account of attending the 
scene of a road traffic collision.  

 
This is followed by a family member who 

has lost a loved one in a road traffic collision 
giving their account of the circumstances of 
their loss and the devastating affect that 

this has had on their life. The programme 
concludes with a young man called Pete 

telling his story about how he was involved 

Key Theme Prevention  

Title Learn 2 Live 

Function/Team Prevention 

Date Feb 2016 

Service Priority Prevent, Protect, Respond, 

Innovate 



 

 

Telephone: 0300 1234 232 
www.cornwall.gov.uk/fire 
 

in a collision, the impact of which will stay 
with him for the rest of his life. 

 
The Learn 2 Live program relies on 

volunteer speakers who have been affected 
by losing a friend or family member in a 
collision, or who have been directly involved 

in a collision which resulted in their loss, 
sharing their personal experiences with 

students. 
 
Outcomes for Communities & Staff                                          

 
Through Learn 2 Live, young drivers and 

passengers witness how a collision occurs, 
the devastation that follows, and how the 
lives of all the professionals, and in 

particular family members, are affected. 
This highly impactful programme helps 

young drivers to think about the facts, 
consequences, and what they can do in 
order to avoid being involved in a road 

traffic collision encouraging positive 
behaviour change to promote safer road 

use.  
 
Evaluation results show positive intended 

behaviour change was cited in areas such as 
seatbelt usage, speeding and in-car 

distractions following the Learn 2 Live 
event.  
 

Behaviour Change Technique (BCT) goal 
setting has been incorporated into L2L 

events where attendees write their own 
individual goal/promise e.g. ‘I will always 

where my seatbelt’ on a specially designed 
wallet size card which they keep as a 
reminder of their goal and of the Learn 2 

Live event.   
 

Testimonial from Youth Offending Officer:  
“The entire presentation was very hard 
hitting and emotional in all respects, but 

very informative in my view. It should be 
seen by not only all youths of 13+, but the 

adults who deal in any way with youths who 

“joy ride”. I have, in my role as a 
community panel member and sessional 

worker with the Youth Offending Service, 
always made the point that any youth guilty 

of a motoring crime should be made to 
realise the trauma suffered by the 
emergency service personnel who have to 

attend the accidents as part of their job, 
whereas the offender makes the choice to 

be present. I have very high regard and 
great admiration for all the people involved 
in the presentation and completely 

understand how difficult it must have been 
to participate. Thank you one and all.” 

 
Testimonial from NHS Doctor: 
“Yesterday felt to me like one of the most 

worthwhile things I've ever done. Really felt 
like we had a massive impact on those kids 

and if that can just cut 5mph from their 
driving speed or mean they always wear a 
seatbelt then one day that'll save a life. I 

was proud to stand alongside everyone else 
and be able to contribute something 

towards an amazing cause.  You've certainly 
got a lot of support from the Emergency 
Department team for the magnificent work 

you all do. If you ever need a doc for an 
event I'd happily come along again.” 

  
Feedback received by students from Truro & 
Penwith College before and after event a 

L2L presentation: 
 

Zachary Cashmore, who is 17 and learning 
to drive, said: “We’re expecting to learn 

what a car can do and to learn how to drive 
responsibly. We’ve been told we are going 
to see car accidents and hear personal 

stories.” 
Afterwards, he said: “It hasn’t put me off 

driving but it definitely made me aware. It’s 
changed me. It’s brought it home to me and 
made it real, it’s not just a thing you see on 

the news anymore.” 
 



 

Keda Wright, aged 16, said before the 
show: “I’m not sure what we are going to 

see, but I’ve got an open mind. 
Afterwards, she said: “It actually quite 

shocked me. We are young and we don’t 
think about things like that. It affects other 
people’s lives, it doesn’t just affect your life. 

Actually, I’m one for not wearing my seat 
belt. I’m going to change that.” 

 
Dan Attkinson, who is 17 and learning to 
drive, said, before the presentation: “We’ve 

been told we’re going to be taught how 
powerful cars are and to hear experiences 

from emergency services.” 
After the event, he said: “It was pretty 
hard-hitting – I realised that the smallest 

change can change your life forever. 
The experiences they shared were powerful, 

people don’t think how it affects the 
emergency services.” 
 

 
Contacts      

 
If you require any further details about the 
points raised in this case study, please 

contact: 
 

Name: Stacie Bennett  
 
Job title: Fire & Road Safety Technician 

 
Email: stacie.bennett@cornwall.gov.uk 
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