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Example Cycling Policy

Parental responsibility

Parents and guardians must be made aware 
that neither the School nor Cornwall Council is 
responsible for their child’s journey to and from 
school. This responsibility rests solely with a 
child’s parent/guardian.

Consent

It is essential that the school obtains written 
consent from parents/guardians allowing their 
children to ride to and from school.
Accompanied/unaccompanied cyclists
It is recommended that children under the 
age of 10 should be accompanied by an adult 
on their journey to and from school. Once a 
child has reached the age of 10 then they can 
ride unaccompanied if they have successfully 
completed level 2 Bikeability or Cornwall Council’s 
level 2 Cyclewise course. The parent/guardian 
must be satisfied that the child can ride safely 
unaccompanied.

Cycle training

There are two on-road cycle training schemes 
available to schools in Cornwall: Bikeability and 
Cyclewise. Both are pass or fail courses designed 
to teach and assess trainees’ basic control skills, 
ability to demonstrate manoeuvres safely, 
recognise potential hazards and take appropriate 
action. More information about the schemes can 
be found at http://www.cormacltd.co.uk/what-
we-do/cyclewise or www.bikeability.org.uk. 

Condition of cycles

It is important that cycles ridden to school 
are roadworthy and regularly maintained. It is 
the responsibility of parents/guardians whose 
children cycle to school to ensure their child’s bike 
is roadworthy. Regular checks on brakes, steering, 
tyres, lights, saddles etc. are essential.

Safety equipment

It is recommended that:

• Cycle helmets are worn by both pupils and 
adults who ride to and from school

• Cyclists should ensure they are visible at all 
times by wearing bright and reflective clothing

• The bicycle must have a red rear reflector, and 
front and rear working lights for use at night 
and in bad weather

This guidance has been written for schools. It advises on how 
to encourage safer cycling. This guidance is considered best 
practice; however schools can alter the guidance to produce 
their own, unique cycle policy.



Recommended routes

It is recommended that parents/guardians discuss 
and agree with their children on the safest 
route to and from school, how to deal with any 
potential hazards and which routes to avoid.

Behaviour

All cyclists should adhere to the rules and 
principles relating to cycling as detailed in the 
Highway Code. Children should be encouraged 
to consider the needs of others when cycling, 
particularly when children are riding in the same 
area as pedestrians.

Cycle security

It is recommended that the school will provide 
a designated cycle parking area for pupils to 
park their bicycles. This area will be covered and 
in a location that is overlooked by the school 
reception area or classrooms. Bicycles should be 
locked to the appropriate section of the cycle rack 
by the frame preferably using a D type lock or 
similar.

It must be clear that neither Cornwall Council 
nor the school is responsible for the security 
of children’s bicycles.
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Insurance

Most cycles will already be included with 
standard household contents insurance provided 
they are locked securely. However it is important 
that parents/guardians check with their insurers 
in case their child’s bicycle is not included in their 
household insurance policy.

It must be clear that it is neither Cornwall 
Council nor the school’s responsibility should 
the bicycle be stolen.

Withdrawal of permission

Permission for a child to cycle to and from school 
is at the discretion of the school. This permission 
can be withdrawn at any time for reasons of 
safety, behaviour, training or security.


