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Our consultation in 2016 looked at three diff erent route 
options between the A30 and the A391 at Singlerose 
Roundabout.   Your feedback at that time allowed us to 
make some important and well informed decisions about 
how best to make this new road work, not only for the 
improvement from the A30 to St Austell but as importantly, 
what may happen to the roads in the surrounding villages 
aft er it has opened. 

Foreword

Since that time, we’ve made real progress with 
the plans and have secured the necessary funding 
commitments, subject to completing certain 
processes, to allow us to be really positive about 
building this road.  We are now at a vital stage and 
we are about to submit a planning application for the 
new road and this exhibition will give you the chance 
to see the plans before we submit the application.

As well as showing you progress on the new link road, 
this exhibition is also our opportunity to start a series 
of engagement events so that you can let us know 
your thoughts about opportunities to enhance the 
surrounding village roads once the new road is open; 
this is a vital part of the overall project and a great 
opportunity for us to work together to bring a lasting 
legacy to people in the area.
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The story so far
The lack of a quality link from the A30 to St Austell has 
hampered the economic development of Cornwall’s largest 
town and its surrounding area, including the China Clay region. 
Previous attempts to secure funding for such a 
scheme proved unsuccessful, but in 2016, the 
Government asked for bids from local authorities as 
part of a £475m fund for Large Local Major Schemes 
Programme, and the link road proposal was a perfect 
fit for this funding opportunity.

Providing this last link between the A30 and the A391 
at Singlerose Roundabout will make journeys safer, 
quicker and more reliable, as well as improving life 
for the nearby communities and supporting regional 
economic growth.

To deliver this new road, we have already been 
looking in detail at the scheme for the last two years 
and we now have enough detail and information to 
start the planning application process.  

The timeline opposite shows the progress so far.

Early 2016: The new section of the A391 at 
Carloddon was opened to the public

June 2016: Three options were considered, as 
part of a public consultation, between the A30 
and the Stenalees roundabout

2016/17: Options developed and financial, 
traff ic, economic and environmental impacts 
assessed in detail

March 2017: The ‘Roche route’ was approved 
by Cornwall Council Cabinet. The bid for 
funding, was submitted to the Government

November 2017: The Government approved 
the scheme for funding subject to completion 
of formal processes

November 2017 to present: Design, 
investigations, surveys and planning 
progressed to allow a planning application to 
be submitted in December 2018

October 2018: Public exhibitions held to give 
opportunity for public to view latest planspeople attended the exhibitions 

in 2016 with over 70% support 
for a new link road 

Over

Around

1200

400
local businesses 
were contacted, with 
90% supporting the 
new road

The new road will take 19,000 vehicles a day 
when first opened, rising to 24,000 by 2037, 
traff ic through Roche and Bugle will drop 
between 57% and 75%

70%

90%

The new road is predicted to
significantly improve
journey times
and reliability between
St Austell and key destinations

The new road will improve 
conditions for business, 
jobs and investment – 
every £1 invested is 
expected to generate 
an economic benefit of 
between £2 and £3  
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Developing the scheme
When we consulted with the local community in 2016, there 
was clear support for the ‘Roche Route’ and this option 
became the preferred route for the new link road. 

Taking this forward, we developed a more detailed 
design in order to produce a robust business case 
to submit to the Government, and funding for the 
project was approved in November 2017.

Since then we have been carrying out vital 
investigation work to provide us with the information 
needed to ensure we get the design right.

This work has included surveys of the existing 
ground, looking at drainage along the route, and 
using ground radar to assess what obstructions there 
may be under the surface which cannot be seen by 
eye.  

The latest investigations include taking detailed 
samples of the soil and analysing the rock formations 
to make sure we know the make-up of the ground 
along the entire road.

All parts of the design have been assessed to ensure 
they comply with safety standards, and we have 
also looked to ‘design out’ high cost items to ensure 
the scheme remains within budget.  This review 
has resulted in the relocation of the proposed 
roundabout junctions along with adjustments to the 
heights of the embankments and cuttings.  

The basic design for the new link road is now ‘fixed’ 
which has allowed us to develop all the reports 
and assessments we need for the final planning 
application.

While we have been doing this, we have also been 
looking at what is possible to do on the existing roads 
in the surrounding villages and have been discussing 
these initial thoughts with local representatives.  We 
are looking for your thoughts on this at the exhibition 
as we really want to work with the local community 
to develop the plans together.
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The scheme
The route has changed very little from the proposal which we 
asked you to consider in the 2016 consultation.  
There has been a lot of detailed considerations which 
have taken into account to allow the design to be 
developed.  The scheme will include features such as 
climbing lanes, gravel escape lanes, drainage ponds, 
laybys and underbridges.  The design also takes care 
to avoid important historical features, areas of steep 
or unstable land, electricity cables and gas pipes.

On the exhibition banners we have shown the 
scheme in more detail with an explanation of the key 
considerations, this is also available on the scheme 
website.  
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What will happen 
to existing roads?
We will need to consider what will happen on surrounding 
roads and villages once the new road is open. There will be 
changes to the amount of traff ic on the existing roads in the 
area which could lead to diff erent driver behaviours.

Due to this, we need to develop proposals on how 
to stop speeding and rat-running where needed 
and also to make improvements to the village 
environment. 

We have discussed some initial thoughts with local 
representatives and we now want to engage with the 
wider communities to develop these proposals over 
the coming months.  

This exhibition is the beginning of that process and 
we look forward to hearing what you think. 

What will happen to traff ic while 
the new road is being built?
While we are building the new road, there will be 
some impact on the surrounding roads and we may 
have to close some temporarily, possibly for long 
periods.  We are looking at what we need to do to 
maintain bus routes and services.

It is important that we help create an environment that improves 
the lives and safety for local residents and business, doing this 
together will give the best opportunity to make a legacy for all.  
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Walking, cycling 
and horse riding

We have looked at all impacts and opportunities and 
discussed them with the Cornwall Countryside Access 
Forum and Sustrans, the national cycling charity, to 
arrive at a proposal for the area around the new road.

Where the new road crosses existing public rights of 
way, new routes will be created and allowing crossing 
of the road using roundabout islands and two new 
bridges under the road.

When the new road is complete, there will be new routes 
for walking, cycling and horse riding; the road will also 
impact on some existing routes.

We will be creating five and a half miles of new 
paths, some alongside the road, some to the side 
of the new cuttings and embankments, and some 
connecting to existing trails.

Most of the new paths will be suitable for 
walking, cycling and horse riding, giving greater 
opportunity for leisure and recreation.

A detailed plan of the proposed changes and 
enhancements is available to view on the scheme 
website.

The new paths will be suitable for all 
forms of walking, cycling and horse 
ridging, with wide trails suitable for 
all, giving greater opportunity for 
leisure and recreation. 
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Landscape and 
the environment

We are now finalising an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) which will assess the likely 
significant environmental impacts of the scheme 
whilst it is being built and also when it is completed 
and in use.  The EIA will consider how the 
development will impact upon the environment by 
looking at the following topics: 
•• Air quality
•• Noise and vibration
•• Cultural heritage
•• Landscape and visual 
•• Habitats and biodiversity
•• Geology, soils and contaminated land 
•• Road drainage and the water environment
•• People and communities
•• Health impact assessment
•• Materials and waste
•• Climate change 

The EIA will identify opportunities to prevent, reduce 
and where possible, remove any significant negative 
environmental impacts. Additionally, we are aspiring 
for the operational scheme to have an overall 
increase in biodiversity net gain. 

The results of the EIA will be presented within an 
Environmental Statement and submitted as part of 
the planning application.

While considering the eff ect and opportunities for 
the landscape and environment we will continue 
to assess opportunities for making enhancements 
which will include:  
1 Replanting heathland within the Hensbarrow 

County Wildlife Site.
2 Woodland belt planting and Cornish hedges 

along the majority of the route to ensure 
landscape integration and visual screening.

3 Planting of species-rich meadows to enhance 
ecological corridors.

4 Identifying areas for public art and 
interpretation panels which will showcase 
biodiversity and heritage assets and add 
interest to the scheme.

5 Equestrian, pedestrian and cycle routes along 
the length of the route.  

6 Drainage ponds will be enhanced in order 
to improve water quality and encourage 
biodiversity.

7 Implementing an invasive non-native species 
management plan to reduce the number 
present in the area;

8 Identifying flagship wildlife species for the 
scheme and create or enhance habitats to 
encourage growth within the area.

A vital part of any major building scheme and a legal 
requirement for the planning application is to have a 
complete understanding on the environmental impacts 
and opportunities.

Image: iStockphoto.com

An overview plan of proposed 
landscape and environmental 
measures is available to view 
on our website.
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What happens next?

Following these exhibitions, we will be completing 
the reports we need to submit as part of the planning 
applications, much of this is already complete but 
we need to ensure all the wildlife surveys have a 
complete ‘season’ of surveys; the length of survey 
season for some species such as bats extends to the 
end of October.

Once we submit the planning application, the 
submission will be reviewed by subject experts to 
assess if it meets planning law and local requirements 
and give people the opportunity to comment on the 
proposals.  There is a minimum period of 16 weeks for 
this before the Planning Committee makes a decision 
on planning approval, which we anticipate will be at 
the meeting on 4 April 2019.

Once we have planning permission we have three 
important steps to complete:
1 Ensure we have acquired all the land we need for 

the road. 
2 Publish changes to road classifications/numbers 

and remove highway rights where roads will no 
longer exist, called a Side Roads Order.

3 Appoint a contractor to complete the design and 
build the road.

Once we have all of these in place we can then submit 
a final business case to The Government for them to 
release the funds to build the scheme.

Scheme timeline

In order to build the road and village enhancements to the 
agreed timescales, we still have a great deal to do over the 
next 18 months to start work on the ground by Spring 2020.  

October 2018: A series of public exhibitions 
held to give the opportunity for the public to 
view the latest plans and engage on how the 
road in surrounding villages will change 

Dec 2018: Submit planning application

April 2019: Notification of planning permission

Summer 2019: Appoint contractor to finalise 
design and build the road

Late 2019: Finalise design 

December 2019: Submit final business case
to Government

Spring 2020: Final decision made by 
Government

Spring 2020: Start construction

Late 2021/early 2022: Open road

Spring to Autumn 2022: Build traff ic 
enhancements in surrounding villages



10 St Austell to A30 Link Road

We have a dedicated webpage that we will be using 
to show updates not only following the exhibition but 
also throughout the coming months and years.  Please 
visit this regularly to keep in touch.

We will also be in regular contact with the local Parish 
and Town Councils as well as local representatives.  We 
will ensure that important information is available and 
the local communities are kept informed.

We will be following this exhibition with further 
engagement opportunities to discuss the work that 
could happen in the villages following the road being 
opened, if you feel you could contribute to this work 
over the coming months and years we would like to 
hear from you.

Find out more 
and keep in touch

Further information is available online at: 
www.cornwall.gov.uk/a30tostaustell

Alternatively you can contact the
project team:

St Austell to A30 Team, Floor 4, Zone B
Pydar House, Pydar Street, Truro TR1 1XU

Email: a30tostaustell@cornwall.gov.uk
Telephone: 0300 1234 222



...create improved road connections to the rest of the UK, 
other Cornish towns including key destinations such as 
Newquay Airport and the Aerohub Enterprise Zone.

...provide traff ic relief to Roche and Bugle and other nearby 
villages; particularly by reducing heavy goods traff ic through 
their centres to create environmental benefits for local 
residents and improve opportunities for small village shops 
and commercial enterprises to grow.

...improve access to mid Cornwall’s existing and new 
employment sites, support economic growth and improve the 
competitiveness of St Austell as a location to do business.

The new road will...
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If you would like this information in another format or language:
Email: comments@cornwall.gov.uk
Telephone: 0300 1234 100
Write: Cornwall Council, County Hall
Treyew Road, Truro  TR1 3AY
www.cornwall.gov.uk

Further information is available online at:
www.cornwall.gov.uk/a30tostaustell

Alternatively you can contact the project team:

A30 to St Austell Team
Floor 4, Zone B,
Pydar House, 
Pydar Street, 
Truro TR1 1XU

Email: a30tostaustell@cornwall.gov.uk
Telephone: 0300 1234 222

Further 
information


