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1.Climatic Factors 
  

Objective Baseline situation/issues 
How does the Neighbourhood Plan 
respond to this objective? 

Suggested Action 
Comments on Suggested 
Action 

To reduce 
contribution to  
climate change 
through a 
reduction in 
greenhouse gas  
emissions. 
 
To increase 
resilience to 
climate change, 
and reduce 
vulnerability. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Climate Change Act (2008) sets a target for 
the year 2050 for the reduction of targeted 
greenhouse gas emissions and contains various 
measures to tackle climate change.  The target is 
to reduce greenhouse gases in the UK to at least 
80% by 2050 against a 1990 baseline (excluding 
aviation). 
 
In 2007 the UK Climate Impacts Partnership 
‘Updates to regional net sea-level change 
estimates for Great Britain’ report projected a 
net sea level change (relative to 1961 -1990 
average of 9-16cms by the 2020’s and 20-80cms 
by the 2080’s.  This will have significant effects 
on flooding and increased flood risk. 
 
The South West Climate Change Impacts 
Partnership (SWCCIP) estimates that by the 
2050s, projected changes 
in the South West will include an average 
warming of 1.0 to 2.5˚C, with very warm years 
becoming more frequent; 5-15% wetter winters 
and 10-30% drier summers with heavy rainfall 
becoming more common; and winter storm 
events becoming more 
frequent. 

The Neighbourhood Plan encourages 
sustainable development which aims to 
support Bude-Stratton as a “vibrant 
coastal settlement which meets the 
needs and aspirations of all residents, 
offering a high quality sustainable 
environment, a choice of homes and a 
range of recreational opportunities.” 
(Bude-Stratton Neighbourhood Plan 
Vision).  This vision is carried through as 
a theme in the objectives and policies of 
the Plan. 
This objective is met in the following 
ways by the various chapters of the Plan:  
Housing: prioritising the use of 
brownfield sites and previously 
developed buildings helps reduce carbon 
footprint. 
Employment: increased locally available 
employment reduces need to travel and 
therefore greenhouse gas emissions 
Energy: encourages use of community 
owned renewable energy which is clean 
and green 
Town Centre and Retailing: encourages 
development towards the town centre 
to reduce need for residents and visitors 
to travel to access services and 
amenities. 

Clarification 
through the text 
and policy on types 
of renewable 
energy which are 
supported, in order 
not to conflict with 
National Planning 
Policy Guidance on 
wind energy 

Planning Practice 
Guidance: Renewable 
and Low Carbon Energy, 
June 2015 states that “In 
the case of wind 
turbines, a planning 
application should not 
be approved unless the 
proposed development 
site is an area identified 
as suitable for wind 
energy in a Local or 
Neighbourhood Plan” 
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2.Waste 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Objective Baseline situation/issues 
How does the Neighbourhood Plan 
respond to this objective? 

Suggested Action 
Comments on 
Suggested Action 

To minimise the 
generation of 
waste and 
encourage 
greater re-use 
and recycling of 
materials in 
accordance 
with the waste 
hierarchy. 
 
 
 
 

In Cornwall, waste recycling and 
composting facilities are provided to 
satisfy statutory targets, however the 
rate of increase in household waste 
recycling has been largely matched by 
the increased rate of waste 
production. (Sustainability Scoping 
Report for Local Plan, Cornwall 
Council, 2010). 
 
Construction and Demolition waste is 
the largest waste stream in Cornwall 
(Sustainability Appraisal Scoping 
Report, Cornwall Council, 2012). 
 
Behavioural change to increase 
recycling/re-use and recovery can be 
demonstrated by the rate of recycling 
in Cornwall which is increasing slowly 
to meet the targets set at the County 
level.  
 

The Neighbourhood Plan does not 
deal with the issue of waste disposal 
as this is a strategic matter for 
Cornwall Council and as such is dealt 
with in the Local Plan.  
 
The Neighbourhood Plan makes 
provision for an element of self-build 
housing which can be anticipated to 
be a less wasteful process than 
volume house building. 
 
A high quality, environmentally 
sensitive design is required in housing 
developments, which will include 
aspects of waste reduction through 
construction and after occupation. 
 

Is there more 
opportunity for 
waste minimisation 
through construction 
eg stipulations in 
planning consents 
which could be built 
into the Plan.  Also 
greater 
opportunities to 
specify waste and 
recycling facilities/ 
storage in new 
developments. 

These issues could be 
taken up in the Action 
Chapter of the 
Neighbourhood Plan or 
in the text to support 
the housing policies. 
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3.Minerals and Geodiversity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Objective Baseline situation/issues 
How does the Neighbourhood 
Plan respond to this objective? 

Reason if the objective is not 
considered by the Neighbourhood 
Plan 

To minimise the 
consumption of mineral 
resources and ensure the 
sustainable management 
of these resources. 
 
To conserve, enhance 
and restore the condition 
of Geodiversity in the 
county. 
 

The extraction of minerals is important to 
Cornwall’s economy.  The county has a long 
history of mining and mineral extraction. 
There are approximately 110 permitted sites 
for mineral extraction (Sustainability 
Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 
2013) 
 
Bude-Stratton has a County Geology Site on 
the coast (see Evidence Base document for 
map to show this)  
 

The County Geology Site on the 
coast is shown in the Evidence 
Base document.  The coast as a 
whole is highly valued by 
residents and its protection and 
enhancement is noted in policies 
and supporting text. 
 

The Neighbourhood Plan does not 
deal with the issue of the 
management of mineral resources 
as this is a strategic matter for 
Cornwall Council and as such is 
dealt with in the Local Plan. 
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4.Soil 
 

 

  

Objective Baseline situation/issues 
How does the Neighbourhood 
Plan respond to this objective? 

Suggested Action 

To minimise the 
use of 
undeveloped 
land and 
protect and 
enhance soil 
quality. 
 
To encourage 
and safeguard 
local food 
production. 
 

Bude-Stratton has a large amount of agricultural land, which 
is mainly Grade 3 with some small areas of Grade 2 
classification.  
 
Across Cornwall there will be a continued demand for land 
for development. This will place pressures on non-protected 
and agricultural land resulting in soil loss and damage. 
Nevertheless, there is a need to consider the biodiversity 
values of brownfield sites as some have higher biodiversity 
levels than some agricultural land (Sustainability Appraisal of 
Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013). 
 
There may also be an increased demand for allotments and 
community growing areas as a means for ensuring 
communities become more self-sufficient in food production 
(Sustainability Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 
2013). 

Whilst Bude and Stratton are 
towns, a large part of the 
Neighbourhood Plan area is rural.  
The protection and enhancement 
of open countryside and 
agricultural land is important, and 
development is encouraged 
towards town centre and 
previously developed sites. 
 
Agricultural Land is mapped in the 
Evidence Base to offer clarity. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan contains a 
specific policy on food growing 
within residential areas and 
allotments to help to meet this 
objective 
 

Monitoring and review of 
the Neighbourhood Plan 
will show how the policy to 
encourage allotments and 
local food growing is 
working in practice. 
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5.Air 
 

 

 

 

 

Objective Baseline situation/issues How does the Neighbourhood Plan respond to this objective? 

To reduce air 
pollution and 
ensure air 
quality 
continues to 
improve. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cornwall Council is required to monitor air quality against 
the Air Quality Objectives.  If air pollution is higher than 
these national objectives, Cornwall Council have to 
designate an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) and 
produce an Action Plan to improve air quality in the area. 
 
Air quality is monitored in a number of locations around 
Cornwall. 
 
NPPF: In preparing plans to meet development needs, the 
aim should be to minimise pollution and other adverse 
effects on the local and natural environment. 
 

The Neighbourhood Plan encourages sustainable development and 
seeks to reduce the need to travel by private car by guiding 
development to sustainable locations, for example housing, 
employment and town centre uses.  This aims to help reduce air 
pollution some of which is rooted in vehicle use.  The Plan also 
encourages the use of walking and cycling as modes of transport 
with measures encouraged to improve safety for cyclists and 
pedestrians through developer contributions.  
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6.Water 
 

Objective Baseline situation/issues 
How does the Neighbourhood Plan 
respond to this objective? 

Suggested Action 

To reduce the 
risk of 
flooding and 
vulnerability 
to flooding, 
sea level rise 
and coastal 
erosion. 
 
To maintain 
and enhance 
water quality 
and reduce 
consumption 
and increase 
efficiency of 
water use. 
 
 

A growing population coupled with a less predictable weather pattern resulting 
from climate change will place pressures on the region’s water resources 
(Sustainability Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013). 
 
Climate change is already causing the sea levels to rise. This is currently predicted 
to amount to an overall rise of approximately 1 metre over the next 100 years 
(Sustainability Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013).  
Increased risk of flooding from sea, river and surface water and loss of structures 
such as dwellings (Sustainability Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013). 
 
The level and likelihood of droughts experienced in the County is likely to 
increase. This will put greater pressure on public water supply and sewerage 
systems and can lead to lower summer flows and deteriorating water quality in 
our rivers and groundwater. Coupled with other influencing factors such as 
population increase in the area both during the summer tourist season and longer 
term residency, demand could outstrip supply (Sustainability Appraisal of Local 
Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013). 
 
New development will increase ‘hard-surfaces’ at the expense of permeable 
ground and increase surface water run-off rates. (Sustainability Appraisal of Local 
Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013). 
 
There are a number of areas within Bude-Stratton at risk of flooding.  They are 
identified on the Flood Map in the Evidence Base document, and comprise areas 
of 2, 3a and 3b level risk, primarily in areas adjacent to rivers tributaries. This 
information was derived from Cornwall Council and the Environment Agency 
flood risk maps. 

Housing allocations have not been made 
in the Neighbourhood Plan, and 
therefore Cornwall Local Plan and 
higher level policy would be effective in 
determining that housing is not 
developed in flood risk areas. 
 
Policy 5 looks favourably on proposals 
which offer water recycling and energy 
efficiency measures, and the 
Environment Agency propose 
reinforcing this policy to refer 
specifically to Sustainable Urban 
Drainage System measures in new 
builds to reduce the risk of flooding by 
including porous surface and other 
measures. 
 
Policy 13 favours Green Tourism 
development which would protect and 
enhance the environment, including 
water resources. 

Actions proposed by the 
Environment Agency 
around waste water, 
flooding and water 
conservation are being 
taken on board in 
policies. 
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7.Biodiversity 
 

Objective Baseline situation/issues 
How does the Neighbourhood Plan 
respond to this objective? 

Suggested Action 
Comments on 
Suggested 
Action 

To conserve, 
enhance and 
restore the 
condition and 
extent of 
biodiversity 
in the county 
and allow its 
adaptation to 
climate 
change. 

Climate change, population growth and the continuing 
pressure from new development and activities such as 
tourism and farming will result in a decline of biodiversity, 
unless existing biodiversity is protected. Protection alone 
will however still result in a decline in condition and extent 
of biodiversity and habitats and without restoration, 
enhancement and the opportunity to adapt to climate 
change this decline is inevitable (Sustainability Appraisal of 
Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013). 
 
Environment Agency comments in respect of the 
Neighbourhood Plan, “In order to strengthen our ecology 
and habitats we need to protect, expand and link them 
together to enable it wo cope with future pressures and 
change.  Many of our species require landscape scale 
habitat in order to survive and thrive.” 
 
Within Bude-Stratton there are a number of designations 
including an Area of Special Conservation, two SSSIs, areas 
of Ancient Woodland and woodland covered by Habitat 
Action Plans.  There are also many Tree Preservation Orders 
and Areas of Great Landscape Value.  There are several 
County Wildlife Sites, a Local Nature Reserve and a large 
area covered by a Biodiversity Action Plan (Maritime Cliff 
and slope) 

The community of Bude-Stratton 
highlighted the importance of 
preserving and enhancing the 
environment and in particular ecological 
assets, both designated and un-
designated in the public consultation 
and engagement.   
 
Policy 26 specifically highlights the 
protection and enhancement of Bude 
Marshes Local Nature Reserve and 
Higher Wharf 
 
The Evidence Base maps show assets 
such as SSSIs, Areas of Great Landscape 
Value, Area of Special Conservation, 
Ancient Woodland and woodland 
protected by a Habitat Action Plan.  
County Wildlife Sites, the Local Nature 
Reserve and the area covered by the 
Biodiversity Action Plan at the coast are 
also mapped for reference. 
 
 
 

Greater emphasis 
needed in policy on 
protecting the wide 
range of special 
designated spaces 
within Bude-
Stratton 

Policy revision 
undertaken 
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8.Landscape 
 

 

  

Objective Baseline situation/issues How does the Neighbourhood Plan respond to this objective? 

To protect and 
enhance the 
quality of the 
natural, historic 
and cultural 
landscape and 
seascape. 

Climate change, population growth, development 
pressures/lifestyle changes, renewable energy 
developments, changes in agricultural and forestry and 
fragility of water resources are the main forces for change 
that will have a significant impact on the landscape character 
and quality (Sustainability Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall 
Council, 2013). 
 
There is a substantial amount of designated Heritage Coast 
within the Bude-Stratton Neighbourhood Plan area, and as 
noted above, several Areas of Great Landscape Value 
 
 

The Neighbourhood Plan aims to encourage any growth within 
existing built up areas as a priority, to protect and enhance the 
countryside, open spaces and seascape, both that which is 
subject of special designations, and that which is not.   
 
Policy 23 notes the open spaces, over and above the coast, which 
residents particularly value in heritage and recreation terms and 
would like to see protected and enhanced. 
 
Residents value the natural environment highly, as was 
demonstrated in the community consultation, and clearly the 
high quality of the landscape and coast are a significant reason 
for the high levels of tourism in the area. 
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9.Maritime 
 

 

  

Objective Baseline situation/issues How does the Neighbourhood Plan respond to this objective? 

To encourage 
clean, healthy, 
productive and 
diverse waters; 
to protect 
coastal areas 
and ensure 
sustainable 
maritime 
environments. 
 

“Climate change, population growth, tourism, pollution and 
competition for maritime resources will create increasing 
pressure on the natural and historic maritime environment, 
ports and harbours and sea fisheries. Warming seas will alter 
the biodiversity and impact on existing food chains. Coastal 
change will impact on human and natural communities. A 
growing population and increased tourism will add pressure 
to the recreational use of coastal land and waters. Beaches 
may be lost through rising sea levels, adding pressure to the 
remaining beaches. Unsustainable fishing practices may 
result in depletion of fish and shellfish populations as well as 
damage overall marine biodiversity” (Sustainability Appraisal 
Submission Draft Report, November 2014, Cornwall Council) 
“Coastal change and increased storminess will risk damaging 
or even destroying the fabric of historic ports and their 
economic functions.” 
 

The coast, sea and beaching around Bude are highlighted as a 
huge community asset by the residents of Bude-Stratton in the 
community consultation carried out for the Neighbourhood Plan.  
When asked “What do you like best about Bude-Stratton?” in the 
online survey, over 300 residents cited the coast and beaches as 
their favourite asset.  The coast is a significant draw to visitors to 
the Bude-Stratton Area, and the economy relies heavily on the 
income visitors bring. 

As a consequence, Bude-Stratton is aware of the need to 
preserve and enhance the maritime environment for residents, 
visitors, and for its own sake.  In policy terms the Services and 
Facilities Chapter deals with planning issues around the beaches 
and coast in policy “Surf Lifesaving Club, Sea Pool and Beach 
Facilities”, where development will be permitted which is 
inkeeping with the area, and allows for suitable facilities.  The 
Action Chapter also looks for ways to maintain and enhance the 
coastal environment through community actions and activities. 
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10.Historic Environment 
 

Objective Baseline situation/issues 
How does the Neighbourhood Plan respond to this 
objective? 

To protect and 
enhance the 
quality and 
local 
distinctiveness 
of the historic 
environment. 
 
 

Cornwall’s historic environment comprises of archaeology, buildings, 
settlements, historic landscapes and seascapes of international, 
national and local significance. There are over 56,000 historic building, 
site, monument and landscape records in the Council’s Historic 
Environment Record, including details of the largest number of 
statutorily protected Heritage Assets in any Unitary Council area. 
(Sustainability Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013). 
  
The area covered by the Bude-Stratton Neighbourhood Plan contains 
three Conservation Areas (Bude, Stratton and Poughill) and numerous 
Listed Buildings.  There are also two Scheduled Ancient Monuments.  
These assets are shown in the Evidence Base Maps accompanying the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
The community consultation revealed that Bude-Stratton residents 
feel strongly about the preservation and enhancement of the historic 
environment, both built and natural. 
 

The distinctive characters of Bude and Stratton are 
important to residents, who are keen to maintain sense 
of place and resist generic “any town” development.   
 
Historic buildings and the Conservation Area are 
protected by the Conservation Area policy of the 
Neighbourhood Plan, as well as under the measures of 
the emerging Cornwall Local Plan. 
 
In addition the Neighbourhood Plan contains a policy to 
protect and enhance open spaces of heritage and 
recreation value, as residents were clear in the 
community consultation that the much loved heritage 
of Bude-Stratton extends to more than just the built 
environment. 
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11.Design 
 

  

Objective Baseline situation/issues 
How does the 
Neighbourhood Plan 
respond to this objective? 

Suggested Action 
Comments on 
Suggested Action 

To promote and 
achieve high 
quality, locally 
distinctive 
design, 
sustainable 
land use and 
sustainable 
built 
environment. 

The South West is considered to be a desirable place to 
live and pressure for development could lead to higher 
density development in and around existing settlements. 
In turn this will lead to requirements for new 
infrastructure to support development and the challenge 
will be to create places which offer a good quality of life 
and support economic growth. In addition the need for 
affordable housing in Cornwall is severe as the gap 
between average income and house prices is one of the 
largest in the country. Developers will be required to 
provide affordable housing and contribute towards 
infrastructure requirements; it is important that design 
quality does not suffer as a result. It is therefore of 
paramount importance to set design and sustainability 
issues high in the list of priorities to ensure that long term 
benefits are not sidelined. The effects of climate change 
will have an impact on design, as mitigation and 
adaptation to more extreme weather conditions may be 
required (Sustainability Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall 
Council, 2013). 

Sustainable development is 
central to the Neighbourhood 
Plan.  The Housing Objectives of 
the Plan specifically state that 
the promotion of high quality, 
environmentally sensitive 
design will be encouraged.   
 
This is reinforced in the 
Development and Community 
Facilities Policy which 
encourages development to 
follow the Cornwall Design 
Guide 2012. 
 
In addition the Brownfield 
Sites/Residential Conversions 
policy further clarifies design 
issues as they relate to Bude-
Stratton. 
 

It is possible that 
Bude-Stratton 
Town Council may 
wish to consider 
writing a Design 
Guide specifically 
for this area, to add 
an extra layer of 
detail over and 
above the Cornwall 
Local Plan and the 
Cornwall Design 
Guide 2012. 

For future 
consideration 
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12.Social Inclusion 
 

Objective Baseline situation/issues How does the Neighbourhood Plan respond to this objective? 

To reduce 
poverty and 
social 
exclusion and 
provide 
opportunities 
for all to 
participate 
fully in 
society. 
 
 

Inclusion means reducing inequality and providing access to services, facilities, housing 
and opportunities for everyone. 
The Cornwall Council Issues Paper on Social Inclusion 2012 defines social inclusion 
as,“reducing inequalities between the least advantaged groups, neighbourhoods and 
communities and the rest of society, by closing the opportunity gap and ensuring that 
support reaches those who need it the most” 
Social inclusion is a cross-cutting topic which has implications for housing, crime, anti-
social behaviour, health, education and economy. 
NNPF Policy 3 ‘Supporting a prosperous rural economy’ states that 
planning policies should support economic growth in rural areas in order to create jobs 
and prosperity by taking a positive approach to sustainable new development. To 
promote a strong rural economy, local and neighbourhood plans should: promote the 
retention and development of local services and community facilities in villages, such as 
local shops, meeting places, sports venues, cultural buildings, public houses and places 
of worship. 
Additionally, NPPF Policy 8 ‘Promoting Healthy Communities’ states:  

 To deliver the social, recreational and cultural facilities and services the community 
needs, planning policies and decisions should: plan positively for the provision and 
use of shared space, community facilities (such as local shops, meeting places, 
sports venues, cultural buildings, public houses and places of worship) and other 
local services to enhance the sustainability of communities and residential 
environments; 

 Guard against the unnecessary loss of valued facilities and services, particularly 
where this would reduce the community’s ability to meet its day-to-day needs; 
ensure that established shops, facilities and services are able to develop and 
modernise in a way that is sustainable, and retained for the benefit of the 
community; and 

 Ensure an integrated approach to considering the location of housing, economic 
uses and community facilities and services. 

The process of designing and writing the Neighbourhood Plan has been 
undertaken by the community and the Town Council in Bude-Stratton, 
and this “local ownership” of decision making is an aspect of social 
inclusion. 
Residents have been encouraged to join the Steering Group to assist 
with particular issues, or to make a contribution to the Plan formation 
as a whole. In addition, the whole of the Bude-Stratton community has 
been asked to give its views on the future development of the area. 
Many of the policies of the Neighbourhood Plan tie in with reducing 
social exclusion.  In particular: 
The Affordable Housing policy seeks to ensure that all people have 
access to good quality housing irrespective of their financial situation 
The Social, Economic and Environmental Sustainability Impacts of 
Development policy seeks to ensure that the needs of residents are not 
compromised by additional development. 
The Sheltered/Retirement Housing policy aims to make provision for 
older residents so that they are able to remain in the town in 
appropriate accommodation  
The Education and Training policies encourage further educational 
opportunities in Bude-Stratton so that individuals who cannot travel for 
education are not excluded, and the town is helped to prosper as a 
result. 
The Services and Facilities chapter of the Neighbourhood Plan aims to 
“maintain and enhance services and facilities which meet the needs of 
residents and visitors”, and therefore the policies in this chapter aim to 
be “socially inclusive”, in promoting a sense of community and meeting 
the needs of the whole cross section of the community, removing 
barriers to being involved in the life of the area. 
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13.Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objective Baseline situation/issues 
How does the Neighbourhood Plan respond to this 
objective? 

To reduce 
crime, anti-
social 
behaviour and 
fear of crime. 
 
 

A lack of community facilities could increase the incidence of anti-
social behaviour/ crime. Educational under achievement could still 
be a problem leading to anti-social behaviour/crime (Sustainability 
Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013). 

The Neighbourhood Plan addresses community 
infrastructure needs, plus education and employment 
issues and its effective implementation will help to reduce 
anti-social behaviour and crime. 
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14.Housing 
 

  

Objective Baseline situation/issues How does the Neighbourhood Plan respond to this objective? 

To meet the 
needs of the 
local 
community as a 
whole in terms 
of general 
market, 
affordable, 
acceptable and 
decent housing. 
 

The population in Cornwall has been growing since the 1960s 
and has consistently grown quicker than the south west 
region. It is also one of the fastest growing areas in the UK. 
Changing demographics in the population may require the 
local plan to address provision of housing more demanded by 
older people. Affordability ratios have risen dramatically in 
Cornwall. In March 2012 the Land Registry average 
house price in Cornwall was £183,736, which is above the UK 
average or £160,372 and that house price against income in 
rural areas have ratios between 12:1-15:1, which means the 
cheapest 25% of houses for sale cost up to 15 times the 
income of households in the lowest 25% of earnings 
(Sustainability Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013). 
 

Housing which meets the needs of current and future residents 
is an important aspect of the Bude-Stratton Neighbourhood 
Plan.  
 
When consulted, residents favoured small scale residential 
developments, which meet the needs of locals and young 
people in particular (see Issues Report, part of the Evidence 
Base Report).  Second homes are an issue in Bude-Stratton, as is 
affordability.   
 
The Housing Chapter of the Neighbourhood Plan seeks to 
address these needs and concerns. 
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15.Health, Sport and Recreation 
 

 

 

 

  

Objective Baseline situation/issues How does the Neighbourhood Plan respond to this objective? 

To improve health 
through the promotion 
of healthier lifestyles 
and improving access 
to open space and 
health, recreation and 
sports facilities. 
  

The creation of active healthy communities is 
fundamental to good spatial planning and 
sustainable development including the creation 
a healthy built environment where people are 
encouraged to be active in safe streets. Sport 
has a major role in achieving wider social and 
economic benefits, notably for health. Changing 
demographics in the population may require 
the 
Local Plan to address provision leisure facilities 
directed at older people (Sustainability 
Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013). 
 
 

The Neighbourhood Plan responds by encouraging sustainable 
transport, such as walking and cycling, so that residents and visitors 
are supported in making active lifestyle choices. (Transport Policy: 
Cycleways and Public Rights of Way). 
 
Informal recreation centring around the beaches and coast is very 
popular in Bude-Stratton with both residents and visitors.  The 
Neighbourhood Plan aims to encourage improvements to beach side 
facilities to enhance opportunities for recreation and leisure. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan also encourages the provision of additional 
sports facilities, particularly emphasising the use of such facilities by 
community groups. 
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16.Economic Development 
 

Objective Baseline situation/issues 
How does the Neighbourhood Plan respond to this 
objective? 

To support a 
balanced and 
low carbon 
economy that 
meets the 
needs of the 
area and 
promotes a 
diverse range of 
quality 
employment 
opportunities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drivers such as population growth, economic activity levels, climate change and 
energy issues are likely to drive the future shape and demand for activity in the 
Cornish economy (Sustainability Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013).  
The role of farming and woodland management in the economy may increase in 
importance, for local food production and cultivation of bio-crops (Sustainability 
Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013). 
NPPF Policy 3 ‘Supporting a prosperous rural economy’ states that planning 
policies should support economic growth in rural areas in order to create jobs 
and prosperity by taking a positive approach to sustainable new development. To 
promote a strong rural economy, local and neighbourhood plans should: promote 
the retention and development of local services and community facilities in 
villages, such as local shops, meeting places, sports venues, cultural buildings, 
public houses and places of worship. 
NPPF Policy 8 ‘Promoting Healthy Communities’ states: 

 To deliver the social, recreational and cultural facilities and services the 
community needs, planning policies and decisions should: plan positively for 
the provision and use of shared space, community facilities (such as local 
shops, meeting places, sports venues, cultural buildings, public houses and 
places of worship) and other local services to enhance the sustainability of 
communities and residential environments; guard against the unnecessary 
loss of valued facilities and services, particularly where this would reduce the 
community’s ability to meet its day-to-day needs; ensure that established 
shops, facilities and services are able to develop and modernise in a way that 
is sustainable, and retained for the benefit of the community; and 

 ensure an integrated approach to considering the location of housing, 
economic uses and community facilities and services. 

Policy: Tourism Facilities/ Out of Season Attractions 
Policy: Green Tourism 
The Neighbourhood Plan supports the growth of 
sustainable tourism businesses, an important sector in the 
economy of this area.  Opportunities to extend the tourist 
season through the provision of all-weather activities and 
attractions are encouraged. 
Policy: Food Growing 
Local people are encouraged to grow their own food 
through policies on allotments and community food 
growing, which supports sustainable food production. 
Policy: Workplace Training 
Employers are encouraged to offer training and 
development to local people so that the level of skills and 
qualifications in the Bude-Stratton area is increased. 
The Economic Development and Employment Chapter 
focuses on “opportunities for economic development and 
employment over and above the traditional tourist 
sector”, recognising that a diverse job market which 
offers year-round opportunities is important to local 
people. 
Policy: Community Hub 
This policy encourages the provision of space for business 
start-ups, alongside other community uses, to enable 
sharing of information and space and allowing small 
businesses to get off the ground and become successful 
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17.Education and Skills 
 

Objective Baseline situation/issues 
How does the Neighbourhood Plan respond to 
this objective? 

To maximise 
accessibility for 
all to the 
necessary 
education, skills 
and knowledge 
to play a full 
role in society. 
 

Across Cornwall there are 237 primary schools and 31 secondary schools of 
which 15 have sixth forms as well as four special schools which include 
secondary age pupils. There are two tertiary/further education colleges 
(Truro/Penwith College and Cornwall College) whilst the new Combined 
University Campus at Penryn and Falmouth provides a wide range of courses. 
Higher education access is seen as a vital component of regeneration within 
a range of community plans. Access to courses run at tertiary and further 
education colleges (Truro, Penwith and 
Cornwall Colleges) can vary. Cornwall relies heavily on complex transport 
arrangements to bring more people to learning and this process is both 
expensive and time consuming for learners and providers (Sustainability 
Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013). 
 
Given the geographical location of Bude, in addition to the educational 
establishments within Cornwall, some students attend colleges (further 
education) in Devon, as these can be more convenient that others in 
Cornwall 
 

The Neighbourhood Plan tackles the issue of 
education and skills in the chapter headed 
“Education and Training”, the objective of which 
is to “enhance opportunities for higher and 
further education and workplace training in 
Bude-Stratton, making it a more sustainable 
location to live, work and study”.  
 
Policy: Further and Higher Education 
Policy supports the creation of new opportunities 
in Bude-Stratton, and encourages links with the 
South West’s universities. 
 
Policy: Workplace Training 
Supports opportunities for workplace training in 
furthering local skills. 
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18.Transport and Accessibility 
 

 

 

  

Objective Baseline situation/issues 
How does the Neighbourhood Plan respond to this 
objective? 

To improve access to key 
services and facilities by 
reducing the need to 
travel and by providing 
safe sustainable travel 
choices. 
 
To reduce traffic 
congestion and minimise 
transport related 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
 

The principal mode of transport is the car; there has been 
a significant growth in use over time and an increased 
dependence on the car. The result of this has been busier 
roads, road congestion, road accident casualties, 
localised air quality issues and fewer public transport 
services. In the more rural areas of Cornwall, travel 
choices can be limited for those without access to a car. 
Reliable transport infrastructure is a crucial enabler of 
economic development (Sustainability Appraisal of Local 
Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013). 
 
The Community Consultation at the outset of the 
Neighbourhood Plan process revealed that 89% of those 
who responded wanted to see improved public transport 
links within and outside Bude-Stratton, and 80% were 
concerned about road safety.  This information is 
contained within the Issues Report in the Evidence Base 
document. 

Neighbourhood Plan Transport Chapter deals with these 
issues, and has the following overall aim, “to encourage 
improvements to the road network and public transport 
opportunities to offer more sustainable travel choices.  
Making better provision for walking and cycling as 
transport modes is also a priority” 
 
In accessibility terms, housing, town centre and 
services/facilities policies all aim to locate the things 
people need in the most sustainable locations to reduce 
the need to travel.   
 
This may mean town centre locations or other accessible 
places which can easily reached on foot/ cycle, or near 
public transport routes. 
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19.Energy 
 

 

Objective Baseline situation/issues 
How does the Neighbourhood Plan respond to 
this objective? 

To encourage 
the use of 
renewable 
energy, 
increase energy 
efficiency and 
security and 
reduce fuel 
poverty. 
 
 
 
 
 

The UK is now a net importer of energy with indigenous energy production 
21% less than energy consumption in 2007, making energy security an 
important issue (Sustainability Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 
2013).  
 
Much of Cornwall is off the gas network, which has significant implications 
in terms of security of supply and access to energy. It was estimated that 
43% of total households in Cornwall were off-gas in 2003 (Sustainability 
Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013).  
 
Levels of fuel poverty are high in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, with 16.2% 
of all households in 2006 estimated to be in fuel poverty (when more than 
10% of household income is spent on fuel), compared to 11.8% nationally 
(Sustainability Appraisal of Local Plan, Cornwall Council, 2013). 

The Neighbourhood Plan has a chapter on Energy, 
and its aim is to “improve the energy sustainability 
of Bude-Stratton” 
 
Policy: Renewable Energy 
Community energy proposals are supported, 
though since the policy does not specify suitable 
site locations, wind energy is excluded from this 
policy and will be dealt with on a case by case basis 
by Cornwall Council. 


