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Green Infrastructure relates to the variety of formal parks, gardens, woodlands, green 
corridors, waterways and open countryside in and around Bodmin. Improving community 
access can help raise the ‘quality of life’ for residents and Bodmin’s profile as an 
attractive, sustainable and healthy place to live. 

Green Infrastructure

The natural beauty of the countryside surrounding Bodmin is an asset for the 
town. New growth can help to deliver a landscape for the people of Bodmin, where 
communities have access to existing natural resources to produce energy and 
food, learn, relax and exercise.

The landscape can provide space to produce biomass material, harness wind 
power and hydroelectric potential. Creating space for food production through 
allotments, community gardens and orchards increases access to healthy food and 
provides educational opportunities. 

Biodiversity corridors can help to protect, restore and create new habitats for 
wildlife, whilst informal and formal recreation and sports facilities in close proximity 
to people’s homes can encourage healthier lifestyles and wellbeing. 

Sustainable Urban Drainage systems (SUDs) can be used within the landscape to 
help manage flood risk and facilitate development as well as create opportunities 
for wildlife to flourish.

Green linkages between places of work, the town centre and residential areas 
will help to reduce the need for car travel and the impact on the town centre. 
Bodmin already benefits from attractive ‘walk to work’ routes that can be further 
development to support the growing residential and employment areas. 
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The surrounding landscape is sensitive, with Areas of Great Landscape Value to the north 
and the setting of The Beacon to the south, but there remains the potential for substaintial 
new growth and the integration of a landscape for the people of Bodmin. 

The significant potential of Bodmin’s 
green infrastructure. 
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Arriving in Bodmin
Bodmin is a strategic gateway to Cornwall. It has excellent access 
to the region and beyond by means of the A30 and A38 that meet 
immediately to the east of the town. The town is however hidden at 
these gateways and often misses out on ‘passing trade’ as tourists 
need to make a deliberate effort to visit the town. 

Links to and from Bodmin Parkway station need to be improved to 
better connect the town with the rail network.

Walking and cycling in Bodmin
New housing areas must be well connected to the town centre 
to promote walking and cycling. The main diagram below shows 
a 1km (10 mins) walk distance from the town centre. New 
communities must be able to support viable new bus services and 
also ensure that those services, walking and cycling routes all 
connect to the town centre and employment areas.

Travelling through Bodmin
Bodmin town centre suffers particularly from the high level of traffic, 
congestion and poor air quality partly because of the absence 
of alternative routes avoiding the historic centre. The traffic flow 
diagram opposite illustrates that traffic is much heavier through the 
town centre than elsewhere. 

The opportunity of new growth reinforces the agreed aim for 
Bodmin to find ways to reduce traffic in the town centre, particularly 
through traffic and the negative impact of HGVs. New routes north 
or south of the town centre could achieve this and also provide the 
potential for improved bus services across the town centre.

Work has already begun on a traffic model which will be used to 
test the impact of growth options and new infrastructure solutions 
on the wider transport network. 

Promoting Sustainable Travel
Delivering the planned level of new growth for Bodmin will require significant 
improvements to existing transport infrastructure, alongside improvements to encourage 
greater use of public transport, cycling and walking. Tackling issues such as town centre 
congestion and improving access and connections across the town will be critical. 
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13,000-16,000 vehicles

6,000-10,000 vehicles

2,000-3,000 vehicles

Traffic flow data (12 hour periods) highlight the significant level of traffic passing through the town centre.

TO WADEBRIDGE 
& PADSTOW

Walking distance from 
the town centre is a key 
consideration for potential 
growth areas.

Connections to the A30 
help economic growth, 
however the town is hidden 
and easily bypassed at 
these gateways.

TO EXETER

Bodmin Parkway station is an 
important strategic connection. 
Improved links to the town 
centre and wider residential 
areas will be essential for 
sustainable development. 

The lack of alternative routes across the town 
centre creates significant traffic pressure 
points. Junction capacity and the conflict 
between local and through traffic are the main 
causes of congestion through the town centre, 
detracting from the environmental quality. 

TO TRURO & 
REDRUTH



Bodmin Masterplan Development Strategy 2026 

The Masterplan for Bodmin needs to bring together all the issues identified in the 
previous boards and deliver an integrated and comprehensive strategy for growth.  
An outline of the key objectives for Bodmin and the potential options for growth is 
illustrated below.  The next stage of this study will test these options in more detail 
and incorporate the feedback from the community events and workshops.

An Integrated Strategy 9
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The Vision needs to build on the best features of Bodmin, strengthen existing  
communities, enhance the town centre,  create new parks and green spaces, support 
sustainable travel and attract high quality investment in jobs, housing, retail and tourism.

Vision 10




