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Introduction

1.1 Background
AECOM has been commissioned to prepare an independent Evidence Base Report to support the
development of the Lanreath Neighbourhood Plan.
The Lanreath Neighbourhood Plan (LNP) is currently being prepared as a Neighbourhood
Development Plan under the Localism Act 2012. The LNP, which covers Lanreath Parish, is being
prepared in the context of the Cornwall Local Plan. It is currently anticipated that the LNP will be
submitted to Cornwall Council in 2017, with a view to undergoing referendum later that year.
Key information relating to the LNP is presented in Table 1.1.
Table 1.1: Key facts relating to the Lanreath Neighbourhood Plan
Name of Responsible Authority

Lanreath Parish Council

Title of Plan

Lanreath Neighbourhood Plan

Subject

Neighbourhood plan

Purpose

The Lanreath Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared as a
Neighbourhood Development Plan under the Neighbourhood
Planning (General) Regulations 2012. The plan will be in
conformity with the Cornwall Local Plan.

Timescale

To 2030

Area covered by the plan

Lanreath Parish in Cornwall
(Figure 1.1)

Summary of content

The Lanreath Neighbourhood Plan will set out a vision,
objectives, strategy and range of policies for Lanreath Parish.

Plan contact point

Peter Seaman, Chair of the Lanreath Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group
Email address: pandcseaman@aol.com

AECOM
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1.2 Purpose of this Evidence Base Report
This Evidence Base Report has been prepared to support the development of the LNP.
The quality of the evidence base to inform the development of a Neighbourhood Plan is a key
consideration when the plan undergoes Independent Examination. In this context, the following
elements are central to a robust evidence base for a Neighbourhood Plan:






Evidence needs to demonstrate the needs of the community in an objective way.
The evidence base should be proportionate and robust which supports the choices made
and the approaches taken.
Evidence needs to be analysed carefully and should inform key themes and priorities
addressed through the Neighbourhood Plan.
The evidence should be drawn upon to explain succinctly the intention and rationale of the
policies in the draft neighbourhood plan.
Any evidence used should be clearly referenced and presented in an accessible way, both
for the purpose of Independent Examination and for the benefit of residents reading a
plan, as well as interested parties such as landowners and developers – all of whom may
be impacted.

1.3 Themes considered through the Evidence Base
Report
This Evidence Base Report has been presented through seven Neighbourhood Plan themes.
These themes reflect the range of socio-economic and environmental topics which are currently
being considered through the development of the LNP.
The Neighbourhood Plan themes, and the topics considered, are introduced below.

AECOM
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Table 1.2: Neighbourhood Plan themes
Neighbourhood Plan theme

What has been considered?

Population

Demographics
Population change
Health and wellbeing
Deprivation

Housing

Existing housing stock
Housing needs
Affordable housing
Older people’s housing

Economy

Economic activities
Tourism
Employment (including youth unemployment)

Community Facilities and
Green infrastructure

Existing community facilities
Open space
Key green infrastructure assets

Accessibility and Transport

Road network
Public transport
Community transport
Walking and cycling routes
Accessibility
Travel patterns, including travel to work
Parking

Environment

Landscape character
Historic environment
Biodiversity
Agricultural land

AECOM
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1.4 Structure of this Evidence Base Report
This Evidence Base Report has been presented through the six Neighbourhood Plan themes
highlighted above. For each theme, the following elements are presented:
Policy overview
This explores the wider policy context for the theme, through reviewing the key national, regional
and local messages for the topics considered.
Baseline
This presents the key baseline data relevant to Lanreath Parish for the theme being considered.
Where appropriate, these sections incorporate a discussion on how the baseline has changed
over time.
The baseline data presented in the report is from several sources, including, but not limited to:








census data;
evidence base studies undertaken for the Cornwall Local Plan;
Neighbourhood Statistics;
Natural Heritage List for England;
Cornwall Council;
national reports and independent research; and
the MAGIC website.1

Key issues for the Lanreath Neighbourhood Plan to consider
Drawing on the policy overview and baseline data, this highlights the key issues for Lanreath
Parish for the theme considered.

1

http://www.magic.gov.uk/

AECOM
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2

Population

2.1 Policy overview
National Planning Policy Framework
Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include 





The social role of the planning system involves ‘supporting vibrant and healthy
communities’.
The planning system can play an important role in facilitating social interaction and
creating healthy, inclusive communities
A core planning principle is to ‘take account of and support local strategies to improve
health, social and cultural wellbeing for all’.
Set out the strategic policies to deliver the provision of health facilities.
Access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation can make
an important contribution to the health and well-being of communities.

Cornwall Local Plan
Key messages from the Cornwall Local Plan include 










AECOM

Lanreath is the main settlement in Lanreath Parish. It is not classified in the Cornwall
Settlement Hierarchy. Development in the parish will therefore be taken forward through
the Neighbourhood Plan or Rural Exception Sites.
In the Local Plan, Lanreath Parish is listed under the Liskeard and Looe Community
Network Area, with a population of 33,000 in 2007. Liskeard and Looe are the main
settlements within this area, and act as the local service centres to the smaller
settlements in the area, including Lanreath.
Development is to help rebalance communities by providing facilities, economic
development or housing for local needs of a scale that is appropriate to the settlement
and reduces the need to travel.
Development should deliver community benefits in the form of affordable housing for
local people and contributions to requirements for facilities, services and infrastructure
identified locally.
Open space and green infrastructure can play an important role in improving health and
wellbeing by providing accessible space for recreation.
Green
Infrastructure
networks
should
be
enhanced
through
the
maintenance/improvement of strategic green corridors, provision of enhanced walking
and cycling routes and enhancements to ecological networks.
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Other plans and studies
Box 2.1: Implications of an ageing population
The Select Committee on Public Service and Demographic Change report Ready for Ageing?2 warns
that society is underprepared for the ageing population. The report says that ‘longer lives can be a
great benefit, but there has been a collective failure to address the implications and without urgent
action this great boon could turn into a series of miserable crises’. Key projections about ageing
include 51% more people aged 65 and over and 101% more people aged 85 and over in England in
2030 compared to 2010; and a 90% increase in people with moderate or severe need for social care
for the same time period. Organisations involved in urban planning will need to adjust to an older
population and will have an important role to play in preventing the social isolation of older citizens.
The report says that the housing market is delivering much less specialist housing for older people
than is needed. Central and local government, housing associations and house builders need urgently
to plan how to ensure that the housing needs of the older population are better addressed and to give
as much priority to promoting an adequate market and social housing for older people as is given to
housing for younger people. The report notes that “if the country had an adequate supply of suitably
located, well-designed, supported housing for older people, this could result in an increased release
onto the market of currently under-occupied family housing, expanding the supply available for
younger generations”. It recommends that local government should ensure better housing provision
for older people by both encouraging private market provision and by making specific mention of older
people’s needs when drawing up Local Plans.
Box 2.2: Influence of nature on and community well-being
The report Natural Solutions from the New Economics Foundation 3 looks to highlight evidence from
recent studies that demonstrates the important role that the natural world can play in delivering wellbeing and the delivery of key societal goals such as health, education, urban regeneration and crime
reduction.
It points to the relationship between access to nature and positive health outcomes, with both physical
and mental health benefits on offer through increased physical activity and environmental experience
and contact. The natural environment is also described as potentially being a resource to help reduce
crime levels and increase community cohesion by providing a neutral space in which people can meet
and interact. In addition, green spaces and other outdoor locations can provide key environments for
effective learning, with this particularly being the case for children not engaged in formal learning.

2

Select Committee on Public Service and Demographic Change (2013) Ready for Ageing? [online] available at:
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/public-services-committee/report-ready-for-ageing/
3
New Economics (October 2012) Foundation Natural solutions Nature’s role in delivering well-being and key policy
goals.
AECOM
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Box 2.3: Further policy in relation to ‘health’
Fair Society, Healthy Lives4 (‘The Marmot Review’) investigated health inequalities in England and the
actions needed in order to tackle them. Subsequently, a supplementary report was prepared providing
additional evidence relating to spatial planning and health on the basis that that there is: ‘overwhelming
evidence that health and environmental inequalities are inexorably linked and that poor environments
contribute significantly to poor health and health inequalities’.
It highlights three main policy actions to ensure that the built environment promotes health and
reduces inequalities. These should be applied on a universal basis, but with a scale and intensity that is
proportionate to the level of disadvantage. Specifically these actions are to:
 Integrate fully the planning, transport, housing, environmental and health systems to address the
social determinants of health in each locality.
 Prioritise policies and interventions that both reduce health inequalities and mitigate climate
change by: improving active travel; improving good quality open and green spaces; improving the
quality of food in local areas; and improving the energy efficiency of housing.
 Support locally developed and evidence-based community regeneration programmes that remove
barriers to community participation and action, and reduce social isolation.
The increasing role that local level authorities are expected to play in producing health outcomes is
well demonstrated by recent Government legislation. The Health and Social Care Act 2012 transfers’
responsibility for public health from the NHS to local government 5, giving local authorities a duty to
improve the health of the people who live in their areas. This will require a more holistic approach to
health across all local government functions.

2.2 Baseline
Demographics
Population Growth and Age Structure
According to the most recent census data available, in 2011 the total population of Lanreath
Parish was 5146. This is an increase of 26 from the 2001 census, or a 3.11% growth7. The rate of
growth in the parish is significantly lower than Cornwall, regional and national comparators.
Table 2.1: Population growth, 2001-2011
Date

Lanreath

Cornwall

South West

England

2001

514

499,114

4,928,434

49,138,831

2011

530

532,273

5,288,935

53,012,456

Population
Change
2001-2011

3.11%

6.64%

7.31%

7.88%

Table 2.2 highlights the age structure of the Parish, compared with Cornwall, south west and
England averages for 20018 and 20119. Adapted from statistics compiled by the ONS, the data
indicates the percentage of the total population within each age group.
4

The Marmot Review (2011) The Marmot Review: Implications for Spatial Planning [online] available at:

fhttp://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=106106
5

Upper tier and unitary local authorities
ONS (2011) Census 2011, Key Figures for 2011 Census: Key Statistics
7
ONS (2001) Census 2001, Key Figures for 2001 Census: Key Statistics
8
ONS (2004) Census 2001, Age Structure, 2001 (KS02)
9
ONS (2013) Census 2011, Age Structure, 2011 (KS102EW)
6
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Table 2.2: Age Structure (2001 and 2011)
Lanreath

Cornwall

South West

England

2011

2001

2011

2001

2011

2001

2011

2001

0-15

17.2%

15.8%

16.9%

18.5%

17.6%

19.0%

18.9%

20.2%

16-24

7.4%

8.6%

10.1%

9.0%

11.3%

10.1%

11.9%

10.9%

25-44

18.9%

21.8%

22.5%

24.7%

24.6%

27.0%

27.5%

29.3%

45-59

22.6%

26.3%

20.8%

21.8%

20.1%

19.9%

19.4%

18.9%

60+

34.0%

27.6%

29.7%

26.1%

26.4%

23.9%

22.3%

20.8%

Lanreath Parish has a lower proportion of people aged 16-44 than the Cornwall, regional and
national average. In the 25-44 age range, only 18.9% of the parish population is within this age
group, compared to 22.5% in Cornwall, 26.5% in the South West, and 27.5% in England.
In contrast, Lanreath Parish has a higher proportion of the population within the 45-59 and 60+
age range than the Cornwall, regional and England average. This is most pronounced in the 60+
age group, with 34% of the Parish’s population within this age range, compared to 29.7% in
Cornwall, 26.4% in the South West, and 22.3% in England.
A key trend highlighted by the changes in the Lanreath’s age structure between 2001 and 2011 is
the ageing population of the parish. In this context in 2001 27.6% of the population were aged 60
or over. In 2011, this had increased to 34%. This in an increase of 23%, which is significantly
higher than the comparable rates for: Cornwall (an increase of 14%); the South West (an increase
of 10%); and England (an increase of 7%).
There has however been an increase in the proportion of the population within the under 16 age
range. This contrasts with Cornwall, regional and national decreases of the proportion of
population within this age range.
Ethnicity
Figure 2.1 illustrates the population composition of Lanreath Parish in 2011 by broad ethnic
group, compared to Cornwall, the south west and England 10.

England
White
Mixed/multiple ethnic groups

South West

Asian/Asian British
Cornwall

Black/African/Caribbean/Black
British
Other ethnic group

Lanreath

70.0%

80.0%

90.0%

100.0%

Figure 2.1 Population composition by broad ethnic group

10

ONS (2013) Census 2011, Ethnic Group, 2011 (KS201EW)
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In terms of ethnicity, 99.6% of the parish’s population is classed as White British. This is a higher
proportion than Cornwall (98.23%), and significantly higher than the south west (95.41%) and
England (85.42%) averages.
At the time of the 2011 census, there were no Gypsy or Irish Traveller residents in Lanreath Parish.
A Gypsy and Travelling Communities Strategy for Cornwall (2014) identified 368 pitches in 2013, a
rise of 159% since July 2005. The required residential pitch provision, based on the Gypsy and
Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessment 201411, identified a need for 105 additional pitches
for the Gypsy and Traveller community within Cornwall over the next 15 years. This would give a
five year target of 35 pitches (7 per year). To address this need, Cornwall Council is to prepare a
Development Plan Document allocating sites for pitches 12.
Qualifications
The population of Lanreath Parish is generally less qualified than Cornwall, regional and national
averages.
In this context 23.7% of the population has no qualifications, which is higher than the Cornwall and
South West average of 22%. Likewise 14.1% of the population has only a Level 1 qualifications
(i.e. the equivalent of 1-4 GCSEs), which is higher than the Cornwall average of 13.4%.
In relation to higher level qualifications, 36.3% of the population of Lanreath has Level 3
qualifications or above (i.e. at least 2+ A-levels or equivalent). This is below the average of
Cornwall (38.1%), the South West (39.8%) and England (40.6%). However it should be noted that
the proportion of the population with Level 4 qualifications and above (i.e. degree level) is
comparable to Cornwall averages. The proportion of people with Level 4 qualifications and above
also increased from 15.9% to 25.1% between 2001 and 2011.

30.0%
25.0%
20.0%
15.0%
10.0%

Lanreath

5.0%

Cornwall

0.0%

South West
England

Figure 2.2: Highest Level of Qualification, 2011 (QS501EW)
Deprivation
The dimensions of deprivation used to classify households in the census are indicators based on
the four selected household characteristics. A household is deprived in a dimension if they meet
one or more of the following conditions:


Employment (any member of a household not a full-time student is either unemployed or
long-term sick);

11

GVA (May 2014) Gypsy & Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessment for Cornwall, Plymouth, South Hams and West Devon Local
Authorities
12
Cornwall Council (2014) Gypsy and Travelling Communities Strategy.
AECOM
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Education (no person in the household has at least level 2 education, and no person aged
16-18 is a full-time student);
Health and disability (any person in the household has general health 'bad or very bad' or
has a long term health problem); and
Housing (Household's accommodation is either overcrowded, with an occupancy rating -1
or less, or is in a shared dwelling, or has no central heating).

A household is classified as being deprived in none, or one to four of these dimensions in any
combination.
Figure 2.3 illustrates for Lanreath the level of deprivation in the four ‘dimensions’ of deprivation,
compared to Cornwall, the South West and England.
50%
45%
40%
35%
30%

Lanreath

25%

Cornwall

20%

South West

15%

England

10%
5%
0%
household not deprived in 1 deprived in 2 deprived in 3 deprived in 4
deprived
dimension
dimensions dimensions dimensions
Figure 2.3: Relative deprivation dimensions
The percentage of households not deprived in any dimension in Lanreath (39%) is slightly lower
than in Cornwall (40.2%), and lower than regional and national averages (at 44.8% and 42.5%
respectively). Whilst the percentage of households in deprivation in one dimension is higher in
Lanreath (36.8%) than in Cornwall (34.6%), the South West (33.2%) and England (32.7%), the
percentage of households deprived in in two or more dimensions of deprivation is lower than
Cornwall averages. There are no significant values for households deprived in four dimensions
across the parish (0.5%).13
Health and wellbeing
As highlighted in Table 2.3, general health across Lanreath Parish is broadly favourable compared
to across Cornwall as a whole, with 80.2% of the population of Lanreath reporting that they were
in ‘very good’ or ‘good’ health14. This is slightly higher than Cornwall (78.8%) averages but slightly
below South West and England averages.
The proportion of the population reporting that they were in ‘very bad’ or ‘bad’ health was 5.5%.
This is lower than the Cornwall average of 6.3%, higher than South West averages, and
comparable with England averages.
The 2001 census reported against different categories of health, so a direct comparison is not
possible with the 2011 figures. However, the baseline information indicates an improvement in

13
14

ONS (2013) Census 2011, Households by Deprivation Dimensions, 2011 (QS119EW)
ONS (2013) Census 2011 General Health (QS302EW)
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reported levels of health since 2001; with the percentage classifying themselves as any level of
‘good health’ as 71.6% in 2001, increasing to 80.2% in 201115.
Table 2.3 General Health, 2011 (QS302EW)
Lanreath

Cornwall

South West

England

Very good health

40.0%

45.2%

46.9%

47.2%

Good health

40.2%

33.6%

34.6%

34.2%

Fair health

14.3%

14.9%

13.4%

13.1%

Bad health

4.2%

4.9%

4.0%

4.2%

Very bad health

1.3%

1.4%

1.1%

1.2%

Category of health

As highlighted in Table 2.4, reported long-term health problems or disability in Lanreath Parish is
favourable compared to Cornwall averages. In this context the proportion of people in the parish
reporting that they are limited ‘a lot’ with day to day activities due to long-term health problems or
disabilities (7.0%) is below the Cornwall average (10.0%) and also lower than the regional (8.3%)
and national average (8.3%).
80.9% in Lanreath also reported that they are ‘not limited’ with day to day activities, which is higher
than Cornwall averages (78.6%)16 but lower than the regional (81.6%) and national (82.4%) level.
12.1% of the population however reported they are limited ‘a little’ with day to day activities, which
is higher than the county (11.4%), regional (10.2%) and national (9.3%) level.
Table 2.4 Long-Term Health Problem or Disability, 2011 (QS303EW)
Lanreath

Cornwall

South West

England

7.0%

10.0%

8.3%

8.3%

Day-to-day activities limited a little

12.1%

11.4%

10.2%

9.3%

Day-to-day activities not limited

80.9%

78.6%

81.6%

82.4%

Day-to-day activities limited a lot

No data exists for the Lanreath Parish for life expectancy and health indicators; however at the
county level the 2013 Health Profile17 shows that life expectancy in Cornwall is 79.5 for men and
83.5 for women; above the national average of 73.8 and 79.3, respectively. Life expectancy is 4.3
years lower for men and 3.9 years lower for women in the most deprived areas of Cornwall than in
the least deprived areas. Local priorities in Cornwall include reducing smoking, physical inactivity,
unhealthy diets, excess alcohol and lack of social connections. 18
Over the last 10 years, all-cause mortality rates have fallen in Cornwall. Early death rates from
cancer and from heart disease and stroke have fallen and are better than the England average. An
estimated 21.0% of adults smoke and 25.0% are obese. There were 11,816 hospital stays for
alcohol related harm in 2009/10 and there are 1,039 deaths from smoking each year. 19 About
18.1% of Year 6 children are classified as obese in Cornwall. A higher percentage than average of
pupils spend at least three hours each week on school sport.

15

ONS (2004) Census 2001General Health, 2001 (UV20)
ONS (2013) Census 2011, Long-term health problem or disability (QS303EW)
17
Public Health England (2013) Health Profile 2013
16

18

Public Health England (2013) Health Profile 2013

19

Public Health England (2013) Health Profile 2013
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2.3 Key issues and opportunities
Key issues and opportunities in Lanreath Parish relating to this theme include as follows:







AECOM

Population growth in the parish has been significantly below Cornwall, regional and
national averages.
The population of the parish is ageing, with a significantly higher increase in the proportion
of the population within the 60+ age range between 2001-2011 than Cornwall, regional
and national comparators. The proportion of the population aged from 16-59 has also
fallen.
There has however been an increase in the proportion of the population who are under 16.
The above population trends have the potential to lead to implications for the provision of
services, facilities and amenities in the area.
The population of Lanreath is generally less qualified than Cornwall, South West and
England averages. The proportion of people with degree level or above qualifications has
however seen significant increases since 2001.
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3

Housing

3.1 Policy overview
National Planning Policy Framework
Key messages from the NPPF include 




To ‘boost significantly the supply of housing’, local planning authorities should meet the
‘full, objectively assessed need for market and affordable housing’ in their area. They
should prepare a Strategic Housing Market Assessment to assess their full housing
needs, working with neighbouring authorities where housing market areas cross
administrative boundaries. The Strategic Housing Market Assessment should identify the
scale and mix of housing and the range of tenures that the local population is likely to
need over the plan period.
With a view to creating ‘sustainable, inclusive and mixed communities’ authorities should
ensure provision of affordable housing onsite or externally where robustly justified.
In rural areas, when exercising the duty to cooperate with neighbouring authorities, local
planning authorities should be responsive to local circumstances and plan housing
development to reflect local needs, particularly for affordable housing, including through
rural exception sites where appropriate. Authorities should consider whether allowing
some market housing would facilitate the provision of affordable housing to meet local
needs.

Cornwall Local Plan
The Cornwall Local Plan has reached the ‘Schedule of Further Significant Changes’ stage and has
not yet been adopted. The latest iteration of the Cornwall Local Plan identifies that Lanreath Parish
is in the Liskeard and Looe Community Network Area (CNA). This CNA also includes: Deviock,
Duloe, Dobwalls and Trewidland, Lansallos, Lanteglos, Liskeard, Looe, Menheniot, Morval, Pelynt,
Quethiock, St Cleer, St Keyne, St Neot, St Martin-by-Looe, St. Pinnock and Warleggan. The CNA
should, according to this draft, provide around 2,900 dwellings between 2010 and 2030.
However, until this plan is adopted, the statutory development plan for Lanreath is the Caradon
Local Plan First Alteration (2007) in combination with the National Planning Policy Framework 20.
Lanreath is not classified in the Cornwall Settlement Hierarchy and such housing should be
delivered in the village through the Neighbourhood Plan or Rural Exception Sites.
Other plans and studies
Further sustainability context is provided by a review of several studies that have sought to
analyse how successful the Government’s approach to housing has been and/or suggest possible
solutions to the problems faced (Boxes 3.1 – 3.3)

20

The Caradon Local Plan First Alteration highlighted that 3,000 dwellings should be delivered in Caradon in the period 2001 to 2016
outside of the parts of the district within the Plymouth Principal Urban Area.
AECOM
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Box 3.1 Chartered Institute of Housing analysis
The ‘Housing Report’21 collates the official figures available on housing in order to establish whether the
government’s approach to housing is succeeding. A challenge identified for the government is to produce a
step change in housing in order to meet the nations needs and aspirations, especially given that: ‘Many of
the external pressures on the housing market, ranging from a growing and ageing population to falling
incomes, are likely to intensify over the coming years’.
The government’s performance is analysed under a number of headings, including:


Housing supply: A small increase of new build is recorded, but this is from a historically low base. The
number of completions in 2011 was 38% below the 2007 peak.



Overcrowding: This situation is worsening, and current measures to tackle under-occupation may not
necessarily resolve the problem.



Homelessness: There has been a large increase in homeless acceptances and rough sleepers, with this
problem potentially exacerbated by further cuts to Housing benefit during 2013.



Empty homes: Despite 720,000 homes currently being classed as empty, the situation seems to be an
improving one. This is particularly the case with long-term empty homes.



Home ownership: House prices are relatively steady, sales are up, and affordability is increasing.
However, homeownership rates are falling and there is a decline in low cost ownership sales. Home
ownership remains out of reach for most people.
Box 3.2 Joseph Rowntree Foundation analysis

The Joseph Rowntree Foundation International Review of Land Supply and Planning Systems 22
highlights that, despite record house prices in the early 2000s, the supply of new homes did not increase
significantly. This lack of responsiveness to increases in house prices has led to affordability problems.
The global financial crisis and resultant recession(s) has only worsened the supply situation.
In England, perceived constraints on the supply of land include: a lack of incentives for local authorities to
support new development; the nature of the house-building industry; and existing disincentives to make
land available in the light of future price increases. The mechanisms for funding and providing the
necessary infrastructure can act as a constraint, as can the availability and cost of finance of development.
There are particular risks associated with the re-use of land as compared with greenfield sites with respect
to fragmentation of ownership, risks and costs. Market volatility further increases risks and uncertainty.
The JRF study reviewed the situation in other countries and the mechanisms used to ensure sufficient
house building, most of which have their equivalent in England. Of key importance are:


incentives to bring land forward for development;



provision of infrastructure in advance of, or alongside, development; and



growth management boundaries/urban growth limits

In terms of the latter, growth management boundaries/urban growth limits are used by most countries to
prevent urban sprawl. To ensure price stability, the limit is normally revisited at regular intervals, but urban
containment inherently affects land prices both within and outside the limit. There are some examples of
successful urban containment and relative price stability over time, notably Portland, Oregon, but
successful management requires planners to be pro-active in monitoring and adjusting land supply.

21

The Chartered Institute of Housing, National Housing Federation & Shelter (2012) The Housing Report: Edition 2 [online] available at:
http://england.shelter.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/435653/Housing_Report_2_-_May_2012.pdf
22
Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2013) International Review of Land Supply and Planning Systems [online]
available at: https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/international-review-land-supply-and-planning-systems
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Box 3.3 Solutions to ‘the housing crisis’ suggested by Policy Exchange
In recent position statements Policy Exchange 23 (a leading ‘think tank’) highlights the extent of the housing
challenge and identify that a key barrier to addressing the challenge is the poor perception of new
development. Policy Exchange state that ‘A lot of people object to new development because they assume
that the outcome will be buildings that are at best characterless, cheap in everything except price.’ The
following solution is proposed:


Policy Exchange advocates the need for ‘self-build’ to make a much more significant contribution.
Self-build is where development involves a discrete project for a specific owner, who will hence input
into the design and construction. Currently, in the UK 10% of new homes (less in England) are selfbuild, with the vast majority of development being undertaken by large developers (who, Policy
Exchange suggest, can act as land speculators as much as builders to the detriment of building rates).
Councils can support self-build by using land auctions to enable self-builders to procure plot sized
areas of land.

3.2 Baseline
Whilst parish-wide data is not available for house prices data from the DCLG indicates that the
median selling price of property in Cornwall in 2012 was £185,000, similar to the 2012 Englandwide median of £183,500. The median house selling price in Cornwall fluctuated between
£190,000 and £175,000 from 2008 to 2011.
In terms of the house price to income ratio, which illustrates the multiple of the average income in
the area to average house price, the affordability ratio for Cornwall in 2013 was 8.42, a decrease
from 9.11 in 2010. This is significantly higher than the ratio of 6.72 for England. 24
Figure 3.1 shows the tenure of households in Lanreath Parish in comparison with Cornwall
averages. As highlighted by the figure, the proportion of households owned in the Parish was
77.1% in 2011. This is an increase from 73.6% in 2001. This compares a fall in Cornwall from
72.4% in 2001 to 68.8% in 2011. Therefore negative trends in home ownership seen in Cornwall,
the South West and England in this period were not replicated in Lanreath.
Lanreath Parish has a lower proportion of the housing stock social rented and a higher proportion
private rented than Cornwall averages. The proportion of the housing stock social rented
increased from 9.1% in 2001 to 10.1% in 2011. This highlights a recent small increase in the
social housing stock in the Parish (from 19 to 22 dwellings). In the same period, the proportion of
the housing stock social rented in Cornwall increased from 11.8 to 12.0%.
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Figure 3.1: Tenure by household
23

Policy Exchange (2013) A right to build: Local homes for local people [online] available at:
https://policyexchange.org.uk/
DCLG, statistics sourced from Shelter Housing Databank website:
https://england.shelter.org.uk/professional_resources/housing_databank This data is not available at ward or parish level.

24
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In 2012, the last year for which data is available, there were 28,336 households on local authority
housing waiting lists in Cornwall, an increase of 20,621 since 2010. 25
Levels of overcrowding are lower in Lanreath than in comparison to Cornwall, regional and
national averages. Overcrowding is classified as households in that have an occupancy rating of 1 or less, meaning that they have at least one room fewer than required; in Lanreath this affects
2.29% of households (5 households) compared with 5.8% across Cornwall, 6.4% in the South
West, and 8.7% in England26. This number has decreased since 2001, when only 3.4% (or 7
households) were classified as overcrowded 27.
In relation to second homes, data from Cornwall Council suggests that 12 dwellings in Lanreath
Parish on the Council Tax Register in November 2012 were second homes, comprising 5.2% of
dwellings. This compares with 6.7% of dwellings in the Liskead and Looe Community Network
Area and 5.5% across Cornwall28.

3.3 Key issues and opportunities
Key issues and opportunities in the Parish relating to housing includes as follows:





Home ownership increased in Lanreath between 2001-2011, bucking overall trends in
Cornwall, the South West and England.
The proportion of second homes in Lanreath is lower than Cornwall and Community
Network Area averages.
The proportion of the social rented housing stock in the Parish increased slightly between
2001 and 2011.
An ageing population in the Parish will require appropriate housing provision which is
suitable for older people.

25

DCLG (2012) Statistical data set Live tables on rents, lettings and tenancies. Table 600: numbers of households on local authorities'
housing waiting lists, by district: England 1997 to 2013.
26
ONS (2013) Census 2011, Occupancy rating (rooms) (QS408EW)
27
ONS (2011) Census 2011, Occupancy Rating, 2001 (UV59)
28
Cornwall Council (2013) Cornwall Council Tax Dwellings (including second homes and vacant dwellings
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/bsp/hi/pdfs/08_01_13_secondhomes.pdf
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4

Economy

4.1 Policy overview
National Planning Policy Framework
Key messages from the NPPF include





The planning system can make a contribution to building a strong, responsive economy by
‘ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is available in the right places and at the right
time to support growth and innovation; and by identifying and coordinating development
requirements, including the provision of infrastructure’.
Capitalise on ‘inherent strengths’, and to meet the ‘twin challenges of global competition
and of a low carbon future’.
Support new and emerging business sectors, including positively planning for ‘clusters or
networks of knowledge driven, creative or high technology industries’.
Support the sustainable growth and expansion of all types of business and enterprise in
rural areas and promote the development and diversification of agricultural and other
land-based rural businesses.

Cornwall Local Plan
Key messages from the Cornwall Local Plan include






The removal of unnecessary barriers to jobs, business and investment through a positive
policy framework, with a focus on sustaining a range of local businesses including growth
sectors promoted by Cornwall Council and the Local Enterprise Partnership.
Enhancing the cultural and tourist offer in Cornwall and to continue to promote Cornwall
as a year round destination for tourism and recreation.
Balance the provision of employment and housing to reduce commuting, and provide high
quality, well paid employment in locations that reduce the need to travel.
Support new business start-ups.

Other plans and studies
In 2010, the European Union published its strategy for achieving growth up until 2020 29. This
strategy focuses on smart growth, through the development of knowledge and innovation;
sustainable growth, based on a greener, more resource efficient and more competitive economy;
and inclusive growth, aimed at strengthening employment, and social and territorial cohesion.

29
European Commission (2010) Europe 2020 https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/economic-and-fiscal-policy-coordination/eueconomic-governance-monitoring-prevention-correction/european-semester_en
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4.2 Baseline
Figures 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3 below show the 2001 and 2011 census data 30 for employment, and the
occupational groups of those employed.
35.0%
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25.0%
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10.0%

Lanreath 2001

5.0%

Cornwall 2011
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EI – Economically Inactive

EA – Economically Active

Figure 4.1: 2001 and 2011 census data – employment categories
Between 2001 and 2011 the proportion of people working full time in Lanreath Parish fell from
30.9% to 20,9%. In the same period the proportion of people working part time increased from
12.8% to 15.8%. This mirrors trends across Cornwall. The proportion of retired people in the
parish also mirrored the increases experienced Cornwall-wide between 2001 and 2011.
There is a significantly higher proportion of self-employed people working in Lanreath (20.6% in
2011) compared to Cornwall averages (13.6%). However whilst the proportion of self-employed
people increased from 12.2% in Cornwall in 2001, it decreased from 22.3% in Lanreath.
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Figure 4.2: Unemployment
30

Census Data (2001 and 2011) for Lanreath Parish
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Figure 4.2 highlights that there was a significant relative reduction in youth unemployment in
Lanreath in the period 2001-2011. In this context the fall from approximately 0.5% to
approximately 0% in Lanreath in this period did not mirror the 0.8% to 1% rise experienced across
Cornwall. However this was mirrored by an increase in unemployment within the over 50s age
group, from approximately 0% to 0.8%.
In terms of long term unemployment, the rate did not markedly increase in Lanreath between
2001 and 2011, remaining at approximately 0.8%. However in Cornwall it increased from 1% to
1.2%. There was also a significant increase in the ‘unemployed, never worked’ category in the
Parish in 2001-2011 (0% to 0.3% in Lanreath, which compares to 0.2% to 0.3% in Cornwall).
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18.0%
16.0%
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12.0%
10.0%
8.0%
6.0%
4.0%
2.0%
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Lanreath 2011
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Figure 4.3 Employment occupations
In terms of occupation, the largest employment types in the parish are hotels and restaurants
(13.9% in 2011) construction (13.5%) and agriculture, forestry, hunting, fishing (10.4%).
As highlighted by Figure 4.3 above, between 2001 and 2011, a number of changes took place
relating to the occupation profile of the parish. These included:





An increase in the proportion of those employed engaged in construction (9.4% – 13.5%),
hotels and catering (9.2% – 13.9%), education (6.4% – 8.4%) and ‘other’ (2.6% – 6.0%);
A decrease in the proportion of those employed engaged in agriculture, hunting, forestry
and fishing (12.1% – 10.4%), manufacturing (8.3% – 4.8%), wholesale and retail trade,
repairs (15.5% – 10.4%) transport storage and communication (6.8% – 5.6%) and health
and social work (13.5% – 6.4%); and
A significant decrease in the proportion of those employed engaged in real estate and
business activities (13.2%-1.6%).

These changes in occupation types largely mirror Cornwall-wide trends, with the exception of
construction, health and social work and ‘other’ categories. The largest decrease in both Lanreath
and the wider Cornwall area was in the real estate, renting and business category.
A range of local businesses provide for small scale employment in the parish. Farming continues
to thrive in the area, although recent developments in farming technology and the use of
contractors has reduced employment opportunities in this sector. Businesses catering to the
needs of tourism including holiday cottage and lodge complexes and the Porfell Wildlife Park and
Sanctuary provide small scale full and part-time employment opportunities in the service sector.
AECOM
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A thriving haulage business, a plant hire business, a removal and storage business, a retail
horticultural business and the village ship also provide employment opportunities in the Parish.
At least 16 other registered enterprises including accountants, plumbing services, gold and silver
smiths, wedding car services, entertainers, educational equipment suppliers, horticultural
services, bridal wear suppliers, riding schools, consulting engineers and software services
operate in the parish.

4.3 Key issues and opportunities
Key issues and opportunities in Lanreath Parish in relation to this theme include as follows:







AECOM

Agriculture continues to be an important economic activity in the parish. Despite recent
declines in employment in agricultural activities, the sector continues to support a
significant number of jobs in the parish.
Tourism is an important economic activity in the parish, with the potential for further
growth and diversification.
Youth unemployment fell in the parish from 2001-11. However, in the same period, there
was an increase in the proportion of over the 50s age group unemployed.
There were increases in the proportion of those employed engaged in construction,
hotels and catering and education between 2001-2011
A significantly higher proportion of the workforce is self-employed in Lanreath than in
Cornwall. However, in contrast to Cornwall trends, this proportion decreased from 2001
to 2011.
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5

Community Facilities and Green
Infrastructure

5.1 Policy overview
National Planning Policy Framework
Key messages from the NPPF include










The social role of the planning system involves ‘supporting vibrant and healthy
communities’.
The planning system can play an important role in facilitating social interaction and
creating healthy, inclusive communities
Promote the retention and development of local services and community facilities such as
local shops, meeting places, sports venues, cultural buildings, public houses and places of
worship.
Ensure that developments create safe and accessible environments where crime and
disorder, and the fear of crime, do not undermine quality of life or community cohesion.
Places should contain clear and legible pedestrian routes, and high quality public spaces,
which encourage the active and continual use of public areas.
Ensuring that there is a ‘sufficient choice of school places’ is of ‘great importance’ and
there is a need to take a ‘proactive, positive and collaborative approach’ to bringing
forward ‘development that will widen choice in education’.
High quality open spaces should be protected or their loss mitigated, unless a lack of
need is established.
Adopt proactive strategies to adapt and manage risks through measures including green
infrastructure (i.e. ‘a network of multi-functional green space, urban and rural, which is
capable of delivering a wide range of environmental and quality of life benefits for local
communities’).

Cornwall Local Plan
Key messages from the Cornwall Local Plan include






To reduce poverty and social exclusion and provide opportunities for all to participate fully
in society.
To improve health through improving access to open space and health, recreation and
sports facilities.
To improve access to key services and facilities by reducing the need to travel and by
providing safe sustainable travel choices.
Open space and Green Infrastructure can play an important role in improving health and
wellbeing by providing accessible space for recreation;
Green
Infrastructure
networks
should
be
enhanced
through
the
maintenance/improvement of strategic green corridors, provision of enhanced walking
and cycling routes and enhancements to ecological networks.

Other plans and studies
A Green Infrastructure Strategy for Cornwall 31
The Green Infrastructure Strategy provides a single point of reference, enabling a strategic
framework to be developed, to achieve the vision of “a strategically planned and delivered green
network throughout Cornwall, comprising high quality green spaces, green corridors and other
environmental features delivering a wide range of ecosystems services for the benefit of all.”

31

Cornwall Council (2013). A Green Infrastructure Strategy for Cornwall – A strategic framework
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The strategy provides key themes, priorities, related outcomes, key actions as well as key
partners. Themes include: health and wellbeing, economy, climate change, education, and
environmental quality.
There are two key initiatives proposed in this strategy as a means of securing and maximising the
opportunities for planning and delivering Green Infrastructure in Cornwall as follows:




Green Infrastructure in Growth Areas: Green Infrastructure strategies being developed
at a Town Framework level for larger settlements in Cornwall. Key information in these
Town Framework level strategies will consist of: flooding and surface water areas,
ecological resource, active travel and connections, and public open spaces.
Green Infrastructure in Rural Areas: Cornwall Council are undertaking a further piece of
work based on the approach to the Town Framework areas, whereby a selection of a
further 108 smaller settlements that are likely to see some level of growth over the next
20 years will be identified for rural area assessments. As an additional benefit taken
together, the evidence base and associated information from the Town Framework Green
Infrastructure strategies and the rural area assessments will enable the council to set its
own locally relevant public open space standards.

A key output of the implementation of the Green Infrastructure Strategy will be the development
of a Geographic Information System (GIS) for Cornwall. The intention is to make this data available
via a publicly accessible web based GIS. This will enable individuals and organisations to
investigate and explore green infrastructure in Cornwall.
Cornwall Council will support and provide technical guidance to parish and town councils working
on developing neighbourhood plans, work will be required to develop a template and guidance to
ensure that green infrastructure planning is integrated into the plan making process in a
consistent way.

5.2 Baseline
Community facilities
The following community facilities, services and amenities serve Lanreath Parish:
Village shop and post office
The village shop and post office is located off St Manarch’s Road in the centre of the village. It is
open every day of the week, it is well utilised and is a key community facility.
Lanreath Village Hall
The Village Hall is a community-run facility which hosts a range of community events. It
incorporates a main hall, a lounge, a committee room and a kitchen. The village social club (the
Rally Social Club) is adjoined to the hall.
Churches
The parish has one church with weekly services, St Marnarch's Parish Church
Punch Bowl Inn
The former Punch Bowl Inn public house is located in the centre of the village on St Marnarch’s
Road. This was a village amenity but is currently closed for business and no information is
available on future prospects for reopening.
Clubs and societies
The village has numerous clubs, including the Rally Club (which has licensed premises with various
related activities - including darts, snooker etc), a Walking Group, an Amenities Group (which
organises social events), Lanreath WI, History Group and others.
Schools
Lanreath primary school closed in 2007. Primary school children in the parish attend Pelynt
Primary School, which is located 3.5km from Lanreath village.
Secondary school students in the village attend Looe Community Academy, located
approximately 12.5km away.
The village has a pre-school playgroup (Ladybirds)
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Doctor’s surgery
Lanreath Parish does not contain a doctor’s surgery. The nearest surgery is at Pelynt, which is a
branch of Old Bridge Surgery located in Looe. The surgery is open Monday afternoons and
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday mornings. An INR clinic runs on Thursdays.
Green Infrastructure
What is Green Infrastructure?
Green Infrastructure is a network of natural and semi-natural features, green spaces, rivers and
lakes that intersperse and connect villages, towns and cities.
Green Infrastructure assets range from country parks, lakes and woodlands to urban
interventions such as green roofs and street trees. They can be specific sites at the local level or
broader environmental features at the landscape scale within and between rural and urban
areas32. By creating a network of multi-functional Green Infrastructure a wide range of
environmental and quality of life benefits for local communities can be delivered.
Natural England’s definition of Green Infrastructure is presented in Box 5.1.
Box 5.1 Natural England - Green Infrastructure Guidance
Natural England’s ‘Green Infrastructure Guidance 33 defines green infrastructure as:
‘Green Infrastructure is a strategically planned and delivered network comprising the broadest
range of high quality green spaces and other environmental features. It should be designed and
managed as a multifunctional resource capable of delivering those ecological services and quality
of life benefits required by the communities it serves and needed to underpin sustainability. Its
design and management should also respect and enhance the character and distinctiveness of an
area with regard to habitats and landscape types.
Green Infrastructure includes established green spaces and new sites and should thread through
and surround the built environment and connect the urban area to its wider rural hinterland.
Consequently it needs to be delivered at all spatial scales from sub-regional to local
neighbourhood levels, accommodating both accessible natural green spaces within local
communities and often much larger sites in the urban fringe and wider countryside.’
Key Green Infrastructure assets in Lanreath Parish are presented below.
Open spaces and sports pitches
The two key open spaces owned by the parish council used by the community are as follows:


Playground/activity area adjacent to what was the village school.



Village Green - formally registered as a village green by Commons Commissioners as
VG632.

Those on private land include the following:


Football pitch.



Community Garden (peppercorn rent, adjacent to what was the village school).



Informally permitted green play area at the northern end of Carlyon Close.

Footpaths and bridleways
A number of public footpaths extend from Lanreath village. This includes one which links the
village with Pelynt, a network of paths and bridleways extending northwest of the village to
Boccadon and Shillamill Lakes, and a number of paths which link the village with Bury Down to the
north east.
Local lane network:
Local lanes, which typically have light traffic, are key local assets for pedestrians, cyclists and
horseriders.

32
33

Landscape Institute (2013) Green Infrastructure: An Integrated Approach to Land Use
Natural England (2009) Green Infrastructure Guidance.
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Other
The north eastern edge of the parish is covered by Herodsfoot Woods, which is owned by the
Forestry Commission and has a number of paths which are accessible to the public.

5.3 Key issues and opportunities
Key issues and opportunities in Lanreath Parish relating to this theme include as follows:







AECOM

Lanreath village has a thriving village shop and community hall.
The village also has numerous clubs and societies.
The village has a pre-school playgroup.
The parish has a high quality green infrastructure network, including footpaths and
bridleways, the village green, sports pitches, play areas, community garden and permitted
public access/trails at Forestry Commission woodland at Deerpark Woods.
Residents however have to travel out of the parish for many key services and amenities,
including health services and primary and secondary schooling.
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6

Accessibility and Transport

6.1 Policy overview
National Planning Policy Framework
Key messages from the NPPF include –






actively manage patterns of growth to make the fullest possible use of public transport,
walking and cycling, and focus significant development in locations which are or can be
made sustainable;
The transport system needs to be balanced in favour of sustainable transport modes,
giving people a real choice about how they travel. However, the Government recognises
that different policies and measures will be required in different communities and
opportunities to maximise sustainable transport solutions will vary from urban to rural
areas;
Plans should protect and exploit opportunities for the use of sustainable transport modes
for the movement of goods or people. Therefore, developments should be located and
designed where practical to:
o accommodate the efficient delivery of goods and supplies;
o give priority to pedestrian and cycle movements, and have access to high quality
public transport facilities;
o create safe and secure layouts which minimise conflicts between traffic and
cyclists or pedestrians, avoiding street clutter and where appropriate establishing
home zones;
o incorporate facilities for charging plug-in and other ultra-low emission vehicles;
and
o consider the needs of people with disabilities by all modes of transport.

Cornwall Local Plan
Key messages from the Cornwall Local Plan to ensure a resilient and reliable transport system for
people, goods and services development proposals include:








Locating development and/or incorporate a mix of uses so that the need to travel will be
minimised and the use of sustainable transport modes can be maximised by prioritising
safe access by walking, cycling and public transport and providing new facilities and
services to minimise car travel;
Providing convenient accessible and appropriate cycle and pedestrian routes, public
transport and road routes within and in the immediate vicinity of the development; as well
as the inclusion of electric vehicle charging infrastructure and real time passenger
information/journey;
Use of effective travel plans to mitigate the impact of development;
Avoid significant adverse impacts on the local or strategic road network which cannot be
managed or mitigated; and
Safeguard strategic transport opportunities including land around existing facilities to
allow for expansion and use for future sustainable modes of travel.

Cornwall Local Transport Plan
The current Local Transport Plan for Cornwall, Connecting Cornwall: 203034, was adopted in April
2011. The Local Transport Plan covers the period up to 2030 and is supported by a series of
Implementation Plans.

34

Cornwall Council (2011) Connecting Cornwall: 2030 Strategy http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/connectingcornwall
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The Local Transport Plan is the key strategic policy tool through which Cornwall Council exercises
its responsibilities for planning, management and development of transport in Cornwall, for both
the movement of people and goods.
The objectives of the Local Transport Plan are as follows:
Tackling climate change




Reduce reliance on fossil fuels and support the introduction of low carbon technologies.
Support communities to live locally and reduce the need to travel.
Adapt and improve the transport network to ensure resilience to climate change.

Supporting economic prosperity




Improve connectivity of Cornwall to the rest of the world.
Ensure a resilient and reliable transport system for people, goods and services.
Support the vitality and integrity of our town centres and rural communities.

Respecting and enhancing the environment




Make the most of opportunities to protect and enhance the environment.
Minimise the use of natural resources and minimise waste.
Provide sustainable access to Cornwall's environment.

Encouraging healthy active lifestyles



Improve the health of our communities through provision for active travel.
Increase awareness and an understanding of the health benefits of walking and cycling.

Supporting community safety and individual wellbeing




Improve road safety.
Increase public confidence in a safer transport network.
Reduce noise and air quality impacts.

Supporting equality of opportunity




Improve access to employment, education, healthcare and leisure.
Improve access to public transport.
Encourage community participation in shaping and delivering transport services.

6.2 Baseline
Road network
The main route in the parish is the B3359. This links Lanreath with:



The A390 in the north (linking with Lostwithiel, St Austell and Truro to the west and the
A38, Liskeard and Plymouth to the east); and
Pelynt and the A387 in the south (linking with Looe and St Germans in the east and Polruan
and the Bodinnick-Fowey ferry link in the west.

There is also a network of small country lanes extending across the parish.
Public transport
Bus services are extremely limited in the parish. Service 482 links Lanreath with Polruan, Polperro,
Pelynt, Lerryn, Lostwithiel and Bodmin; however this only runs once a week each way on a
Wednesday. The Lanreath and Pelynt Community Bus Association also runs community transport
services.
Rail
The nearest railway station to the parish is at Lostwithiel, which is located approximately 11 km
west of Lanreath village. Liskeard railway station, 13.5km from Lanreath is also used by the
parish’s residents. The two railway stations are well connected to regional and national services.
In this context direct services from Lostwithiel and Liskeard include to Penzance, Truro, St Austell,
Plymouth, Exeter, Bristol, Birmingham and the north and London.
The Liskeard to Looe branch line is also located to the east of the parish, with Causeland rail
station located 12.5km from Lanreath. Given the distance and time to reach stations on this
AECOM
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branch line, and the limited destinations served, the service is rarely utilised by those living in the
parish.
Parking
There is various on and off-road parking in the village, including a permitted car park at the
shop/post office.
Cycle network
Lanreath Parish has no current connections to the National Cycle Network.
Availability of cars and vans
Figure 6.1 highlights the availability of cars and vans in Lanreath Parish. In the parish the
percentage of households with no access to a car / van (6.0%) is significantly lower than in the rest
of Cornwall (17.3%), the South West (18.9%) and nationally (25.8%). The proportion of the
population with two or more cars / vans is 55.0%, which is significantly higher than county (38.0%),
regional (37.6%) and England (32.0%) averages. This reflects the parish’s rural nature and poor
access to public transport networks.35
Since the 2001 census36, the percentage of households with no access to a car/van has increased
from 5.7% to 6%, which diverges from county, regional and national trends. However, the total
number of cars and vans in Lanreath increased from 333 to 369 (an increase of 10.8%) in 2011
compared to 2001.
50%
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15%

England

10%
5%
0%
No cars/vans 1 car/van in 2 cars/vans in 3 cars/vans in 4 or more
household
household
household cars/vans in
household
Figure 6.1: Car and van ownership

Figure 6.2 shows the method of travel to work for residents in Lanreath Parish, compared with
county, regional and England levels 37. As highlighted by the figure, most people in Lanreath travel
to work by car (47%). This proportion is higher than Cornwall, and regional and national averages.
A significantly higher proportion of people work mainly from home than Cornwall, regional and
national averages, with residents travelling less by bus, bicycle and foot.

35

ONS (2013) Census 2011, Car or Van Availability (QS416EW)
ONS (2007) Census 2001, Cars or Vans, 2001 (UV62)
37
ONS (2013) Census 2011, Method of Travel to Work (QS701EW)
36
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Other method of travel to work
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Figure 6.2 Method of Travel to Work
Since the 2001 census38, the percentage of the residents of the parish working mainly at home
has fallen from 22.2% to 10.3%, while the number driving has increased (37.9% to 47%). These
trends are reflected in Cornwall and regionally and nationally.

6.3 Key issues and opportunities
Key issues and opportunities in Lanreath Parish relating to this theme include as follows:





38

Accessibility to services and facilities is a key issue in the parish.
Public transport links are poor in the parish, with a high car dependency and reliance on
community transport.
Car ownership is much higher than Cornwall averages. This reflects the parish’s rural
nature and poor access to public transport networks.
Whilst there was a fall in people working from home between 2001 and 2011, it is likely
that there have been recent increases in homeworking since due to increasing trends of
flexible working and improved broadband connections.

ONS (2004) Census 2001, Method of Travel to Work - Resident Population (UV39)
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7

Environment

7.1 Policy overview
National Planning Policy Framework
Key messages from the NPPF include















Heritage assets should be recognised as an ‘irreplaceable resource’ that should be
conserved in a ‘manner appropriate to their significance’, taking account of ‘the wider
social, cultural, economic and environmental benefits’ of conservation, whilst also
recognising the positive contribution new development can make to local character and
distinctiveness.
Proposals should set out a ‘positive strategy’ for the ‘conservation and enjoyment of the
historic environment’, including those heritage assets that are most at risk.
Protect and enhance valued landscapes, giving particular weight to those identified as
being of national importance.
Consider the effects of climate change in the long term, including in terms of landscape.
Adopt ‘proactive strategies’ to adaptation and manage risks through adaptation measures
including well planned green infrastructure.
Contribute to the Government’s commitment to halt the overall decline in biodiversity by
minimising impacts and achieving net gains in biodiversity wherever possible.
Promote the ‘preservation, restoration and recreation of priority habitats, ecological
networks’ and the ‘protection and recovery of priority species’. Plan for biodiversity at a
landscape-scale across local authority boundaries.
Set criteria based policies for the protection of internationally, nationally and locally
designated sites, giving weight to their importance not just individually but as a part of a
wider ecological network.
Take account of the effects of climate change in the long term. Adopt proactive
strategies to adapt and manage risks through measures including green infrastructure (i.e.
‘a network of multi-functional green space, urban and rural, which is capable of delivering a
wide range of environmental and quality of life benefits for local communities’).
Plan positively for ‘green infrastructure’ as part of planning for ‘ecological networks’.
High quality open spaces should be protected or their loss mitigated, unless a lack of
need is established

Cornwall Local Plan
Key messages from the Cornwall Local Plan include
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New proposals will be required to be of an appropriate scale, mass and design which
recognises and respects the distinctive and diverse landscape character of Cornwall.
New development should have regard for the sensitivity and capacity of landscape assets.
New development must sustain and enhance the historic environment and not detract
from the significance of heritage assets or their settings, including non-designated
assets.
Protect, conserve and enhance the historic environment of designated and undesignated
heritage assets and their settings, including historic landscapes, settlements,
conservation areas, marine environments, archaeological sites, parks and gardens and
historic buildings.
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Other plans and studies
Cornwall Biodiversity Action Plan
The Cornwall Biodiversity Action Plan39 is presented in 4 volumes:





Cornwall’s Biodiversity Volume 1: Audits and Priorities
Cornwall’s Biodiversity Volume 2: Action Plans
Cornwall’s Biodiversity Volume 3: Action Plans 2004
Cornwall’s Biodiversity Volume 4: Priority Projects 2010-2015.

In 1996 the Cornwall Biodiversity Initiative (CBI) produced Cornwall’s Biodiversity Volume 1: Audits
and Priorities. Following on from the recommendations in this document, Action Plans were
produced for the Cornish priority habitats and species and published in Cornwall’s Biodiversity
Volume 2: Action Plans.
A further volume, Cornwall's Biodiversity Volume 3: Action Plans 2004, was produced in line with
the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) process. This highlights the UK BAP priority habitats and
species that occur in Cornwall and comprises 25 habitat and 127 Species Action Plans, each
written by local experts. In this context Cornwall’s Biodiversity Volume 3: Action Plans 2004
guides local conservation work to contribute to UK BAP targets and to ensure that Cornwall’s
wildlife continues to be an inspiration for future generations.
These action plans have not been replaced and the targets and actions are still useful tools for
developing the priority project areas which have been identified in Volume 4.
A Geodiversity Action Plan is currently being prepared for Cornwall.

7.2 Baseline
Historic environment
Lanreath Parish has a rich historic environment. Numerous features and areas of historic
environment interest in the parish are recognised through historic environment designations.
These include statutory listed buildings and scheduled monuments, which are nationally
designated, and conservation areas, which are designated at the local level. Historic England is
the statutory consultee for certain categories of listed building consent and all applications for
scheduled monument consent. The historic environment is protected through the planning
system, via conditions imposed on developers and other mechanisms.
Lanreath Conservation Area
There is one conservation area located within the parish, the Lanreath Conservation Area. This
covers the village centre, extending south east from the village centre to incorporate St
Marnarch’s Church and Court Barton Farm. A Conservation Area Appraisal or Management Plan
has not been prepared to date for the conservation area.
Listed Buildings
Lanreath Parish contains eleven listed buildings. These are as follows:












39

Church of St Manark and St Dustan (otherwise known as St Marnarch Church, Grade I
listed)
Court Barton Farmhouse (Grade II* listed)
Pelyne Farmhouse and Outbuilding adjoining on south (Grade II listed)
Botelet Cottage (Grade II listed)
Guidestone immediately south of Trebant Water (Grade II listed)
Trebant Bridge 550 Metres to west south west of Willacombe Farm (Grade II listed)
3, Lanreath (Grade II listed)
Rabbit Warren Walls to south of Court Barton (Grade II listed)
Guide Post 250 Metres north of Trevalfry Farm (Grade II listed)
Milestone 100 Metres to West of Trefawl Farmhouse (Grade II listed)
Milestone on Western Side of Lower Trevollard Crossroads (Grade II listed)

Cornwall Wildlife Trust (1996 –2009) Cornwall’s Biodiversity Plan Volumes 1-4
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Scheduled Monuments
Scheduled monuments are sites of national importance and protected by the Ancient Monuments
and Archaeological Areas Act 1979. According to the National Heritage List for England 40.
There are two scheduled monuments in the Neighbourhood Area, comprising the Linear Boundary
known as Giant’s Hedge, and the small multivallate hillfort on Bury Down, 530m north east of South
Park.
The Giant’s Hedge linear boundary crosses the parish in an east-west direction to the north of
Lanreath village (see Figures 7.1 and 7.2). According to the heritage listing for the site, the
monument, which falls into seven areas, includes parts of a linear boundary extending between
the settlements of Looe to the south east and Lerryn to the west. The linear boundary originally
would have measured approximately 15km in length, of which 3km does not survive and 2.8km is
protected in differing-sized sections. The survival of the linear boundary is variable, being visible
as a ditch cut into the hillside with a bank to the south; as a scarp where the ditch has been silted
and the bank rather flattened; or as a bank with a backfilled ditch. At its best preserved, the bank
is approximately 3.5m wide and up to 2m high whilst the ditch measures 3m wide and up to 0.8m
deep. The whole follows a sinuous course hugging, wherever possible, the position just below the
crest of the hillside. It passes through four different parishes and appears to have been
constructed to defend the area between the Rivers Looe and Fowey. 41
The second scheduled monument in the parish comprises a small multivallate hillfort, situated
close to the summit of a prominent ridge called Bury Down, which forms the watershed between
the River Fowey and the West Looe River. The hillfort survives as an oval enclosure defined by
two widely spaced largely concentric ramparts with outer ditches. The outer rampart measures
up to 1m high, and the shallow outer ditch is preserved as a largely buried feature. The inner
rampart measures up to 2m high and ditch is up to 2m deep. There is a wide entrance to the west
and a narrow entrance to the east. The outer rampart and ditch are crossed by field boundaries to
the east and south; these are excluded from the scheduling but the ground beneath is included. 42
Registered Parks and Gardens and Historic Battlefields
There are no registered parks and gardens or historic battlefields located in the parish.
Features on the Heritage at Risk Register
Since 2008, Historic England has released an annual Heritage at Risk Register. The Heritage at
Risk Register highlights the Grade I and Grade II* listed buildings, and scheduled monuments,
conservation areas, wreck sites and registered parks and gardens in England deemed to be ‘at
risk’. It is understood that a survey of Grade II listed buildings and the conservation area has not
yet been carried out in the parish.
The 2015 Heritage at Risk Register43 highlights that the Giant’s Hedge Scheduled Monument has
been deemed to be at risk due to significant localised problems associated with a decline in the
built fabric of the feature.
Archaeology
Undesignated actual or potential archaeological finds in the area are also of significance. In this
context Lanreath has a rich archaeological resource and potential.
The Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Historic Environment Record (HER) includes records of
archaeological sites, historic buildings, historic landscapes and related information. 135 records
for Lanreath Parish are listed on the HER record, ranging from prehistoric enclosures, medieval
corn mills, 20th century finger posts, Neolithic causeways, Bronze Age barrows, Romano-British
enclosures and numerous other features.44

40

Historic England National Heritage List for England https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/ [accessed 19/02/16] Historic
England Heritage List entry https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1006681 [accessed 19/02/16] Historic England
42
Heritage List entry https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1006635 [accessed 19/02/16] Heritage at Risk Register
43
(2015), https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/heritage-at-risk/search-registerx [accessed 19/02/16]
44
Heritage Gateway: http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/gateway/ [accessed 19/02/16]
41
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Landscape character
The Cornwall Landscape Character Assessment undertaken in 2007 45 has characterized
Cornwall’s landscape into 35 Landscape Character Area. Lanreath Parish is within the South East
Cornwall Plateau Landscape Character Area.
A summary of this Character Area is presented in Box 7.1.
Box 7.1 South East Cornwall Plateau Landscape Character Area 46
This area forms an extensive sloping plateau intersected by river valleys. Inland it is an agricultural
working open pastoral landscape with some arable areas becoming more small scale in landscape
character towards the east. Tree cover is generally sparse, mainly associated with Cornish hedges
and around farms and buildings. Along the coast the dramatic coastline features cliffs in the west
and in the east around Rame Head and between these are the sandy beaches of Whitsand Bay. The
area inland is generally sparsely populated with dispersed settlement and isolated farms. Liskeard
is the major settlement lying to the north of the area. Elsewhere small villages are a feature
particularly on the higher ground, and along the coast there are significant coastal settlements at
Polperro and Downderry and the twin villages of Kingsand and Cawsand. Much of the south coast
is associated with fortifications which are still evident today.
The eastern third of Lanreath Parish is within the Looe and Seaton Valley Area of Great Landscape
Value.
Biodiversity
No internationally or nationally designated nature conservation sites are present in Lanreath
Parish, including Special Areas of Conservation, Special Protection Areas, Ramsar Sites, Sites of
Special Scientific Interest or National Nature Reserves. There are also no Local Nature Reserves
present in the parish.
The Cornwall Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) identifies a number of ‘priority habitats’ that are
characteristic of Cornwall and for which Cornwall makes a significant contribution to the UK aims
of the Biodiversity Action Plan.
Key areas of BAP Priority Habitat in the parish include the following:








Significant area of Deciduous Woodland BAP Priority Habitat located on the north eastern
edge of the parish at Glasshouse/Hartswell Wood and Bephillick Wood.
Significant area of Deciduous Woodland BAP Priority Habitat located on the south eastern
boundary of the parish at East Court Wood and Court Wood.
Areas of Deciduous Woodland BAP Priority Habitat located at the eastern edge of the
parish at Rumsdale Wood and Abraham’s Down Wood.
Smaller areas of Deciduous Woodland BAP Priority Habitat present along the valley of
Trebant Water on the western edge of the Parish.
Areas of Good Quality Semi-Improved Grassland located north west of Bury Down.
Areas of Traditional Orchard BAP Priority Habitat at Court Barton Farm, Treire Farm,
Woodsaws and Tregrove.
An area of Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture BAP Priority Habitat at Teacoombe.

In addition to BAP Priority Habitat, there are a number of large areas of ancient woodland in the
Parish. These include:




An extensive area of ancient woodland at Glasshouse/Hartswell Wood and Bephillick
Wood;
Two areas of ancient woodland at East Court Wood and Court Wood; and
Two areas of ancient woodland on the eastern edge of the parish at Rumsdale Wood and
Abraham’s Down Wood.

45

Cornwall County Council (2007) Cornwall Landscape Character Assessment https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment-andplanning/cornwalls-landscape/landscape-character-assessment/
46
http://map.cornwall.gov.uk/reports_landscape_chr/areaCA22.pdf
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Agricultural land quality
The Agricultural Land Classification classifies land into six grades (plus ‘non-agricultural’ and
‘urban’), where Grades 1 to 3a are the ‘best and most versatile’ land and Grades 3b to 5 are of
poorer quality.
In terms of the location of the best and most versatile agricultural land, detailed classification has
not been carried out in most of the parish. However land which was classified as Grade 2
agricultural land during the initial classification undertaken prior to 1988 covers many central
parts of the parish, with Grade 3 and 4 land covering the land on the edge of the parish.
More recent detailed agricultural land classification has however been undertaken immediately to
the north of Lanreath village, which has established that land in this location can be classified as
Grade 3a agricultural land (i.e. the best and most versatile).

7.3 Key issues and opportunities
Key issues and opportunities in Lanreath Parish relating to this theme include as follows:
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Numerous features and areas of historic environment interest are present in the parish,
including the Lanreath Conservation Area, listed buildings and scheduled monuments.
The parish also has a rich archaeological heritage.
The Giant’s Hedge Linear Boundary Scheduled Monument is listed on Historic England’s At
Risk Register.
Whilst no internationally or nationally designated nature conservation sites are present in
Lanreath Parish, there are a number of areas of BAP Priority Habitat located in the parish.
Protected species are also likely to be present at many locations in the parish.
A large proportion of the parish’s agricultural land is likely to land classified as the best
and most versatile agricultural land.
No significant flood risk issues are present in the parish.
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8

Summary of Key Issues and
Opportunities

8.1 Key issues and opportunities
This Evidence Base Report has identified a range of key issues and opportunities for Lanreath
Parish. Table 8.1 presents a summary of these key issues and opportunities by Neighbourhood
Plan theme.
Table 8.1 Key issues and opportunities for Lanreath Parish
Neighbourhood
Plan theme

Key issues and opportunities identified

Population








Housing






Economy
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Population growth in the parish has been significantly below Cornwall, regional
and national averages.
The population of the parish is ageing, with a significantly higher increase in the
proportion of the population within the 60+ age range between 2001-2011 than
Cornwall, regional and national comparators. The proportion of the population
aged from 16-59 has also fallen.
There has however been an increase in the proportion of the population who are
under 16.
The above population trends have the potential to lead to implications for the
provision of services, facilities and amenities in the area.
The population of Lanreath is generally less qualified than Cornwall, South West
and England averages. The proportion of people with degree level or above
qualifications has however seen significant increases since 2001.
Home ownership increased in Lanreath between 2001-2011, bucking overall
trends in Cornwall, the South West and England.
The proportion of second homes in Lanreath is lower than Cornwall and
Community Network Area averages.
The proportion of the social rented housing stock in the Parish increased
slightly between 2001 and 2011.
An ageing population in the Parish will require appropriate housing provision
which is suitable for older people.
Agriculture continues to be an important economic activity in the parish.
Despite recent declines in employment in agricultural activities, the sector
continues to support a significant number of jobs in the parish.
Tourism is an important economic activity in the parish, with the potential for
further growth and diversification.
Youth unemployment fell in the parish from 2001-11. However, in the same
period, there was an increase in the proportion of over the 50s age group
unemployed.
There were increases in the proportion of those employed engaged in
construction, hotels and catering and education between 2001-2011
A significantly higher proportion of the workforce is self-employed in Lanreath
than in Cornwall. However, in contrast to Cornwall trends, this proportion
decreased from 2001 to 2011.
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Neighbourhood
Plan theme
Community
Facilities and Green
Infrastructure

Key issues and opportunities identified






Accessibility and
Transport






Environment
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Lanreath village has a thriving village shop and community hall.
The village also has numerous clubs and societies.
The village has a pre-school playgroup.
The parish has a high quality green infrastructure network, including footpaths
and bridleways, the village green, sports pitches, play areas, community garden
and permitted public access/trails at Forestry Commission woodland at
Deerpark Woods.
Residents however have to travel out of the parish for many key services and
amenities, including health services and primary and secondary schooling.
Accessibility to services and facilities is a key issue in the parish.
Public transport links are poor in the parish, with a high car dependency and
reliance on community transport.
Car ownership is much higher than Cornwall averages. This reflects the parish’s
rural nature and poor access to public transport networks.
Whilst there was a fall in people working from home between 2001 and 2011, it
is likely that there have been recent increases in homeworking since due to
increasing trends of flexible working and improved broadband connections.
Numerous features and areas of historic environment interest are present in the
parish, including the Lanreath Conservation Area, listed buildings and scheduled
monuments.
The parish also has a rich archaeological heritage.
The Giant’s Hedge Linear Boundary Scheduled Monument is listed on Historic
England’s At Risk Register.
Whilst no internationally or nationally designated nature conservation sites are
present in Lanreath Parish, there are a number of areas of BAP Priority Habitat
located in the parish. Protected species are also likely to be present at many
locations in the parish.
A large proportion of the parish’s agricultural land is likely to land classified as
the best and most versatile agricultural land.
No significant flood risk issues are present in the parish.
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