
Ask your Unit Registration Offi cer for more information or visit
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/armedforces

NEVER REGISTERED TO VOTE? 

RECENTLY CHANGED ADDRESS?





You need to be on the electoral register to vote in all UK elections
and referendums
This booklet applies to England, Wales and Scotland. Separate arrangements apply in Northern Ireland.
For more information about arrangements in Northern Ireland, see the back cover of this booklet.

Individual Electoral Registration
The registration system is changing. The new system is called ‘Individual Electoral Registration’.

This started on 10 June 2014 in England and Wales, and on 19 September 2014 in Scotland.

The new system asks you for a few more details – your National Insurance number and date of birth –
meaning that the electoral register will be more secure and more resistant to threats of electoral fraud.
It also means that people will be able to register to vote online (www.gov.uk/register-to-vote).

How can I vote?
You can vote in one of three ways.

■ By post if you want your ballot paper sent to you. You need to consider whether there is enough
time to receive your postal vote, complete and return it so that it arrives by 10pm on polling day.
Postal votes that arrive after this time will not be counted. You cannot vote in person if you have
applied to vote by post.

■ By proxy when you ask someone you know and trust to vote on your behalf. Your proxy can either
vote for you at your polling station or by post. 

■ In person if you are able to go to the polling station where you are registered to vote on polling
day. If you have appointed a proxy, you can still vote in person at your polling station as long as
your proxy has not already voted for you or applied to vote for you by post.

If you want to vote by post or by proxy, you need to fill in one of the application forms that are included
later in this booklet. Note: where the registration form refers to ‘returning your form’, you should 
return it to your local Electoral Registration Office. You can find their contact details at
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk. Where the registration form uses the term ‘we’, this refers to the local
Electoral Registration Officer.

Contents
1 Electoral registration form for a member of Her Majesty's Armed Forces, their spouse 

or civil partner – England & Wales only.

2 Electoral registration form for a member of Her Majesty's Armed Forces, their spouse 
or civil partner – Scotland only.

3 Application to vote by post for a member of Her Majesty's Armed Forces, their spouse 
or civil partner.

4 Application to vote by proxy for a member of Her Majesty's Armed Forces, their spouse 
or civil partner.



If you are a member of the Armed Forces, or the spouse or registered civil 
partner of a member of the Armed Forces, and you are a British, Irish or 
qualifying Commonwealth or EU citizen you can register either as a service 
voter or as an ordinary voter. The way you choose to register will depend on 
your personal circumstances.

•  You can register as a service voter using this form or by registering 
online at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote. This allows you to be registered 

time. Registering as a service voter is particularly useful if you are based 
overseas

•  If you are based in the UK and are unlikely to be posted overseas or 

an ordinary voter online by visiting www.gov.uk/register-to-vote or by 
completing a registration form which you can request by contacting us 
using the details above.

 

contact details.

How to register as a service voter
1

  •
However, this does not mean you need to be physically present at 

because you are posted abroad, you may still be resident at that 
address, provided the property remains your permanent home.

   •  Whether you are resident at an address will depend on your individual 
circumstances. If you have any doubts about whether you are resident at 

for advice. 

2 Make sure you sign the declaration.

3  Return your completed form to us at the address shown above.

Register to vote as soon as you can, or it may be too late to vote in the 

Go online
 

www.gov.uk/register-to-vote

Who is eligible to 
register to vote?

 
if you are:

•    
or would if you weren’t a member 
of the Armed Forces or their 
spouse/civil partner), and

•   aged 16 or over (although you 
won’t be able to vote until you 
are 18).

•   a British, Irish or European Union 
citizen, or

•   a Commonwealth citizen who 

who does not require leave to 

Electoral registration form  
for a member of Her Majesty’s  
Armed Forces, their spouse or  
civil partner 



Form 1 – England & Wales only

Electoral registration form for a member of Her Majesty’s  
Armed Forces, their spouse or civil partner

Register to vote
Use black ink and write in CAPITALS or go online at  
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.

Go online
 

www.gov.uk/register-to-vote

Your name and address
Forename(s)  

  

Surname

 

       Postcode

This address is where:

 I am currently living.

  I would be living if I or my spouse or civil partner were not in the  
Armed Forces and posted abroad.

 I have lived in the past.

       Postcode

where you would like to register.  
This can be:

•  the address where you or your 
spouse or civil partner are currently 
living

•   if you or your spouse or civil partner 
are posted abroad and not resident 

you would be living if you or your 
spouse or civil partner were not 
posted abroad.

If you cannot say where you are or 
would be living, give an address 
where you have lived in the past. 

Changed your name in the last 12 months?
  

If yes, please give us your previous name.

        

married.

Moved in the last 12 months?
  

If yes, please give any previous address where you have lived during 
the last year.

       Postcode

  



Form 1 – England & Wales only

Your date of birth 

If you don’t know your date of birth, please tick if you are:

 Under 18     18–70     

 Don’t know your exact date of birth? 
Please give the date of birth you put on 

your passport or driving licence) or tick 

Your National Insurance number
 

If you cannot tell us your National 
Insurance number, we may need to 
ask you for proof of your identity. 
We will contact you about this, and 
it may take longer to deal with your 
application.

Your service details
Rank or rating

  

  Army     Royal Air Force

Service number

  

Regiment or corps (Army only) 

  

Brigade, squadron or other organisational details

  

   
and have given their service details above.

Don’t know your date of birth, nationality or  
National Insurance number?
Please tell us why.

Your nationality

       

 If you have more than one 
nationality, please include them all. 

may check your immigration status 

include you on the electoral register.

Contact details
Telephone number(s) including country code

Email address (if you have one) in CAPITALS

contact details, but if you do it will 
help us if we need to contact you 
about your registration.



Declaration

Commonwealth citizen.

spouse or civil partner were not serving in the Armed Forces.
To the best of my knowledge, the information in this form is true.  
I understand that the information I have given on this form will be used  
on the electoral register.
I understand that if I do not make an application for registration when 

I understand that if I knowingly give false information in this form, I could 

Signature  Date
 

Qualifying Commonwealth citizens 
are people who have leave to enter 

require such leave.

Now return the form
Send the signed form in the reply-paid 
envelope – or to the address on  
page 1 of this form.

When we receive 
your form
    If we need more information –  

or, if you are a Commonwealth 
citizen, about your immigration 
status – we will contact you.

   If you are eligible, we will send you 

electoral register. If you are aged  
16 or 17, we will let you know  
when you are on the register.

Can’t vote in person?
If you are unable to go to the polling station in person on polling day, 
please choose how you would like to vote and we will send you a form.

 By post

 

form at www.aboutmyvote.co.uk.

We will only use the information  
you give us for electoral purposes.  
We will look after personal information 
securely and we will follow the Data 
Protection Act 1998. We will not give 
personal information about you and 
the other people in your household to 
anyone else or another organisation 
unless we have to by law.

Other information
The open register
There are two registers. Why?

 
keep two registers – the electoral register and the open register  
(also known as the edited register).

The electoral register 
The electoral register lists the  
names and addresses of everyone 
who is registered to vote in public 
elections. The register is used  
for electoral purposes, such as 
making sure only eligible people  
can vote. It is also used for other 

such as:

• detecting crime (e.g. fraud)

• calling people for jury service

• checking credit applications.

The open register
 

of the electoral register, but is not  
used for elections. It can be bought 
by any person, company or 

 
used by businesses and charities  

included in the open register unless 
you ask for them to be removed. 
Removing your details from the  
open register does not affect your 
right to vote.

 
be used at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.

Registering anonymously?
 I have also submitted an application to register anonymously.

The open register
  I don’t want my name and address to be included in the open register.

There’s more information about  
the open register at the bottom of  
this page.

Form 1 – England & Wales only



Electoral registration form for a member of Her Majesty’s  
Armed Forces, their spouse or civil partner

Register to vote
Use black ink and write in CAPITALS or go online at  
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.

Go online
 

www.gov.uk/register-to-vote

Your name and address
Forename(s)  

  

Surname

 

       Postcode

This address is where:

 I am currently living.

  I would be living if I or my spouse or civil partner were not in the  
Armed Forces and posted abroad.

 I have lived in the past.

       Postcode

where you would like to register.  
This can be:

•  the address where you or your 
spouse or civil partner are currently 
living

•   if you or your spouse or civil partner 
are posted abroad and not resident 

you would be living if you or your 
spouse or civil partner were not 
posted abroad.

If you cannot say where you are or 
would be living, give an address 
where you have lived in the past. 

Changed your name in the last 12 months?
  

If yes, please give us your previous name.

        

married.

Moved in the last 12 months?
  

If yes, please give any previous address where you have lived during 
the last year.

       Postcode

  

Form 2 – Scotland only



Your date of birth 

If you don’t know your date of birth, please tick if you are:

 Under 18       

 Don’t know your exact date of birth? 
Please give the date of birth you put on 

your passport or driving licence) or tick 

Your National Insurance number
 

If you cannot tell us your National 
Insurance number, we may need to 
ask you for proof of your identity. 
We will contact you about this, and 
it may take longer to deal with your 
application.

Your service details
Rank or rating

  

  Army     Royal Air Force

Service number

  

Regiment or corps (Army only) 

  

Brigade, squadron or other organisational details

  

   
and have given their service details above.

Don’t know your date of birth, nationality or  
National Insurance number?
Please tell us why.

Your nationality

       

 If you have more than one 
nationality, please include them all. 

may check your immigration status 

include you on the electoral register.

Contact details
Telephone number(s) including country code

Email address (if you have one) in CAPITALS

contact details, but if you do it will 
help us if we need to contact you 
about your registration.

Form 2 – Scotland only



Declaration

Commonwealth citizen.

spouse or civil partner were not serving in the Armed Forces.
To the best of my knowledge, the information in this form is true.  
I understand that the information I have given on this form will be used  
on the electoral register.
I understand that if I do not make an application for registration when 

I understand that if I knowingly give false information in this form, I could 

Signature  Date
 

Qualifying Commonwealth citizens 
are people who have leave to enter 

require such leave.

Now return the form
Send the signed form in the reply-paid 
envelope – or to the address on  
page 1 of this form.

When we receive 
your form
    If we need more information –  

or, if you are a Commonwealth 
citizen, about your immigration 
status – we will contact you.

   If you are eligible, we will send you 

electoral register. If you are aged  
16 or 17, we will let you know  
when you are on the register.

Can’t vote in person?
If you are unable to go to the polling station in person on polling day, 
please choose how you would like to vote and we will send you a form.

 By post

 

form at www.aboutmyvote.co.uk.

We will only use the information  
you give us for electoral purposes.  
We will look after personal information 
securely and we will follow the Data 
Protection Act 1998. We will not give 
personal information about you and 
the other people in your household to 
anyone else or another organisation 
unless we have to by law.

Other information
The open register
There are two registers. Why?

 
keep two registers – the electoral register and the open register  
(also known as the edited register).

The electoral register 
The electoral register lists the  
names and addresses of everyone 
who is registered to vote in public 
elections. The register is used  
for electoral purposes, such as 
making sure only eligible people  
can vote. It is also used for other 

such as:

• detecting crime (e.g. fraud)

• calling people for jury service

• checking credit applications.

The open register
 

of the electoral register, but is not  
used for elections. It can be bought 
by any person, company or 

 
used by businesses and charities  

included in the open register unless 
you ask for them to be removed. 
Removing your details from the  
open register does not affect your 
right to vote.

 
be used at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.

Registering anonymously?
 I have also submitted an application to register anonymously.

The open register
  I don’t want my name and address to be included in the open register.

There’s more information about  
the open register at the bottom of  
this page.

Form 2 – Scotland only



Voting by post

How do I apply to vote by post?
Only electors who are (or will be) registered individually are entitled to apply to vote by post. If you
registered to vote on or after 10 June 2014 in England and Wales, or 19 September 2014 in Scotland,
you will be registered individually. For further information contact your local Electoral Registration
Office. You can find their contact details at www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Fill in the postal vote application form overleaf (Form 3).

Make sure you give your date of birth and signature. You need to fill in every section, even if you
have already given the information on your Service Voter registration form.

Send your completed application form to the Electoral Registration Office in the area where you
are registering as soon as possible. You can find the address at www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

You must return your postal vote application form by 5pm, 11 working days before an election or
referendum. Be aware that if you are not already registered to vote, your application to register
must have reached the Electoral Registration Officer by midnight, 12 working days before 
the poll.

If in doubt, speak to your Unit Registration Officer.

What happens after I have applied to vote by post?
■ When an election or referendum is going to be held, your ballot paper will be sent to you in 

the post.

■ If it has not arrived 4 working days before the poll, contact the Electoral Registration Office in the
area where you are registered for a replacement ballot paper. You can find contact details on
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

■ When you receive your ballot paper, you need to mark your vote, and then sign and give your date
of birth on the postal voting statement. These will be checked against your original application to
ensure the security of your vote.

■ Make sure you return your postal vote so that it arrives by close of poll on polling day, otherwise
it will not be counted. A Freepost envelope is included in your postal ballot pack. But, if you are
sending it from overseas, you will need to use the BFPO service (free of charge) or pay the
postage. If it is too late to post your postal vote back and you are in the area where you are
registered, you can hand it in on polling day. Contact your local Electoral Registration Office for
more details about this. You can find the contact details at www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

1

2

3

4



Only one person can apply to vote by post using this form. Please write in black ink and use 
BLOCK LETTERS. When you have completed every section and signed the form yourself, send it 
to your local electoral registration office. You can get the address at www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Address for ballot paper

Please send my ballot paper to:

Address

Postcode

The reason I would like my ballot paper sent to this
address, rather than my registered address is:

Your date of birth and declaration

About you

Surname

First names (in full)

Your address 
(where you are registered to vote)

Postcode

Daytime telephone or mobile number (optional)

E-mail address (optional)

How long do you want a postal vote for?

I want to vote by post at all elections or
referendums(tick one box only):

■ until further notice (permanent postal vote)

■ for the elections or referendum to be held on

■ for the period

from

to

1

4

3

2

Today’s date

Declaration: As far as I know, the details on this
form are true and accurate. I understand that to
provide false information on this form is an offence,
punishable on conviction by imprisonment of up to 
2 years and/or a fine. 

Date of birth: Please write your date of birth 
‘DD MM YYYY’ in the black boxes below, using 
black ink. 

Date of application

Today’s date

If you are unable to sign this form, please
contact your Electoral Registration Officer. 

5

D M YD M Y Y Y

D M YD M Y Y Y

D M YD M Y Y Y

D M YD M Y Y Y

Signature: Sign below, keeping within the 
grey border.

3 Application to vote by post for a member of Her Majesty's Armed Forces, 
their spouse or civil partner. England, Wales and Scotland

Form 3



Voting by proxy

How do I apply to vote by proxy?
Only electors who are (or will be) registered individually are entitled to apply to vote by proxy. In
addition, the person you appoint as your proxy must be registered individually.  If you registered to vote
on or after 10 June 2014 in England and Wales, or 19 September 2014 in Scotland, you will be
registered individually. For further information contact your local Electoral Registration Office. You can
find their contact details at www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Ask someone if they are willing and able to be your proxy and vote on your behalf. Please note
that a person can only be the proxy for close relatives and up to two other people at the same poll.
The person you wish to appoint as your proxy can only act as proxy if they are 18 or over. Please
note if you are registered individually your proxy must also be registered individually in order to
be able to vote on your behalf.

Fill in the proxy vote application form overleaf (Form 4  ). If you are a member of the Armed Forces,
or the spouse or civil partner of a member of the Armed Forces, and you are registered as a
service voter, you do not need support for your application. If you are registered as an ordinary
elector, you will need support from your employer or another authorised person at your workplace.
For further information contact your local Electoral Registration Office.

Make sure you give your date of birth and signature. You need to fill in every section, even if you
have already given the information on your Service Voter registration form.

Send your completed application form to the Electoral Registration Office in the area where you
are registering as soon as possible. You can find the address at www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

You must return your proxy vote application form by 5pm, 6 working days before the poll. But be
aware that if you are not already registered to vote, your application to register must have reached
the Electoral Registration Officer by midnight, 12 working days before the poll.

If you miss the deadline for applying to vote by proxy you can still apply for an emergency proxy
in a limited number of circumstances up until 5pm on polling day. Contact your Electoral
Registration Office in the area in which you have registered or are registering for advice. You can
find the address at www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

If in doubt, speak to your Unit Registration Officer.

1

2

3

4

5

6

What happens after I have applied to vote by proxy?
■ Your proxy must go to your polling station to vote. If they cannot get to the polling station, they can

vote for you by post. They must apply to do this by 5pm, 11 working days before polling day. The
Electoral Registration Office in the area where you are registered can give you more details about
this. You can find the address at www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

■ Your proxy will be sent a proxy poll card telling them where and when to vote.

■ You should tell your proxy how you want them to vote on your behalf, for example, which
candidate, party or outcome.

■ If it turns out that you are able to go to the polling station on polling day, you can vote in person
as long as your proxy has not already done so or has not applied to vote for you by post.



About you

Surname

First names (in full)

Correspondence address

Postcode or BFPO

Daytime telephone or mobile number (optional)
(including country code)

E-mail address (optional)

UK registration address 

Please give your full UK registration address:

Postcode

About your proxy

Full name

Relationship to you (if any)

Full address

Postcode

How long do you want a proxy vote for?

I want to vote by proxy (tick one box only):

■ for the elections or 
      referendum to be held on

■ until further notice (while I am registered as a
Service Voter) at all elections and referendums

■ for all elections or referendums held in the period

from

to

The reason you can’t vote in person

Please give the reason you are unable to vote 
in person. 

Your date of birth and declaration

Declaration: I have asked the person I have named
as my proxy and confirm that he/she is willing and
able to be appointed to vote on my behalf.

As far as I know, the details on this form are true
and accurate. I understand that to provide false
information on this form is an offence. 

Date of birth: Please write your date of birth 
‘DD MM YYYY’ in the black boxes below, using
black ink. 

Only one person can apply to vote by proxy using this form. Please write in black ink and use 
BLOCK LETTERS. When you have filled in every section and signed the form yourself, send it to 
your local electoral registration office. You can get the address at www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

1

2

3

Today’s date

Signature: Sign below, keeping within the 
grey border.

Date of application

Today’s date

If you are unable to sign this form, please 
contact your Electoral Registration Officer. 

7

6

D M YD M Y Y Y

D M YD M Y Y Y

D M YD M Y Y Y

4

5

4 Application to vote by proxy for a member of Her Majesty's Armed 
Forces, their spouse or civil partner.  England, Wales and Scotland

D M YD M Y Y Y

Form 4





YOUR VOTE MATTERS

MAKE SURE YOU’RE IN© The Electoral Commission 2014 EC29.10

Arrangements for personnel from Northern Ireland
The registration forms for Service personnel and their families from Northern Ireland are different
to those for the rest of the UK.

If you are from Northern Ireland and based in Northern Ireland and are unlikely to move you
may register as an ordinary voter using the standard Electoral Office for Northern Ireland (EONI)
registration form.

If you are from Northern Ireland and based overseas you should register as a Service Voter,
using the EONI Service Voter registration form.

You can obtain these forms by contacting EONI using the details below. The form should be
returned to your local Area Electoral Office, whose details can be found on the EONI website.
Should you have any questions regarding electoral registration in Northern Ireland, you should
contact EONI using the details below:

Telephone: 0800 4320 712 (freephone) or 028 9044 6688
Email: info@eoni.org.uk       
Web: www.eoni.org.uk.

More information
If you have any questions about registering to vote or voting by post or proxy, contact
your Unit Registration Officer or the Electoral Registration Office in the area where you 
are registering.

Your Electoral Registration Office is the office responsible for the UK address where you
are registering to vote.

In England and Wales, the Electoral Registration Office is based at your local council. 
In Scotland, it may be a separate office. For contact details, visit www.aboutmyvote.co.uk.

This booklet does not apply to Northern Ireland.


