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Introduction

What is your name?

Name:

Carol Kimberley

What is your email address?

Email:

ckimberley@cornwall.gov.uk

What is your organisation?

Organisation:

Cornwall Council

Instructions

Childcare and Early Years Survey of Parents: Use

Please tell us:a) How you make use of the survey data and what it influences or informs.

Please comment below:

The data is shared with the Family Information Service and sent to members of our sector consultative group. It is also used by the early years improvement team

to raise awareness of parent need among providers.

Please tell us: b) What data you make most use of.

Please comment below:

It has been helpful having a national viewpoint and this can be used to benchmark against local need.

The greatest value is the information related to cost of childcare and impact on families.

Please tell us: (c) How you anticipate making use of the data in the future.

Please comment below:

This can be used to inform strategic planning and as a benchmark to compare with local knowledge.

Childcare and Early Years Survey of Parents: Frequency

What are your views on the frequency of the survey up to 2020 and after 2020?

Please comment below:

I would suggest once every three years in order that changes are captured but there is not a burden placed on DFE to complete the work on an annual basis. If it

was every three years there would be a chance to capture change following new initiatives such as the impact of the extended entitlement.

Childcare and Early Years Survey of Parents: Sample frames

Please tell us your views on:a) The current sample frames used for the survey.

Please comment below:

No particular view.

Please tell us your views on: (b) the suitability and robustness of alternative sample frames such as the Postcode Address File.

Please comment below:

No [particular view.

Please tell us your views on: (c) the impact any changes introduced to the sample frames would have on your use of the statistics.

Please comment below:

IF the data is changing to reflect a greater emphasis on pre-school children then we would not be concerned because we wouldn't be comparing like with like.



Childcare and Early Years Survey of Parents: Sample coverage

Please tell us:(a) Your views on the current sample coverage of the survey (parents of children aged 0-14) and our proposal to change the

sample coverage to focus on parents of pre-school children.

Please comment below:

A pre-school focus would be extremely helpful, particularly if there could be a focus on options for childcare used by parents of children who do not receive any

early years funding - the 0-2s and those who do use funded places. It would also be helpful to understand what drives parents to choose to access funded 2 year

old provision.

Please tell us: (b) What alternative approaches could be used for collecting data about parents of children aged 5-14 of statutory school

age?

Please comment below:

We feel there may be particular needs for care for children aged 11-14 and so perhaps a survey could cover either primary or secondary age provision rather than

going from 5-14.

Please tell us: (c) How any changes to sample coverage would influence your use of the statistics should changes be introduced from 2019

onwards.

Please comment below:

No particular concern about any changes.

Childcare and Early Years Survey of Parents: Survey mode

Please tell us: (a) Your views on the current survey mode and potential alternative collection modes.

Please comment below:

With the use of social media and we would suggest using an online survey approach- possible distributed through local authority Family Information Service

organisations or partner organisations such as the foundationyears.org.uk web site.

Please tell us: (b) Your views on conducting a mode experiment to pilot alternative collection modes.

Please comment below:

This appears a sensible approach.

Please tell us: (c) The likely impact of any changes to the survey mode on your use of the survey statistics.

Please comment below:

If the focus was on pre-school children this would be very helpful and we could align this with local sufficiency survey results.

Childcare and Early Years Survey of Parents: Topic coverage

What are you suggestions, if any, for:a) additional topics the survey could cover?

Please comment below:

A focus on the need for out of hours/evening care would be helpful and also on how inclusive early years providers are with SEND provision. Perhaps parents

could also be consulted about the impact EYPP funding, DAF or Inclusion Grant funding has for their child?

What are your suggestions, if any, for: (b) amends that would improve the survey?

Please comment below:

As above- a focus on Inclusion would be good.

If there is a national survey then it might also allow more parents to participate in the survey work- in which case a breakdown by LA responses would be helpful.

Could we develop a single online survey that would inform sufficiency planning at a national and local level in one consultation?

What are your suggestions, if any, for: (c) deletions from the survey?

Please comment below:

The sections regarding "perceptions" are a little unclear. Perhaps the questions could be based on fact for example; "are you aware of the Ofsted grade for the

provider you use? Was this a factor on you deciding whether to use that setting?"

Childcare and Early Years Survey of Parents: Outputs and dissemination

What are your ideas, if any, for how we could improve the survey outputs, key products and dissemination of results?

Please comment below: 

It would be helpful to have further analysis by region or local authority. If this is not possible perhaps there could be an analysis between rural and urban areas? It



would be interesting to see if rurality has an impact on choice and availability of childcare.

Survey of Childcare and Early Years Providers: Use

Please tell us:a) How you make use of the survey data and what it influences or informs.

Please comment below:

We tend to use this for basic information only. When considering providers and any trends/impact on providers we value the following data sets:

Ofsted statistics showing quality outcomes and movement in the sector

Financial benchmarking data available on the DFE web site

Information available on LAIT.

We also have a local consultative group and use other surveys such as those produced from time to time by organisations such as the PLA.

Please tell us: (b) What data you make most use of.

Please comment below:

As above

Please tell us: c) how you anticipate making use of the data in the future.

Please comment below:

The quarterly Ofsted information releases are analysed to look at trends in terms of quality issues facing providers and also movement in the market.

Survey of Childcare and Early Years Providers: Frequency

What are your views on the frequency of the survey up to 2020 and after 2020?

Please comment below:

Suggest a three yearly survey to look at trends over time. This would allow LAs to pick up on any survey concerns and make local policy changes if necessary.

Survey of Childcare and Early Years Providers: Sample

Do you agree we should exclude reception providers from the survey after 2018? Please explain the reason for your answer.

Please comment below:

It would be helpful to focus on this as a separate group.

It could be very useful in raising standards to understand specific issues related to reception provision - for example;

What are the staff ratios and qualifications?

What is the impact of completing the EYFSP?

What proportion of activity in the day is adult led compared to being child-led?

Is there suitable access to high quality outdoor provision?

HAs there been any exclusion within the reception class/ If so why?

Do you agree we should restrict the survey to cover wraparound care providers for children in the early years age range rather than 0-18

years? Please explain your answer.

Please comment below:

We would suggest any survey goes to all providers of 0-5s and that it is used to find out why some providers may not provide all year round wraparound care-

what are the barriers to them doing this.

Similarly if a survey could be sent to primary and secondary schools it would be interesting to know what the sectors offer and what barriers there may ( if any) be

to year round provision being established.

Do you agree we should restrict the survey to cover holiday care providers for children in the early years age range rather than 0-8 years?

Please explain your answer.

Please comment below:

It would be good to understand holiday arrangements for all ages , including secondary children.

What are your views on options for refining the sample coverage of the survey to focus on early years provision? Do you favour option a

or b outlined on page 16 of the consultation document?



Please comment below:

Option B might be more useful and should perhaps link to questions related to the use of stretch funding.

Survey of Childcare and Early Years Providers: Survey mode

Do you agree with the proposal to change the collection method to a mixed mode (online or telephone survey) from 2019, pending the

outcome of the mode experiment in 2018? Please explain your answer.

Please comment below:

No particular view.

Survey of Childcare and Early Years Providers: Topic coverage

What are you suggestions, if any, for:a) additional topics the survey could cover?

Please comment below:

Use of Stretch funding.

Use and impact of any additional funding such as inclusion funding.

Perhaps a question about supporting disadvantaged children- is access equitable to all?

What are your suggestions, if any, for: (b) amends that would improve the survey?

Please comment below:

What are your suggestions, if any, for: (c) deletions from the survey?

Please comment below:

Survey of Childcare and Early Years Providers: Outputs and dissemination

What are your ideas, if any, for how we could improve the survey outputs, key products and dissemination of results?

Please comment below:

Increase the use of online surveys.

Perhaps some questions could be linked to census collection information?

Confidentiality

Do you give permission for your name or organisation to be listed as responding to the consultation in the published response?

Yes

Contact with the Department for Education

Would you be willing for the Department for Education to contact you, if necessary, to clarify your response or discuss issues raised?

Yes
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