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Introduction 
In 2013 we made a commitment, in consultation with our communities, to five long term 

priorities to achieve our mission “Working together to make Cornwall safer” and we believe 

that these are critical and will remain for the next three years. Through reviewing our 

influences and understanding our risks we have identified a number of objectives and 

outcomes against our priorities to determine what we want to achieve over the next three 

years and will form our delivery plan. These align to Cornwall Councils strategy to ensure 

we are delivering against the wider aims of the Council. 

Our priorities: 



 

 

Welcome 
 

Welcome to your online Key Stage 2 pack. We have aimed to make this 

resource as quick and easy to use as possible.  It has been developed in 

three main sections: 

 

 Teacher’s Manual 

 Teacher’s Resources 

 Children’s Activities 

 

The teacher’s resources and children’s activities have been further split 

into five topics which are separate pdf files to make it user friendly. The 

topics are listed on the front cover. 

 

Teacher’s Manual 

This is aimed at guiding you through information on each of the topics 

including learning outcomes that are appropriate for this age group. It will 

be colour coded throughout so you can easily identify each topic. 

 

Teacher’s Resources 

These will be printable visual resources that can be used in class using 

stories or basic information on the reverse. This will allow you to print out 

whichever topic you wish to cover as and when you need it. 

 

Children’s Activities  

These will be printable worksheets that compliment your topic. These will 

be in the form of tile building word activities, word-searches, anagrams, 

cryptograms and subject related worksheets.  This will give you an array 

of activities, which you can determine age appropriate for or learning 

ability. 
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Information on Carbon Monoxide  

 
Carbon monoxide (CO) is a colourless, odourless, and tasteless gas that is 

slightly less dense than air. It is toxic to haemoglobin when encountered 

in concentrations above about 35 parts per million (ppm). Carbon 

monoxide is produced from the partial oxidation of carbon-containing 

compounds; it forms when there is not enough oxygen to produce carbon 

dioxide (CO2).  Carbon monoxide has a molar mass of 28.0, which makes 

it slightly lighter than air, whose average molar mass is 28.8. Carbon 

monoxide consists of one carbon atom and one oxygen atom.  

 

Symptoms of Carbon Monoxide  

 
The symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning aren't always obvious, 

particularly during low-level exposure. 

A tension-type headache is the most common symptom of mild carbon 

monoxide poisoning. 

Other symptoms include: 

 dizziness 

 nausea (feeling sick) and vomiting 

 tiredness and confusion 

 stomach pain 

 shortness of breath and difficulty breathing 

The symptoms of exposure to low levels of carbon monoxide can be 

similar to those of food poisoning and flu. But unlike flu, carbon monoxide 

poisoning doesn't cause a high temperature (fever). 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hemoglobin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parts-per_notation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_dioxide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_dioxide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molar_mass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxygen
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/headaches-tension-type/Pages/Introduction.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/dizziness/pages/introduction.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/shortness-of-breath/Pages/Introduction.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Food-poisoning/Pages/Introduction.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Flu/Pages/Introduction.aspx
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The symptoms can gradually get worse with prolonged exposure to 

carbon monoxide, leading to a delay in diagnosis.  

 
Affected families often believe they are victims of food poisoning. Infants 

may be irritable and feed poorly. Neurological signs include confusion, 

disorientation, visual disturbance, syncope (fainting), and seizures.  

 

What causes carbon monoxide to leak? 

 
Carbon monoxide is produced when fuels such as gas, oil, coal and 

wood don't burn fully. Burning charcoal, running cars and the smoke 

from cigarettes also produce carbon monoxide gas. 

 

Gas, oil, coal and wood are sources of fuel used in many household 

appliances, including: 

 

 boilers 

 gas fires 

 central heating systems 

 water heaters 

 cookers 

 open fires 

 

Incorrectly installed, poorly maintained or poorly ventilated household 

appliances – such as cookers, heaters and central heating boilers – are 

the most common causes of accidental exposure to carbon monoxide. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syncope_(medicine)
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The risk of exposure to carbon monoxide from portable devices may also 

be higher in caravans, boats and mobile homes.  In closed environments, 

the concentration of carbon monoxide can easily rise to lethal levels. 

Other possible causes of carbon monoxide poisoning include:  

 

 blocked flues and chimneys – this can stop carbon monoxide 

escaping, allowing it to reach dangerous levels 

 

 burning fuel in an enclosed or unventilated space – for 

example, running a car engine.  Petrol-powered generator or 

barbecue, inside a garage, or a faulty boiler in an enclosed kitchen 

 

 faulty or blocked car exhausts – a leak or blockage in the 

exhaust pipe, such as after heavy snowfall, could lead to a build-up 

of carbon monoxide if the car is stored in a garage 

 

 paint fumes – some cleaning fluids and paint removers contain 

methylene chloride (dichloromethane), which can cause carbon 

monoxide poisoning if breathed in 

 

 smoking shisha pipes indoors – shisha pipes burn charcoal and 

tobacco, which can lead to a build-up of carbon monoxide in 

enclosed or unventilated rooms 
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Information on hoax calls  

 

Firefighters normally respond to every emergency call that is made. If 

they arrive at an address and find out that it's a hoax, it may delay them 

in attending a serious emergency incident, where they may be needed to 

rescue someone trapped in a house fire or car following a road traffic 

collision. 

In many emergencies, every second really does count. Increasing the 

time it takes the fire crews to respond could mean the difference between 

saving a life and losing one. Therefore, diverting an appliance through a 

hoax call could have a major impact. 

All 999 calls made to the Fire and Rescue Service are recorded and can be 

instantly traced back to the caller. This doesn't just apply to landlines; 

calls from public phone boxes and mobile phones are taped and could be 

traced. Even dialling the prefix '141' will not block your identification 

when making a 999 call. 

It is illegal to make a hoax emergency call. People can, and have been, 

heavily prosecuted for making hoax calls with a fine of up to £5,000 or six 

months in prison. From the age of ten, the law deems a person is 

responsible for their actions and, therefore, could potentially be 

prosecuted . 

Remember - the Fire and Rescue Service knows the phone number you 

called from, and has a recording of your voice! 
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Number of hoax calls recorded by Cornwall Fire and 

Rescue Service 

Financial Year No. of hoax calls 

2010 / 2011 66 

2011 / 2012 47 

2012 / 2013 44 

2013 / 2014 54 

2014 / 2015 52 

 

The average recorded cost of hoax calls is approximately £250 per call 

out.  

 

Schoolboy wastes £23k making hoax 999 calls 

 

19th November 2015 – an article in a newspaper reads… 

“A schoolboy who was obsessed with the emergency services and 

dreamed of becoming a police officer has wasted £23,000 of taxpayer's 

money after making hoax 999 calls. 

The 14-year-old, who cannot be named for legal reasons, managed to 

scramble six fire engines, 11 ambulances, 19 police squad cars and 59 

emergency services personnel in one incident alone only for crews to 

discover the call had been bogus, a court heard. 

Thames Valley's Air Ambulance Service was also deployed, at a huge cost, 

on numerous occasions to non-existent plane crash sites and other "major 

disaster" areas. 
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Types of sentences for young people 

 

Courts have a range of different sentences they can give offenders aged 

10-17. These include: 

Discharge – absolute or conditional – these are the same as those for 

adult offenders. 

Fine – as with adults, the fine should reflect the offence committed and 

the offender’s ability to pay. For offenders under 16, paying the fine is the 

responsibility of a parent/guardian and it will be their ability to pay that is 

taken into account when setting the level of the fine. 

Referral order – this requires the offender to attend a youth offender 

panel (made up of two members of the local community and an advisor 

from a youth offending team) and agree a contract, containing certain 

commitments, which will last between three months and a year. The aim 

is for the offender to make up for the harm caused and address their 

offending behaviour. An order must be imposed for a first time young 

offender who has pleaded guilty (unless the court decides that another 

sentence is justified) and may be imposed in other circumstances. 

Youth rehabilitation order – this is a community sentence which can 

include one or more of 18 different requirements that the offender must 

comply with for up to three years. Some examples of the requirements 

that can be imposed are a curfew, supervision, unpaid work, electronic 

monitoring, drug treatment, mental health treatment and education 

requirements. 

Custodial sentences – young offenders can receive custodial sentences 

but they will only be imposed in the most serious cases. When they are 

given, they aim to provide training and education and rehabilitate the  
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offender so they don’t reoffend. Sentences can be spent in secure 

children’s homes, secure training centres and young offender institutions.  

 If a young person between 12 and 17 years old is sentenced in the 

youth court, a Detention and Training Order (DTO) is 

available.  This can last between four months and two years. 

 In the Crown Court, a Detention and Training Order (DTO) can also 

be given – the same as in the youth court. 

 For more serious offences in the Crown Court, longer 

term detention is available where the offence committed carries a 

maximum sentence of at least 14 years’ imprisonment or is one of 

the offences listed in section 91 of the Powers of Criminal Courts 

(Sentencing) Act, 2000. 

 If a young person is convicted of a specified offence and the Crown 

Court considers that there is a significant risk of serious harm to 

members of the public from the young person committing further 

specified offences, then the court may pass a sentence of detention 

for life or an extended sentence of detention. 

 Detention during Her Majesty’s Pleasure. This is a mandatory life 

sentence and will be imposed when an offender is convicted; or 

pleads guilty to murder. Schedule 21 of the Criminal Justice Act 

2003 states that the starting point for determining the minimum 

sentence where the offender is under 18 years of age, is 12 years 

as opposed to 15 years for those over the age of 18. 

For more information on youth justice, visit the Youth Justice 

Board website @ www.gov.uk  

 

 

http://www.justice.gov.uk/about/yjb/
http://www.justice.gov.uk/about/yjb/
http://www.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/
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Information on fire plans  
 

Everyone should have an escape plan should the need arise to get 

out quickly. This plan should be shared with everyone that lives in 

the property and any guests staying over should be told of the 

routine too. 

 

In respect of fire plans, we are highlighting the following areas to be 

considered: 

 Smoke alarms are essential in every home. 

 

 If they hear the alarm they are to get out of the house, 

they must not hide as smoke gets everywhere. 

 

 Smoke is dangerous if it is inhaled, it rises up towards the 

ceiling, if there is lots of smoke, get down to the floor 

where the air is clearer. 

 

 Close doors at night to help prevent the spread of fire and 

smoke. 

 

 Go out of the nearest exit and meet where the family have 

planned. Once outside, a grown-up will call the fire and 

rescue service. 

 

 Once you are out, never go back in for anything.  Fire and 

rescue staff will inform a parent/guardian when it is safe to 

return inside. 
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Romy’s Fire Escape Practice 
 

In the key stage 1 online pack, we have already covered fire plans briefly, 

please refer back to that for any basic understanding. However, in this 

pack we go into more details as the children are older and can have a 

better understanding of what they would need to do. 

The photographs in the teachers resource is of Romy and his family 

practicing what to do if there was a fire in their house. 

  

They are guiding you through a      

step-by-step process of escaping in the 

event of a fire. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Romy and his family have already completed a fire plan so they know 

what to do.  

Remind children that they probably won’t have a fire but  

these are all the precautions to take just in case. 
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Teaching Outcomes 
 

 Children understand the likelihood of a fire in their home is 

minimal and that they shouldn’t be scared.  

 

 A working smoke alarm will detect a fire early, allowing them 

plenty of time to escape if necessary and their 

parents/guardians will be working to keep their homes safe. 

 

 Children understand the step-by-step guide to carrying out a 

safe escape from their home. (Romy and his family). 
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Information on electrical safety 
 

Electricity is often overlooked as a possible fire hazard. This may be 

because there is no flame. However, some 28,000 fires in the home 

are reported each year as being caused by electrical faults, accidents 

or misuse of electrical equipment. 

What to check for: 

There are particular danger signs you should look out for on all the 
electrical items you have around your home: 

 hot plugs and sockets – fuses that blow frequently, flickering lights 

and scorch marks on sockets or plugs; these are all signs of loose 

wiring or other problems that should be fixed 

 

 badly wired plugs – if you can see the coloured wires sticking out, 

they can come loose and debris can also get into the plug 

 

 frayed power leads – the outer covering of all power leads should be 

in good condition and not damaged. 

 

 repaired power leads – split or frayed leads should not just be taped 

over as this is not a secure repair; they should be replaced 

 

 overloaded sockets – too many electrical appliances plugged into 

one socket or adapter can overload it, which will lead to overheating 

 

 badly positioned cables – could be tripped over, should not be near 

to water, close to cookers or other sources of heat; or run under 

rugs or carpets, they can wear through without anyone noticing 
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 water near electrical items – cables and plugs 

should never be in danger of getting wet; so don't put a vase of 

flowers on the TV, for example. 

Keep electrical items in good working order. Follow these guidelines to 
keep your electrical items safe to use: 

 maintenance – electrical appliances (especially ones that run at high 

speeds and contain motors) should be serviced by a qualified  

electrician. 

 

 wire plugs carefully – the outer covering of the power lead should 

go inside the plug and be secured there; all the wires inside should 

be held firmly in place.  

 

 use sockets safely – it’s better to use an extension lead rather than 

a block adaptor if you don’t have enough sockets. Only use one 

extension per socket and don’t plug an extension into an extension. 

Don’t allow the total current used by the appliances plugged into 

the extension to add up to more than 13 amps altogether.  

 

 throw away damaged cables – if a lead has a crack or hole in it, 

stop using it; it's safer to replace, rather than repair. 

 

 turn off and unplug – if you're not using electrical appliances, turn 

them off at the wall and unplug them (unless the appliance is 

designed to be left on, like a video player that displays the time). 
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Useful Websites and links 

 
www.electricalsafetyfirst.org.uk 

 

www.switchedonkids.org.uk 

 

www.consumersenergy.com 

 

www.twothirtyvolts.org.uk  

 

www.rospa.com 

 

www.capt.org.uk 

  

   

 

 

 

http://www.electricalsafetyfirst.org.uk/
http://www.switchedonkids.org.uk/
http://www.consumersenergy.com/
http://www.twothirtyvolts.org.uk/
http://www.rospa.com/
http://www.capt.org.uk/
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Information on fire prevention 
 

With relatively easy steps, everybody can work towards preventing fires 

within their own homes. Understanding how fires develop and grow can 

help towards avoiding unnecessary fires. 

 

Having a fire escape plan does not just mean knowing how to get out 

quickly in the event of a fire.  By carrying out a fire risk assessment for 

your home considering kitchen and electrical safety, assessing what fire 

detection you have, and putting in place safety measures around the 

storage and use of candles, matches and lighters,  in order that they are 

out of reach of children, ensures you keep your home as safe as possible. 

 

The main causes of fires are men, women and children.  This is due to the 

fact that often carelessness has resulted in that fire to happen, for 

example, not extinguishing a cigarette properly, overloading sockets, 

leaving appliances switched on, or leaving matches or lighters where 

children could reach them.  

Unfortunately, we also have a problem with arson – the deliberate setting 

of fires.  If you have any children in class that you are concerned have an 

unhealthy obsession or interest with fire, the Cornwall Fire and Rescue 

Service have specially trained fire setter officers who can visit children to 

help them to understand and control the feelings and circumstances that 

lead them to set fires. 

Getting help is easy, free and confidential.  Referrals can be made by 

phoning the community safety team on 01726 72582 or by emailing 

csadmin@fire.cornwall.gov.uk 
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Fire Triangle  

 

The fire triangle or combustion triangle are simple models for 

understanding the necessary ingredients for most fires. 

The triangle illustrates the three elements a fire needs to 

ignite: heat, fuel, and an oxidizing agent (usually oxygen). A fire naturally 

occurs when the elements are present and combined in the right mixture, 

meaning that fire is actually an event rather than a thing. A fire can be 

prevented or extinguished by removing any one of the elements in the 

fire triangle. For example, covering a fire with a fire blanket removes the 

oxygen part of the triangle and can extinguish a fire. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oxygen is all around us; but we can control heat and fuel sources within 

our homes. Making sure that fuel and heat sources are kept apart. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fuel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxidizing_agent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxygen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire_blanket


 

 

Fire Prevention Activity – Burnt objects 
 

In the teacher’s resource, we have included photographs of burnt objects. 

These have been collected over the years from properties that have had 

fires- use the fire triangle to discuss what went wrong.  

We have included a table with these objects and an overview of how they 

caught fire, including the prevention method for discussion. 

Talk about other electrical gadgets and IT equipment that we all use in 

our homes. Laptops, iPads, tablets, mobile phones, games consoles etc. 

Consider discussions on how we store them, the length of time we 

operate them (heat aspect of the fire triangle) and when we charge them. 

More and more families are adding to their property’s electronic devises 

and not all live in new houses where there are plenty of plug sockets so 

there is potential for over loading sockets and using the small square 

adapters. Lack of knowledge of electrical safety means many households 

are running more than 13amps off one socket and, therefore, have the 

potential of causing a fire.   
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Object How? Prevention 

Hair 
tongs 

These tongs were left on a bed 
after the young lady had finished 

doing her hair. Although she had 
unplugged them, she didn’t 

realise that they take nearly 18 
minutes to cool down.   

The tongs should not have been left on the 
bed, and placed on a special silicon mat 

that is usually sold with the item.  
However, if you do not have one of these 

special mats, you could use a metal tray, a 
glass chopping board, or maybe hang 

them from a hook until they are cold. The 

young lady needed to get into the habit of 
whenever she put the tongs down, even 

briefly that they were placed on something 
that wouldn’t catch fire. 

Multi 
Socket 

This multi socket has been used 
to plug in various electrical items 

in the home. It was used to plug 
in a microwave, toaster and a 

kettle.  Unfortunately this 
caused the socket to become 

overloaded and because it is 
such a small cube shaped object 

it very quickly became very hot 

and caught fire. 

The multi-socket should have been 

replaced with a long extension lead which 
spreads the load of the appliances that are 

plugged into it, so less risk of catching fire.  
However, the extension lead would still be 

overloaded if the microwave, toaster and 
kettle were to be plugged into it.  

Therefore, even though there may be 
more than one plug ‘socket’ on your 

extension lead, it doesn’t mean you have 
to plug something into each of them, as 

the total amps that should be plugged into 

the extension should still not exceed 13 
amps.  Bearing this in mind, a kettle 

should always have its own socket and not 
be shared with anything else. 

Games 
console 

controller 

Although this was not the cause 
of a fire, the damage in the 

home was caused by a boy 
messing around with a lighter 

and setting fire to pieces of 
paper in his untidy room. The 

lighter had been left on a 

mantelpiece in the front room. 

Had the boy’s bedroom been tidy the fire 
would have not have taken such a hold 

and not spread quite so quickly. However, 
if the owners of the home had 

remembered to put the lighter up on a 
high shelf out of reach or in a cupboard, 

the fire would not have started in the first 

place 
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Object How? Prevention 

Remote 

control 

The person who owned this 
continually used the ‘standby’ 

button on the remote to turn the 
TV off.  What they hadn’t 

realised though was not all the 

electricity was stopped from 
getting to the TV. This was a 

waste of electricity as nearly 
80% of electrical power is still 

being used in the standby mode.  
Leaving the television constantly 

on standby led to it overheating 
and a fire starting.  

Rather than using the remote control to 

turn the TV off, if they pressed the actual 

‘off’ button on the TV, or if it doesn’t 
have one, switch off the TV from the 

socket, then the TV would have cooled 
down and not overheated.   This would 

also ensure that they saved electricity. 

Teddy 

Bear 

Although this bear was not the 

cause of the fire, within the 
household the little girl’s older 

Brother was allowed to light the 
candles on the dinner table.  

Unfortunately, younger children 
like to copy their older siblings so 

one day she realised that the 
candles were not lit ready for 

their meal and seeing the 
matches on the floor next to the 

fireguard she took one out. 

However, on lighting the match 
she didn’t realise how hot the 

flame is that close to her fingers.  
She immediately dropped the 

match, with the increasing flame, 
which fell on teddy and set fire to 

his fur. 

The adults should always remember to 
put the matches away on a high shelf or 

in a cupboard.  Furthermore, the adults 
should not have encouraged the Brother 

to light the candles as youngsters tend 
to copy and this is exactly what the little 

girl had done. 
 

Glasses 
and 

case 

Although not the cause of the 

fire, this did happen as someone 
was careless.  This person was a 

very heavy smoker and his last 
cigarette was not put out 

properly. Unfortunately, he also 
threw all the ends into a waste 

paper bin, and as the last 

cigarette he smoked was not out, 
it set fire to the paper in the bin. 

Best advice is to Give Up Smoking!  

However, if this is not possible, the next 
best thing is to ALWAYS smoke outside 

and use a bucket of water, or a bucket of 
sand to extinguish your cigarettes.  
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Object How? Prevention 

Smoke 

Alarm 

Whilst this did not cause the fire, 
it is very worrying that it did not 

warn the owner that he had a 
problem. The firefighters 

investigated and realised that the 

owner had taken the battery out.  
The owner explained that about 

three weeks before, his 
grandchildren were visiting and 

the battery in their toy that they 
had brought along ran out so he 

used the one from the smoke 
detector to keep them happy. 

Whilst the smoke alarm was not the 

direct cause of the fire, the owner could 
have made sure that he had the earliest 

warning possible that he had a problem.  

He needed to always keep spare 
batteries to hand, and he also should 

remember to test his smoke alarm 
regularly. The smoke alarm should also 

be vacuumed every six months or so to 
ensure that the sensor inside can detect 

smoke easily. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

If you would like this information in another format or language, please contact: 

Cornwall Council, County Hall, Treyew Road, Truro TR1 3AY 

Telephone: 0300 1234 100 

Email: enquiries@cornwall.gov.uk  

www.cornwall.gov.uk 

  

 

 

 

 

Join Cornwall Council and Cornwall Fire, 
Rescue and Community Safety Service on 
Facebook 

 

Follow Cornwall Council on Twitter @cornwallcouncil 

Follow Cornwall Fire, Rescue and Community Safety Service on Twitter 

@CornwallFRS 
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