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Policy Context 

 

The Localism requires LPAs to report on the implementation of the local 
development scheme and the extent to which the policies set out in the 

local development documents are being achieved. 
 
The Local Planning Regulations of The Town and Country Planning (Local 

Planning) (England) Regulations (March 2012) Part 8 section 34 (1) sets 
out what must be contained in a LPAs Authority Monitoring Report which 

includes: 
 

a) The titles of the documents in the local development scheme (LDS); 

b) In relation to each document; 

(i) The milestones set out in the LDS for its preparation; 

(ii) The stage the document has reached in its 

preparation; 

(iii) If the preparation of the document has fallen behind 

its milestone and reasons why; 

c) If the document has been adopted or approved within the 

milestones specified in the LDS with a statement of that 

achievement; 

The rest of section 34 (2)-(8) sets out how the LPA is to report on: the 
implementation of policy (2); achievement against targets (3); the 
number of neighbourhood development orders or neighbourhood 

development plans which are made (4); Information regarding whether 
the LPA has prepared a report pursuant to regulation 62 of the 

Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations 2010, reporting the 
information required in regulation 62(4) (5); what actions the LPA have 
taken in co-operation with other LPAs, county councils, bodies or other 

persons prescribed under 33A of the Localism Act, giving details of these 
actions undertaken during the period of the report (6); LPAs must ensure 

all up to date information collected for monitoring is available in 
accordance with regulation 35 as soon as possible (7); neighbourhood 
development orders which have the meaning given in section 61E of the 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990.   
 

As the Cornwall Local Plan has not been either approved or adopted as 
prescribed by the Local Planning Regulations, there are no relevant 

policies in which to gauge section 34 (2)-(8).  This monitor will therefore 
only address progress in the implementation of the local development 
scheme required of Section 34 (1). 
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Local Development Scheme 

 

The purpose of this section is to assess the progress of the main 
documents associated with the Local Plan against milestones set out in the 

latest Local Development Scheme (LDS) for the county.  
 
The Cornwall Local Plan will provide the planning policy framework for 

Cornwall. However before then, Cornwall Council has inherited a number 
of existing development plans and guidance from the former district Local 

Plans. Policies within these documents that have been saved under the Act 
will remain in force and will continue to provide the basis for planning 
decisions until replaced by subsequent DPDs. 

 

The main purpose of the LDS is to provide the starting point for the local 
community and stakeholders to find out what documents the Council 

intends to produce as part of the Local Plan over a three year period. It 
gives; a brief description of each document; the timetable for their 

production; key milestones; and how it will be monitored.  It will also be 
used to measure Cornwall Council’s plan making performance. 
 

The revocation of the Regional Spatial Strategies by the Government had 
an impact on the original LDS which prompted the need to revise it.  The 

revised LDS was approved by the Cabinet of Cornwall Council on 13th 
October 2010 and was submitted to the Secretary of State and came into 
effect on the 25th March 2011. In consequence to the changes in the 

planning system introduced by the Localism Act (November 2011), the 
Local Planning Regulations (March 2012), and the National Planning Policy 

Framework (March 2012), the LDS needed to be revised again.  The 
current revised LDS was approved by the Cabinet of Cornwall Council on 

the 7th November 2012.  The Localism Act, Section 113 no longer required 
LPAs to seek approval from the Secretary of State. 
 

 

Progress on LDS Implementation April 2011-March 2012 

 

The schedule below sets out the names of the documents in the LDS and 
their key milestones as required of the Local Planning Regulations 2012: 

34 (1); The following is an assessment of the progress made by Cornwall 
Council in Development Plan Production over the last year.  

 
A summary of the proposed key milestones contained in the LDS for each 
DPD are outlined below.  

 
• The Local Plan Issues and Options went to consultation from 7th 

February 2011 to 28th April 2011 on schedule. The responses from 
this consultation were reported to the Planning Policy Advisory 
Panel in June 2011 and informed on developing the Preferred 

Options; 
• The Local Plan Preferred Options went to consultation from 9th 

January 2012 to 2nd March 2012 on schedule; The progression of 
the Preferred options were reported to the Planning Policy Advisory 
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Panel in August and November 2011 and to Cornwall Council 
Cabinet on 12th October 2011; 

• The Local Plan Pre-Submission draft has been set back in the 
timetabled progression by probably 4 to 6 months from that 

identified in the current revised LDS. This delay is due to the 
‘referral’ of the Pre-submission draft of the Local Plan by Full 
Council on 11th December 2012 as members of Cornwall Council 

were unable to reach a decision to allow a consensus.  The draft 
Local Plan has now been referred back to a meeting of the Planning 

Policy Advisory Panel in January 2013 with a view to 
reconsideration by Full Council in February 2013. Dates for these 
meetings are yet to be confirmed; 

• The Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) was adopted on 
schedule in February 2012. 

 
 


