
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cornwall Monitoring Report 

 

Development Plan Preparation Progress 

 

November 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

1. Implementation of the 2016 Local Development Scheme 

 

The purpose of this report is to assess the progress of the key documents associated 

with the Cornwall Local Plan against milestones set out in the latest Cornwall Local 

Development Scheme (LDS).  

 

The most recent version of the LDS was published in February 2016. The main priority in 

the LDS is the preparation of the Cornwall Local Plan: Strategic Policies DPD. It also sets 

out the timetables for the preparation of a Sites Allocations DPD for most main towns 

and other strategic sites in Cornwall, a Minerals Safeguarding DPD, a Travelling 

Communities Allocations DPD, a policies map, a Community Infrastructure Levy 

(Statement of adopted mechanism for levying developer contributions) and a range of 

supplementary planning documents.  

 

As required by Regulation 34(1) of The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) 

(England) Regulations 2012, the following sections set out the titles of the proposed 

documents in the LDS, their key milestones and the progress that has been made, with 

reasons for each delay. Whilst timely progress has been made in the adoption of the 

Cornwall Local Plan: Strategic Policies DPD, it is recommended that the Local 

Development Scheme is reviewed given delays in the production of other documents and 

changes to their proposed remits. 

 

Development Plan Documents and Community Infrastructure Levy 

 

1.1 Progress of the Local Plan: Strategic Policies DPD 

 

(i) The key milestones set out in the LDS 

 Publication of DPD: March 2013 

 Consultation on amendments: March 2014 

 Consultation on focussed changes: September 2014 

 Submission to the Secretary of State: February 2015 

 Examination Commenced and Suspended: May 2015 

 Consultation on Changes: January 2016 

 Examination Resumption: May 2016 

 Adoption: Autumn 2016 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones during the reporting year. 

The milestones for consultation, examination and adoption have been met. The Strategic 

Policies DPD was adopted on 22 November 2016. 

 

1.2 Progress of the Local Plan: Site Allocations DPD 

 

 (i) The key milestones set out in the LDS 

 Publication of DPD: Autumn 2016 

 Submission to the Secretary of State: Spring 2017 

 Examination: Summer 2017 

 Adoption: Autumn 2017 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones during the reporting year. 

The milestones have not been met. The delays were because of the time elapsed since 

the scoping consultation in 2013 and the need to follow on from the Strategic Policies 

(see 1.1). Consultation took place between 3 October on 14 November 2016 on 

Preferred Options. The Pre-submission consultation then took place between 12 June and 

7 August 2017, with submission to the Secretary of State on 31 October 2017. It is 

recommended that the LDS is amended to reflect the revised timetable. 
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1.3 Progress of the Local Plan: Minerals Safeguarding DPD 

 

 (i) The key milestones set out in the LDS 

 Pre-submission consultation: Summer 2016 

 Submission to the Secretary of State: Winter 2016 / 2017 

 Examination: Spring 2017 

 Adoption: Autumn 2017 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones during the reporting year 

The milestones have not been met. The delay was due to awaiting the Inspector’s Report 

from the Strategic Policies (see 1.1). The pre-submission consultation took place 

between 7 November and 19 December 2016. Submission consultation took place 

between 12 June and 7 August 2017, with the submission to the Secretary of State on 

26 October 2017. It is recommended that the LDS is amended to reflect the revised 

timetable. 

 

1.4 Progress of the Travelling Communities DPD 

 

 (i) The key milestones set out in the LDS 

 Consultation on scope of DPD: Spring 2016 

 Publication of DPD: Winter 2016 / 2017 

 Submission to the Secretary of State: Spring 2017 

 Examination: Summer 2017 

 Adoption: Autumn 2017 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones during the reporting year 

The scoping consultation took place between 25 April and 6 June 2016. The publication 

has not taken place so the subsequent milestones have not been met. This is because 

direct delivery of sites is being considered as an alternative to a DPD. Also, the potential 

DPD is now known as the “Gypsy and Travelling Communities DPD”. It is recommended 

that the LDS is amended to reflect the revised position or title as appropriate. 

 

1.5 Progress of the Community Infrastructure Levy 

 

(i) The key milestones set out in the LDS 

 Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule consultation: March 2013 

 Publication: Autumn 2016 

 Submission to the Secretary of State: Winter 2016/2017 

 Examination: Winter 2016/2017 

 Adoption: Spring 2017 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones during the reporting year 

The milestones have not been met. The delay was caused by the need to undertake a 

new viability study to reflect contemporary market conditions which in turn resulted in a 

change to proposed CIL rates, thereby triggering the need to re-consult. A Revised 

Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule consultation took place between 3 January and 14 

February 2017. This was followed by the Draft Charging Schedule consultation from 12 

June and 7 August 2017. Submission to the Secretary of State took place on 26 October 

2017. It is now known as the “Community Infrastructure Charging Schedule”. It is 

recommended that the LDS is amended to reflect the revised timetable and title. 

 

Supplementary Planning Documents 

 

1.6 Cornwall Design Guide SPD 

 

(i) The key milestones set out in the LDS profile 

 Consultation: December 2012 
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 Adoption as a Material Consideration: March 2013 

 Adoption as SPD: Autumn 2016 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones 

The document has been adopted as interim guidance. The content is being revised, 

necessitating consultation so the adoption milestone has not been met. It is 

recommended that the LDS is amended to reflect the revised timetable. 

 

1.7 St Austell China Clay Tipping and Restoration Strategy SPD 

 

(i) The key milestones set out in the LDS profile 

 Approved and adopted formally in 2003 and used as material consideration. 

 Consultation: Autumn 2016 

 Adoption as SPD: Winter 2016/2017 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones 

The document has been adopted as interim guidance but has yet to be re-consulted on. 

This delay was to await the Inspector’s Report from the Strategic Policies (see 1.1) and 

to prioritise resources on the Minerals Safeguarding DPD (see 1.3). It is now known as 

the “St Austell China Clay Restoration and Tipping Strategy SPD”. It is recommended 

that the LDS is amended to reflect the revised timetable and title. 

 

1.8 Affordable Housing SPD 

 

 (i) The key milestones set out in the LDS profile 

 Consultation: January 2014 

 Publication: Summer 2014 

 Cabinet approval of SPD as supporting document for Local Plan: 

Strategic Policies examination: September 2014 

 Adoption as SPD: Autumn 2016 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones  

The document has been adopted as interim guidance. It has not been adopted because 

of the need to review it against national policy and the Strategic Policies DPD (see 1.1) 

and because the remit of the document is being broadened into a “Housing SPD” 

covering more issues. Further consultation is due to take place in the winter of 

2017/2018 before the SPD can be adopted. It is recommended that the LDS is amended 

to reflect the revised timetable, scope and title. 

 

1.9 Assessing Landscape Impact of Development SPD 

 

 (i) The key milestones set out in the LDS profile 

 Public consultation: Summer 2016 

 Adoption as SPD: Autumn 2016 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones 

The practice guidance ‘Judging landscape Capacity – A Development Management 

Toolkit’ together with its evidence base is no longer being progressed as Supplementary 

Planning Guidance. It is recommended that the LDS is amended to reflect this position. 

 

1.10 Biodiversity SPD 

 

(i) The key milestones set out in the LDS profile 

 Public consultation: Spring 2016 

 Adoption as SPD: Autumn 2016 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones 
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The milestones have not been met. The consultation took place between 12 June and 24 

July 2017 and further consultation is due to take place in the winter of 2017/2018 before 

the SPD can be adopted. It is recommended that the LDS is amended to reflect the 

revised timetable.  

 

1.11 Development in the World Heritage Site SPD 

 

(i) The key milestones set out in the LDS profile 

 Public consultation: January/February 2016 

 Adoption as Material Consideration: Spring 2016 

 Adoption as SPD: Autumn 2016 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones 

The milestones were not met due to document design issues and the timing of the 

adoption of the Strategic Policies DPD (see 1.1). The document was adopted as a 

Material Consideration on 13 September 2016. The adoption as SPD took place on 31 

May 2017. Its title is “Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage Site 

SPD”. It is recommended that the LDS is amended to reflect this. 

 

1.12 Historic Environment SPD 

 

(i) The key milestones set out in the LDS profile 

 Consultation: Summer 2016 

 Adoption as SPD Autumn 2016 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones 

The milestones have not been met. The SPD was approved for consultation in late 

Autumn 2016 following the adoption of the Strategic Policies DPD (see 1.1). The content 

is now subject to review, with consultation expected in the winter of 2017/18 before the 

SPD can be adopted. It is recommended that the LDS is amended to reflect the revised 

timetable. 

 

1.13 Housing Mix SPD 

 

(i) The key milestones set out in the LDS profile 

 Scoping Report consultation: Winter 2016 

 Public consultation: Summer 2016 

 Adoption as SPD: Autumn 2016 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones 

The milestones have not been met. No progress has been made in the preparation of 

this SPD which may no longer be developed. It is recommended that the LDS is 

amended to reflect this. 

 

1.14 Mitigation Strategy for European Sites: Recreational Pressure from 

Residential SPD 

 

(i) The key milestones set out in the LDS profile 

 Public consultation: Autumn 2016 

 Adoption as SPD: Spring 2017 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones 

The milestones have not been met. The consultation took place between 12 June and 24 

July 2017. The delay is due to resourcing issues in completing the surveys. Further 

consultation is due to take place in the winter of 2017/2018 before the SPD can be 

adopted. It is now known as the “European Sites Mitigation SPD“. It is recommended 

that the LDS is amended to reflect the revised timetable and title.  
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1.15 Open Space Standards SPD 

 

(i) The key milestones set out in the LDS profile 

 Consultation: Summer 2014 

 Adoption as SPD: Autumn 2016 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones 

The milestones have not been met. In July 2014 Cornwall Council adopted the Open 

Space Strategy for Larger Towns in Cornwall as interim planning guidance. The 

consultation and SPD adoption have not yet taken place to enable the evidence to be 

refreshed and to incorporate smaller towns. It is now intended that a broader “Green 

Infrastructure SPD” will be produced which will incorporate the open space standards. It 

is recommended that the LDS is amended to reflect the revised timetable. 

 

1.16 Renewable Energy SPD 

 

 (i) The key milestones set out in the LDS profile 

 Consultation on Landscape Sensitivity: November 2013 

 Public consultation on draft SPD: Winter 2014 / 2015 

 Adoption as SPD: Winter 2016 / 2017 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones 

The Draft Renewable Energy SPD was consulted on from 23 January to 27 March 2015 

but has yet to be adopted as SPD now that the Strategic Policies DPD (see 1.1) is in 

place. It remains as Interim Guidance. The delay has been due to the need to prioritise 

resources. The timetable will need to be revised in the LDS. 

 

1.17 Residential Outdoor Space Standards SPD 

 

 (i) The key milestones set out in the LDS profile 

 Public consultation: Autumn 2016 

 Adoption as SPD: Winter 2016 

 

(ii) Preparation of document in relation to its LDS milestones 

The content for this SPD is now to be included in the Cornwall Design Guide SPD. It is 

recommended that the LDS is amended to reflect this position. 

 

 


