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Introduction

1  What is your name?

Name:

Stephen Horscroft

2  What is your email address?

Email:

shorscroft@cornwall.gov.uk

3  What sector do you work in?

Please select:

Local or regional government / public organisation

If Other please specify :

4  Are you responding on behalf of an organisation or an individual?

Organisation

5  What is your organisation (If applicable)?

Organisation:

Cornwall Council

6  Would you like your response to be confidential?

No

If you answered Yes to this question please give your reason.:

Proposals for farming statistics

7  What impact will the proposals have on your work?

High,

If you have answered high or medium, provide details.:

DEFRA statistics are part of a suite of data that Cornwall Council and its partners to use monitor economic progress in Cornwall and to develop projects that

contribute to this progress. This is particularly true of the impact that food and drink has on around a third of Cornish employment and the economy. What

Cornwall (together with the Isles of Scilly) needs as a region is to have local data accessible and applicable to the region. That is an important principle that needs

to be addressed across government.

We understand that the role of Rural Advocate is to be reintroduced across Government. This is a welcome move to ensure that policy is 'rural proofed'.

Incidentally, Cornwall Council is ensuring that rural impact is integrated into its own Comprehensive Impact Assessment of equalities on its own policies and

procedures. Therefore, data and intelligence is also important for this point.

Specifically; this includes he impact of climate change, flooding and bad weather on Cornish coastal communities where agricultural and fishing sectors are often

important drivers of their local economies.

Secondly, it is Cornwall's natural assets which are the building blocks of economic growth identified in economic strategy: therefore relevant data is vital.

As a point of principle, on line and rurally localized data collection from the farming community is only as good as the technology available to deep rural areas and

in response to the pressures that the farming community may be under.

Are there any other options for these specific proposals that we may consider? :

It appears that there is a need to more logically integrate the roles of ONS, NOMIS, DEFRA, HMRC data etc and ensure ease of accessibility and transparency

on relevant, local datasets. The Rural Statistics Users group was formed by DEFRA with various stakeholders a couple of years ago and much heralded as a

'solution' to the budget pressures facing data collection but this has not been developed as a two way resource which could build value and eventually save

money.



Are there any suggestions for alternative datasets, methods or approaches which might be used? :

Recalling the Local Economic Assessments which the Coalition Government abolished in 2010 there could be savings if local authorities were granted money to

enable the collection of data locally which could feed into a national database.

Proposals for food statistics

8  What impact will the proposals have on your work?

High,

If you have answered high or medium, provide details.:

See previous answers. In addition:

* Agricultural labour statistics are of supreme importance in understanding the size and composition of the agricultural labour force within Cornwall and down to a

former local authority district level. Availability of data at more localized areas would be welcome to ensure that there is a through understanding and base lining

of the often intricate rural economy.

*Reduction in the annual June survey sample size would compromise the reliability of data. Where there are statements in the consultation that there would be no

'significant' impact on the precision of results these need to be explained and illustrated.

* Land use intelligence is vital to understand how to grow natural capital and the environment to support economic and population growth in Cornwall.

* Food transport indicators are important to monitor shift and C02 impact between different modes.

Are there any other options for these specific proposals that we may consider? :

Farm practices data could be usefully changed to every three years to ensure consistent data and save money.

Are there any suggestions for alternative datasets, methods or approaches which might be used? :

The Cornwall AONB and Cornwall Council will be evolving a consultancy approach on the value of natural capital to business. Access to data is an important

element to this but the results and ability to monitor them could be an important contribution. This is the sort of thing that government support to local authorities

could usefully co-ordinate.

It is of concern that 'responsibility for collecting greenhouse gas mitigation measures could transfer to the industry' when there is the issue of regulation,

objectivity and comparability arising from such a proposition.

Further, what evidence is there to suggest that local pollution control statistics are reflected in the statement that 'there seems to be a lack of user needs for this

publication'. This could relate to the ease of locating the data and publicity that surrounds it. Again, in order to give informed feedback evidence is needed on

such a statement.

Local engagement with natural environment indicators is vital to integrate with and measure the impact of policy measures designed to promote health and

wellbeing.

Proposals for environment statistics

9  What impact will the proposals have on your work?

High,

If you have answered high or medium, provide details.:

Air quality statistics are a vital tool for Council officers as parts of Cornwall have serious traffic caused air quality issues.

It is however welcome that localised coastal bathing intelligence will continue to be collected.

Are there any other options for these specific proposals that we may consider? :

It is important that data is available as local as is possible and is supported by robust samples.

Are there any suggestions for alternative datasets, methods or approaches which might be used? :

Local authority sourced data needs to be appropriately resourced and comparable.

Proposals for Forestry Commission statistics

10  What impact will the proposals have on your work?

Medium,

If you have answered high or medium, provide details.:

Cornwall has relatively few Forestry Commission sites but nonetheless a range of valuable forestry and woodland resource within it. Monitoring this natural

capital, its role in supporting biodiversity and leisure pursuits as well as its role in negating C02 and the range and species of trees (and disease impact) is

important



Are there any other options for these specific proposals that we may consider? :

The consultation states that 'data will be available from an alternate source' but does not elaborate on what that source is. It is difficult (therefore) to draw

conclusion as to whether an 'alternative' is suitable.

Are there any suggestions for alternative datasets, methods or approaches which might be used? :

Proposals for Natural England statistics

11  What impact will the proposals have on your work?

Do not use

If you have answered high or medium, provide details.:

However, this engagement is an important local indicator to understand in relation to the health and wellbeing agenda.

Are there any other options for these specific proposals that we may consider? :

Are there any suggestions for alternative datasets, methods or approaches which might be used? :

Additional feedback

12  Additional Feedback

Please place your feedback here:

It is worth noting the general concern that transparency, locating and accessing HMRC statistics is challenging; so adding to their portfolio raises questions.
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