
Farm fire safety 
The number of farm fires is on the increase 
- don’t let your farm become a statistic. 

Working together to make Cornwall safer. www.cornwall.gov.uk/fire 

www.cornwall.gov.uk/fire


  

 

 

Farm fire safety 
Every year we attend around 40 farm building fires.  Most of 
these buildings are completely destroyed by fire, often with 
the loss of large amounts of stock, straw, hay, farm machinery, 
chemicals and even livestock. 

What you’re required to do 
Fire safety legislation applies to all farm buildings where people work, including 
packing sheds, milking parlours, barns, holiday lets and farm houses used for 
providing bed and breakfast. 

You are required to carry out a fire risk assessment of your farm buildings. If 
you employ five or more people, you must record your findings. 

If you need more information about fire safety, contact Cornwall Fire, Rescue 
and Community Safety Service: 
t: 01726 223620  e: protection@fire.cornwall.gov.uk 

Safety is your responsibilty but you are not alone! Your local 
Fire and Rescue Service can give advice along with your insurers 
or a Fire Safety Consultant. 

Fire safety risk assessments 
To find out more about fire safety risk assessments and what you have to 
do for each of the steps on the next page, visit the following websites: 

Animal premises and stables 
www.cornwall.gov.uk/firesafetyguides#Animal 

Sleeping accommodation 
www.cornwall.gov.uk/firesafetyguides#Sleeping 

You can also buy copies of the guides in bookshops. 

All businesses must complete 
a fire risk assessment. 
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There are five steps to completing a fire safety risk assessment: 

Step 1 Identify any hazards, including: 
• sources of ignition – these could include things like welding 

or grinding equipment, damp hay, naked flames, munitions, 
poorly serviced electrics, smoking. 

• sources of fuel – this is anything that could burn, such as 
petrol, diesel, LPG, hay or straw. 

• dangerous substances – examples of these could be chemicals, 
fertilisers, poisons and asbestos. 

Step 2 Identify any people at risk, including: 
• anyone near your farm buildings. 
• people who work for you or who are on your premises. 
• young people. 
• anyone who is legally on the premises. 

Step 3 Evaluate, remove, reduce and protect from risk: 
• evaluate the risk of fire occurring. 
• evaluate the risk to people from fire. 
• remove or reduce any fire hazards. 
• remove or reduce any risks to people – this could be by installing 

smoke and fire alarms, fire fighting equipment, escape routes, 
lighting, signs or notices or carrying out maintenance on electrics 
and equipment. 

Step 4 Record, plan, inform, instruct and train: 
• record any significant findings and the action you have taken, 

even if you’re not required to by law. 
• prepare an emergency plan. 
• inform and instruct anyone who might be afected. 
• provide training. 

Step 5 Review: 
• review your risk assessment on a regular basis and make 

changes if you need to. 
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If a fire breaks out 
• Call 999 immediately. 
• Tell the Operator: 

> Where the fire is - give the full postal address including the postcode 
and a six figure grid reference if you can. 

> Exactly what is involved - especially any chemicals that are involved 
or likely to become involved in the fire. 

> If the access to the fire site will be dificult for fire engines or will need 
a four wheel drive. 

> If there will be problems accessing water supplies on the fire site. 
• Only attempt to fight the fire if it is safe to do so. 
• Send someone to the farm entrance to direct the Fire Service to the fire. 

Ideally they should have a torch and be wearing high visibility clothing so 
they are easy to see. 

• Clear access routes to the fire site for the fire engines. 
• Move livestock if necessary or be prepared to move them in case the fire 

spreads. 
• Be prepared to use farm machinery to assist the Fire Service. 
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Preventing agricultural vehicle fires 
All drivers need to be fully trained in fire safety precautions for protecting 
machinery both while it is in use and when it is being stored. They also need 
to know what to do if a fire does break out. Consider fitting a portable fire 
extinguisher in your farm vehicles. 

If combustible material is allowed to build up in machinery, this can all too 
easily start a fire. It’s therefore essential that machinery is kept clean and all 
dust, straw, hay and chaf are regularly cleared, together with any oil and grease. 
Keeping “hot spots” clean is particularly vital. 

Regular servicing is also important, since fires can be caused by faults which 
haven’t been picked up. Agricultural machinery must always be stored safely, 
well away from any flammable materials, such as oily rags and debris. Fuels 
should always be stored separately in labelled containers, in locations away from 
the vehicle and other equipment. 

Half of all fires involving 
farm buildings can be 

attributed to arson. 
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Maintain electrical systems and appliances 
Make sure that: 
• you have a five yearly fixed wiring 

electrical test certificate. 

• there is a readily accessible and 
clearly identified switch near each 
item of fixed machinery to enable 
a person to cut of the power in an 
emergency. 

• power cables to machines are 
suitably protected (armoured cable, 
or installed in conduit) with a good 
earth connection. 

• there are enough socket outlets 
for the number of machines – 
overloading sockets by using 
adaptors is a fire hazard. 

• fuses and circuit breakers are 
correctly rated for the circuit they 
protect. 

• wiring is installed in conduit or 
similar to avoid damage by rodents. 

Controlled burning 

• damaged cables and other faults are 
repaired or replaced immediately. 

• installations are checked periodically 
and repairs carried out by a 
competent electrician. 

Portable equipment: 
• regularly inspect the wiring and 

condition of all portable tools – 
including hired or borrowed tools. 

• take suspect or faulty tools out of 
use and make sure they are not 
used until repaired by a competent 
person. 

• unplug or isolate appliances that are 
not in use. 

• consider regular Portable Appliance 
Testing (PAT). 

If you are doing any kind of controlled burning such as burning rubbish, please 
contact Cornwall Fire, Rescue and Community Safety Service: 
t: 01872 320205. 

For guidance and information regarding controlled burns and how to obtain an 
appropriate licence if required please visit: www.gov.uk/guidance/heather-
and-grass-burning-apply-for-a-licence#when-you-need-a-licence 

You can help prevent fires by making fire 
safety a part of your business plan. 
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Arson 
Arson is a signifcant risk to farms. As part of your fre risk assessment, you 
should do a survey of your farm buildings and identify any that are at particular 
risk from arson. 

Arson reduction checklist: 
• Is there a history of vandalism or fire setting in the area around the farm? 
• Is trespassing a problem? 

Storage: 
• is hay and straw removed from the field as soon as possible afer harvesting? 
• is hay and straw stored separately from other farm buildings particularly 

those housing fuels, agrochemicals and machinery? 
• is hay and straw stored in stacks of reasonable size spaced at least 10 metres 

apart? 
• is hay and straw stored separately from livestock housing? 

Security: 
• are petrol, diesel and other fuels stored in secure areas? 
• are fuel storage tank outlets padlocked? 
• are fertilisers and pesticides kept under lock and key? 
• is the security of all farm buildings maintained at all times? 
• is security lighting provided? 
• are the farm buildings fitted with a fully operational intruder alarm with a 

monitored link to an alarm receiving station? 
• is all refuse disposed of safely and on a regular basis? 

You can help reduce the risk of arson by: 
• maintaining a good standard of security for all outbuildings. 
• preventing easy access to fuel and chemical storage areas. 
• providing, repairing or replacing damaged fencing or gates. 
• replacing or re-siting security and warning notices. 
• installing intruder sensors and security lighting. 
• using dogs or geese to give early warning of intruders, though guard dogs 

must not be allowed to roam freely. 
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Dangerous substances 
Under COSHH Regulations you must tell people on your farm, including workers, 
fire fighters and other emergency services personnel, if there is a possibility that 
dangerous substances are involved in a fire. 

They will need to know the location of any: 
• bottled gas, especially acetylene and LPG, and bulk diesel or petrol. 
• slurry and any other animal waste. 
• guns and munitions. 
• asbestos in the materials the buildings are made of. 
• you should be able to provide material safety data sheets for all chemicals 

used on your farm. 
• ammonium nitrate fertilisers, sodium chlorates, pesticides or any other 

agrochemicals and poisons. 
• if more than 25 tonnes of any dangerous substances are stored 

you must provide the relevant hazard warning symbol, for more 
details visit http://books.hse.gov.uk/hse/public/saleproduct. 
jsf?catalogueCode=9780118854351 

Flammable 
Liquid 

Dangerous 
Substance 

Toxic 
Substance 

Corrosive 
Substance 

Compressed 
Gas 

Oxidizing 
Agent 
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There are some simple steps you can take to minimise 
the risk of fire on your farm: 

• efectively maintain all electrical supplies and portable appliances. 
• service your farm machinery regularly to ensure it is free from mechanical 

defects that could start fires. 
• clean all machinery regularly to ensure belly pans and spaces around motors 

are free from oil, dust, grease, straw and hay. 
• bale and stack hay when it’s dry to prevent spontaneous combustion. In 

Cornwall nearly a quarter of all barn fires are caused by storing damp or wet 
hay. 

• carry out welding and angle grinding only in clear areas. 
• have safe areas for smoking and dispose of cigarettes and matches properly. 
• if you need to have a bonfire, minimise the risk of it spreading to barns and 

other buildings by planning the location carefully and making sure the fire is 
not lef unattended. 

• reduce the risk of arson by adopting arson control measures. 
• store petrol, diesel, fuels and chemicals in clearly labelled approved 

containers. They should be stored separately and securely in locations away 
from other farm buildings. 

• check storage areas for any ignition sources such as electrics, machinery and 
smoking. 

• keep areas clean of rubbish, oily rags, firewood and other fuel sources. 
• maintain and clearly identify all fire fighting equipment. Make sure it’s easy to 

access, check that it’s in good working order and have it serviced regularly. 

clearly signed. 

Help us find your farm quickly 
make sure the entrance is 
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Farm fire safety checklist 

Consideration of risk and consequences: 
Have you made an assessment of the fire risk on 

Yes Noyour farm? (Ignition sources, fuel sources, people at 
risk, control measures required). 

If yes, have you recorded this anywhere, for example a 
Yes NoFire Risk Assessment? 

Have you assessed and considered the 
Yes Noenvironmental impact of a fire? (Water run of, 

hazardous materials, airborne pollutants). 

Do you have insurance to fully protect you and your 
Yes Nobusiness against fire? 

In the event of a fire do you have a plan and do 
Yes Noall your employees, agency staf, contractors and 

visitors know what action to take? 

Prevention of vehicle and electrical fires: 

Do you regularly service and test all farm vehicles? Yes No 

Do you regularly clean, service and test all farm 
machinery to help prevent defects that could start Yes No 

a fire? 

Is your portable electrical equipment and fixed 
wiring regularly tested? Yes No 
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Prevention of spontaneous combustion, accidental fires 
and arson: 
Have you taken steps to prevent hay and straw barn 
fires? (Correctly stored hay and straw, storage of hot 
vehicles or machinery, no hot works, no smoking). 

Yes No 

Have you considered having resources in place 
before attempting to separate self-heating bales? 
For example the attendance of a fire appliance. 

Yes No 

Do you carry out controlled burning and if so, 
are you aware of the licence requirements 
from Environmental Agency? (WEX certificate, 
exemption to burn). 

Yes No 

Have you taken measures to reduce the risk of 
arson? For example; CCTV, security lighting, security 
of premises. 

Yes No 

Hazardous/chemical storage: 
Are your chemicals stored safely in clearly labelled 
containers/storage areas? (Away from fuel sources 
and in bunded tanks/areas). 

Yes No 

Do you have chemical data sheets available in case 
of an emergency? Yes No 

Are your fuel and oil supplies stored safely? (Away 
from fertilisers, ignition sources and in bunded 
tanks/areas). 

Yes No 

Is there any asbestos on the farm, if so are you 
aware of the type and quantity? Yes No 

Are your fertilisers stored in single storey, well 
ventilated buildings away from combustibles? Yes No 
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This leaflet has been produced in partnership by Cornwall Fire, Rescue and Community 
Safety Service, Cornish Mutual and NFU Mutual to help farms comply with fire law. 

Cornish Mutual is delighted to be involved in 
Cornwall Fire and Rescue’s initiative to help 
reduce the risk of farm fires. Helping our 
Members to keep themselves and their livelihoods safe is very important to us. 

Established over 100 years ago by a group of Cornish farmers, we continue to keep 
servicing our Members at the centre of everything we do. We ofer farmers a local, 
personal insurance service and straightforward claims service. This is delivered through 
our Insurance Inspectors who, by living and working in their area, are better placed to 
understand the challenges facing farming today. Our Insurance Inspectors do not work 
on commission and are happy to ofer a free review of farm insurances. 

To find out who your local Insurance Inspector is visit:
www.cornishmutual.co.uk or call 0345 017 5513 

NFU Mutual is proud to be supporting the 
Cornwall Fire, Rescue and Community Safety 
Service, helping farmers to be safer and 
reduce the risk of fire. 

As the UK’s leading rural insurer with over 300 branches nationwide, 5 being in 
Cornwall. NFU Mutual celebrated its centenary in 2010 and its principles remain the 
same today as they did 100 years ago, ofering insurance cover at a fair price, with a first 
class personal service. 

NFU Mutual can ofer a range of insurances for farming including tractor and 
commercial vehicle insurance, but also Risk Management Services and Inheritance 
Tax Planning. Risk management services are provided by NFU Mutual Risk Services 
Limited. NFU Mutual Financial Consultants advise on NFU Mutual pro and in special 
circumstances those of other providers. To contact your local NFU Mutual agent or to
request a quote visit our website at: www.nfumutual.co.uk 
NFU Mutual is The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982) Registered in 
England. Registered Ofice: Tiddington Road, Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised 
and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers. 

If you need more information about fire safety, contact: 
Cornwall Fire, Rescue and Communtiy Safety Service 
t: 01726 223620 
e: protection@fire.cornwall.gov.uk 

If you would like this information in another format or language please contact: 
Cornwall Council, County Hall, Treyew Road, Truro, TR1 3AY 
e: equality@cornwall.gov.uk t: 0300 1234 100 
January 2020  JN46313 




