
 STOP
At a young age children’s perceptive skills are not 
fully developed.
They cannot judge speed or distance of traffic.  
They also think vehicles can stop immediately.
Constantly remind your child to STOP before 
crossing.

LOOK
Children tend to look and not see.
They do all the right actions but do not actually 
notice if the road is clear.
Encourage them to tell you exactly what they see.

LISTEN
Children tend to listen but not actually hear.
It is in later years a child’s hearing is fully developed.
Children find distinguishing sounds and their 
location, direction and type of sound difficult to 
comprehend.
Encourage them to talk  about different traffic  
sounds whilst you are out and about.

Why is this guide 
called Jungle Street?
The saying ‘it is a jungle out there’ could easily 
refer to our roads, and to survive the jungle you 
need to know the law of the jungle. Much of our 
street furniture has appropriate names i.e. zebra, 
pelican, puffin and toucan crossings.
For further information and advice please contact 
the Prevention and Road Safety Team:
Tel: 0300 1234 232 
Email: roadsafety@cornwall.gov.uk
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It is important to ensure that 

you hold your child’s hand at 

all times.

in conjunction with

Helping your child discover  
and develop safe stategies

If you would like this information in another   
format or language please contact:
Cornwall Council, County Hall, Treyew Road, Truro TR1 3AY 
Telephone: 0300 1234 232 
Email: enquiries@cornwall.gov.uk 
www.cornwall.gov.uk



 Can your child see the road clearly?

 Bend down to your child’s height you will be able 
to see exactly what they can and cannot see.

 Are there any obstacles and obstructions 
blocking your child’s view?

 If you cannot see the driver, 
the driver cannot see you.

 If you cannot see the road clearly, move to 
another place where you can see clearly.

 When you have a clear vision in each direction, 
then ask your child is it safe to cross? 

 Encourage your child to cross the road using the 
shortest possible route, straight across the road.

 Always encourage your child to keep looking 
and listening whilst you cross.

 Choose to cross between smaller vehicles. 
Larger vehicles can mask your child from the 
drivers’ view.

 Check that there are no obstructions preventing 
you reaching the other side of the road safely.

 Before stepping into the road in between the 
vehicles make sure that it is safe to do so.

 Check for clues to tell you whether the vehicle is 
likely to move.

 Look for the driver of the vehicle.

 Can you hear the engine?

 Can you see any of the vehicles’ lights on?

 Can you see any exhaust fumes?

 If it is safe, move to the outside edge of the 
vehicle on your left. (This increases the vision to 
your right.)

 This is called “the new line of sight”. This is now 
your new kerb position.

 Now can you see the road clearly?

 Look for oncoming traffic. Is it safe to cross?

 Teach your child how to position themselves at 
junctions so that they can see clearly down ALL 
roads leading to the junction.

 Teach them to systematically search for traffic.

 Always start with the road immediately to your 
right (this could be the road behind you).

 Sweep or pan around from right to left checking 
all the roads.

 Sweep round to check firstly that you can clearly 
see down ALL roads.  

 If you can, then sweep round again this time 
checking for traffic.  If it is safe to cross do so.

 Remember to keep looking 
and listening for traffic whilst 
you cross.

 If there are any 
obstructions down any 
road then you need to 
move away from the 
junction and find a 
safer alternative.

 Practise this 
method at all 
types of junctions.

Choosing Safe Places and 
Routes to Cross the Road

Crossing Safely 
Between Parked Cars

Crossing Safely 
at Junctions

It is important not to dictate to 
your child the correct and incorrect 
actions but to prompt your child into 
developing the answers for themselves.


