Environmental Designated Fund

When Highways England was formed in 2015, replacing
what was the Highways Agency, the company was given
a remit to transform both the roads and the experience
of driving on them, whilst also addressing strategic
imperatives such as economic growth and climate change.
We were allocated £900 million to fund activities
beyond what is considered ‘business as usual’.
That means investing in retrofitting measures
to improve the existing road network and/or
maximising opportunities to deliver additional
improvements as part of new road schemes.
To support this work, 5 designated funds were
set up covering:







environment
cycling, safety and integration (CSI)
air quality
innovation
growth and housing

We are using these funds where we can to
support schemes and projects close to our
road network.

Improving the environment
We recognise that our network has a significant
effect on the environment and we aim to minimise
its impacts and take action to enable it to operate
more harmoniously with its surroundings.
To meet those aims we are using our Environment
Designated Fund to tackle particular challenges
including noise, visual impact, flooding
and biodiversity.

What’s happening near you?
We are currently in the early stages of investigating
potential opportunities for environmental
enhancements across central Cornwall.
This work is geographically focussed on the
landscape within approximately 1.5 miles of the
A30 Chiverton to Carland Cross road scheme.
Enhancements proposed as part of this project are
additional to and separate from the A30 project.
They must be able to be delivered either with or
without the A30 scheme in place.
This funding does not affect landowner’s eligibility
for compensation or mitigation associated with the
A30 Chiverton to Carland Coss scheme.
As part of this work we are assessing the feasibility
of the following potential projects:
Trees, Woodland, and Hedges
To improve the condition, character and extent
of trees, woodland and hedges – all valued
landscape features in the central Cornish
landscape. We are looking at what could be
done to improve and or restore existing features,
habitats, and historic field patterns. We’re
looking for opportunities to plant new meadows,
hedgerows, trees and woodland to link up habitats
and reinforce the landscape’s rural character.
Ridgeway Wetlands
We are looking at what could be done to slow
down and manage the rate that storm water enters
the rivers and drains in order to reduce

the frequency and severity of downstream
flooding. We’re also considering what could be
done to enhance the diversity of fauna and flora in
freshwater environments through improvements
to water quality.

We hope that a combination of the above projects
could help create a resilient, ecologically and
culturally rich landscape to be enjoyed by the
community, businesses and visitors.

The illustrations below show the potential impact
these projects could have on the local environment
if they are taken forward.
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Historic Environment
We are considering how we could reinforce the
role of cultural heritage in the landscape. This
could involve protection and enhancement of
key historic features including the historic pattern
of the landscape, several bronze-age barrows,
mining legacy features, Chyverton Park, and the
village of Zelah.
Carland Cross Heathland
We are looking at how we could expand and
enrich the dry heathland habitat in and near to
Newlyn Downs. This might include enhancing the
habitat in a way which is suitable for nocturnal
birds, such as the Nightjar, while also looking at
ways to improve links to the wider recreational
path network and the setting of prehistoric assets.
Carnon Valley
We are investigating what could be done to
improve the condition and setting of key historic
assets and ecological sites along or near to the
Carnon Stream and to enhance the character and
quality of this part of the World Heritage Site.
Arrallas Ponds
We are looking at how we could restore the
historic Arrallas Ponds at Trendeal Vean Farm, in
order to provide biodiversity benefits to the river
catchment, reduce flooding and to enhance the
condition and setting of the historic landscape.
Environment Hub
Where possible we would like to increase the
level of engagement that the local community
and tourists have with the landscape. This may
include developing facilities that could house
visitor centres and an environmental campus for
environmentally focussed organisations.
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Get involved
We are at the very start of these projects and
would like to work with local people to help shape
these initial ideas so that they can have the
greatest positive impact. If you would like to be
a part of this project, we would love to hear from
you. Perhaps you have an idea about what issues
need to be addressed in the local area or you’re
involved in a school or community group that
would like to be involved.
If you have a land interest which could form the
basis for collaboration please also get in touch.
We’d really like to work with landowners to develop

these designated fund projects, and securing
landowner agreement will, naturally, be crucial if
any of the projects are to be taken forward.
We are aiming to identify any potential
opportunities in March, April and early May of
2018. We will then decide which improvements
we will take forward for further design with the
aim to have some measures in place by early
2021. For more information, please contact
envfund@arup.com

If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.
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