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Providing Your 
Own Affordable 

Home 

Including

Selfbuild

A bitesize guide 

Will there be restrictions? 

Yes. If you are granted planning consent 

for an affordable home, you would need to 

sign a s106 planning agreement. This 

controls who can occupy the property, who 

it can be sold to, and the maximum rent or 

sale price that can be charged. 

What is a s106 agreement? 
It is a legal document which forms part of 

the planning permission. There is guidance 

about this, and an example s106 agreement, 

available on the Council’s website at 

www.cornwall.gov.uk  

> Housing > Affordable housing >

Affordable Housing Policy > Section 106

Agreements

This guide is intended to cover the 

main points that you need to consider 
regarding selfbuild and providing your 
own affordable home. There is more 

detailed information available on the 
council’s website at  

www.cornwall.gov.uk 

> Housing > Affordable housing

Other bitesize guides in this series: 

• Understanding your s106 agreement,

including updating it

• Selling Your Affordable Home

• Renting-out your Affordable Home

• HomeBuy and Help To Buy South West

Prepared by: 

The Affordable Housing Team 

1 August 2014 

If you want help or advice on 
information in alternative formats or 
interpreter services 

please contact the affordable housing team 

If you would like this information 
in another format please contact: 

The Affordable Housing Team 
Cornwall Council 
New County Hall

Treyew Road 
Truro TR1 3AY

Telephone: 01872 326353 

Email: 

affordablehousing@cornwall.gov.uk 

www.cornwall.gov.uk 

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/
mailto:affordablehousing@cornwall.gov.uk


 

2 3 4                                                                  

 
 
 

Can I provide an affordable 

home for myself? 

If you have some land and want to have an 

affordable home built for yourself or a 

member of your family, you will need to 

familiarise yourself with the Council’s 

planning rules for doing this. Full guidance 

is available in the Affordable Housing 

Supplementary Planning Document, and 

this is available on the Council’s website at: 

www.cornwall.gov.uk/affordablehousingspd 

What about Selfbuild? 

The Council supports selfbuild, and 

encourages potential selfbuilders to 

familiarise themselves with the available 

guidance on the Council’s website at 

www.cornwall.gov.uk Housing > 

Affordable housing > Self Build 

Housing  

This provides essential advice, and links to 

useful information. Potential selfbuilders 

should study the selfbuild advice in the 

Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning 

Document, available at:  

www.cornwall.gov.uk/affordablehousingspd 

This also provides advice about getting 

together with others as part of a local 

selfbuild group. 

Funding selfbuild

There are not many banks or building 

societies that will provide finance for 

selfbuilt affordable housing, particularly 

where there is a s.106 planning obligation 

in place.  

Before submitting any proposals for 

selfbuilding, please make early 

enquiries about funding, and how much 

deposit will be needed. 

Have you explored what is 

already available? 

Hundreds of affordable homes become 

available every year, both new ones and 

existing ones where current occupiers want 

to move-on. If you live in an area where 

opportunities already exist, or where 

affordable housing development is already 

planned, you may not be successful in 

applying for planning permission to provide 

your own.  

Information about applying for affordable 

housing to rent or to buy is available from 

the Council’s website at:

www.cornwall.gov.uk > Housing > 

Affordable housing 

Do I qualify for affordable 

housing? 

If you do wish to provide an affordable home 

for yourself, the intended occupants do need 

to meet certain requirements. You would 

need to complete a Single Dwelling 

Questionnaire so that circumstances can 

be assessed; this includes proof that you 

cannot afford to rent or buy on the open 

market. The Government’s Help To Buy 

agency will assess your eligibility on behalf 

of Cornwall Council. 

Single Dwelling 
Questionnaire
This can be found on the Council’s website 

at www.cornwall.gov.uk > Housing > 

Affordable housing 

Will I get planning 
permission? 

You can apply for in-principle advice about 

your proposals by submitting a Pre-

Application planning enquiry. There is a fee 

for doing this. Follow the advice on our 

website about how to submit a pre-

application enquiry: 

www.cornwall.gov.uk > Environment 

and planning > Planning > Advice and

guidance > Pre-application advice

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/affordablehousingspd
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/affordablehousingspd
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/



