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Games console controller 
 

Although these were not the cause of a fire, the damage in the 

home was caused by a boy messing around with a lighter and 

setting fire to pieces of paper in his untidy room. The lighter had 

been left on a mantelpiece in the front room. 

 

Had the boy’s bedroom been tidy the fire would not have taken such 

a hold and not spread quite so quickly. However, if the owners of the 

home had remembered to put the lighter up on a high shelf out of 

reach or in a cupboard, the fire would not have started in the first 

place. 

 

 



 



 

 

 

Remote control 
 

The person who owned this continually used the ‘standby’ button on 

the TV to turn it off.  What they hadn’t realised was that not all the 

electricity was stopped from getting to the TV. This was a waste of 

electricity as nearly 80% of electrical power is still being used in the 

standby mode.  Leaving the television constantly on standby led to it 

overheating and a fire starting. 

Rather than using the remote control to turn the TV off, if they 

pressed the actual ‘off’ button on the TV, or if it doesn’t have one, 

switch off the TV from the socket, then the TV would have cooled 

down and not overheated.   This would also ensure that they saved 

electricity. 



 



 

 

 

 

Glasses and case 
 

Although not the cause of the fire, this did happen, as someone was 

careless.  This person was a very heavy smoker and his last 

cigarette was not put out properly. Unfortunately, he also threw all 

the ends into a waste paper bin, and as the last cigarette he smoked 

was not out, it set fire to the paper in the bin. 

Best advice is to Give Up Smoking!  However, if this is not possible, 

the next best thing is to ALWAYS smoke outside and use a bucket of 

water, or a bucket of sand to extinguish your cigarettes. 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

Hair tongs 
 

These tongs were left on a bed after the young lady had finished 

doing her hair. Although she had unplugged them, she didn’t realise 

that they take nearly 18 minutes to cool down.   

The tongs should not have been left on the bed, and placed on a 

special silicon mat that is usually sold with the item.  However, if 

you do not have one of these special mats, you could use a metal 

tray, a glass chopping board, or maybe hang them from a hook until 

they are cold. The young lady needed to get into the habit of 

whenever she put the tongs down, even briefly, that they were 

placed on something that wouldn’t catch fire. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Hair Dryer 
 

The hair dryer was being used by a lady when there was a power 

cut. The hair dryer was placed onto the bed whilst the lady 

investigated as to why the hair dryer stopped working. She realised 

that there had been a power cut. It was only temporary and within 

an hour, the power had come back on. The lady was now busy doing 

something else downstairs and had forgotten about the hairdryer. 

She entered the hallway and could smell a really horrible smell 

coming from the bedroom and it dawned on her she had left the 

hairdryer switched on. She ran upstairs unplugged the hair dryer 

wrapping a towel around the hairdryer to smother the flames.  

Always switch things off at the plug and never leave things switched 

on unattended. 



 

 



 

 

Multi Socket 
This multi socket has been used to plug in a microwave, toaster and 

a kettle.  Unfortunately, this caused the socket to become 

overloaded and because it is such a small cube shaped object it very 

quickly became very hot and caught fire. 

The multi-socket should have been replaced with a long extension 

lead which spreads the load of the appliances that are plugged into 

it, so less risk of catching fire.  However, the extension lead would 

still be overloaded if the microwave, toaster and kettle were to be 

plugged into it.  Therefore, even though there may be more than 

one plug ‘socket’ on your extension lead, it doesn’t mean you have 

to plug something into each of them, as the total amps that should 

be plugged into the extension should still not exceed 13 amps.  

Bearing this in mind, a kettle should always have its own socket and 

not be shared with anything else. 



 



 

 

Smoke Alarms 
Whilst these were not the cause of the fires, it is very worrying that 

they did not warn the owner’s. In many cases when firefighters 

investigated, the reason that smoke alarms did not activate was that 

they were not maintained. Either the batteries had been taken out 

or they had not replaced them when they ran out.  

Some of the reasons were that they had just forgotten to test them, 

or they used the batteries for something else.  

Whilst the smoke alarm was not the direct cause of the fire, the 

owner’s should make sure that they look after them so that they can 

do their job of waking us up if we had a fire. Always keep spare 

batteries to hand, and remember to test smoke alarms regularly. 

Vacuumed every six months or so to ensure that the sensor inside 

can detect smoke easily. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Teddy Bear 
 

Although this bear was not the cause of the 

fire, within the household the little girl’s 

older Brother was allowed to light the 

candles on the dinner table.  Unfortunately, 

younger children like to copy their older 

siblings. One day she realised that the 

candles were not lit ready for their meal and 

seeing the matches on the floor next to the 

fireguard she took one out. However, on 

lighting the match she didn’t realise how hot 

the flame is that close to her fingers.  She 

immediately dropped the match, with the 

increasing flame, which fell on teddy and set 

fire to his fur. 

The adults should always remember to put 

the matches away on a high shelf or in a 

cupboard.  Furthermore, the adults should 

not have encouraged the Brother to light 

the candles as youngsters tend to copy and 

this is exactly what the little girl had done. 

  



 

 



 

 

The Fire Triangle 
 

A fire naturally occurs when the elements are 

present and combined in the right 

mixture, meaning that fire is actually an 

event rather than a thing.  

Fire is a chemical reaction which needs three 

things to be present so it can happen:  

 Fuel – in the form of vapour, liquid or 

solid 

 Heat – a source of ignition sufficient to 

initiate and propagate the fire 

 Oxygen – insufficient proportion to form a 

combustible mixture 

FUEL + HEAT + OXYGEN = FIRE  

If one of these is not present, the fire cannot 

start. If one of these is taken from a fire, it 

will go out.  

Both humans and fire need these three 

elements to survive.  

 

 

 



The Fire Triangle 
 

A fire can be prevented or extinguished by 

removing any one of the elements in the fire 

triangle 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

If you would like this information in another format or language, please contact: 

Cornwall Council, County Hall, Treyew Road, Truro TR1 3AY 

Telephone: 0300 1234 100 

Email: enquiries@cornwall.gov.uk  

www.cornwall.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Cornwall Council and Cornwall Fire, 
Rescue and Community Safety Service on 
Facebook 

 

Follow Cornwall Council on Twitter @cornwallcouncil 

Follow Cornwall Fire, Rescue and Community Safety Service on Twitter 

@CornwallFRS 
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