
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Issue/Background                
 
Pedal cyclists have been identified more 
recently as a priority road user group in 
Cornwall due to a small number of fatalities 
in 2012 and 2013. We know that pedal 
cyclists make up a small proportion (less 
than 1%) of road users and are therefore 
over-represented in casualty figures. Traffic 
counts in Cornwall show that the number of 
pedal cyclists using the roads has increased 
by a fifth compared with 2003, and are 
likely to increase further over the next few 
years. 
 
The number of collisions involving pedal 
cycles in Cornwall has increased over the 
past five years; both slight collisions and 
fatal/serious collisions have seen an 
increasing trend.  Since 2009 slight 
collisions have increased by over 25% and 
fatal/serious collisions, have increased by 
over 60%. 
 
The number of pedal cyclist casualties and 
fatalities has also increased over the past 
five years. The number of slight casualties 
in 2013 (82) was 46% higher than the 
number seen in 2009 (56). The number of 
seriously injured casualties and fatalities in 

2013 (20) was more than double the 
number seen in 2009 (9).  
 
Evidence collated from Police Stats 19 data 
suggests car drivers are largely to blame for 
injuring cyclists.  Collisions occurred in fine 
and dry conditions; mostly during the 
summer, particularly July to September. 
 
Action Taken     
 
Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service working in 
partnership with Devon and Cornwall Police 
and Halfords launched a new cycle safety 
campaign, ‘Big or Small the road’s for all’ at 
the Camel Trail in Bodmin to raise 
awareness of the risks posed to cyclists, 
providing advice and guidance on staying 
safe, being more visible and alert on the 
road. 
 
Cyclists across Cornwall were invited to 
attend the event and encouraged to make 
themselves more visible to drivers through 
road positioning, using lights and wearing 
appropriate clothing.  Those attending the 
event had the opportunity to access free 
cycle safety maintenance, cycle safety 
equipment, vouchers, goody bags and a 
prize draw to win a bike supplied by 
Halfords. 
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Telephone: 0300 1234 232 
www.cornwall.gov.uk/fire 
 

Working in partnership with Devon & 
Cornwall Police, cyclists at the event were 
invited to have a go on a Smoothie bike as 
a fun and innovative way of getting exercise 
and having one of your five a day.  The bike 
was fitted with a blender to which cyclists 
added their own favourite fruits then pedal 
the bike to create their own smoothie.  
  
The initiative also linked into and supported 
the £7.5 million ‘Bodmin Growth Deal’ which 
aims is to improve connectivity for cyclists 
and pedestrians into Bodmin by linking the 
Lanhydrock Cycle Hub and eventually the 
Cardinham to Camel Trail route, increasing 
economic benefits to Bodmin.   
 
A secondary event based at Cornwall 
Services (Victoria A30) on 22 August 2015 
from 10am till 2pm was planned to target 
drivers focusing around raising car drivers’ 
awareness of the need to look out for 
cyclists when driving.  However the event 
was cancelled due to poor weather. 
 
Outcomes for Communities & Staff                                          

 
In total 78 questionnaires were completed 
and approximately 300 cyclists were 
engaged through the event.  Of the 78 
respondents, 56% were male and 44% were 
female. 
 
The evaluation results show: 
• 95% of cyclists engaged said the event 
has made them more aware of the need to 
make themselves more visible on the road 
when they are cycling. 
 
• 96% of cyclists said they are now more 
likely to wear bright/reflective clothing to 
increase their visibility to make drivers more 
likely to see them.   
 
• After engagement 86% of cyclists 
questioned said they are now more likely to 
fit lights to their bike to increase their 

visibility on the road and make drivers more 
likely to see them. 
 
• 86% of cyclists questioned believed that 
the initiative will make drivers more aware 
of the need to give cyclists plenty of space 
when overtaking them. 
 
• 82% of cyclists questioned said their 
attitude towards cycling had changed 
because of this event and they are now 
more aware of the need to make 
themselves more visible to drivers.  
 
All cyclists engaged were receptive of the 
messages imparted to them. 
 
Contact      
 
If you require any further details about the 
points raised in this case study, please 
contact: 
 
Name: Stacie Bennett  
 
Job title: Fire & Road Safety Technician 
 
Email: stacie.bennett@cornwall.gov.uk 

 


