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Introduction 

Appendices 3-12 present the appraisal summaries for each site allocation policy.  These are presented for each of the 

ten settlements through a series of SA Tables which appraise the sustainability performance of the policies against the 

19 SA objectives.  Appraisal results are presented in a matrix format with scores and accompanying narrative text to 

interpret the sustainability performance of each policy.   

Appendices 3, 7 and 12 (relating to Bodmin, Helston and St Austell respectively) also contain SA Tables which present 

the appraisal findings relating to each town’s Vision and Objectives.  The Vision and Objective SA Tables have not 

been presented for all ten towns in these appendices: for the majority of towns these were previously appraised 

during the development of options for the DPD (see Section 9 of this SA Report).  

This Appendix, which is presented in three sections, sets out how the scores within these SA tables have been arrived 

at.    

 Section 1 of this appendix presents the scoring criteria for the SA of the Vision and Objectives for the towns of 

Bodmin, Helston and St Austell. 

 Section 2 of this appendix presents Step 1 of the approach for the scoring of the town sites.  This presents the 

criteria considered for each SA objective according to the type of land use proposed for each site allocation. 

 Section 3 of this appendix sets out Step 2 of the approach for the scoring of the town sites.  This discusses how 

the criteria scores have been combined to produce a summary score for each site. 

The approach presented in Sections 2 and 3 reflects a two-step process. 

 Firstly sites have been assessed against each SA objective, by means of consideration of a number of criteria 

relevant to the SA objective and the future proposed development type (e.g. housing, employment, education, 

retail or open space). This is shown in the column on the SA Tables titled ‘Impacts of Proposal’. 

 Secondly, these criteria are scored and then, from these, a summary score is developed for each SA objective. 

This is shown in the column on the SA Tables titled ‘Score’. 
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The likely effects of the policies are presented in the SA Tables through the scorings set out below.  These scorings 

are accompanied by a narrative of potential effects. 

-- Likely major negative effect in relation to the SA Objective 

- Likely negative effect in relation to the SA Objective 

+/- Uncertain or mixed effects 

+ Likely positive effect in relation to the SA Objective 

++ Likely strong positive effect in relation to the SA Objective 

? Impacts unknown 

0 Neutral effect 

Section 1. Vision and Objective Scoring 

The scoring methodology for the SA of the Local Vision & Objectives is consistent with the methodology of the SA of 

the LP:SP. A large number of +/- scores are within this table.  As such the narrative of effects accompanying the 

scores should provide an important perspective to the scorings. 

Section 2. Site SAs - Criteria and Scoring for each SA Objective 

Each site has been appraised against a series of criteria in order to help assess the effect that proposed development 

would have in either supporting or undermining each of the SA objectives. The appraisal criteria are presented below, 

as follows: 

Table 1- Appraisal Criteria for Housing and/or Mixed Use Site Allocations 

Table 2- Appraisal Assessment Criteria for Employment Site Allocations 

Table 3- Appraisal Criteria for Educational Site Allocations 

Table 4- Appraisal Criteria for Retail Site Allocations 
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Table 1: SA Scoring Criteria for Housing & Mixed Use Sites 

 

Housing / Mixed Use Sites 
Criteria Scores 

--  -  +/-  +  ++  

1: Climate Factors Aspect/ gradient does 
not allow any solar 
gain. 

 

Aspect/ gradient does 
not allow maximised 
solar gain and 
renewable 
technologies. 

Dual aspect/ varying 
gradient allows some 
degree of solar gain 
and renewable 
technologies. 

Aspect/ gradient allows 
maximised solar gain 
and renewable 
technologies. 

 

Site location very 
inaccessible and 
unfavourable for use of 
more sustainable forms 
of transport. 

Site location less 
accessible and less 
favourable for use of 
more sustainable forms 
of transport, thereby 
not minimising any 
increase in greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

Site location allows 
limited use of 
sustainable modes of 
transport thereby 
having some more 
limited effect in 
minimising any 
increase in greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

Site location more 
accessible and more 
favourable for use of 
more sustainable forms 
of transport, thereby 
minimising any 
increase in greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

 

2: Waste All sites scored “+/-” at this stage – as site location unlikely to have any positive or negative impact on the overall amount of 
waste produced, collected and / or land filled 

3: Minerals and 
Geodiversity 

Whole site within a 
Minerals Safeguarding 
Area (more important). 

Part of the site within a 
Minerals Safeguarding 
Area. 

  Whole site outside a 
Minerals Safeguarding 
Area. 

Site covered by a 
County Geology Site 
(less important) 

Part of site covered by 
a CGS or is adjacent to 
a CGS 

 Not in proximity to a 
CGS 

 

4: Soil Site contains some 
Grade 1 and/ or whole 
site includes Grade 2 
or 3a Agricultural land. 

Site contains some 
Grade 2 or 3a 
Agricultural land. 

Site contains Grade 
3b, 4 or 5 Agricultural 
land. 

Classed as urban or 
Previously Developed 
Land. 

 

5: Air 
Neutral statement 

All development will have an 
impact on air pollution the extent 
of which can be minimised 
through careful design and 
construction. 

 Site location falls within 
a proposed or existing 
Air Quality 
Management Area 
(AQMA) 

Site location is not 
within but adjoins a 
proposed or existing 
AQMA 

Site location does not 
fall within a proposed 
or existing AQMA 
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Housing / Mixed Use Sites 
Criteria Scores 

--  -  +/-  +  ++  

6: Water 

Neutral statement 

All development will increase the 
overall demand for water. 

 

 

Flood Risk assessment 
demonstrates the 
proposed use, of the 
majority of the site, is 
not compatible with the 
Flood Zone status. 

 

 

Flood Risk assessment 
demonstrates that an 
Exception Test is 
required to ascertain 
whether the proposed 
use, for the majority of 
the site, is compatible 
with the Flood Zone 
status. 

 Flood Risk assessment 
demonstrates the 
proposed use is 
compatible with the 
Flood Zone status of 
the majority of the site. 

Flood Risk assessment 
demonstrates the 
proposed use is 
compatible with the 
Flood Zone status of 
the entire site. 

 

Site is entirely, or the 
majority is covered by 
a Critical Drainage 
Area. 

Site partially covered 
by a Critical Drainage 
Area. 

Site not within but 
adjacent to a Critical 
Drainage Area. 

 Site entirely outside 
and not adjacent to a 
Critical Drainage Area. 

7: Biodiversity 

 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess whether any proposal 
could have a positive impact on 
biodiversity.  

Site entirely or partially 
covered by an SAC, 
SSSI, or other 
designated site of 
international, national 
or regional 
significance. 

Site adjacent to or in 
proximity to an SAC, 
SSSI, or other 
designated site of 
international, national 
or regional 
significance.  

 Site not covered by, 
adjacent to or in 
proximity to an SAC, 
SSSI,or other 
designated site of 
international, national 
or regional 
significance. 

 

Outcome of HRA 
implies significant harm 
to site biodiversity 
which is unable to be 
mitigated if 
development includes 
housing. 

    

Entirely or partially 
covered by a CWS. 

Site adjacent to or in 
proximity to a CWS. 

 Site not covered by, 
adjacent or in proximity 
to a CWS. 

 

Site entirely or partially 
covered by a BAP 
habitat. 

Site adjacent to or in 
proximity to a BAP 
habitat. 

 Site not covered by, 
adjacent to or in 
proximity to a BAP 
habitat. 

 

Site contains Ancient 
Woodland. 

Site adjacent to 
Ancient Woodland. 
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Housing / Mixed Use Sites 
Criteria Scores 

--  -  +/-  +  ++  

8: Landscape 

 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess whether any proposal 
could have a positive impact on 
green infrastructure.  

 

Seascape – only applies to 
those areas in proximity to the 
coast 

Entirely or partially 
within a designated 
AONB or AGLV. 

 

Adjacent or in close 
proximity to a 
designated AONB or 
AGLV. 

 Not within or in 
proximity to a 
designated AONB or 
AGLV. 

 

Assessment shows 
HIGH landscape 
character impact. 

 Assessment shows 
MODERATE 
landscape character 
impact. 

Assessment shows 
LOW landscape 
character impact. 

 

 

High impact on 
seascape (can be seen 
from offshore and from 
headlands). 

  Low impact on 
seascape (cannot be 
seen from offshore and 
from headlands). 

 

9: Maritime 

 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess what specific impact 
development of this site could 
have. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process. 

only applies to those areas in 
proximity to the coast 

  Adjoins the coast.   

10: Historic Environment 

 

All development is likely to have 
some effect on the historic 
environment 

 

If the site has been subject to a 
Historic Environment 
Assessment then this criteria 
alone should be considered. If 
there has not been an HEA then 
the additional criteria should be 

Outcome of Historic 
Environment 
Assessment implies a 
serious impact and 
substantial harm to the 
historic environment 
which is unable to be 
mitigated. 

Outcome of Historic 
Environment 
Assessment implies a 
potential for substantial 
harm to the historic 
environment, however 
this could be avoided 
or mitigated. 

 Outcome of Historic 
Environment 
Assessment implies no 
harm to heritage 
assets 

Outcome of Historic 
Environment 
Assessment shows 
potential to enhance 
the significance of 
heritage assets 

Development likely to 
have a very negative 
impact on historic 
character (including the 
WHS) 

Development likely to 
have a negative impact 
on historic character 
(including the WHS) 

 Development likely to 
have a positive impact 
on historic character 
(including the WHS) 
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Housing / Mixed Use Sites 
Criteria Scores 

--  -  +/-  +  ++  

used 

HEA scoring colour coding  has 
been modified to fit the SA 
scoring criteria 

Site contains a 
Scheduled Monument. 

Site adjacent to a 
Scheduled Monument 
and/or site contains 
features on the SMR. 

  No features on the 
SMR. 

 Development of the 
site would adversely 
affect a Grade I or II* 
Listed Building. 

   

 Site classed as Ancient 
Enclosed Land, Post 
Medieval Enclosed 
Land. 

   

11: Design  Topography likely to 
impede sustainable 
design. 

 Topography unlikely to 
impede sustainable 
design. 

 

 Development of the 
site could cause 
coalescence of 
settlements and 
adversely affect local 
distinctiveness. 

   

12: Social Inclusion 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess what specific impact 
development of this site could 
have. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process. 

 Site is not in proximity 
to the town centre and 
other facilities such as 
schools and health. 

Site is in proximity to 
either the town centre 
or other facilities such 
as schools and health. 

Site is in proximity to 
the town centre and 
other facilities such as 
schools and health. 

 

   The site is of a scale to 
enable the 
development of a new 
neighbourhood which 
would improve access 
to and provision of 
additional services and 
facilities or is proposed 
to be allocated for such 
uses or a mix of uses 
including additional 
services and facilities. 
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Housing / Mixed Use Sites 
Criteria Scores 

--  -  +/-  +  ++  

13: Crime & Anti-Social 
Behaviour 

All sites scored “?” at this stage as it is difficult to establish what impacts development in this area will have on crime and anti-
social behaviour. 

14: Housing  The site is not of a 
scale to provide an 
appropriate mix of 
housing type and 
tenure. (not relevant for 
student 
accommodation sites) 

 The site is of a scale to 
provide for an 
appropriate mix of 
housing type and 
tenure. (not relevant for 
student 
accommodation sites) 

 

 There are 
topographical 
constraints, which will 
negatively affect the 
opportunity for the 
development of an 
optimum quantity and 
mix of development 
including a higher % of 
affordable housing.  

 There are no 
significant 
topographical 
constraints, maximising 
opportunity for the 
development of an 
optimum quantity and 
mix of development 
including a higher % of 
affordable housing.  

 

15: Health, Sport and 
Recreation 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess what specific impact 
development of this site could 
have on access to open space 
and sports facilities. This will be 
further assessed through any 
planning application process. 

  

Assumption – the criteria “e) will 
it lead to unacceptable noise 
levels?” has been considered as 
the noise that would be 
generated by the development – 
and therefore not scored as not 
relevant to housing proposals 

 The site is not in 
proximity (800m) to 
existing health 
facilities. 

 

 

The site is in proximity 
(800m) to existing 
health facilities. 

 

 

 The site does not have 
good access to the 
coast, open 
countryside, public 
footpath network and 
cycle network which 
will promote health, 
sport and recreation 
benefits. 

The site has 
reasonable access (not 
as favourable as other 
sites) to the coast, 
open countryside, 
public footpath network 
and cycle network 
which will promote 
health, sport and 
recreation benefits. 

The site has good 
access to the coast, 
open countryside, 
public footpath network 
and cycle network 
which will promote 
health, sport and 
recreation benefits. 

 

 

 The site includes 
existing formal and 
informal sports 
facilities. 

 

The site includes 
existing sports facilities 
but redevelopment is 
likely to include 
replacement provision. 

The site does not 
include existing formal 
and informal sports 
facilities. 
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Housing / Mixed Use Sites 
Criteria Scores 

--  -  +/-  +  ++  

 The site is not in 
proximity to an existing 
playing field/ open 
space or sports facility. 

 The site is in close 
proximity to an existing 
playing field/ open 
space or sports facility. 

 

 The site is not of a 
scale to enable the 
development of new 
open space/ sports 
facilities. 

 The site is of a scale to 
enable the 
development of new 
open space/ sports 
facilities. 

 

16: Economic 
Development, 
Regeneration and Tourism 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess what specific impact 
development of this site could 
have. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process. 

 The site is not in 
proximity (800m) to 
existing employment 
areas. 

 

 

The site is in proximity 
(800m) to existing 
employment areas. 

 

 The site does not have 
good links to the 
strategic transport 
network in comparison 
to other sites. 

 The site has good links 
to the strategic 
transport network in 
comparison to other 
sites. 

 

 The site is not of a 
scale to enable the 
development of a new 
neighbourhood which 
would improve access 
to and provision of 
additional services and 
facilities as well as 
employment 
opportunities. 

 The site is of a scale to 
enable the 
development of a new 
neighbourhood which 
would improve access 
to and provision of 
additional services and 
facilities as well as 
employment 
opportunities. 

The site is of a scale to 
enable the 
development of new 
employment units as 
part of the 
development. 

 

 Development of the 
site would have an 
adverse effect on 
tourism. 

 

Development of the 
site may have an 
adverse effect on 
tourism although 
effects uncertain at this 
stage. 

Development of the 
site would have a 
positive effect on 
tourism. 

Development of the 
site is intended to 
include a major tourism 
facility/ draw (e.g. a 
new marina). 
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Housing / Mixed Use Sites 
Criteria Scores 

--  -  +/-  +  ++  

17: Education and Skills 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess what specific impact 
development of this site could 
have. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process. 

The site is not in 
proximity over its whole 
area to both primary 
(1200m) and 
secondary (1600m) 
schools. 

The site is not in 
proximity to a primary 
(1200m) but is in 
proximity to a 
secondary (1600m) 
school. 

Part of the site is in 
proximity to a primary 
(1200m) but is not in 
proximity to a 
secondary (1600m) 
school. 

The site is in proximity 
to a primary (1200m) 
but is not in proximity 
to a secondary 
(1600m) school. 

The whole area of the 
site is in proximity to 
both primary (1200m) 
and secondary 
(1600m) schools. 

 The site is not of a 
scale and location to 
improve training and 
educational facilities 
such as a new primary 
school. 

 The site is of a scale 
and location to improve 
training and 
educational facilities, 
such as a new primary 
school. 

 

    The site is specifically 
for student 
accommodation and 
will therefore facilitate  
access to higher 
education 

 

18: Transport and 
Accessibility 

it is acknowledged that 
realistically development 
increases use of motor vehicles 

Site location very 
poorly accessible to 
facilities and very 
unfavourable for use of 
more sustainable forms 
of transport. 

Site location less 
accessible and less 
favourable for use of 
more sustainable forms 
of transport. 

 

Site location accessible 
to facilities but affected 
by topographical 
constraints which may 
discourage walking 
and cycling. 

Site location more 
accessible and more 
favourable for use of 
more sustainable forms 
of transport. 

Site location very 
accessible and very 
favourable for use of 
sustainable forms of 
transport. 

 Site not appropriate or 
of a scale to provide 
linkages where public 
transport could be 
encouraged to operate. 

 Site appropriate or of a 
scale to provide 
linkages where public 
transport could be 
encouraged to operate. 
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Housing / Mixed Use Sites 
Criteria Scores 

--  -  +/-  +  ++  

 Development of the 
site may cause a 
significant increase in 
local traffic movements 
through existing 
residential areas  

and/ or the town centre 
and /or the local 
highway network which 
may cause safety and 
capacity issues. 

   

19: Energy 

 

It is acknowledged that other 
renewable technologies (e.g. 
ground source heat pumps) may 
be suitable on sites less 
favourable to solar PV 

No potential to support 
a District Heating 
scheme. 

Little potential for a 
District Heating 
scheme. 

 Some potential for a 
District Heating 
scheme. 

Highest potential for a 
District Heating 
scheme. 

Aspect very 
unfavourable for solar 
PV. 

Aspect over most of 
the site unfavourable 
for solar PV. 

 Aspect over most of 
the site is favourable 
for solar PV. 

Aspect most 
favourable for solar PV 
over whole site. 
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Table 2: SA Scoring Criteria for Employment Sites 

Employment Site Criteria 
Scores 

-- - +/- + ++ 

1: Climate Factors  Aspect/ gradient does 
not allow maximised 
solar gain and 
renewable 
technologies. 

Dual aspect/ varying 
gradient allows some 
degree of solar gain 
and renewable 
technologies. 

Aspect/ gradient allows 
maximised solar gain 
and renewable 
technologies. 

 

 Site location less 
accessible and less 
favourable for use of 
more sustainable forms 
of transport, thereby 
not minimising any 
increase in greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

Site location allows 
limited use of 
sustainable modes of 
transport thereby 
having some more 
limited effect in 
minimising any 
increase in greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

Site location more 
accessible and more 
favourable for use of 
more sustainable forms 
of transport, thereby 
minimising any 
increase in greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

 

2: Waste All sites scored “+/-” at this stage – as site location unlikely to have any positive or negative impact on the overall amount of 
waste produced, collected and / or land filled 

3: Minerals and 
Geodiversity 

Whole site within a 
Mineral Safeguarding 
Area (more important). 

Part of the site within a 
Mineral Safeguarding 
Area. 

  Whole site outside a 
Mineral Safeguarding 
Area. 

Site covered by a 
County Geology Site 
(less important) 

Part of site covered by 
a CGS or is adjacent to 
a CGS 

 Not in proximity to a 
CGS. 

 

4: Soil Site contains some 
Grade 1 and/ or whole 
site includes Grade 2 
or 3a Agricultural land. 

Site contains some 
Grade 2 or 3a 
Agricultural land. 

Site contains Grade 3b, 
4 or 5 Agricultural land. 

Classed as urban or 
Previously Developed 
Land. 

 

5: Air 

Neutral statement 

All development will have an 
impact on air pollution the 
extent of which can be 
minimised through careful 
design and construction. 

 Site location falls within 
a proposed or existing 
Air Quality 
Management Area 

Site location is not 
within but adjoins a 
proposed or existing 
Air Quality 
Management Area 

Site location does not 
fall within a proposed 
or existing Air Quality 
Management Area 
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Employment Site Criteria 
Scores 

-- - +/- + ++ 

6: Water 

Neutral statement 

All development will increase 
the overall demand for water. 

Flood Risk assessment 
demonstrates the 
proposed use, of the 
majority of the site, is 
not compatible with the 
Flood Zone status. 

 

Flood Risk assessment 
demonstrates that an 
Exception Test is 
required to ascertain 
whether the proposed 
use, for the majority of 
the site, is compatible 
with the Flood Zone 
status. 

 Flood Risk assessment 
demonstrates the 
proposed use is 
compatible with the 
Flood Zone status of 
the majority of the site. 

Flood Risk assessment 
demonstrates the 
proposed use is 
compatible with the 
Flood Zone status of 
the entire site. 

Site is entirely, or the 
majority is covered by 
a Critical Drainage 
Area. 

Site partially covered 
by a Critical Drainage 
Area. 

Site not within but 
adjacent to a Critical 
Drainage Area. 

 Site entirely outside 
and not adjacent to a 
Critical Drainage Area. 

 

7: Biodiversity 

 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess whether the proposal 
could have a positive impact on 
biodiversity. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process. 

Site entirely or partially 
covered by an SAC, 
SSSI, or other 
designated site of 
international, national 
or regional 
significance. 

Site adjacent to or in 
proximity to an SAC, 
SSSI, or other 
designated site of 
international, national 
or regional 
significance.  

 Site not covered by, 
adjacent to or in 
proximity to an SAC, 
SSSI,or other 
designated site of 
international, national 
or regional 
significance. 

 

Outcome of HRA 
implies significant harm 
to site biodiversity. 

 

    

Entirely or partially 
covered by a CWS. 

 

Site adjacent to or in 
proximity to a CWS. 

 

 Site not covered by, 
adjacent or in proximity 
to a CWS. 

 

Site entirely or partially 
covered by a BAP 
habitat. 

 

Site adjacent to or in 
proximity to a BAP 
habitat. 

 

 Site not covered by, 
adjacent to or in 
proximity to a BAP 
habitat. 

 

Site contains Ancient 
Woodland. 

Site adjacent to 
Ancient Woodland.  
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Employment Site Criteria 
Scores 

-- - +/- + ++ 

8: Landscape 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess whether the proposal 
could have a positive impact on 
green infrastructure. This will be 
further assessed through any 
planning application process. 

Seascape – only applies to 
those areas in proximity to the 
coast 

Entirely or partially 
within a designated 
AONB or AGLV. 

Adjacent or in close 
proximity to a 
designated AONB or 
AGLV. 

 Not within or in 
proximity to a 
designated AONB or 
AGLV. 

 

Assessment shows 
HIGH landscape 
character impact. 

 Assessment shows 
MODERATE 
landscape character 
impact. 

Assessment shows 
LOW landscape 
character impact. 

 

High impact on 
seascape (can be seen 
from offshore and from 
headlands). 

  Low impact on 
seascape (cannot be 
seen from offshore and 
from headlands). 

 

9: Maritime 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess what specific impact 
development of this site could 
have. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process. 

only applies to those areas in 
proximity to the coast 

  Adjoins the coast. 

 

 

 

  

10: Historic Environment 

 

All development is likely to have 
some effect on the historic 
environment 

If the site has been subject to a 
Historic Environment 
Assessment then this criteria 
alone should be considered. If 
there has not been an HEA 
then the additional criteria 
should be used 

HEA scoring colour coding  has 
been modified to fit the SA 
scoring criteria 

 

Outcome of Historic 
Environment 
Assessment implies a 
serious impact and 
substantial harm to the 
historic environment 
which is unable to be 
mitigated. 

Outcome of Historic 
Environment 
Assessment implies a 
potential for substantial 
harm to the historic 
environment, however 
this could be avoided 
or mitigated. 

 Outcome of Historic 
Environment 
Assessment implies no 
harm to heritage assets 

Outcome of Historic 
Environment 
Assessment shows 
potential to enhance 
the significance of 
heritage assets 

 

Development likely to 
have a very negative 
impact on historic 
character (including the 
WHS) 

Development likely to 
have a negative impact 
on historic character 
(including the WHS) 

 Development likely to 
have a positive impact 
on historic character 
(including the WHS) 

 

Site contains a 
Scheduled Monument. 

 

Site adjacent to a 
Scheduled Monument 
and/or site contains 
features on the SMR. 

  No features on the 
SMR. 
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Employment Site Criteria 
Scores 

-- - +/- + ++ 

 Development of the 
site would adversely 
affect a Grade I or II* 
Listed Building 

   

 Site classed as Ancient 
Enclosed Land, Post 
Medieval Enclosed 
Land. 

   

11: Design  Topography likely to 
impede sustainable 
design. 

 Topography unlikely to 
impede sustainable 
design. 

 

 Development of the 
site could cause 
coalescence of 
settlements and 
adversely affect local 
distinctiveness. 

   

12: Social Inclusion 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess what specific impact 
development of this site could 
have. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process. 

   Development of this 
site for employment 
purposes will improve 
access to employment 
opportunities 
contributing to reducing 
poverty and social 
exclusion. 

 

13: Crime & Anti-Social 
Behaviour 

All sites scored ‘?’ at this stage, as it is difficult to establish what impacts development in this area will have on crime and anti-
social behaviour. 

14: Housing Standard comment for employment sites: ‘This allocation is for employment uses and so this criteria is not relevant’ (score as 
‘0’) 

15: Health, Sport and 
Recreation 

Standard comment for employment sites: ‘This allocation is for employment uses and so this criteria is not relevant. At this stage 
future occupiers of the proposed employment units are unknown and noise impacts uncertain (score as ‘?’). 

16: Economic 
Development, 
Regeneration and Tourism 

Any development may have an adverse effect on tourism although effects uncertain at this stage. 

At this stage it is not possible to assess what specific impact development of this site could have. This will be further assessed 
through any planning application process. 

The site for employment results in an automatic score of ++ 



17 
 

Employment Site Criteria 
Scores 

-- - +/- + ++ 

17: Education and Skills 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess what specific impact 
development of this site could 
have. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process. 

   This site is allocated for 
employment uses and 
may provide 
opportunities for work 
placed training 
facilities. 

 

 

 

18: Transport and 
Accessibility 

it is acknowledged that 
realistically development 
increases use of motor vehicles 

Site location very 
poorly accessible to 
local workforce and 
very unfavourable for 
use of more 
sustainable forms of 
transport. 

Site location less 
accessible and less 
favourable for use of 
more sustainable forms 
of transport. 

Site location accessible 
to facilities but affected 
by topographical 
constraints which may 
discourage walking and 
cycling. 

Site location more 
accessible and more 
favourable for use of 
more sustainable forms 
of transport. 

Site location very 
accessible and very 
favourable for use of 
sustainable forms of 
transport. 

 Site not appropriate or 
of a scale to provide 
linkages where public 
transport could be 
encouraged to operate. 

 Site appropriate or of a 
scale to provide 
linkages where public 
transport could be 
encouraged to operate. 

 

 Development of the 
site may cause a 
significant increase in 
local traffic movements 
through existing 
residential areas and/ 
or the town centre and 
/or the local highway 
network which may 
cause safety and 
capacity issues. 

   

 The site does not have 
good links to the 
strategic transport 
network in comparison 
to other sites 

 The site has good links 
to the strategic 
transport network 
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Employment Site Criteria 
Scores 

-- - +/- + ++ 

19: Energy 

It is acknowledged that other 
renewable technologies (e.g. 
ground source heat pumps) 
may be suitable on sites less 
favourable to solar PV 

No potential to support 
a District Heating 
scheme. 

Little potential for a 
District Heating 
scheme. 

 Some potential for a 
District Heating 
scheme. 

Highest potential for a 
District Heating 
scheme 

Aspect very 
unfavourable for solar 
PV. 

Aspect over most of 
the site is not 
favourable for solar PV. 

 Aspect over most of 
the site is favourable 
for solar PV. 

Aspect most favourable 
for solar PV over whole 
site. 
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Table 3: SA Scoring Criteria for Educational Sites 

Educational Sites Criteria 
Scores 

--  -  +/-  +  ++  

1: Climate Factors  Aspect/ gradient does 
not allow maximised 
solar gain and 
renewable 
technologies. 

Dual aspect/ varying 
gradient allows some 
degree of solar gain 
and renewable 
technologies. 

Aspect/ gradient 
allows maximised 
solar gain and 
renewable 
technologies. 

 

 Site location less 
accessible and less 
favourable for use of 
more sustainable 
forms of transport, 
thereby not minimising 
any increase in 
greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Site location allows 
limited use of 
sustainable modes of 
transport thereby 
having some more 
limited effect in 
minimising any 
increase in 
greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Site location more 
accessible and more 
favourable for use of 
more sustainable 
forms of transport, 
thereby minimising any 
increase in 
greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

 

2: Waste All sites scored ‘+/-‘ at this stage – as site location unlikely to have any positive or negative impact on the overall amount of 
waste produced, collected and / or land filled 

3: Minerals and Geodiversity Whole site within a 
Mineral Safeguarding 
Area (more important). 

Part of the site within a 
Mineral Safeguarding 
Area. 

 

 

 

 

Whole site outside a 
Mineral Safeguarding 
Area. 

Site covered by a 
County Geology Site 
(less important) 

Part of site covered by 
a CGS or is adjacent 
to a CGS 

 Not in proximity to a 
CGS. 

 

4: Soil Site contains some 
Grade 1 and/ or whole 
site includes Grade 2 
or 3a Agricultural land. 

Site contains some 
Grade 2 or 3a 
Agricultural land. 

 

Site contains Grade 
3b, 4 or 5 Agricultural 
land. 

Classed as urban or 
Previously Developed 
Land. 

 

 

5: Air 

Neutral statement 

All development will have an 
impact on air pollution the extent 
of which can be minimised 
through careful design and 
construction. 

 Site location falls 
within a proposed or 
existing Air Quality 
Management Area 

Site location is not 
within but adjoins a 
proposed or existing 
Air Quality 
Management Area 

Site location does not 
fall within a proposed 
or existing Air Quality 
Management Area 
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Educational Sites Criteria 
Scores 

--  -  +/-  +  ++  

6: Water 

Neutral statement 

All development will increase the 
overall demand for water. 

Flood Risk 
assessment 
demonstrates the 
proposed use, of the 
majority of the site, is 
not compatible with the 
Flood Zone status. 

 

 

Flood Risk 
assessment 
demonstrates that an 
Exception Test is 
required to ascertain 
whether the proposed 
use, for the majority of 
the site, is compatible 
with the Flood Zone 
status. 

 Flood Risk 
assessment 
demonstrates the 
proposed use is 
compatible with the 
Flood Zone status of 
the majority of the site. 

Flood Risk 
assessment 
demonstrates the 
proposed use is 
compatible with the 
Flood Zone status of 
the entire site. 

 

Site is entirely, or the 
majority is covered by 
a Critical Drainage 
Area. 

Site partially covered 
by a Critical Drainage 
Area. 

Site not within but 
adjacent to a Critical 
Drainage Area. 

 Site entirely outside 
and not adjacent to a 
Critical Drainage Area. 

7: Biodiversity 

 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess whether the proposal 
could have a positive impact on 
biodiversity. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process. 

Site entirely or partially 
covered by an SAC, 
SSSI, or other 
designated site of 
international, national 
or regional 
significance. 

 

Site adjacent to or in 
proximity to an SAC, 
SSSI, or other 
designated site of 
international, national 
or regional 
significance.  

 Site not covered by, 
adjacent to or in 
proximity to an SAC, 
SSSI,or other 
designated site of 
international, national 
or regional 
significance. 

 

Outcome of HRA 
implies significant 
harm to site 
biodiversity. 

    

Entirely or partially 
covered by a CWS. 

 

 

Site adjacent to or in 
proximity to a CWS. 

 Site not covered by, 
adjacent or in 
proximity to a CWS. 

 

Site entirely or partially 
covered by a BAP 
habitat. 

Site adjacent to or in 
proximity to a BAP 
habitat. 

 Site not covered by, 
adjacent to or in 
proximity to a BAP 
habitat. 

 

Site contains Ancient 
Woodland.  

Site adjacent to 
Ancient Woodland. 
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Educational Sites Criteria 
Scores 

--  -  +/-  +  ++  

8: Landscape 

 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess whether the proposal 
could have a positive impact on 
green infrastructure. This will be 
further assessed through any 
planning application process. 

 

Seascape – only applies to those 
areas in proximity to the coast 

Entirely or partially 
within a designated 
AONB or AGLV. 

Adjacent or in close 
proximity to a 
designated AONB or 
AGLV. 

 Not within or in 
proximity to a 
designated AONB or 
AGLV. 

 

Assessment shows 
HIGH landscape 
character impact. 

 Assessment shows 
MODERATE 
landscape character 
impact. 

Assessment shows 
LOW landscape 
character impact. 

 

High impact on 
seascape (can be 
seen from offshore 
and from headlands). 

  Low impact on 
seascape (cannot be 
seen from offshore 
and from headlands). 

 

9: Maritime 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess what specific impact 
development of this site could 
have. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process. 

only applies to those areas in 
proximity to the coast 

  Adjoins the coast.   

10: Historic Environment 

All development is likely to have 
some effect on the historic 
environment 

If the site has been subject to a 
Historic Environment Assessment 
then this criteria alone should be 
considered. If there has not been 
an HEA then the additional criteria 
should be used 

HEA scoring colour coding  has 
been modified to fit the SA scoring 
criteria 

 

Outcome of Historic 
Environment 
Assessment implies a 
serious impact and 
substantial harm to the 
historic environment 
which is unable to be 
mitigated. 

Outcome of Historic 
Environment 
Assessment implies a 
potential for 
substantial harm to the 
historic environment, 
however this could be 
avoided or mitigated. 

 Outcome of Historic 
Environment 
Assessment implies no 
harm to heritage 
assets 

Outcome of Historic 
Environment 
Assessment shows 
potential to enhance 
the significance of 
heritage assets 

Development likely to 
have a very negative 
impact on historic 
character (including 
the WHS) 

Development likely to 
have a negative 
impact on historic 
character (including 
the WHS) 

 Development likely to 
have a positive impact 
on historic character 
(including the WHS) 

 

Site contains a 
Scheduled Monument. 

 

Site adjacent to a 
Scheduled Monument 
and/or site contains 
features on the SMR. 

  No features on the 
SMR. 
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Educational Sites Criteria 
Scores 

--  -  +/-  +  ++  

 Development of the 
site would adversely 
affect a Grade I or II* 
Listed Building 

   

 Site classed as 
Ancient Enclosed 
Land, Post Medieval 
Enclosed Land. 

   

11: Design  Topography likely to 
impede sustainable 
design. 

 Topography unlikely to 
impede sustainable 
design. 

 

 Development of the 
site could cause 
coalescence of 
settlements and 
adversely affect local 
distinctiveness. 

 

   

12: Social Inclusion 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess what specific impact 
development of this site could 
have. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process. 

 

Standard comment for education sites: ‘This allocation is for education uses and so this criteria is not relevant’ (score as ‘0’) 

13: Crime & Anti-Social 
Behaviour 

All sites scored “?” at this stage as it is difficult to establish what impacts development in this area will have on crime and anti-
social behaviour. 

14: Housing Standard comment for education sites: ‘This allocation is for education uses and so this criteria is not relevant’ (score as ‘0’) 

15: Health, Sport and 
Recreation 

Standard comment for education sites: ‘This allocation is for education uses and so this criteria is not relevant. (score as ‘0’). 

16: Economic Development, 
Regeneration and Tourism 

Any development may have an adverse effect on tourism although effects uncertain at this stage. 

At this stage it is not possible to assess what specific impact development of this site could have. This will be further 
assessed through any planning application process. 

Standard comment for education sites: ‘This allocation is for education uses and so this criteria is not relevant. (score as ‘0’). 
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Educational Sites Criteria 
Scores 

--  -  +/-  +  ++  

17: Education and Skills 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess what specific impact 
development of this site could 
have. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process. 

    This site is allocated 
for education uses. 

18: Transport and 
Accessibility 

it is acknowledged that 
realistically development 
increases use of motor vehicles 

Site location very 
poorly accessible to 
town based workforce 
and very unfavourable 
for use of more 
sustainable forms of 
transport. 

Site location less 
accessible and less 
favourable for use of 
more sustainable 
forms of transport. 

Site location 
accessible for the town 
based workforce but 
affected by 
topographical 
constraints which may 
discourage walking 
and cycling. 

Site location more 
accessible and more 
favourable for use of 
more sustainable 
forms of transport. 

Site location very 
accessible and very 
favourable for use of 
sustainable forms of 
transport. 

 Site not appropriate or 
of a scale to provide 
linkages where public 
transport could be 
encouraged to operate 
through the site. 

 Site appropriate or of a 
scale to provide 
linkages where public 
transport could be 
encouraged to operate 
through the site. 

 

 Development of the 
site may cause a 
significant increase in 
local traffic movements 
through existing 
residential areas and/ 
or the town centre and 
/or the local highway 
network which may 
cause safety and 
capacity issues. 

   

19: Energy 

it is acknowledged that other 

No potential to support 
a District Heating 
scheme. 

Little potential for a 
District Heating 
scheme. 

 Some potential for a 
District Heating 
scheme. 

Highest potential for a 
District Heating 
scheme. 
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Educational Sites Criteria 
Scores 

--  -  +/-  +  ++  

renewable technologies (e.g. 
ground source heat pumps) may 
be suitable on sites less 
favourable to solar PV 

 

Aspect very 
unfavourable for solar 
PV. 

Aspect over most of 
the site is not 
favourable for solar 
PV. 

 Aspect over most of 
the site is favourable 
for solar PV. 

Aspect most 
favourable for solar PV 
over whole site. 
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Table 4: SA Scoring Criteria for Retail Sites 

Retail Sites Criteria Scores --  -  +/-  +  ++  

1: Climate Factors  Aspect/ gradient does 
not allow maximised 
solar gain and 
renewable 
technologies. 

Dual aspect/ varying 
gradient allows some 
degree of solar gain 
and renewable 
technologies. 

Aspect/ gradient 
allows maximised 
solar gain and 
renewable 
technologies. 

 

 Site location less 
accessible and less 
favourable for use of 
more sustainable 
forms of transport, 
thereby not minimising 
any increase in 
greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Site location allows 
limited use of 
sustainable modes of 
transport thereby 
having some more 
limited effect in 
minimising any 
increase in 
greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Site location more 
accessible and more 
favourable for use of 
more sustainable 
forms of transport, 
thereby minimising any 
increase in 
greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

 

2: Waste All sites scored ‘+/-’ at this stage – as site location unlikely to have any positive or negative impact on the overall amount of 
waste produced, collected and / or land filled 

3: Minerals and Geodiversity Whole site within a 
Mineral Safeguarding 
Area (more important). 

Part of the site within a 
Mineral Safeguarding 
Area. 

  Whole site outside a 
Mineral Safeguarding 
Area. 

Site covered by a 
County Geology Site 
(less important) 

Part of site covered by 
a CGS or is adjacent 
to a CGS 

 Not in proximity to a 
CGS. 

 

4: Soil Site contains some 
Grade 1 and/ or whole 
site includes Grade 2 
or 3a Agricultural land. 

Site contains some 
Grade 2 or 3a 
Agricultural land. 

Site contains Grade 
3b, 4 or 5 Agricultural 
land. 

Classed as urban or 
Previously Developed 
Land. 

 

5: Air 
Neutral statement 

All development will have an 
impact on air pollution the extent 
of which can be minimised 
through careful design and 
construction. 

 Site location falls 
within a proposed or 
existing Air Quality 
Management Area 

Site location is not 
within but adjoins a 
proposed or existing 
Air Quality 
Management Area 

Site location does not 
fall within a proposed 
or existing Air Quality 
Management Area. 

 



26 
 

Retail Sites Criteria Scores --  -  +/-  +  ++  

6: Water 
Neutral statement 

All development will increase the 
overall demand for water. 

Flood Risk 
assessment 
demonstrates the 
proposed use, of the 
majority of the site, is 
not compatible with the 
Flood Zone status. 

 

Flood Risk 
assessment 
demonstrates that an 
Exception Test is 
required to ascertain 
whether the proposed 
use, for the majority of 
the site, is compatible 
with the Flood Zone 
status. 

 Flood Risk 
assessment 
demonstrates the 
proposed use is 
compatible with the 
Flood Zone status of 
the majority of the site. 

Flood Risk 
assessment 
demonstrates the 
proposed use is 
compatible with the 
Flood Zone status of 
the entire site. 

Site is entirely, or the 
majority is covered by 
a Critical Drainage 
Area. 

Site partially covered 
by a Critical Drainage 
Area. 

Site not within but 
adjacent to a Critical 
Drainage Area. 

 Site entirely outside 
and not adjacent to a 
Critical Drainage Area. 

7: Biodiversity 

 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess whether the proposal 
could have a positive impact on 
biodiversity. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process. 

Site entirely or partially 
covered by an SAC, 
SSSI, or other 
designated site of 
international, national 
or regional 
significance. 

Site adjacent to or in 
proximity to an SAC, 
SSSI, or other 
designated site of 
international, national 
or regional 
significance.  

 Site not covered by, 
adjacent to or in 
proximity to an SAC, 
SSSI,or other 
designated site of 
international, national 
or regional 
significance. 

 

Outcome of HRA 
implies significant 
harm to site 
biodiversity. 

    

Entirely or partially 
covered by a CWS. 

 

Site adjacent to or in 
proximity to a CWS. 

 

 Site not covered by, 
adjacent or in 
proximity to a CWS. 

 

Site entirely or partially 
covered by a BAP 
habitat. 

 

Site adjacent to or in 
proximity to a BAP 
habitat. 

 

 Site not covered by, 
adjacent to or in 
proximity to a BAP 
habitat. 

 

Site contains Ancient  
Woodland. 

Site adjacent to 
Ancient Woodland.  
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Retail Sites Criteria Scores --  -  +/-  +  ++  

8: Landscape 

 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess whether the proposal 
could have a positive impact on 
green infrastructure. This will be 
further assessed through any 
planning application process. 

Seascape – only applies to those 
areas in proximity to the coast 

Entirely or partially 
within a designated 
AONB or AGLV. 

 

Adjacent or in close 
proximity to a 
designated AONB or 
AGLV. 

 

 

Not within or in 
proximity to a 
designated AONB or 
AGLV. 

 

Assessment shows 
HIGH landscape 
character impact. 

 Assessment shows 
MODERATE 
landscape character 
impact. 

Assessment shows 
LOW landscape 
character impact. 

 

 

High impact on 
seascape (can be 
seen from offshore 
and from headlands). 

  Low impact on 
seascape (cannot be 
seen from offshore 
and from headlands). 

 

9: Maritime 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess what specific impact 
development of this site could 
have. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process. 

only applies to those areas in 
proximity to the coast 

  Adjoins the coast.   

10: Historic Environment 

All development is likely to have 
some effect on the historic 
environment 

If the site has been subject to a 
Historic Environment Assessment 
then this criteria alone should be 
considered. If there has not been 
an HEA then the additional criteria 
should be used 

HEA scoring colour coding  has 
been modified to fit the SA scoring 
criteria 

 

Outcome of Historic 
Environment 
Assessment implies a 
serious impact and 
substantial harm to the 
historic environment 
which is unable to be 
mitigated. 

Outcome of Historic 
Environment 
Assessment implies a 
potential for 
substantial harm to the 
historic environment, 
however this could be 
avoided or mitigated. 

 Outcome of Historic 
Environment 
Assessment implies no 
harm to heritage 
assets 

Outcome of Historic 
Environment 
Assessment shows 
potential to enhance 
the significance of 
heritage assets 

Development likely to 
have a very negative 
impact on historic 
character (including 
the WHS) 

Development likely to 
have a negative 
impact on historic 
character (including 
the WHS) 

 Development likely to 
have a positive impact 
on historic character 
(including the WHS) 

 

Site contains a 
Scheduled Monument. 

Site adjacent to a 
Scheduled Monument 
and/or site contains 
features on the SMR. 

  No features on the 
SMR. 
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Retail Sites Criteria Scores --  -  +/-  +  ++  
 Development of the 

site would adversely 
affect a Grade I or II* 
Listed Building 

   

 Site classed as 
Ancient Enclosed 
Land, Post Medieval 
Enclosed Land. 

   

11: Design  Topography likely to 
impede sustainable 
design. 

 Topography unlikely to 
impede sustainable 
design. 

 

 Development of the 
site could cause 
coalescence of 
settlements and 
adversely affect local 
distinctiveness. 

   

12: Social Inclusion 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess what specific impact 
development of this site could 
have. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process. 

Standard comment for retail sites: ‘This allocation is for retail uses and so this criteria is not relevant’ (score as ‘0’) 

13: Crime & Anti-Social 
Behaviour 

All sites scored “?” at this stage as it is difficult to establish what impacts development in this area will have on crime and anti-
social behaviour. 

14: Housing Standard comment for retail sites: ‘This allocation is for retail uses and so this criteria is not relevant’ (score as ‘0’) 

15: Health, Sport and 
Recreation 

Standard comment for retail sites: ‘This allocation is for retail uses and so this criteria is not relevant  (score as ‘0’). 
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Retail Sites Criteria Scores --  -  +/-  +  ++  

16: Economic Development, 
Regeneration and Tourism 

Any development may have an 
adverse effect on tourism 
although effects uncertain at this 
stage. 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess what specific impact 
development of this site could 
have. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process. 

    This site is allocated 
for retail uses and will 
provide positive 
economic 
regeneration.  

17: Education and Skills 

At this stage it is not possible to 
assess what specific impact 
development of this site could 
have. This will be further 
assessed through any planning 
application process 

Standard comment for retail sites: ‘This allocation is for retail uses and so this c riteria is not relevant’ (score as ‘0’). 

 

 

 

18: Transport and 
Accessibility 

it is acknowledged that 
realistically development 
increases use of motor vehicles 

Site location very 
poorly accessible to 
town based workforce 
and very unfavourable 
for use of more 
sustainable forms of 
transport. 

Site location less 
accessible and less 
favourable for use of 
more sustainable 
forms of transport. 

Site location 
accessible for the town 
based workforce but 
affected by 
topographical 
constraints which may 
discourage walking 
and cycling. 

Site location more 
accessible and more 
favourable for use of 
more sustainable 
forms of transport. 

 

Site location very 
accessible and very 
favourable for use of 
sustainable forms of 
transport. 

 Site not appropriate or 
of a scale to provide 
linkages where public 
transport could be 
encouraged to operate 
through the site. 

 Site appropriate or of a 
scale to provide 
linkages where public 
transport could be 
encouraged to operate 
through the site. 
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Retail Sites Criteria Scores --  -  +/-  +  ++  
 Development of the 

site may cause a 
significant increase in 
local traffic movements 
through existing 
residential areas and/ 
or the town centre and 
/or the local highway 
network which may 
cause safety and 
capacity issues. 

   

19: Energy 

it is acknowledged that other 
renewable technologies (e.g. 
ground source heat pumps) may 
be suitable on sites less 
favourable to solar PV 

No potential to support 
a District Heating 
scheme. 

Little potential for a 
District Heating 
scheme. 

 Some potential for a 
District Heating 
scheme. 

Highest potential for a 
District Heating 
scheme. 

Aspect very 
unfavourable for solar 
PV. 

Aspect unfavourable 
for solar PV. 

 Aspect favourable for 
solar PV. 

Aspect most 
favourable for solar PV 
over whole site. 
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Section 3. Site SAs - Summary Scorings 

The site appraisal tables present a summary score, based on the criteria 

presented in Tables 1-4 above. 

For each site, summary scores have been arrived at through considering 

the individual scores for each SA Objective together. 

In light of this approach, the following tables highlight how the individual 

scores have been brought together to provide a summary score.   

Table 5. Summary scores for two criteria 

 

 
Criteria 1 Score 

++ + +/- - -- 

C
ri

te
ri

a
 2

 S
c
o
re

  ++ ++ ++ ++ +/- +/- 

+ ++ + + +/- +/- 

+/- ++ + +/- - -- 

- +/- +/- - - -- 

-- +/- +/- -- -- -- 
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Table 6. Summary scores for three criteria (possible combinations) 

 

Individual criteria 
scores 

Summary 
Score 

-- -- -- -- 
-- -- - -- 
-- -- +/- -- 

-- -- + -- 
-- - - -- 

-- - +/- -- 
-- - + -- 
-- +/- +/-  

-- +/- + - 
- - - - 

- - +/- - 
- +/- +/- - 

- - + - 
- - ++ +/- 
+ + -- +/- 

+/- + - +/- 
+/- +/- +/- +/- 

+ +/- +/- + 
+ + - + 
+ + +/- + 

+ + + + 
++ +/- - + 

++ +/- +/- ++ 
++ + - ++ 
++ + +/- ++ 

++ + + ++ 
++ ++ - ++ 

++ ++ +/- ++ 
++ ++ + ++ 
++ ++ ++ ++ 
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Table 7. Summary scores for four criteria (possible combinations) 

 

Individual criteria scores Summary 
Score 

-- -- - - - 
-- - - - - 
-- - - +/- - 

-- - - + - 
- - - - - 

- - - + - 
- - - +/- - 
- - +/- + - 

- - +/- +/- - 
- - - ++ - 

+/- +/- +/- +/- +/- 
+ +/- +/- - +/- 

+ + - - +/- 
++ + - - +/- 
+ + + -- + 

+ + +/- +/- + 
+ + +/- - + 

+ + + - + 
+ + + +/- + 
+ + + + + 

++ + + - + 
++ + + +/- + 

++ + + + + 
++ ++ + + + 
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Table 8. Summary scores for five criteria (possible combinations) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Assumptions 
 

Whilst a consistent approach has been undertaken to summarising the 

scores where possible, for a number of the scores and SA Objectives some 

further assumptions have been made. 

These assumptions are as follows: 

1. Criteria which are scored as either ‘+/-‘, ‘0’ or ‘?’ do not influence 

the summary score as these scores reflect an overall neutral score 

in relation to the SA Objectives.  This indicates that they are neither 

likely to undermine or contribute towards meeting the SA objective, 

impacts of the proposed development are unknown at this stage, or 

the SA objective/assessment criteria is not relevant to the proposed 

land use. 

 

2. Specific exceptions to this scoring approach are as follows: 

Individual criteria scores Summary 
Score 

-- -- - - - - 
-- - - - - - 
- - - - - - 

- - - - +/- - 
- - - - + - 

- - - +/- +/- - 
- - - + + - 

- - - +/- + - 
- - +/- +/- + - 
+/- +/- +/- +/- +/- +/- 

+ +/- +/- +/- - +/- 
+ + +/- - - +/- 

+ + +/- +/- - + 
+ + + +/- - + 
+ + + - - + 

+ + + +/- +/- + 
+ + + + - + 

+ + + + +/- + 
+ + + + + + 
++ + + + + + 

++ ++ + + + + 
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 Housing/ Mixed Use, Employment, Education and Retail SA 

Tables, SA Objective 3: Minerals and Geodiversity (Minerals 

Safeguarding Area (MSA) criteria) 

 

In the above instance, scores of ‘--‘ and “-“                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

will outweigh the other scores. This is where this element of the 

scoring has the potential to lead to a particularly significant negative 

impact. 

 

 Housing/ Mixed Use SA Tables, SA Objective 7:  Biodiversity 

(Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) criteria) 

 

 Housing/ Mixed Use SA Tables, SA Objective 10: Historic 

Environment (Historic Environment Assessment criteria) 

 

In the above instances, a score of ‘--‘ will outweigh the other scores. 

This is where this element of the scoring has the potential to lead to 

a particularly significant negative impact. 

 

 Employment SA Tables, SA Objective 16: Employment, 

Regeneration and Tourism 

 

For the above objective in the Employment SA Tables, a score of 

‘++’ regarding any future employment development will prevent the 

summary score being an overall negative effect in relation to the SA 

Objective.  

 

 All SA Tables, SA Objective 7: Biodiversity 

 All SA Tables, SA Objective 8: Landscape 

 All SA Tables, SA Objective 10: Historic Environment 

 

For the above SA Objectives, it is not considered appropriate to 

score any site as an overall positive (‘+’).  This is due to any 

positive effects on biodiversity, landscape character or the historic 

environment being dependent on the appropriate siting, layout and 

design of new development.  As such, where this score would 

ordinarily result in a ‘+’, this has instead been scored through the 

uncertain/mixed category (+/-) 
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