
534 
 

APPENDIX 6 – 2012 Scoping Survey Community Responses 
 

Most value 

1. What do you value most about living in Bude-Stratton 

Geographical 

The sea and the beach and the lovely friendly people and their dogs 

The location - sea and cliffs are wonderfully therapeutic 

One of the things we most appreciate is that it's still possible to stand in the middle of Bude or Stratton and enjoy a vista of rolling farmed countryside and 
a dramatic coast line and are sure that this is what draws other people to holiday here.  If large developments such as Binhamy become the favoured way 
of resolving local housing needs in Bude-Stratton, then this benefit will be totally lost and visitors won't want to come to holiday in just another large 
faceless sprawling town like the one they probably already live in.  The Neighbourhood Plan should therefore promote a strategy that favours the use of 
Brownfield sites over Greenfield sites and developments should be small scale to reduce the impact on the landscape and retain the feel of the two 
towns. 

Being surrounded by family and friends.  Pleasant scenery and areas for walking.  Continuing to live in an area where I grew up and is therefore familiar. 

Being near family, the seaside and surrounding views. 

It's still relatively unspoilt - so nice to be within walking distance and having free access to downs, beaches, river and canal.  It's still sufficiently small that 
we can meet people we know and say good morning etc.  We must take pride and fully support our local hospital - otherwise we risk losing it. 

The open space and wild coastal environment.  The small town friendliness.  The absence of multinational town commercialism. 

The beach, local community feel, canal and walking 

Bude Stratton is generally a safe and clean place to live and work.  It has good and much valued open spaces which gives good recreational opportunities.  
It also has an interesting and valued heritage. 

The proximity of coast and countryside.  The friendliness of the resident population.  There's something "special" about it 

The natural setting of our town and coastline 

Present environment 

The relative peace, the sea, the locals 

1. Slower pace of life 2. Friendliness of the local people to being recognised in the shops  3. Swimming in open air sea more 

Sea, scenery, good neighbours, the general friendliness of inhabitants 

Peace, tranquility, neighbours, beaches, nature, town amenities 

Quiet, peaceful, friendly and beautiful surroundings - easy walking distance to cafes shops etc coast path and canal 
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The beauty of the environment 

Our coast, the quiet and friendly feel 

It's undeveloped nature 

Access to walking areas like Bude Marshes and rural footpaths 

Near the sea 

Canal, heritage, sea lock and proximity of the sea 

Its my home town.  I value the sea, the beaches, the lock and the canal and my family history 

Unspoilt countryside cliffs.  Low crime rate.  Friendly people.  No overwhelming large stores etc 

The seaside and beautiful countryside alongside it 

A feeling of belonging to a small community in Poughill 

It's close proximity to coastal and countryside environment with seasonal influx of visitors.  The attempts being made to retain and make use of its 
historical assets. 

Being in a small town in beuatiful coastal scenery which I have known and appreciated all my life.  It hasn't changed too much to lose its charm ... yet 

Sea and beaches (Sea Pool).  Sports facilities 

The peace and quiet of being surrounded by fields and no houses 

The surroundings: sea, countryside 

Sea, beaches, cliff walks, canal and tow-path, sea-pool.  Friendly community - people look out for one another.  Active U3A for the older people.  Good 
indoor swimming pool.  Many thriving organisations 
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Disadvantages 

2. What disadvantages do you find living in Bude Stratton 

Geographical ! 

A little far from civilisation - Too few jobs away from the service industry 

It's such a long way from anywhere, especially a major hospital.  But complemented by 1 above 

As a retired ageing couple, a major disadvantage is that Stratton is a long way for a major hospital.  Despite the fact that we have community 
hospitals in both Holsworthy and Stratton neither singularly or combined do they offer a realistic alternative to travelling to one of the major 
hospitals in the South West.  We would like to see one of the local hospitals, either Stratton or Holsworthy, upgraded to provide more services.  For 
example regular peripatetic consultant out patient clinics, x-ray department for minor injuries with above all, seven day working.  It would be better 
to close one hospital rather than have two that don't appear to meet anyone's needs.  These comments are probably beyond the scope of the 
Neighbourhood Plan and would need to be NHS driven but it's a point worth making. 

Parking.  Very limited free parking spaces which doesn't encourage us to shop in town and use the smaller independent shops - encourages use of the 
supermarkets where parking is free.  Low number of employment opportunities which offer adequate to well-paid wage rates to meet the high living 
costs in the area.  Lack of adequate public transport to busier towns/cities which operate at adequate times.  I am required to work in Barnstaple and 
there are no routes which meet the times I am required to get to work and return from work.  Lack of investment by Council in leisure facilities and 
children's play areas.  some facilities are not being looked after and are becoming run-down (Splash, Stratton play park), others have been sold-off 
and prices have increased above inflation making it too expensive to attend regularly (Bude Leisure Centre).  Poor traffic management on A39 at top 
of Coast View and bottom of New Road in Stratton.  Roundabouts rather than junctions/traffic lights would improve the flow of traffic on the main 
'through routes' of Bude/Stratton and reduce the amount of accidents. 

Lack of shops for homewares (such as bedding, lighting, kitchen equipment) that aren't expensive and a lack of clothes shops at reasonable prices.  
General lack of shops that offer value for money.  Lack of jobs (particularly full time) and the wages do not work in line with housing costs in Bude.  
High private rental costs.  Low housing benefit rates which do not take the housing costs in Bude into consideration.  Lack of use of a public Leisure 
Centre as it is mainly used by Budehaven School and is expensive when the public can use it.  General lack of leisure opportunities in Bude.  Most 
training/courses at the Gregson Centre run during the day on weekdays when people are working.  Splash and Harlequins should be good sources of 
leisure activities but lack of investment means they are run down and appear shabby and are dirty.  Children often become ill after swimming at 
Splash.  The Citizens Advice Bureau is mainly open during working hours at specific times which makes it difficult or impossible for people to attend 
when they need to. 

As a coastal town we appear not to have enough clout to attract other stores such as ALDI, Tesco, Lidl, Wilkinsons yet towns around us seem to 
manage this to some degree (Tesco going to Holsworthy and Camelford, Waitrose in Holsworthy).  The lack of competition means that whilst wages 
are low in this area but fuel, food etc is mor expensive.  Wroes and Truscotts do their best but there is simply not enough variety so we invariably do 
Christmas and other special occasion shopping in Barnstaple, Exeter or even Plymouth - despite the transport consideration.  Lack of genuinely 
affordable housing for or own young people.  Unless we respond to this they move away and take their money with them.  Bude will only thrive if 
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there are full time jobs for tjose who need them, paying decent levels of wages and homes for all ages.  If you want a vision of where we could end up 
visit Padstow - the centre of the town is virtually all holiday lets.  Breakwater Road is already similar to this, I believe.  This is a limited seasonal spend 
which generates little for the community of Bude-Stratton.  Bude Leisure Centre and Splash used to be affordable but since going into Trust (or 
whatever it was that happened) the prices shot up and doubtless, usage fell. 

Access to good medical facilities (Stratton hospital could do more diagnostic procedures and straightforward treatments).  Appalling out of hours 
medical services.  Greedy developers attracted by our open green spaces. 

Sewage overflow into sea when there is heavy rainfall ruining the sea which is our main attraction 

Poor public transport links to major towns / cities.  Lack of rail transport.  Inadequate medical services.  Lack of better further education for 16yrs +. 
Lack of outreach facilities from University of Cornwall. 

The lack of a railway link to the main line.  The distance from "full size" hospitals.  Now that we have lost NCDC, the feeling that no-one of influence in 
Truro knows what living in Bude is like. 

The failure of the council in not planning for the release of several small areas of land for housing development to encourage local builders and all 
other providers of services to provide local employment.  This has allowed the unwanted Binhamy development.  The failure of the council to 
anticipate the traffic and parking problems caused by the failure to take advantage of providing a relief road direct from the A39 to Crooklets when 
developers would have contributed to the cost. 

Lack of forward thinking 

The distance from hospitals and main transport hubs but I'll cope with that to have the peace I like 

1. Distance from mainline transport 2. Distance from hospitals for more advanced treatment and specialists 

Difficulties of travel, lack of parking space, apart from the triangle no pleasant areas to sit in sheltered, sof grassy gardens 

Too many empty and holiday homes.  Transport (public) No trash and bus connections and after 5 is impossible to get back.  Not much in the way of 
jobs / generate income 

A long way to nearest large hospital and lacking a railway station for public transport for Exeter and beyond 

Distances from the hospitals and good medical facilities so more visits from consultants here! 

The distance to hospitals.  Parking especially for the doctors at Stratton 

No train service 

Price of parking for local people. Lack of jobs in Bude area, especially for young people.  The state of the public toilets in Stratton and Poughill.  The 
lack of children's off-road play area.  The lack of further education facilities. 

Remoteness to medical facilities.  Poor transport to Barnstaple hospital.  Difficult transport provision.  Poor commercial facilioties such as banks and 
building societies 

Lack of public transport (no trains) distance to hospitals 

Not near enough to decent hospital facilities 

A long way from main hospitals.  A long way from theatre concerts etc.  Not enough ethnic mix 



538 
 

Distance to major services - hospitals, theatres, routeways, airports and major big stores like John Lewis, House of Fraser, M & S, Debenhams 

a) Lack of train services b) the distance to main hospitals 

Lack of well paid emplyment opportunities for existing residents of all ages with little incentive for school leavers to remain in the area having 
achieved high educational grades - except those willing to sacrifice financial reward to remain in a community with environmental assets 

There are no rail links at all left in this area, as there were in recent past, and the road system is already inadequate for all the cars, buses and huge 
freight vehicles, struggling to pass along narrow, twisty, rural roads. Parking has become more and more of a problem since there is no alternative to 
using road transport.  Most families use at least one car, in an area where the bus service is not that frequest, and many have to find work farther 
afield. 

Isolation. Poor transport links.  Major services (hospitals - local government) long distance from those (?) Poor employment / pay in area 

Lack of pavements.  The narrowness of the road and cars speeding through the village despite the thumps.  Building houses in the village would make 
this worse 

Transport (public), lack of major shopping facilities.  Everyone knows your business.  Arbitrary planning approval.  The fair.  Parking on double yellow 
lines 

A long way from hospitals, crematoria, railway stations.  The town lacks a distinctive 'Cornsih character' and looks increasingly run down and tatty.  
The Strand Hotel is an eye-sore and will become a liability unless sold soon.  Could usefully be turned into small business accommodation or flats. 

 

Jobs and Housing 

 

3. How do we support jobs and local housing needs now and in the future? 

make it possible for our youngsters to live and work locally 

Extol Bude's virtues to young families - tax breaks on land to encourage light industry to move in 

Find a way to keep shops from closing down.  Encourage hotels etc to provide "out of season" interest.  Stop the drain of B&B w(?) 

Tourism is likely to remain the best employer for the area for the foreseeable future as Bude-Stratton is too remote to attract any major 
manufacturing industry.  Once super-fast broadband is available and delivering faster and more reliable internet access, this might however 
provide opportunities for technical, specialist or internet based businesses to set-up in the area, although these businesses are more likely to 
be small scale employing only a few people.  The financial services sector may be attracted to the area, but without easy access to good 
transport links eg airport, train, motorway; Bude-Stratton will remain less attractive that the likes of Exeter and Plymouth.  Judging by the 
number of visitors each summer, Bude-Stratton must already be providing the attractions and services that tourists want.  It is essential 
therefore that the Neighbourhood Plan focus's on maintaining and improving the quality of these services.  To support business start-up the 
Plan should also incorporate provision for small scale business units as well as training facilities.  See also question 6.  It is difficult for the 
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average member of the public to provide a meaningful opinion on how we can support housing needs without adequate background 
knowledge.  For example the current development boundaries, land owned by Cornwall Council both inside and outside the development 
boundary and its intended use, planning permissions currently sought or granted and especially the number and type of new houses Cornwall 
Council or central government expects Bude-Stratton to absorb.  It would be useful if the working party could take the lead and hold targeted 
meetings or set-up public displays eg in the Bude Library where this information is made available to the electorate, only then can we begin 
to answer this question.  This point was made very well at the Stratton public meeting. 

I have friends and family who are single with no children and work in the area, but there is a severe lack of affordable and suitable housing for 
them.  Smaller properties are required at lower rental rates or opportunities for affordable purchase and getting on the property ladder.  As 
can be seen with the new development at Binhamy, developers are continuing to build for people who are either not local or for second-
home ownership.  Second-home owners or holiday home owners should be paying a premium on rates where they are not contributing to 
the local economy or using its facilities on a regular basis.  Too many landlords purchase properties in Bude area to privately rent out at 
higher rental costs.  This reduces the opportunities for young individuals or families from Bude looking to get on the property ladder to invest 
in housing and stay in the area on a long-term basis.  They could be providing potential opportunities for their own children to stay and 
contribute to Bude in the future, but will be less willing if using the short-term/less secure rental route.  Unless rent and rates charges to 
smaller businesses in Bude are reduced, there will be a requirement to invite larger chain shops that meet our everyday needs offering value 
for money to invest in Bude and open shops.  At the moment small businesses are expensive to buy from and do not have the range of items 
which we all seem to enjoy nowadays.  These larger chains would provide greater employment opportunities.  Very small local businesses no 
longer have the financial support to continue long-term when the quieter winter months arrive, outside of the 'tourist season'. 

Lack of support currently for single local people who work and have no children.  Build smaller properties (particularly 1 bed properties) for 
single local people (with no children and who work) to rent at ta low rate.  Stop developers building for people who are not local.  Stop 
people buying holiday homes in Bude.  Prevent so many private landlords buying so many properties in Bude area to rent out at high private 
rental costs and in turn promote properties being used for low rental costs.  Possibly buy houses that are already built in Bude area to rent 
out at low rental costs to local people.  Bring in larger chain shops that are good for everyday use that offer value for money rather than small 
businesses which are expensive and do not have a very large range of items. 

We do not need speculative businessmen developing the area purely for their own ends and with no concern nor providing anything to the 
community.  Firstly we must look after existing residents;  I don't wish to pull up the bridges but clearly, bringing in more families or retireds 
from the south east etc will only place a burden on the infrastructure (sewerage, medical and dental facilities, schools, social services, car 
parking, policing etc).  Then any development must contain significant affordable and social housing (not unlike the proposed Bovis Binhamy 
development Phase 1 where 10 are affordable out of 95 proposed).  Building will create jobs but temporarily so we must insist on some 
community premises (meeting places for clubs, elderly, nursery provision etc) and budget stores for grocery provision etc which will provide 
some jobs.  We also need to look at our industrial estates to see what can be done to encourage manufacturers to move here - we have many 
of the required skills but the work is often out of town.  I wonder what proportion of people who live in Bude-Stratton actually work here?  
Why do they travel to work and then, why is the work available in Holsworthy, Camelford, Launceston, Torrington, Bideford, Wadebridge, 
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Barnstaple etc that is not available here? Is it the level of rent / lease charged by the relevant agencies?  Is it the level of Business Rates?  It's 
clearly not the labour cost.  Discourage the buy to let market - this is only catering for a niche market who then rent to the poor at an 
exorbitant rent.  Bear in mind too, that it is government policy to provide less support by way of benfits system.  This market has the effect of 
pushing up prices/rents while there is insufficient social housing.  If there were better availability of social housing for Bude people (not for 
the rest of Cornwall as appears to be the case) then the rental sector will invariably shrink. 

Drop the fallacy that building large quantities of speculative housing along with yet another supermarket / superstore will cure the housing 
needs of Bude-Stratton people and provide meaningful jobs 

Build on brown field sites.  No more housing until there are more jobs otherwise we just get people on benefits 

Campaign for better road links to A30 / M5.  Campaign for better rail links.  Rail head at Holsworthy / Bude.  This would encourage employers 
to see Bude as a better base to situate their enterprise.  Likewise a better educational base leads to better jobs.  Better jobs raise incomes 
and makes housing affordable 

We need one-bedroom flats for local "sigles" so that we can keep our young people in our area.  We need to "ring fence" these properties for 
locals or (at the very widest) Cornish inhabitants.  Double (at least) the Council tax on properties vacant for more than 3 months a year 

y allowing several small areas for housing development to provide work for local builders and provide ancillary services including sites in 
Poughill.  Poughill has special needs which seems to have been neglected and overlooked by the Town Council in spite of high council tax.  
There has been no significant housing development for over 30 years.  Poughill does not want to become a museum.  We value our ststus as 
a conservation area but this should not prevent us from having improvements where possible to our highway and road footpaths to increase 
safety for traffic and pedestrians particualrly for vivitors to our camping site.  We were promised a footpath to the village centre from 
Flaxbury 60 years.  Visibility at the centre crossroads could be improved by making small alterations to the walling and adding saftey 
pedestrian crossing.  We also need some housing development to ensure that our remaining social activities are maintained and local labour 
is available 

Planned development 

A very hard one.  In the present economic climate I think we have to concentrate on what we do best; beaches, surf, walks, countryside.  get 
cars out of the town centre as much as possible.  Experiment with a little pedestrianisation perhaps.  I think there are possibilities with a 
virtually level cycle track from Bude to Widemouth (out of Bude / Stratton area, I know).  My idea would use the existing track to Hele Bridge 
and then would "The Sand Track" to Widemouth.  This is the permissive path that the Proudfoot family have recently opened up.  Nowadays 
when we hear that "cycling is the new golf" it might prove to be a winner if our 2 biggest beaches could be connected by a cycleway.  I have 
spoke to Proudfoots about this and they intimated that they were not against the idea.  Funding?  Sustrans?  I think that this will be more 
cost effective than trying to join Bude to Holsworthy by bike 

1. Provide improving transport links for goods manufacturing locally 2. Provide affordable housing 

Support apprenticeship schemes, discourage buying up of properties, by local taxes, if possible of people using their properties for short 
periods of the year only 
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We must be seen as the largest town in the area or a large player in trains improvement and derules (?) to and from tourist spots or other 
town links and with 

make sure any new developments include social housing.  Lobby MPs to make second home owners pay more council tax and promote green 
renewable energy to create jobs and small businesses 

Put jobs before housing, particularly social housing!  Re-energise redundant industrial buildings.  No more second home conversions at all.  In 
fact change much council tax for empty property. 

Encouraging local industries (not just tourism), build genuinely, affordable houses on brownfield sites 

By supporting the businesses in Stratton 

Much better transport links and roads.  Increase council tax and water charges on second homes to discourage underused homes 

Encourage manufacture or "nuts bolts and washers" to support any industry locally 

perhaps we could get Cornwall Council's Economic development staff (whose salaries we pay) to advise us on how to attract more employers 
to Bude to provide the jobs we need. 

You tell me! 

Now- major support for tourism industry, it's the biggest money spinner.  Future - need to develop transport infrastructure - dual-
carriageway or railway from A30 through??? 

Unless jobs are created; even so called "affordable houses" are not affordable 

This needs expansions of businesses offering employment for the current population before building more houses beyond their financial 
reach which encourages multi house ownership by a few for rent, generating more welfare supported unemployed 

Exactly ... At present at least one third of properties in the centre of Stratton belong to second home owners are empty for much of the year, 
if not let to holidaymakers.  Whether it release more homes if rates were charged to second home owners is debatable, but it would surely 
help if such rates were used by CC to build council houses for rent, by local families, as there is never enough low cost housing in this 
area ...use local labour force for this building work and for creating jobs in recycling; green energy projects and local services.  It is not 
sustainable to bring more people into such an area without available work. 

Lower rent / rates for commercial premises.  Control second homes.  Grants for incoming manufacturing businesses 

Endorse development ie Binhamy. Use local tradesmen. Encourage larger firms / businesses to use locals.  Encourage locals to get on with it! 

Support for jobs.  Busineeses should be given free on-road parking (with permits if they lack garages (residents too come to that).  Free 
parking in town on Saturdays from noon and on Fridays.  Further education (possibly technical for younger people - encouraging them to find 
employment here.  Local housing needs.  Increase tax on 2nd homes to painful level.  Increase council tax for single people living in large 
houses of 3+ bedrooms. 
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Protection 

 

4. Which areas would you like to see protected in Bude-Stratton? 

Downs - coastline 

The beach, the cliffs, the views of houses / hotels by the sea.  The Sand Dunes.  The Town itself. 

The beach areas - please no "modernising" keep the victorian feel 

The agricultural landscape in which Bude-Stratton sits is of historical and topographical importance and as a general principle the Neighbourhood 
Plan should ensure that prime agricultural land is not sacrificed for further development.  In order to preserve and grow tourism in Bude-Stratton the 
Neighbourhood Plan should ensure that domestic and commercial developments do not encroach on or have a detrimetnal affect on the character 
and appearance of the Conservation and Recreational Area of Bude-Stratton.  For example the old town of Stratton (please see our letter of 19th 
August to the working party re the land north of 1-3 Old Drovers Way), the Bude Canal and Wharf, the beaches and coastal headland.  An exclusion 
zone for development in and around these areas should be put forward in the Plan. 

Canal, Castle Grounds, Beaches/Cliffs.  Remaining undeveloped Pathfields.  Helebridge/marsh area cycle trail. 

Seaside, cliffs, canal, castle grounds and the rest of the Pathfields that still remains. 

The areas that make Bude-Stratton the place that it is; the Downs, Cliffs, Beaches, River, Harbour, Canal, Castle environs.  Also please seek to keep 
the remaining piece of Pathfields undeveloped; we lost a lot of it to the Broadclose development but the Stratton end at least, serves to demonstrate 
how it used to be. 

All areas within 2 miles of the coast including nature reserves and canal environs.  Also the historic areas of Stratton and Poughill 

The downs, the canal, green fields 

The Bude Valley from the sea lock to Helebridge, including the canal and the side slopes of the valley.  The land at Higher Wharf for continued 
community use. 

The Downs, the break between Bude (Flexbury) and Poughill; Stamford Hill 

Mainly the coastal scenery, beaches, swimming pool and visistor activity areas. 

Car parking - health centre - easily achieved 

The downs, the sea pool, the marshes 

1. Canal and marshes 2. Beaches 3. Golf course / the downs 4. Maintenance and footpaths and coastal rights of way as well as inland 

Sea, shore, cliffs, large gardens (bought for development) 

We must protect all the natural spots.  We can build up inland more 

All green areas especially along the canal, higher and lower wharf sea front beach and cliffs 

Coastal footpath.  No more groups on the canal - and think who use it should pay towards its maintenance 
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Binhamy and all current agricultural land 

The children's play area 

Canal, green areas, woods, beaches 

Conservation Areas and all listed buildings.  Open spaces and green farmland to grow food in the future 

All present green fields 

Countryside ???? Do not allow factories, sports halls are full with ? prominent 

We must keep as much "green areas" as possible and build only in small lets (?) , to blend in with the area. 

Areas outside the current boundaries of development and conservation.  No convergence of surrounding villages to each other or attachment of 
them to the town area. 

I would prefer to see some ribbon development along the A39, with access to piblic transport, or in brownfield sites rather than filling the existing 
'green lung' between Bude and Stratton.  I do not see any advantage in building 50 more houses up the hill out of Stratton along the 3072 road 
towards Holsworthy, which would no doubt pollute the river at the bottom of the valley further, and stretch existing minimal resources in Stratton. 
Obviously the coastal areas need protection from intrusive development. 

Generally control housing so that it is good quality with good gardens and public areas - recent housing has been poor quality.  Avooid dveleopment 
joining up the individual parishes of Poughill - Stratton - Flexiry - Bude 

The areas around the village Hall in Poughhill.  The toilets in the village which are used a lot 

beach / cliffs / canal / coastpath / seapool / library / mobile library. Town bus 

Beaches, sea-pool, cliff walks, tow path, wild areas (for wild flowers, bees, butterflies, dormice, bats (alas, too late to hope that the Binhamy 
development will fail....) Historic buildings in Stratton.Wharf.  Lower prices for beach car parks.  Snatch up beach huts - especially at Crooklets (?) but 
not too garish 

 

  



544 
 

Priorities 

 

5. What are your priorities for the development of Bude-Stratton? 

Free parking on Saturdays from noon.  More reasonable season ticket for local people in employment 

The Bude See Pool.  The great children's playground behind RNLI station on Summerleaze. 

Have housing that young can afford and appropriate infrastructure, to keep a proper balance of age grouping in the town. 

As with question 3, without sufficient information it is difficult to express an opinion that has value.  However our headline views are: 
 
- Brownfield sites should always take development priority, followed by the notional buffer zone between the two towns. 
 
- If there is land set aside as buffer zones between Bude, Stratton and Poughill (this was mentioned by Lea Deely at the Stratton meeting), then this 
land should be used before spreading out Westwards, Eastwards or Southwards.  Development of this land should be prioritised.  firstly for 
developments that provide community services eg education and training (schools, colleges etc), NHS services eg doctor's surgery, dentist etc and 
socialising and recreation eg community halls and secondly affordable housing. 
 
- Developments should always be small scale 
 
Bude, Poughill and Stratton BSTC Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Housing - Bude, Poughill 
 
Transport - Railway, roads, buses 
 
Health and Wellbeing 
 
Employment - tourism 
 
Education 
 
Town Centre, streets 
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Local Businesses 
 
Leisure - culture 
 
Environment 
 
Beaches - Crooklets, Summerleaze, Widemouth 
 
Car parks 
 
Traffic control plan for the future 
 
Waste and power 
 
- Any future development should provide good quality, energy efficient buildings to a style that blends or compliments existing built forms, 
particularly in and adjacent to Conservation Areas.  Rather than development for development sake. 
 
-All housing developments should provide adequate off-road parking 
 
- The development of community halls/buildings that provide a multifunctional space that can be used by a variety of community groups or 
activities should be encouraged over setting aside land specifically for playing fields.  The football pitch on the Broadclose development is more of 
an eye sore than an asset.  The grass is rarely cut and the area is mainly used as a dog's WC.  As the space is unused for its intended purpose it 
would be better to build some more affordable houses on it and save the cost of cutting the grass. 

Children's play area in Stratton.   Improved traffic management in Stratton.  Appropriate and affordable housing for local single people who work in 
the area.  Either 'Chain' shops that offer value for money and a larger range of items (they will also provide larger job opportunities) or lower 
rent/rates to help small local businesses during winter months. 

Housing for local single people who work and have no children to rent at a low cost which is affordable (smaller properties, particularly 1 bed 
properties).  More chain shops that offer value for money and larger range of items (ie Wilkinson, Tesco Extra, Homebase).  Another competitive 
supermarket as Sainsburys is too expensive and doesn't stock many items which only leaves us with Morrisons to shop at (ie Tesco, Asda, Aldi, Lidl) 

There is significant need for 1 bedroom apartment / flats which is a market no one seems to address except by closed Hotel conversion (e.g. Burn 
Court).  An increasing number of people are entering relationships later in life or their relationships end so single people don't need multiple rooms. 
We are already addressing the needs of families.  These could be by way of social housing or affordable starter homes, either outright purchase or 
buy/part rent: it gets young people ( these days up to the age of 35) into the home-buying market and gives them a start.  We do not need nor can 
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we accommodate huge development.  I believe that the Broadclose development has already created problems for the infrastructure of the area.  
The Blanchminster Trust are significant landowners - is there anything that can be done by working with them, to bring shops to the town.  It's in 
nobody's interest for shops to be boarded up.  More stores (jobs) and manufacture (jobs) - the bottom line is jobs bring wealth - if we have the 
stores the money will be spent locally, which is all good for the area.  These jobs must not be seasonal.  Bude-Stratton is a holiday area but unless 
we address the year round need we ill never get away from the position that we are now in and in fact, as people holiday abroad because it is 
cheaper, it is a declining market anyway and we must be innovative in looking at other ways of generating wealth.  Appropriate areas for 
development/enhancement would include Strand Hotel and top of town including former Beech Motors (Bus Garage too?).  Have you considered 
providing a car park for the many town centre workers - this would relieve street parking and generate revenue for the council, something I know 
you are anxious to do. 

See 3 above.  Also, develop and encourage meaningful employment which is not reliant on transport networks.  Such as scientific research, IT 
technology and design industries.  Also get the cycleway finished to develop non bucket and spade tourism and encourage local tourism industries. 

No back garden in fill 

Provision of good quality social housing and housing that is affordable within the local scales of income.  BSTC should consider becoming a housing 
authority.  Improvements in public transport, better road link to A30 / M5.  Pressure to achieve a rail link Holsworthy / Bude.  Better further 
education and medical facilities. 

No more 3 and 4 bedroomed houses (or larger).  Singles flats.  Stratton needs the by-pass (from the hill above the Brooks!) that was planned years 
ago.  The huge artics going round the corners onto Bridge Street are dangerous to people, property and road structure. 

More selective housing developments.  Every new house releases another house somewhere and so helps the housing problems countrywide 

Modern thinking and facilities.  Arcades Queen Street! Inclement weather, Cinema, theatre, ice rink!  Council Offices and restaurant 

More housing at the lower end of the market 

1. Affordable housing / flats for local people 2. Planning restrictions on large houses as second homes for incomers 

To avoid over-exploitation which will bear heavily on local services, schools etc.  Provision of medical attention at weekends and during the night 

Permament market pitches.  A large company like M&S, John Lewis etc. with sub ind est ie Comet.  We must not let all supermarkets close down 
independents 

Make sure new developments are sustainable with local and public use a priority so the visual and social environment of Bude is not damaged 

No more charity shops - reduce rates to help local businesses 

Small scales of housing for mixture of ages 

Genuine affordable housing (social housing or shared ownership) 

Roundabout at Skitches corner.  Cordoning off Union Hill to prevent access by HGV vehicles 

Jobs, A&E, NHS Dentist 

Good quality jobs 

Organic growth for local housing.  Decent salaried jobs which will finance a mortgage.  More starter homes 
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Local affordable housing.  Jobs.  Development of infrastructure before further large scale development 

1. Sort out "The ?  2. Get rid of .....affordable houses with parking 3.  Pedestrianise Queen Street totally in daylight hours 

To avoid large developments and control the standard of properties.  Save our green belt !!! 

Skilled employment - return of Summerleaze car park to B&STC to enable investment back into the Bude area 

Why does it need to 'develop', in the sense of growing or expanding in size?  It would be more to the point to help to make existing communities 
sustainable, by using their local resources ... See the 'transition movement' which is expanding from Devon and being practised nearby ... one of the 
worrying aspects of much needed development at the hospital in Stratton is the insistence of having ready prepared food transported in ... 
presumably for the twelve beds and the new wards + staff ...In the short term this may save money; for existing contracts with suppliers in place 
and standardised food available, but food is such an important aspect of health that this seems quite mad .. Of course cutting out kitchen costs may 
be expedient now, but jobs which have been lost for the future and resources wasted on transporting such food in, cannot really be sustainable .. 
This facility is a real step forward at the moment ... However, beds for twelve in patients and new facilities in the hospital having already cost £3 
million; it will in no way be adequate for the thousands of extra residents proposed for the future ....if these plans for development go ahead... 

Binhamy with support infrastructure / public services 

Parking at the medical centre.  Community bus.  Lidl would be good! 

Creative centre, permanent art gallery.  Poetry and literature festival.  Small purpose-built theatre??  Increase facilities at Stratton hospital - with 
space opposite veterinary surgery on A39 used for extra buildings and parking.  Park and Ride scheme for summer months. 
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Services 

 

6. What services do you think are needed to help the town develop? 

Further education (technical) sharing (?) empty Tripos site? 

Making it a Unique Cornish Enclave for walkers and hikers and eco people and families 

Selective free parking - or much cheaper season tickets.  Probably cheaper business rates for shops.  Better poloicing.  Keep buses - a lifeline for 
many 

1.  Visitors to Bude whether on holiday, shopping or making recreational use of the town, beaches etc should have better toilet facilities than is 
currently available in and around the town.  The maintenance and operation of public toilets should be transferred from Cornwall Council to the 
Town Council.  In order to foster the idea of localism in general, Councils should be financially supporting local the Town Council by transferring 
not only non-money making assets such as public toilets but also money making assets like car parks and other municipal assets such as the beach 
huts.  Alternatively charging for the use of toilet facilities at Summerleaze and Crooklets could provide extra income for the Town Council to cover 
the cost of maintenance.  However this would only be viable once the toilets are in a much better condition than they are currently.  Paying for 
facilities seems to be unthinkable to many people but holiday makers and visitors must realise that if they want first class facilities, they will have 
to pay for them. 
 
2.  Does Stratton Old Town really need toilet facilities?  We are the only local residents that we've ever seen use these facilities although they are 
on occasion used by passing delivery drivers who park half on the pavement, blocking vehicular traffic.  The footprint of the existing building is 
already that of a reasonable sized bungalow and if the adjacent small public open space was incorporated with it, several flats could be built there.  
This would provide a saving for both the town and Cornwall Council as well as providing a housing gain. 
 
3.  Stratton has a general problem with on-street parking and car parking needs to be improved.  The car park needs to be extended or another 
site found that would encourage residents to park off-street.  The provision of reserved spaces for residents would be also useful. 
 
4.  The problem of dog fouling in Bude and Stratton is beginning to get out of hand.  This is objectionable to locals and visitors and does nothing 
for the towns profile or attractiveness to holidaymakers.  It's got to the situation where Bude-Stratton really needs its own dog warden but also a 
means of clearing up the mess. 
 
5.  More training services for all age groups looking to improve their skills and job opportunities.  Is the Gregson Centre being fully utilised? 
 
6.  Good health services (see also comments above re hospitals) 
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7. It would be nice to encourage Spec Savers opticians into the town 
 
8. To ensure good access for face to face service and opportunities for socialising and leisure activities, the local 128 bus service between Stratton, 
Bude and Pughill must be retained.  It would also be an advantage if the 128 service could be extended to include Sundays during the summer 
months. 
 
There was mention at the public meeting that the Neighbourhood Plan would need to be support by 'data'.  We would like to stress again that the 
public also needs 'data' in order to provide and support a valued view on what it wants and doesn't want for Bude-Stratton both now and in the 
future. 

Free parking on allocated days to encourage people to visit the town centre and shop with the local retailers.  Improved bus routes from Bude to 
assist job requirements and (at the moment) shopping trips (eg Barnstaple, Plymouth, Exeter, Truro).  The development of new houses will require 
an additional doctor's surgery, dentist and primary school.  Waiting times and appointments are already too excessive and not appropriate.  A 
train service. 

More regular bus routes from Bude to places further afield for shopping (such as Plymouth, Exeter, Barnstaple). Train network.  If more houses are 
being built we will need another doctor's surgery, dentist and primary school and possibly a college. 

We must have improved communications.  A bus service that does not enable people to get here, or get home when they want to, is 
unacceptable.  A poor service will inevitably encourage people to go elsewhere, especially as fuel is an issue, if we had a decent service, they 
might just come.  Is develop the right word here?  do we really mean thrive?  Let's reverse the decline in shop closures and the increase in empty 
or charity shops.  Busy shops provide jobs, pay Business Rates and generate revenue all round.  Maybe, I'm a dreamer, but unless we dream 
dreams..... 

Fast broadband connections.  Plus clean up SWW sewerage system for clean beaches 

More cycle paths, better toilets 

As previously stated.  Affordable housing within the local income range BSTC to be a Housing Authority.  Better public transport.  better road links 
to A30 / M5.  better local provision of further education and outreach facilities from the University of Cornwall.  Pressurise authorities to achieve a 
rail head at Holsworthy / Bude for goods and passenger traffic.  Finally for Cornwall Council to invest in Bude Stratton instead of trying to asset 
strip, not only in Bude Stratton but countywide.  Invest in the beach areas and the Bude Canal by completing the Canal Regeneration Project and 
transfer to BSTC or lease to HIWAG (?) the land at Higher Wharf 

Improved access to main arteries of communication but realistically I think Bude's actual geographical location (about which no-one can do 
anything!) may work against this 

Special subsidy assistance to new businesses to encourage them to come to our industrial estate 

Return of the railway!  Reliable transport, by-pass!!! to Atlantic Highway? 
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1. That beaches be returned to local council including toilets and other tourist amenities on beaches (beach huts, including handicap facilities) 
which at the moment need complete overahaul and competent management (eg toilet paper at certain times in toilets, only one shower on both 
beaches) that on Summerleaze has drain blocked with sand and is overflowing across office and toilet area.  If visitors are seemingly so important 
to local economy why are facilities for them inadequate and old fashioned?  Summerleaze beach is utterly unkempt - weeds, brambles 
encroaching on paths, waste bins not in place in sufficient numbers over bank holidays. Why? 

Bring Bude the penny and the trains and transport, buses, gherla (?) , multipurpose community centre for sports, music etc 

A larger hospital with A&E dept.  A railway station maybe electrified 

CAB!!  It is a total disaster for those in poverty that the local service had its funding withdrawn 

The gas supply to Poughill.  One of the big clothing chains 

Train.  Further / higher education 

Some better parking facilities - an alternative to Howls Bridge.  Further education provision 

Transport links to Exeter, Barnstaple and Plymouth.  Decent road to A30 from Bude 

Railway, hospital, crematorium 

Better transport, better medical services, better employment 

Better infrastructure eg a large health centre.  Schools 

1. Bring back "R?? parking tickets" 2. Build another road into Bude from Stratton school to co-op car park then develop land ?.  Road would be 
part financed by sums of land when ? 

Doctor surgeries with good, safe working areas.  Better Ifensport (??) facilities 

Park and ride to ease town congestion - not sure where that could be located or who would pay for it 

Tourism is the main industry here; and the appeal of Bude-Stratton is in its small size and relative lack of development.  Its beautiful rural / coastal 
setting and traditional buildings are its main attraction...which we must be careful to protect.  The weather in the British Isles is unpredictable and 
not always hot but Bude-Stratton has its own sunny microclimate which probably needs to be advertised more effectively as part of its natural 
assets... As a tourist destination we are careless of the basic facilities, like well signposted public toilets.  For a holiday / seaside destination these 
facilities are not a luxury which can be cut back .... they are basic essentials.  Without any alternative to road transport, we also need service 
stations for whatever kind of vehicle will be used in the future and should encourage sustainable methods; using green fuels ...and cheap car 
parks.  Smaller independent businesses in the town / s need these facilities. People are attracted into the town centre / s by just those individual 
shopes and galleries which differentiate Bude / Stratton from any other town ...and this is its charm.  Infrastructure is stretched to the limit now.... 
Bude does not have a good range of services or facilities available for any expansion of population in the future.  Schools are already full, sewage 
and drainage systems are stretched to capacity and threaten flood areas, and the NHS services are being cut back in all directions;  amongst all the 
economic limitations taking place in the country 

Improve transport links (decent bus service) (upgrade AEG) 

More doctors, dentists and a Marks and Spencer 
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Bus service particualrly northwards.  Police could be more in evidence. 

Increase saf facilities for entertainment / leisure for young people.  Affordable vocational courses for young people.  Outpost of University sited in 
Bude?? Apprenticeships.  Some sort of service at night to help the elderly on the increasingly frequest occasions when they are discharged from 
Barnstaple hospital - viz car service and car (taxis are expensive) 

 

Anything Else 

 

7. If we have missed anything you feel should be included, please write your comments on the back of this sheet 

Safeguard local shops from too many big supermarkets 

Keep cost down of local amenities eg Splash - for both locals and visitors.  Don't increase cost of beach huts to regulars who rent annually 

I have thought further about the possibilities for the development in Stratton and feel very strongly that there should be no more along the road 
towards Holsworthy either above Park Fer close, or on the opposite side above existing allotments where the existing infrastructure is already at 
its limit.  Recently, properties in Diddies Lane had to pay considerable sums to upgrade their sewage systems because of supposed pollution 
running off from surrounding fields and the small river through the bottom of the town should not take any more outflow.  There is already a dire 
shortage of parking within the village centre and there are not enough open spaces for young children to play in, since the previously designated 
children's playpark is already threatened; by local town council removing the existing facilities, slides, swings etc which local support groups will 
be obliged to raise funds to reinstate. 

If you need people to distribute Neighbourhood Plan material in Stratton Old Town, we would be very willing to help. 

Transport and recreation - The council to safeguard the present Rights of Way (footpaths and Bridleways) in the area and encourage the creation 
of more multi-use paths (horse riders, cyclists and walkers), particualrly to join up existing paths off-road 

Do not go down the route of evermore housing and superstore development to cure local housing and job problems, they only compound it.  
Develop centre of excellence for further education and outdoor activities.  Encourage the universities and colleges to outreach to this area.  
Watersport facility on the canal side at higher wharf could be encouraged into this 

Include children in the planning 

May I suggest that future public meetings are not held in assorted locations but also at varying times of day - eg 2.30pm (for those who are free in 
afternoons but not evenings) 7.30 (or 7.45) pm (for those who work out of Bude) as well as 6.00pm - which I think was a very "awkward" time.  
Also vary the days of the meetings too.  This should enable you to reach a wider selection of residents. 

Do not see the point of this questionnaire, similar questions must have been asked and answered to prepare the "planning future Cornwall, 
Community Network Areas, Core Stratgy Area Based discussion paper, East Cornwall" and specifically section Bu4 which relates to Bude and 
Stratton.  My main concern relates to housing and amenity development.  This document suggests that short term demand can be satid=sfied by 
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sites with planning permission, including Binhamy.  However, mid to long term it proposes urban extensions eg Poughill or Bagbury.  I believe the 
council has to take a position on these urban extensions within a local development plan as a matter of urgency.  Failure to do so will leave the 
community vulnerable to predatory developers taking a county council document as direction in the absence of any local plan.  I could understand 
individual councillor's reluctance to commit on this issue, some will be popular others not.  However, the alternative will be worse.  I believe the 
council should commit to Bagbury, its proximity to the A39, industrial areas and its links to the town position it above the other options. 

Parking at Health Centre Stratt could be improved.  Dog warden - litter overseer.  Police more involved in above.  More rubbish collection 
locations 

I think I am like many others who do not want to see large areas of green being covered by rows and rows of utilitarian-looking buildings all 
depending on our already stretched resources (I'm thinking of the development proposed for the near future at the top of Stratton Road).  What 
income do the increasingly large numbers of second homes bring in to our town?  They often arrive loaded witn provisions bought near them, stay 
for a few weeks at the most, then depart, leaving empty houses, no profit to the town, and unattractive closed-up houses all around.  Can no ways 
be found to make things less easy for such places? Or, at least, can the town get more income from them by local taxes or restrictions?  We want a 
vibrant, lived-in feeling that will attract tourists seeking this way of life, and persuade our young people to stay on. 

On Monday last week I got stranded at Barnstaple after train ride waiting for a lift only to find after the buses had stopped (5 ish) that my friend 
had crashed the car at Bideford I got last bus to Bideford and walked all along the A39 till I found the crash site.  I begged the police to help me 
find it - they suggested I sleep rough.  I was already poorly from the journey and ill health.  It took three hours to find it and luckily the AA wouldn't 
take the vehicle and he rang someone else which allowed a weke (?) extra time to get there.  Had it been another 20 miles I would have had to 
sleep in layby in A39 on my own.  I am a lone woman who has been struggling illness / disability. I need transport.  As for the police.  All the 
council tax we pay in this area.  Sunday 11th October I needed the police as someone was attacking my door with an iron bar.  They phoned at 
9am and said sorry we had no staff on last night.  Why should I pay rates if I am not protected 

Sea water quality is deteriorating because of the heavy rainfall last year and this year.  If this becomes a pattern it will have to be dealt with 
urgently as it will affect the tourism and adventure holiday trade severely 

Disgrace that Stratton has so many hardly used second homes in houses suitable for local people 

Can't change distance but can encourage services to come to Bude 

900 houses could equal approx 3500 people.  Has this been considered 
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Survey Analysis 

 

Bude-Stratton Neighbourhood Plan Scoping Survey October 2012 

 

Introduction 

 

A survey was carried out in October 2012 to gather information from the residents of Bude-Stratton on their views on living in the area, and improvements 

that could be made.  Some 34 people completed the survey.  Their answers have been input and analysed, and the results are shown below. 

 

Question 1: What do you value most about living in Bude-Stratton? 

 

Location/beach/countryside: 33  

People/family/friends: 14 

Town Centre: 5 

Safe place to live: 2 

Sports facilities: 3 

 

Question 2: What are the disadvantages of living in Bude-Stratton? 

 

Distance to services/jobs: 17 

Inadequate public transport: 15 

Inadequate medical facilities: 9 

Lack of employment opportunities: 7 

Parking problems: 7 

Need for more leisure/recreation/cultural facilities: 5 

Roads/Traffic: 5 

Need a greater range of shops: 5 

Lack of education facilities for +16: 2 

Developer pressure: 2 
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Empty/holiday properties: 2 

Lack of affordable housing: 2 

 

Question 3: How do we support jobs and local housing needs now and in the future? 

 

Fewer second homes/higher taxes on such properties: 11 

Encourage/support new local businesses: 7 

More affordable/lower rent housing: 7 

Improve transport links: 7 

Jobs to match housing growth: 6 

Promote tourism: 3 

Promote internet based business: 3 

Housing to accommodate local needs: 3 

Better educational opportunities: 3 

Encourage families/young people to remain: 2 

Support local shops: 2 

Small scale business units/training: 2 

More larger shops: 2 

Improved pedestrian/cycleways: 1 

Increase community facilities: 1 

 

Question 4: Which areas would you like to see protected in Bude-Stratton? 

 

Residents value their environment and identified the following areas for protection: 

 

 Downs 

 Coast/sand dunes 

 Town Centre 

 Agricultural landscape 
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 Conservation Area 

 Canal 

 Castle Grounds 

 Pathfields 

 Harbour 

 Marshes 

 

Question 5: What are your priorities for the development of Bude-Stratton? 

 

A wide range of answers was provided in answer to this question: 

 

 Parking 

 Playgrounds 

 Affordable housing 

 Priority to brownfield development 

 Separation of Bude, Stratton and Poughill 

 Community facilities 

 Small scale development 

 Employment 

 High quality design 

 Protection of Conservation Areas 

 Traffic management 

 Improvements to the town centre 

 Encourage hi-tec industries and skilled jobs 

 Sustainable development 

 Medical facilities 

 

Question 6: What services are needed to help the town develop? 
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 Education/training 

 Encourage sustainable/eco tourism 

 Improve tourist offer (clean environment, toiles, beach huts) 

 Parking 

 Health services 

 Leisure, recreation and cultural facilities 

 Public transport/railway connection 

 Improved shops 

 

 

These results provide a good baseline of views from around the town and beyond, and help to start identifying the issues relevant to the Bude-Stratton 

Neighbourhood Plan.  Further consultation and engagement work will be carried out to ensure that as many of the population are involved as possible and 

their interests and needs are reflected in the Neighbourhood Plan policies. 

 


