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Architectural Form & Materials
Brick Chimneys

Dry Slate Roof

Hipped Roof Detail

2 Storey in Height

Granite &
Killas Rubble
& Granite
Dressing Walls

No 2 Churchtown (Chygwin),
grade II listed building, C17
remodelled in C18

C18 Wooden
Modillioned Eaves
Cornice at the Front
Later Wooden
Horned
Sash Windows
Granite Stone
Forecourt Walls

Central Portico Style Doorway
with 6 Panel Wooden Door
Wooden Porch with Panelled
Reveals & Triangular Pediment
Over Consoles

Longer in Plan
Frontage Than Depth

Ogee Moulded
Hardwood Lintels
Over The Ground
Floor Openings
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Architectural Form & Materials
Fairly Steep
Dry Slate Roof

Original
5 Window
Front House

Rich Traditional
Paint Colour shopfonts &
Windows Matching

Originally 2 Houses with
this being the smallest
(Note Delineated Line)

Walls Killas
Rubble with
Dressed
Voussoirs Over
Original C18
openings

Churchtown Stores
Formerly 2 adjoining houses
converted into shops with
living accomodation. C18 or
possibly older. Good example
of a sympathetic renovation
of an historic building.

Some Granite
Ashlar & Stucco
2 Storey in Height

18th Century Wooden
Modillioned Eaves
Cornice at the Front

Replacement
Wooden
Horned
Sash Windows

12 Pane Horizontal
Sliding Sash window

16 Pane Hornless
Sash Windows

Black Ogee Cast
Iron Rainwater
Goods

C19 Shop Fronts
Original Doors,
Window &
Entablature
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W alls,Boundaries and Edges

14.1 The presence and character of boundaries
along the frontage of properties is another very
LPSRUWDQWIDFWRULQÀXHQFLQJWKHFKDUDFWHURIWKH
streetscape. In most cases, properties have
DGH¿QHGERXQGDU\ZKLFKVHJUHJDWHVSULYDWH
and public space, instead of open frontage that
characterises much of the modern development
and which typically becomes dominated by parked
cars
14.2 The forms of boundary vary from the remnant
hedges and rubble stone walls, often making former
agricultural enclosures, or mine smallholdings,
or indeed the mining sites themselves. Or larger
engineering structures associated with the mines or
new roads such as embankments.
14.3 Enclosing walls for burial grounds, parks and
other public buildings are often associated with
interesting gateways e.g. St Agnes Gardens of Rest
and Lychgate (formerly a mortuary).

Fig 36. Walled Front Garden with rubble stone wall and
JUDQLWHJDWHSLHUVDUREXVWGH¿QWLRQWRWKHVWUHHWHGJHDQGD
clear distinction between private and public space.

Fig 37. Where there is open frontage the buildings are
‘Backedge’of the pavement allowing the frontage to form the
enclosure to the street.

14.4 Walls to dwellings – consistent boundaries
between adjacent properties provide visual
harmony and converse within the streetscape
and can tie properties of quite disparate character
together visually.
14.5 The various wall and boundary treatments
DUHYHU\LPSRUWDQWDVWKH\FUHDWHDGH¿QHGDQG
intimate form of enclosure and a unique sense of
place.
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Streets - Street Furniture, Lighting & Signage

“Streets are the foreground of our buildings
and the backdrop to everyday lives. Yet
England’s streets are increasingly cluttered
ZLWKDSUROLIHUDWLRQRIWUDI¿FVLJQVELQV
bollards, guard rails and street furniture. This
results in streetscapes that are both unsightly
and lack character. Co-ordinated action
is needed to reverse this decline.” English
Heritage, ‘Streets for all’ 2004.
Streetscape
15.1 Streets are roads formed by the buildings
that create their depth and stature. Their character
is produced from the interplay of topography,
buildings, historic and local materials and hard and
soft landscaping.
15.2 The overall quality of streetscape in St
Agnes is very high. Notwithstanding individual
buildings which have sometimes been so altered
as to have lost much of their individual historic
character, Vicarage Road remains a street of great
character—curving, gently sloping, interrupted by
open areas of greenery, dramatically sited along
a terrace that provides views over the adjacent
valley, with imposing buildings forming interesting
incidents along its length, and opening out into the
Churchtown area.
15.3 Churchtown, reached by curving and sloping
streets from all sides, surrounded by locally
distractive buildings and materials, with intimate
qualities of both formal and informal enclosure is,
simply, one of the best built spaces in Cornwall.
Smaller ‘urban’ spaces can be found at Vicarage

Road (but under exploited and heavily masked by
LQVHQVLWLYHWUDI¿FPDQDJHPHQWOD\RXWVFRQÀLFWLQJ
with the surrounding historic character), at the
base of Rosemundy Hill, and most notably, at
Peterville. There the downgraded streetscape is
all the more regrettable given the latent spatial
qualities—a sloping, informal rectangle, punctuated
with interesting historic buildings, with roads
entering at each corner, and backed by dramatic
tree covered slopes and good quality buildings.
+RZHYHUWKHWUHDWPHQWRIWKHVSDFHE\WUDI¿F
management schemes has produced a space with
a poor appearance which is not in keeping with the
location’s historical character or quality.
15.4 Whilst St Agnes still retains some of its
historic street furniture much has been lost over
time, due to lack of maintenance or repair, railings
for instance were donated to the ‘war effort’.
15.5 Modern highway inteventions have in same
places made inappropriate changes and additions
which include, the proliferation of road markings
(where small signs on lamp standards could demark
parking limits), proliferation of signage which
causes visual clutter and perhaps even confusion,
inappropriate additions/replacements of plastic
signage, plastic bollards and concrete curb stones
and tarmac. All of which detracts from the historic
‘sense of place’. See photographs opposite.
15.6 The blanket coverage of Highway Agency
standard issue aluminium street lamp standards
within the study area detract from the character and
appearance of the conservation area, particularly
in the historic heart, Churchtown, along Vicarage
Road, British Road, Rosemundy and Peterville. A

scheme for replacement lighting with appropriate
designed lamp standards would be greatly
supported.
15.7 However, there are many features which add
to the positive historic sense of place which include,
the old red telephone box, benches, lychgate and
lamps which should be used as examples for future
installations.

16.0

Details and Ephemera

 7KHULFKQHVVLQGHWDLOLQ6W$JQHVLVSDUWRILWV
special interest
 7KHPL[RIGLIIHUHQWPDWHULDOVDJHGDQG
weathered painted wooded
 ,QWULFDWHHDYHGHWDLOV
 'RRUVLQZDOOV
 'HFRUDWLYHUDLOLQJV
 )LQHVKRSIURQWWUHDWPHQWV
 6FXOSWXUH
 6LJQDJH±WUDGLWLRQDOPHWDOEODFNDQGZKLWH
attached to buildings / walls
 6WUHHWODPSVZURXJKWLURQODPSVW\OH
 0LOHVWRQHVJUDQLWHPDUNHUV
 &DUYHGVWRQHZRUN
 ,FRQLFUHGWHOHSKRQHER[±QRVWDOJLFLFRQDOVR
KDV6W$JQHV¿UVWWHOHSKRQHQXPEHUZKLFK
became 55--01
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Paving & other hard surfaces

 6W$JQHVKDVDQH[FHSWLRQDOO\¿QHUDQJHDQG
extent of original paving, not least in Churchtown;
outside the butcher’s shop a particularly interesting
pattern predates the late 19th century shop front,
remaining as an important indication of the extent
and type of paving that once covered the whole of
Churchtown (and possibly still survives below the
tarmac). There are also remnants in and around the
back lanes and alleyways. Also of particular note is
the paving outside Rosemundy House and between
houses located on Rosemundy Hill. The material
used throughout is cobbling.
17.2 The rest of hard surfaces consist of tarmac,
in situ concrete and concrete paving. The tarmac
most notable as the additional painted lines often
detract from the quality of the historic townscape.
Bordering the edges of roads are some original
granite kerb stones. Much however has been
replaced when repairs /underground/highway work
has been undertaken and replaced with concrete
kerb stones with a high upstone – these often
have a negative and the character affect upon the
character and appearance of the conservation area
and should be avoided.

Fig 40. Typical random cobble detail.

Fig 38. Surviving cobbles outside the butchers
shop.

Fig 41. Example of formal stone wall
surrounding domestic curtilage, British Road.

Fig 39. Paving in alley between dwellings,
Churchtown.

Fig 42. M ilestone -Penwinnick Road.
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Colour

18.1 Colour is evident throughout the village, it
tends to be muted, although the killas stone has
some rich hues of gold and russet brown. White or
pastel coloured washed walls are found throughout
the village. A common occurrence especially found
in coastal villages is the traditional blue and white
colour scheme seen on many doors and windows.
18.2 Red, grey or black accent colours are
traditional colours for chapels, churches and other
institutional type buildings.
 7KHYHUQDFXODU&RUQLVKZDOOLQJDQGURR¿QJ
slates are a pale silver–grey colour often with rust
coloured tones. The characteristic texture and
warm buff/golden tones of the killas stone are
complemented by roofs clad in scantle slates with
a red terracotta ridge, and together make up the
characteristic local palette.
18.4 However, it is not just colour that is important
– it is the combination of colour, texture and tone
that is distinctive within the area, and needs to be a
major consideration in new developments.

Fig 43. Typical colour pallette for St Agnes. The bright/darker
colours are often used as accent colours to paint joinery details,
doors & windows, gates and reailings.
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Planting and Soft Landscape

19.1 Much of the open space in St Agnes derives
from its mining history, the areas previously
mined are often now covered by trees, especially
in Trevaunance Combe. All over St Agnes trees
dominate the skyline and form the setting of the
village and its historical streetscape, many growing
up out of the old scrub cover of mine works or
from former hedgerows which still permeate the
VHWWOHPHQWDQGGH¿QHPDQ\VXUYLYLQJSORWVDQG
street layouts.
19.2 The farming history of previous small
KROGLQJVDOVRLQÀXHQFHWKHWRZQVFDSHZLWKROG
IDUPEXLOGLQJVDQG¿HOGVLQWKHFHQWUHRIWKHYLOODJH
adding to the setting of the church.
19.3 Other more formal areas such as the walled
gardens of large dwellings at Rosemundy, Castle
Hill, Churchtown, Trevaunance Road and British
Road add to the greening of the settlement and
creates a ‘soft edge’ to development helping it to
integrate into its surroundings.
 6LJQL¿FDQWµJUHHQ¶DUHDVOLHZLWKLQWKHKHDUWRI
the settlement, these include the Gardens of Rest
off Vicarage Road, the Church and cemetery in
Churchtown. These areas provide attractive green
breaks within the built environment, allow access to
views and areas of public use/recreation.
 3ODQWLQJFDQKHOSWRGH¿QHVSDFHVFUHDWHD
‘sense of place’ – a place to sit and wait for the bus
to contemplate, or play in.
19.6 Planting softens facades and adds great
character to old and new buildings, helping them to
merge together effortlessly.

Chapter 4
20.0

Landscape

General Landscape
20.1 St Agnes is located predominantly on the top
part of an undulating topography, characterised by
steep valleys either side of the Coastguard/Castle
hill area in the centre of the settlement. Peterville
lies at the bottom of the valley, with British Road,
Stippy Stappy and Rosemundy all climbing along
the slopes.

Biodiversity Value
20.5 The areas around St Agnes settlement are
protected by policy under the designation of Areas
of Outstanding Natural Beauty, an area of Great
+LVWRULF9DOXH6LWHVRI6SHFLDO6FLHQWL¿F,QWHUHVW
and a local designation of Cornwall Wildlife Trust
Site. These area designations can be seen on the
St Agnes Local Development Plan map.

20.2 Due to its topography views are achieved into
and out of the settlement from Wheal Kitty in the
east to the Beacon in the west.

20.6 All of the designations highlight the
importance of habitats and beauty of the
surrounding countryside. The natural wildlife
heritage is not designated to these sites alone, it is
found throughout the countryside and built areas.

20.3 The dramatic scale and character of the
surrounding landscape becomes more evident
when one enters the village. Because of the
WRSRJUDSK\DQGWKHIDFWWKDWJUHHQ¿HOGVRSHQ
spaces and dramatically sloping roads and lanes
open up into large spaces in the built up area, there
is, aside from along the main village axis itself,
always a sense that one is looking over a broad
vista, or over a deep valley, or up a well-treed hills
or the crowning skyline of Churchtown.
20.4 The panoramas around St Agnes reinforce
the part played in St Agnes’ history by the mining
landscape, and beyond that the sea. In every
direction there are remains of dumps, engine
houses and other mining structures, and always St
Agnes Beacon or the sea acts as a backdrop.

20.7 The open spaces of parks such as the
Garden of Rest on Vicarage Road; the area
surrounding the Coast-guard Cottages; the welltreed, woodland, areas of Rosemundy and along
Trevaunance Valley towards the sea; the network
RI¿HOGVDQG&RUQLVKKHGJHVWKHGRPHVWLFJDUGHQV
within the settlement, all help to act as stepping
stones for the migration, dispersal and genetic
H[FKDQJHRIÀRUDDQGIDXQD
20.8 In some instances, buildings may harbour
protected species such as bats and owls. The
importance of surveys to ascertain their habitats
is backed by current policy and the Development
Control system.
20.9 The protection and enhancement of such
natural assets is not only important in nature
FRQVHUYDWLRQWHUPVLWPDNHVDVLJQL¿FDQW
contribution to the character of the conservation
area.
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Fig 45. Rear of properties on
British Road treed hill.

Fig 46. Treed Cornish hedges
along the Rosemundy to
Peterville Road.

Fig 47. St Agnes Garden of Rest.

Fig 44. Aerial photo of St Agnes
Fig 48. Ornamental trees in St Agnes
Cemetery.
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21.0 Trees - Their Contribution to
Village Character
1. St Agnes is a settlement with well established
tree cover. Their presence is often integral to its
character.
2. The character of the tree cover varies throughout
the village with trees being perceived and
experienced different ways dependent upon the
relationship with typography and architecture.

Fig 50. View towards
Trevaunance Cove from Town
Hill heavily treed valley.

3. Several large stands of trees have created
dominant features at Castle Hill, Trevaunance,
Rosemundy and St Agnes Garden of Rest.
4. Native and naturalised species such as Oak,
$VKDQG6\FDPRUHJURZDORQJROG¿HOG
boundaries, property boundaries and old lanes.
Fig 51. Polbreen Lane— old
green lane with treed Cornish
hedges.

5. A number of larger properties contain planted
stocks of trees that include exotic species
such as Monteray Pine, Monkey Puzzle and
Evergreen Oak.
6. Gaps between buildings in the historic centre
of the village provide discrete views of garden,
hedgerow and boundary trees. Tall trees are
visible above building frontages.

Fig 52. View towards
Trevaunance Cove from Town
Hill heavily treed valley.

7. Views of sloping and elevated land see a
patchwork of established groups and individuals
that provide some unity to the village landscape.
8. Elsewhere the trees can be experience in a
more tangible way, where canopies provide
shade and shelter to public areas such as
The Garden of Rest, Peterville and parts of
Rosemundy.

Fig 53. View towards British
Road - treed valley.

Fig 49. Tree Preservation Orders
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Tree Preservation Orders

21.2 Recom m endation
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5. Modern planting of Sycamore, Ash and
Monterey Pine have been used to landscape
ground sterilised by redundant mine workings.
The trees are now a valuable local feature which
are prominent when viewed from the village
library car park and above and between historic
properties along Vicarage Road.
6. This important canopy of mature deciduous
trees dominate the St Agnes Garden of Rest
and gives this central village space a tangible
“sense of place”.
7. Rosemundy Hotel (formerly Rosemundy House)
has what appears to be the oldest landscaped
grounds in the village. A population of trees
has probably been present from the early-mid
19th century. Large canopy trees such as Ash,
Sycamore and Beech have a real presence
on this east facing slope and serve to enclose
views from the east.
8. Groups and individual broadleaf garden trees
augment native and naturalised species on or
FORVHWRKLVWRULF¿HOGERXQGDULHV7KHWH[WXUH
and colour are given contrast by exotics such as
Monteray Pine.
9. Ash, Sycamore and Horse Chestnut border
the road and modern buildings. In part they
GHOLQHDWHROG¿HOGSDWWHUQVDQGWKHZDWHUFRXUVH
10. The canopies of large Ash and Sycamore
enclose the road to create an intimate
landscape. Views of the valley bottom are
glimpsed between the trees from Rosemundy.

Chapter 4
$URZRISURPLQHQWGHFLGXRXVWUHHVGH¿QHWKH
historic property boundary and watercourse.
From British Road the trees form a back drop to
a valuable open space.
12. The large area of planting around the castle
appears to date back to the mid-late 19th
century. A variety of native and exotic species
with a diverse age range are present. Their
elevated position above Peterville means they
are focal to a number of views from the north,
south and east.
5HPQDQW¿HOGERXQGDULHVVXSSRUWWKHJURZWKRI
mature deciduous trees such as Ash, which are
glimpsed between and above historic buildings.
The access lane that now serves the Health
Centre allows broader views of the hedgerows.
14. This small formal garden contains large and
ornamental trees and shrubs including Irish
Yew and Cotoneaster which are viewed over a
short stretch of Vicarage Road. Views beyond
the garden are enclosed by canopies of mature
hedgerow trees.
15. Mature trees like Sycamore, border the public
open space that was once associated with the
mine workings. The trees are prominent to local
views.

18. A large group of mainly deciduous trees such as
Ash, Sycamore and Rowan on this north facing
valley slope contribute to a distinctly sylvan
atmosphere at Town Hill. A number of Pines and
Evergreen Oaks indicate a managed landscape.
19. This deciduous woodland of mostly Sycamore
and Ash continues the sylvan theme along
Town Hill. The stand appears to have evolved
after the middle of the 20th century and now
KDVDVLJQL¿FDQWLPSDFWXSRQWKHFKDUDFWHURI
the village.
20. A prominent area of primarily deciduous
woodland appears to pre-date the middle of
the 19th century. Primarily Sycamore, Ash and
Holly, it contains some Elm that are likely to be
remnants of a larger population existing prior to
the ravages of dutch Elm Disease in the 1980’s.
21. A group of deciduous and evergreen trees add
to the sylvan character surrounding this part of
Quay Road.
22. Deciduous and evergreen roadside boundary
trees characterise this entrance to the historic
centre of the village.

16. Large conifer and deciduous trees provide a
backdrop to churchtown when viewed from the
village centre.
17. A group of large, locally very prominent trees
create a setting for the church and help enclose
views from churchtown.
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English Heritage,2005

Charac t er A rea Analysi s

“Every area has a distinctive character,derived from its
topography,historic developm ent,current uses and features
such as streets,hedges,archaeological m onum ents,buildings
and place nam es.Understanding and appreciating an area’s
character,including its social and econom ic background and
the way in which such factors have shaped the urban fabric,
should be the starting point for m aking decisions about both
its m anagem ent and its future.
”
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Charac ter A rea A nalysis
'H¿QLWLRQRI&KDUDFWHU$UHDV
22.1 It was clear on assessment that the overall
‘
special interest’ of St Agnes and the conservation
area itself was made up of unique character areas.
22.2 The character area boundaries in an urban
environment such as St Agnes are inevitably
subjective in places, and based not just on
architectural or historic characteristics, but on
the dynamic experience of the area – how it is
perceived when walking or driving through it, and
when ‘
boundaries of experience’ are crossed.
This included such sensations as awareness of
enclosure or openness, and degrees of noise and
activity, which provide edges to areas just as much
as map-based boundaries, or change of use.
22.3 The acknowledgement of ‘
character areas’
was highlighted during survey work undertaken by
ERWK&DUULFN2I¿FHUVDQGPHPEHUVRIWKHSXEOLF
who attended the ‘W alk and W orkshop’. The use of
character areas has helped to make survey work
more manageable and create a focus for more in
depth study of these individual areas.
 7KHFKDUDFWHUDUHDVZHUHFKRVHQWRUHÀHFW
the growth of St Agnes and the amalgam of the
previous settlements, Churchtown, Vicarage,
Rosemundy and Peterville. Due to their distinct
character the areas of British Road (development of
dwelling houses and school) and the backdrop hill
area of the Coastguard Cottages (Coastguard Hill),
and Polbreen Lane with its former small holding plot
characteristic, ‘
old lane’ and cemetery have been
LGHQWL¿HG

Fig 55. Character Areas
A larger copy of this image can be found in the pocket at the back of the book.

22.5 These character areas will be analysed street
by street following each area to allow quick and
easy reference.
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23.0 Churchtown
23.1 Churchtown Character Summary
Nestled into the slope of Town Hill and Churchtown,
St Agnes Church creates a humble cosy feel to
the centre of the village. Wrought iron railings
have been removed from the boundary walls of
the Church fronting Churchtown, and outside the
O\FKJDWHDSODVWLFWUDI¿FEROODUGDQGKLJKZD\QRWLFH
along with yellow lines are distracting, one would
hope that these particular features will be removed
in time.
Many of the buildings within Churchtown consist of
granite and killas rubble walls, wooden fenestration
and natural slate roofs. Corner Cottage and
Chygwin along with the town houses 9, Churchtown
and Bank House are key examples. Adding to the
domestic two-storey scale of the village centre are
shop premises. Churchtown Stores, is one of the
most notable buildings, having been enhanced
LQUHFHQW\HDUVLWKDVD¿QHIDFDGHZLWKGHWDLOHG
traditional shop frontages. Other shops of note are
the premises occupied by Lee & Co Estate Agents
and no’s 20 and 21 Churchtown with their stuccoed
facades. The three-storey Porthvean and St
Agnes Hotels add grandeur and height and indeed
SUHVHQFHLQWKLVDUHDFRQ¿UPLQJLWVVWDWXVDVWKH
commercial core of the settlement.
To some degree, the charm and intimacy of
&KXUFKWRZQLVGLVUXSWHGE\WKHÀRZRIWUDI¿F
often moving faster than the speed limits on
route to Trevaunance Road and Town Hill. With
intervention by the Highways Authority through
the implementation of better and more appropriate
KLJKZD\GHVLJQWKHWUDI¿FFRXOGDSSHDUOHVVRIDQ

intrusion. Use of cobbles as a road surface, or setts,
would add richness to the public realm and create
a point of transition for motorists to understand the
change in surface and equate it to a reduction in
speed and an increase in their awareness. Highway
interventions have also been lost under a blanket
of tarmac (in front of the Butchers, no 9 and no’s 20
and 21 Churchtown) and granite kerb stones have
been replaced with concrete (outside Churchtown
Arts). Details such as these should be rescued,
where possible, or reinstated to maintain the ‘history
at our feet’.
No 21 Churchtown (opposite Costcutter) creates
a pinch to the street and townscape. Here
pedestrians themselves can often feel pinched
between a lorry and the buildings. The necessity for
positive highway intervention to enable pedestrians
and motorists to use the space together without fear
of accident is paramount.

23.2
Trevaunance Road
The 19th Century Vicarage located on Trevaunance
Road marks a change from the clustered, tight
knit townscape of Churchtown to larger plots with
detached residences within relatively large grounds
surrounded by granite boundary walls.
Further along the road, Castle House an early
C19 cottage with stucco rendered front, and no 9
(Prospect House) with its rounded wall and semiconical roof add character to this particular area.
It is unfortunate that the later estate developments
did not continue the line of the street. As the road
quickly widens and the townscape disperses to the
low density developments of Wheal Quoit Avenue,
so too does the historic ambience of the settlement.
(Both of these estates lie outside of the current and
proposed conservation areas).

The alleyways that connect West Kitty to
Churchtown are two of the best routes to the
centre. As they wind their way down hill, around the
buildings, one sees glimpses over the tops of the
cottages towards the Church spire. Finally, around
the last corner one suddenly arrives in the heart of
the village. Improvements to the surface material,
street furniture, lighting and hand rails would greatly
enhance these pedestrian routes.
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23.3
Town Hill
Town Hill, a considerable feat of mid 19th century
road engineering is rural in atmosphere, any feel of
its relative ‘newness’ in the St Agnes morphology
is now lost in its woodland setting, giving it the
appearance of a pleasant country lane, with mature
hedges.
Other than St Agnes Church at the top of the hill,
developments runs along the northern side of
Town Hill. Grove House a late 18th century early
19th century dwelling house and Stippy Stappy 1
of a terrace of cottages running down the valley
side (one of the most recognisable built features
in St Agnes) add great character and architectural
richness to this part of the conservation area. A
quaint combination of fenestration, chimneys and
slate roofs combine to give exceptional village
charm. The small front gardens also add to the
general appearance.
The pavement narrows on this side of the road
until it re-emerges beyond Stippy Stappy. The
H[SHULHQFHRIIDVWPRYLQJWUDI¿FLVIHOWKHUHDV
YHKLFOHVVHHPWRÀ\GRZQWKHVWHHSKLOOWRZDUGV
Peterville. Perhaps the addition of a rumble strip or
new road surface material could be used to force
vehicles to use slower speeds here.

23.4
W est Kitty
The alley that leads past the Lee & Co building to
West Kitty is a delight as its turns around corners
of buildings. Small often single depth cottages
front, back and side onto the valley as it weaves
along. The cottages have a tucked away feel, not
being able to be reached other than on foot, as they
slowly creep up to the slope to west Kitty. At the
top of the alley, Wayside Cottages (grade ll listed
building), 2 adjoining cottages and a barn fronts
directly onto West Kitty Lane. A further alley leading
from Churchtown to West Kitty joins the lane by
Grey Cottage. Most of West Kitty is a good example
of former small holding plots many of which still
retain former mining boundaries delineated by
the Cornish hedges. These areas are historically
important and should be included in an extension to
the present conservation area.

Chapter 5

Fig 56. 52 & 53 Vicarage Road
-LBIIdwel
l
ings.

Fig 57. M iners& M echanics
Institute LBII 1893 Victorian
period.

Close to the play area off West Kitty Lane is an
ROGZHOOWKDWZRXOGEHQH¿WIURPVRPHFDUHDQG
attention, not least to make it safe.

Fig 58. Good exampl
e of
traditionalshop frontage.

The views from Town Hill towards Trevaunance
Cove through and over the top of the wooded valley
are beautiful. Management of this woodland area,
in particular litter (often thrown from cars) would
JUHDWO\EHQH¿WWKLVSDUWRIWKHFRQVHUYDWLRQDUHD

Fig 59. Cobbl
ed al
l
eyl
eading
to W estKitty.
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23.5

Chapter 5

Churchtown General Description

Main Characteristics
 &KXUFKWRZQLVWKHKLVWRULFFRPPHUFLDOFRUHWR
the village - shop fronts and business premises
clustered around small square - massing of
buildings helps to create an intimate atmosphere
 5LFKLQDUFKLWHFWXUDOVW\OHVPDWHULDOVVRPH
rendered, painted facades whilst others local
stone
 6XUYLYDORIFREEOHGDUHDVLQIRUPHUµPDUNHW¶
square , in front of butchers and newsagents
 7KHDUHDVMXVWEH\RQGWKHµFRUH¶DUH
characterised by larger plots often with individual
buildings - i.e. along Trevaunance Road
 *HQHUDOO\SRVLWLYHFKDUDFWHURWKHUWKDQVPDOO
incremental changes - signage, highway
interventions and some street furniture.
Activity & Uses
 &KXUFKWRZQLVWKHKLVWRULFFRPPHUFLDOFRUHWR
the village - shop fronts and business premises
clustered around small square
Townscape/Morphology
 PDVVLQJRIEXLOGLQJVKHOSVWRFUHDWHDQLQWLPDWH
atmosphere
 0RVWEXLOGLQJVRIGRPHVWLFWZRVWRUH\VFDOH
other than, Porthvean and St Agnes hotels and
St Agnes Church. The areas just beyond the
‘core’ are characterised by larger plots often
with individual buildings - i.e. along Trevaunance
Road

Trees, landscape, spaces & gardens
 /DFNRIWUHHVKHUHLQWKLVSULQFLSDOO\µXUEDQ¶
environment, other than the green space and
treed area which surrounds the Church, and
small pocket park opposite the Church at the top
of Town Hill

Listed Buildings
 3OHDVHVHHWKHPDSFRQWDLQLQJWKHJD]HWWHHU
information in the appendix for details of all listed
buildings. Some of the most notable buildings
here are:St Agnes Church, St Agnes Hotel,
Porthvean Hotel, Bank House, Churchtown Arts

Views and vistas
 0RVWO\LQWHUQDOYLHZVDORQJURDGLQWR
Churchtown, and from behind Churchtown
buildings views into settlement and beyond from
West Kitty

Unlisted buildings -ofinterest/townscape merit
 7KH2OG%DNHU\WHUPLQDWHVWKHYLHZORRNLQJ
north from centre of Churchtown, 16 & 18
Churchtown - good examples of traditional shop
frontages

Focal Points
 ,FRQLFIHDWXUHV6W$JQHV&KXUFKDQG6WLSS\
Stappy

Schedule Ancient Monuments
 :D\VLGH&URVV/RFDWHGDW6W$JQHV&KXUFK

Noise levels (ambient character)
 $OWKRXJKWKLVLVWKHµKHDUW¶RIWKHYLOODJHLQ
terms of commercial use, it is not predominantly
loud compared to the other parts of the village.
However, noise levels will be higher during peak
- shopping times, lunchtime and perhaps in the
evenings when Pub goers drink outside the St
Agnes Hotel or at delivery times. Seasonal wade
FKDQJHVDOVRKDYHLQÀXHQFHRQDFWLYLW\

Unique/unusual features
 6XUYLYDORIFREEOHGDUHDVLQIRUPHUµPDUNHW¶
square , in front of butchers and newsagents
Overall quality ofbuilt and natural environment
 *HQHUDOO\SRVLWLYHFKDUDFWHURWKHUWKDQVPDOO
incremental changes - signage, highway
interventions and some street furniture

Building type/architectural style
 5LFKLQDUFKLWHFWXUDOVW\OHVPDWHULDOVVRPH
rendered, painted facades whilst others local
stone
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Positive features
 *HQHUDOPDQDJHPHQWRIWKHEXLOWDQGQDWXUDO
environment high quality

 ,QDSSURSULDWHUDLOLQJV LHGHVLJQLV
unsympathetic to the age and style of the
building) in front of St Agnes Hotel

 0L[RIDUFKLWHFWXUDOVW\OHVEXLOGLQJPDWHULDOV

 7DUPDFKDVFRYHUHGKLVWRULFVWUHHWVXUIDFHV
(cobbles) in several areas

 +LVWRULFSDYLQJH[LVWVRXWVLGHVKRSIURQWVHJ
butchers - cobbles
 0DVVLQJRIEXLOGLQJVDURXQGQDUURZURDGFUHDWHV
an intimate atmosphere and a unique ‘sense of
place’
 1DUURZDOOH\ZD\VOHDGIURP:HVW.LWW\WR
Churchtown
 $OWKRXJKUHODWLYHO\TXLHWGXHWRLWVFRPPHUFLDO
premises the area is epitomised as being the
‘hub’ of St Agnes - the commercial heart of the
village
 *RRGH[DPSOHVRIWUDGLWLRQDOVKRSIURQWDJHVDQG
quality of complete facades with proper detailing
and character

Chapter 5

 'RPLQDQFHRIYHKLFOHVLQWKHµVKDSHG¶DUHDRI
the square
Issues
 3RRUFRPPXQLFDWLRQEHWZHHQ&RXQW\+LJKZD\V
Agency and District Council Conservation
section in terms of pre-consultation regarding
SURSRVHGWUDI¿FLQWHUYHQWLRQVUHVXOWLQJLQ
inappropriate changes to street furniture
signage, lighting and paving
 5HTXLUHPHQWIRUJXLGDQFHRQDGYHUWLVHPHQWV
shop fronts and street furniture to aid local
proprietors in maintaining their properties in
a manner sympathetic to the character and
appearance of the conservation area

Negative features
 2YHU]HDORXVXVHRIKLJKZD\VLJQDJHDQG
commercial signage which creates a negative
impact upon the character and appearance of
the area as it causes ‘visual clutter’

 (QKDQFHPHQWRSSRUWXQLW\±WRHQKDQFHWKLVNH\
area - seek grant funding

 8QV\PSDWKHWLFWUDI¿FPDQDJHPHQWLHSLQFK
point in the road, formed from tarmac and
pre-cast concrete curb stones (original granite
curb stones removed) and installation of plastic
bollards (rather than appropriately designed cast
iron)

 %RXQGDU\ZDOODOWHUDWLRQV

Fig 60. Proliferation of signage.

Pressures
 &KDQJHVWRXSSHUÀRRUZLQGRZVURR¿QJ
JXWWHULQJSDLQWFRORXUVWUDGLWLRQDO¿QLVKHV
 +LJKZD\ZRUNVUHVXUIDFLQJVWUHHWIXUQLWXUH
 $GYHUWLVLQJ
 7HFKQRORJ\LQVWDOODWLRQV
 9HKLFOHPDQDJHPHQW

Fig 61. Shop frontage could be improved.

 6HFXULW\PHDVXUHV GLVKHVZLULQJDODUPV
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