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Dear Sir/Madam 
 

Infrastructure Commission Consultation 
 

I am writing in my capacity as Portfolio Holder for Transport for Cornwall Council in 
response to the consultation on the proposed new National Infrastructure 

Commission. 
 
Cornwall Council supports the proposal to establish an independent commission which 

will be able to identify the UK’s long term strategic infrastructure needs.  Many major 
transport projects’ (e.g. HS2, Crossrail) timescales transcend electoral cycles and a 

body setting the framework for these projects will provide greater certainty.   
 
In Cornwall strategic transport priorities include: 

 Delivery of a 20 year plan for the SW peninsula railway to achieve: 
o A resilient and reliable railway 

o Reduced journey times to improve connectivity to/from the South West 
Peninsula 

o Sufficient capacity and comfort. 

 A30 dualling in Cornwall 
 A303 improvements  

 Regional air connectivity to the south east 
 
Cornwall Council supports any process which will provide greater certainty and 

efficacy in the delivery of these strategic priorities. We agree that the commission 
should only review infrastructure that is the responsibility of the UK government, and 

not infrastructure which has been devolved to other bodies. 
 
The first Road Investment Strategy and the railway long term planning process are 

also welcome processes that have separated transport planning from political cycles 
and political motivations.   

 
We would like clarification on the following points which the consultation document 
does not clearly explain: 

 The Commission will not re-open decision making processes where programmes 
and work have been decided – a number of plans are already evolving such as 
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the Network Rail plan for Control Period 6 (post 2019) and the second Road 

Investment Strategy (post 2020) and we would not want to see the aspirations 
for these plans lost in an entirely new review process. For example, in Cornwall, 

a mainline resignalling project spans the current and next Control Period and 
we would expect the completion of the project as stated in CP6. 

 The commission will be developing ‘its own methodologies and approaches to 

deliver its outputs’.  Will these new methodologies jeopardise projects which 
are currently under development using established DfT methodologies? For 

example, in Cornwall, the business case for a St Austell to A30 link road is 
being developed using existing DfT guidance. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this consultation. Should you wish to 
clarification on any of the issues raised in this letter, please contact Nigel Blackler, 

Head of Strategy, Economy, Enterprise and Environment (nblackler@cornwall.gov.uk; 
Tel: 01872 323084). 
 

Yours faithfully 
Dhywgh hwi yn lel 

 
 

 
 
Bert Biscoe CC 

Cabinet member – Transport 
Tel: 01872 322579 
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