Request for further information and questions from the Examiner to Cornwall Council and Lanner
Parish Council
In addition to the questions I raised on 17 September 2018, I have a supplementary question for
both Councils regarding the proposed Local Green Space Designations in Policy Twenty Four of the
Neighbourhood Plan. I would therefore be grateful if both Councils could assist me, as appropriate,
in answering the following questions.
Local Green Space Designations
The National Planning Policy Framework, at para 77, sets out specific criteria which Local Green
Spaces are required to meet, and states:

77. The Local Green Space designation will not be appropriate for most green areas or open space.
The designation should only be used:


where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves



where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular
local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value
(including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife



where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land

The draft Neighbourhood Plan proposes that two very large of open space - a total of 11ha at
Tresavean Mine (Map 9) and 38 acres at Carn Marth (Map 10) - are designated as Local Green Space.
Both are of a significantly larger scale than the other four sites proposed for designation as Local
Green Space and could arguably be described as extensive tracts of land. I would therefore be
grateful for both councils’ views on how the designation of the Tresavean Mine and Carn Marth as
Local Green Space complies with the NPPF and, as an alternative, whether any other approaches
could be considered.
Thank you for your assistance with these questions. Once I have received your responses, I may
need to ask for further clarification or further queries may arise as the examination progresses.
Please note that these questions and requests for information is a public document and the answers
and any associated documents will also be in the public domain. Both my questions and the
responses should be placed on the Councils’ websites as appropriate.
Barbara Maksymiw

28 September 2018

SG Response - In answer to the Examiner’s question the first point is that we were unsure whether
Local Green Space designation requires conformity to all three of the criteria quoted in NPPF
paragraph 77 or whether two out of three or even one would be sufficient. The overwhelming
expression from the community in all our consultation events was that both areas of land are very
special to the community as part of the local landscape, as a reflection of its historic routes and use
for exercise and reflective recreation.
I will describe the circumstances of each in some detail.
Carn Marth
The area here is owned and managed by the Carn Marth Trust, a charity. It had been used for
quarrying and was purchased with both private and public funds in 1986. This was after a successful
campaign to prevent the resumption of quarrying on the Carn by Penventon Concrete. The Carn
Marth Trust, formerly the Carn Marth Protection Group, was established firstly to campaign for and
latterly to safeguard the area. On formation, the Trust revoked all planning permissions so that
quarrying could no longer be carried out. The ethos of the group is to safeguard the area for walkers,
riders and others to enjoy. To that end they have stabilised the quarry face, created a bund around
the rim of the quarry and fenced it. They have also created a safe area around the lake for
fishermen/swimmers. They have also cleared footpaths on the rougher areas to allow greater
accessibility.
The Trust has offered no objection to the proposed designation and the Trust chairman has been a
member of the NDP Steering Group throughout its work.
The Carn is reasonably accessible to walkers and horse riders from the village and its surrounds. It is
also used from time to time by classes from Lanner school and Lanner scout group. There are the
beginnings of discussions between the Trust and the parish council to take on ownership rights and
responsibilities as the cost of management escalates.
Although the Carn has AGLV designation, it is felt that Local Green Space designation will afford
additional protection and show intent as to its future.
There has, in the last few weeks, been a move by an outside body to register the site as Common
Land. This is being vigorously opposed by the Trust and the parish council, not least because it could
adversely affect the financial capacity of the Trust to meet management duties for health and safety
as they may arise.
Additional information provided on 15th October 2018 - The application for registration of a further
part of Carn Marth is being objected to by the parish council and by the Carn Marth Trust which
owns the land. Part of the application site includes the car park to the amphitheatre which is kept
locked between productions to avoid campers and others using it. The amphitheatre has been
excluded from the application. At the top of the hill, inside the application site, is a lake (water filled
quarry) the safety of which the Trust are seeking to improve. It is used for fishing, swimming and
horse swimming. The cost of initiating further safety improvements would be beyond the Trust’s
financial resources as they’ve been advised a licence for each required action would cost in excess of
£4,500. The parish council has started early talks to support the Trust although registration as
common land could bring any discussions to a prompt halt. The joint feeling is that the best interests
of the community in maximising safe, unfettered access to the Carn are in keeping it free from
further common land registration thus allowing the Trust and parish council to continue working
together.

Tresavean Mine
This area, owned by Cornwall Council, was purchased for public open space and received grant
funding for extensive mineshaft capping. It has good footpath and bridleway access to Lanner village
and to local farms and rural residences. The parish council is seeking to acquire it from the Unitary
Authority under devolution. Cornwall Council only manage the land to minimum standards and it
merits better attention for public access and for maintaining and enhancing biodiversity. The area is
also subject to fairly frequent unlawful access by trial bikes and other motor vehicles which need
restricting to allow safe pedestrian use.
The site has no protection from a planning perspective yet its role in Cornwall’s mining history is
substantial. So, as for Carn Marth, designation as a Local Green Space is sought to afford both
protection and recognition. Protection, to enable safe access and use by the public; recognition, to
signal its importance and help attract funding for safety and enhancement work. There are no other
forms of protection which are readily available to the sites or the community’s use of them.
Both sites are within easy walking distance of the village and are regularly used for walking, riding,
and dog exercise. They provide a natural, informal environment with good open views and are
prized by the community. The value which the community attaches to each is well demonstrated in
the Consultation Statement. The character of both sites is intrinsic to Lanner’s physical character and
iconic in its self-identity. The sites are relatively large but are not (surprisingly) within the WHS
designation and are not SSSIs. The proposed designation affords some measure of protection
recognising their value and significance.
CC Response - Both areas are shown as ‘Natural and semi-natural green spaces, Green corridors,
accessible countryside in urban fringe areas ‘on the CC mapping and are designated as Access Land
under the CROW Act.

This designation in itself does not give any protection to the land. Whilst there is a public right of
access on such land, subject to the restrictions in Schedule 1 of the Countryside and Rights of Way
Act 2000, there is nothing to stop the owner of such land putting in a planning application on access
land. The Open Spaces officer advises that they are not close enough to the main urban area of
Redruth to be designated as strategic open space.
Part of Carn Marth is protected as being registered common land marked in green on the map
below. There is also a current registration under way to register further areas of the site (see map
below.) This would give considerable protection to Carn Marth

The Tresavean Mine site is owned by Cornwall Council and a substantial part of it is designated as
Access land under the CROW Act. I have checked with the property department and they are not
aware of any plans to develop this site. It is remote from the settlement boundary an, as a former
mine, likely to have site issues that would make development unlikely.

