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Fig 50. View towards 
Trevaunance Cove from Town 
Hill heavily treed valley.

Fig 53. View towards British 
Road - treed valley.

Fig 51. Polbreen Lane— old 
green lane with treed Cornish 
hedges.

Fig 52. View towards 
Trevaunance Cove from Town 
Hill heavily treed valley.

Urban Morphology Chapter 4

Fig 49. Tree Preservation Orders

21.0   Trees - Their Contribution to 
Village Character
1. St Agnes is a settlement with well established 

tree cover. Their presence is often integral to its 
character.

2. The character of the tree cover varies throughout 
the village with trees being perceived and 
experienced different ways dependent upon the 
relationship with typography and architecture.

3. Several large stands of trees have created 
dominant features at Castle Hill, Trevaunance, 
Rosemundy and St Agnes Garden of Rest.

4. Native and naturalised species such as Oak, 

boundaries, property boundaries and old lanes.

5. A number of larger properties contain planted 
stocks of trees that include exotic species 
such as Monteray Pine, Monkey Puzzle and 
Evergreen Oak.

6. Gaps between buildings in the historic centre 
of the village provide discrete views of garden, 
hedgerow and boundary trees. Tall trees are 
visible above building frontages.

7. Views of sloping and elevated land see a 
patchwork of established groups and individuals 
that provide some unity to the village landscape.

8. Elsewhere the trees can be experience in a 
more tangible way, where canopies provide 
shade and shelter to public areas such as 
The Garden of Rest, Peterville and parts of 
Rosemundy.
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9. Trees tend to be indicators of historic land 

management. Native and naturalised trees along 

boundaries are likely to have been self sewn and 

shelter or products. Elsewhere trees have been 

planted within gardens and open spaces for their 

aesthetic appeal.

10.Prior to the ravages of Dutch Elm disease in 

the early 1980’s, areas of the village such as 

Peterville were home to populations of mature 

elms. Elm and Sycamore would have been 

the prevalent and dominant natural landscape 

feature of hedgerows, boundaries and woods. 

Since the demise of many elms it is the 

sycamore that tends to provide a common 

thread throughout the village.

11. The range of ages of exotic trees implies that 

tree planting may well have became a fashion in 

parts of the village during the Victorian era.

21.1   Tree Preservation Orders

1. Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s) and the 

Conservation Area already provide many trees 

within the village with statutory protection. The 

TPO’s will be subject to review over time, but 

it is worth noting that they do not necessarily 

infer any greater value over trees that are not 

protected. TPO’s are merely a mechanism for 

protecting important trees that at some point 

have been perceived to be a threat. Trees 

without a TPO may well be of equal or greater 

landscape, cultural or historic value.

Urban M orphology Chapter 4

21.2  Recom m endation

Conservation Area of St Agnes for generations 

to come, opportunities will need to be found to 

plant new trees.

of some of the boldest stands of trees in the 

village. It is not intended to be read as an 

tree cover throughout the assessment area - see 

1. A row of mature Ash & Sycamore that front 

the roadside boundary of the cemetery are 

prominent along this primary route into the 

village.

2. These Sycamores are prominent focal points 

gateway into the village.

3. Deciduous trees such as Sycamore and 

Rosemundy House Hotel.

4. The area consists of mature residential 

gardens containing large species such as Ash, 

Sycamore, Beech and other ornamental trees. 

They are seen as a backdrop to structures, 

but also glimpsed between the facades of old 

buildings. Parts of Polbreen Lane are given 

a sense of enclosure and intimacy enhanced 

further by hedgerow trees.
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5. Modern planting of Sycamore, Ash and 

Monterey Pine have been used to landscape 

ground sterilised by redundant mine workings. 

The trees are now a valuable local feature which 

are prominent when viewed from the village 

library car park and above and between historic 

properties along Vicarage Road.

6.  This important canopy of mature deciduous 

trees dominate the St Agnes Garden of Rest 

and gives this central village space a tangible 

“sense of place”.

7.  Rosemundy Hotel (formerly Rosemundy House) 

has what appears to be the oldest landscaped 

grounds in the village. A population of trees 

has probably been present from the early-mid 

19th century. Large canopy trees such as Ash, 

Sycamore and Beech have a real presence 

on this east facing slope and serve to enclose 

views from the east.

8.  Groups and individual broadleaf garden trees 

augment native and naturalised species on or 

and colour are given contrast by exotics such as 

Monteray Pine.

9.  Ash, Sycamore and Horse Chestnut border 

the road and modern buildings. In part they 

10.  The canopies of large Ash and Sycamore 

enclose the road to create an intimate 

landscape. Views of the valley bottom are 

glimpsed between the trees from Rosemundy.

Urban Morphology Chapter 4

historic property boundary and watercourse. 

From British Road the trees form a back drop to 

a valuable open space.

12.  The large area of planting around the castle 

appears to date back to the mid-late 19th 

century. A variety of native and exotic species 

with a diverse age range are present. Their 

elevated position above Peterville means they 

are focal to a number of views from the north, 

south and east.

mature deciduous trees such as Ash, which are 

glimpsed between and above historic buildings. 

The access lane that now serves the Health 

Centre allows broader views of the hedgerows.

14.  This small formal garden contains large and 

ornamental trees and shrubs including Irish 

Yew and Cotoneaster which are viewed over a 

short stretch of Vicarage Road. Views beyond 

the garden are enclosed by canopies of mature 

hedgerow trees.

15.  Mature trees like Sycamore, border the public 

open space that was once associated with the 

mine workings. The trees are prominent to local 

views.

16.  Large conifer and deciduous trees provide a 

backdrop to churchtown when viewed from the 

village centre.

17.  A group of large, locally very prominent trees 

create a setting for the church and help enclose 

views from churchtown.

18.  A large group of mainly deciduous trees such as 

Ash, Sycamore and Rowan on this north facing 

valley slope contribute to a distinctly sylvan 

atmosphere at Town Hill. A number of Pines and 

Evergreen Oaks indicate a managed landscape.

19.  This deciduous woodland of mostly Sycamore 

and Ash continues the sylvan theme along 

Town Hill. The stand appears to have evolved 

after the middle of the 20th century and now 

the village.

20.  A prominent area of primarily deciduous 

woodland appears to pre-date the middle of 

the 19th century. Primarily Sycamore, Ash and 

Holly, it contains some Elm that are likely to be 

remnants of a larger population existing prior to 

the ravages of dutch Elm Disease in the 1980’s.

21.  A group of deciduous and evergreen trees add 

to the sylvan character surrounding this part of 

Quay Road.

22. Deciduous and evergreen roadside boundary 

trees characterise this entrance to the historic 

centre of the village.
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“Every area has a distinctive character, derived from  its 

topography, historic developm ent, current uses and features 

such as streets, hedges, archaeological m onum ents, buildings 

and place nam es. Understanding and appreciating an area’s 

character, including its social and econom ic background and 

the way in which such factors have shaped the urban fabric, 

should be the starting point for m aking decisions about both 

its m anagem ent and its future.”

English Heritage, 2005
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Character Area Analysis

22.1 It was clear on assessment that the overall 

‘special interest’ of St Agnes and the conservation 

area itself was made up of unique character areas.

22.2 The character area boundaries in an urban 

environment such as St Agnes are inevitably 

subjective in places, and based not just on 

architectural or historic characteristics, but on 

the dynamic experience of the area – how it is 

perceived when walking or driving through it, and 

when ‘boundaries of experience’ are crossed. 

This included such sensations as awareness of 

enclosure or openness, and degrees of noise and 

activity, which provide edges to areas just as much 

as map-based boundaries, or change of use.

22.3 The acknowledgement of ‘character areas’ 

was highlighted during survey work undertaken by 

who attended the ‘W alk and W orkshop’. The use of 

character areas has helped to make survey work 

more manageable and create a focus for more in 

depth study of these individual areas.

the growth of St Agnes and the amalgam of the 

previous settlements, Churchtown, Vicarage, 

Rosemundy and Peterville. Due to their distinct 

character the areas of British Road (development of 

dwelling houses and school) and the backdrop hill 

area of the Coastguard Cottages (Coastguard Hill), 

and Polbreen Lane with its former small holding plot 

characteristic, ‘old lane’ and cemetery have been 

22.5 These character areas will be analysed street 

by street following each area to allow quick and 

easy reference.

Fig 55. Character Areas

A larger copy of this image can be found in the pocket at the back of the book.
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Character Area Analysis -  Churchtown Chapter 5
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Character Area Analysis Chapter 5

23.0 Churchtown

23.1 Churchtown Character Summary

Nestled into the slope of Town Hill and Churchtown, 

St Agnes Church creates a humble cosy feel to 

the centre of the village. Wrought iron railings 

have been removed from the boundary walls of 

the Church fronting Churchtown, and outside the 

along with yellow lines are distracting, one would 

hope that these particular features will be removed 

in time.

Many of the buildings within Churchtown consist of 

granite and killas rubble walls, wooden fenestration 

and natural slate roofs. Corner Cottage and 

Chygwin along with the town houses 9, Churchtown 

and Bank House are key examples. Adding to the 

domestic two-storey scale of the village centre are 

shop premises. Churchtown Stores, is one of the 

most notable buildings, having been enhanced 

traditional shop frontages. Other shops of note are 

the premises occupied by Lee & Co Estate Agents 

and no’s 20 and 21 Churchtown with their stuccoed 

facades. The three-storey Porthvean and St 

Agnes Hotels add grandeur and height and indeed 

commercial core of the settlement.

To some degree, the charm and intimacy of 

often moving faster than the speed limits on 

route to Trevaunance Road and Town Hill. With 

intervention by the Highways Authority through 

the implementation of better and more appropriate 

intrusion. Use of cobbles as a road surface, or setts, 

would add richness to the public realm and create 

a point of transition for motorists to understand the 

change in surface and equate it to a reduction in 

speed and an increase in their awareness. Highway 

interventions have also been lost under a blanket 

of tarmac (in front of the Butchers, no 9 and no’s 20 

and 21 Churchtown) and granite kerb stones have 

been replaced with concrete (outside Churchtown 

Arts). Details such as these should be rescued, 

where possible, or reinstated to maintain the ‘history 

at our feet’.

No 21 Churchtown (opposite Costcutter) creates 

a pinch to the street and townscape. Here 

pedestrians themselves can often feel pinched 

between a lorry and the buildings. The necessity for 

positive highway intervention to enable pedestrians 

and motorists to use the space together without fear 

of accident is paramount.

The alleyways that connect West Kitty to 

Churchtown are two of the best routes to the 

centre. As they wind their way down hill, around the 

buildings, one sees glimpses over the tops of the 

cottages towards the Church spire. Finally, around 

the last corner one suddenly arrives in the heart of 

the village. Improvements to the surface material, 

street furniture, lighting and hand rails would greatly 

enhance these pedestrian routes.

23.2  Trevaunance Road

The 19th Century Vicarage located on Trevaunance 

Road marks a change from the clustered, tight 

knit townscape of Churchtown to larger plots with 

detached residences within relatively large grounds 

surrounded by granite boundary walls.

Further along the road, Castle House an early 

C19 cottage with stucco rendered front, and no 9 

(Prospect House) with its rounded wall and semi-

conical roof add character to this particular area. 

It is unfortunate that the later estate developments 

did not continue the line of the street. As the road 

quickly widens and the townscape disperses to the 

low density developments of Wheal Quoit Avenue, 

so too does the historic ambience of the settlement. 

(Both of these estates lie outside of the current and 

proposed conservation areas).
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23.3  Town Hill

Town Hill, a considerable feat of mid 19th century 

road engineering is rural in atmosphere, any feel of 

its relative ‘newness’ in the St Agnes morphology 

is now lost in its woodland setting, giving it the 

appearance of a pleasant country lane, with mature 

hedges.

Other than St Agnes Church at the top of the hill, 

developments runs along the northern side of 

Town Hill. Grove House a late 18th century early 

19th century dwelling house and Stippy Stappy 1 

of a terrace of cottages running down the valley 

side (one of the most recognisable built features 

in St Agnes) add great character and architectural 

richness to this part of the conservation area. A 

quaint combination of fenestration, chimneys and 

slate roofs combine to give exceptional village 

charm. The small front gardens also add to the 

general appearance.

The pavement narrows on this side of the road 

until it re-emerges beyond Stippy Stappy. The 

Peterville. Perhaps the addition of a rumble strip or 

new road surface material could be used to force 

vehicles to use slower speeds here. 

The views from Town Hill towards Trevaunance 

Cove through and over the top of the wooded valley 

are beautiful. Management of this woodland area, 

in particular litter (often thrown from cars) would 

23.4  W est Kitty

The alley that leads past the Lee & Co building to 

West Kitty is a delight as its turns around corners 

of buildings. Small often single depth cottages 

front, back and side onto the valley as it weaves 

along. The cottages have a tucked away feel, not 

being able to be reached other than on foot, as they 

slowly creep up to the slope to west Kitty. At the 

top of the alley, Wayside Cottages (grade ll listed 

building), 2 adjoining cottages and a barn fronts 

directly onto West Kitty Lane. A further alley leading 

from Churchtown to West Kitty joins the lane by 

Grey Cottage. Most of West Kitty is a good example 

of former small holding plots many of which still 

retain former mining boundaries delineated by 

the Cornish hedges. These areas are historically 

important and should be included in an extension to 

the present conservation area.

Close to the play area off West Kitty Lane is an 

attention, not least to make it safe.

Fig 56. 52 & 53 Vicarage Road 
- LBII dwellings.

Fig 57. Miners & Mechanics 
Institute LBII  1893 Victorian 
period.

Fig 58. Good example of 
traditional shop frontage.

Fig 59. Cobbled alley leading 
to W est Kitty.



Character Area Analysis Chapter 5

54

ST AGNES CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISAL    C o n s u l t a t i o n  D r a f tMAY 2008

23.5   Churchtown General Description

Main Characteristics

the village - shop fronts and business premises 

clustered around small square - massing of 

buildings helps to create an intimate atmosphere

rendered, painted facades whilst others local 

stone

square , in front of butchers and newsagents

characterised by larger plots often with individual 

buildings - i.e. along Trevaunance Road

incremental changes - signage, highway 

interventions and some street furniture.

Activity & Uses

the village - shop fronts and business premises 

clustered around small square 

Townscape/Morphology

atmosphere

other than, Porthvean and St Agnes hotels and 

St Agnes Church. The areas just beyond the 

‘core’ are characterised by larger plots often 

with individual buildings - i.e. along Trevaunance 

Road

Trees, landscape, spaces & gardens

environment, other than the green space and 

treed area which surrounds the Church, and 

small pocket park opposite the Church at the top 

of Town Hill

Views and vistas

Churchtown, and from behind Churchtown 

buildings views into settlement and beyond from 

West Kitty

Focal Points

Stappy

Noise levels (ambient character)

terms of commercial use, it is not predominantly 

loud compared to the other parts of the village. 

However, noise levels will be higher during peak 

- shopping times, lunchtime and perhaps in the 

evenings when Pub goers drink outside the St 

Agnes Hotel or at delivery times. Seasonal wade 

Building type/architectural style

rendered, painted facades whilst others local 

stone

Listed Buildings

information in the appendix for details of all listed 

buildings. Some of the most notable buildings 

here are: St Agnes Church, St Agnes Hotel, 

Porthvean Hotel, Bank House, Churchtown Arts

Unlisted buildings - of interest/townscape merit

north from centre of Churchtown, 16 & 18 

Churchtown - good examples of traditional shop 

frontages

Schedule Ancient Monuments

Unique/unusual features

square , in front of butchers and newsagents

Overall quality of built and natural environment

incremental changes - signage, highway 

interventions and some street furniture
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Positive features

environment high quality

butchers - cobbles

an intimate atmosphere and a unique ‘sense of 

place’

Churchtown

premises the area is epitomised as being the 

‘hub’ of St Agnes - the commercial heart of the 

village

quality of complete facades with proper detailing 

and character

Negative features

commercial signage which creates a negative 

impact upon the character and appearance of 

the area as it causes ‘visual clutter’

point in the road, formed from tarmac and 

pre-cast concrete curb stones (original granite 

curb stones removed) and installation of plastic 

bollards (rather than appropriately designed cast 

iron)

unsympathetic to the age and style of the 

building) in front of St Agnes Hotel

(cobbles) in several areas

the square

Issues

Agency and District Council Conservation 

section in terms of pre-consultation regarding 

inappropriate changes to street furniture 

signage, lighting and paving

shop fronts and street furniture to aid local 

proprietors in maintaining their properties in 

a manner sympathetic to the character and 

appearance of the conservation area

area - seek grant funding

Pressures

Fig 60. Proliferation of signage.

Fig 61. Shop frontage could be improved.


