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historic surfacing. Substantial granite
kerbstones appear in many areas and
some parts of the later 19th century
suburbs feature unusual ceramic pavior
surfacing. Set within these units are iron
water channels featuring the names of
several former local foundries who cast
them – a truly locally distinctive element
in the streetscape.
Many of the central areas of the city and
those outside the centre developed up
to the mid 19th century are notable for
their footways of granite paving:
Boscawen Street, River Street, King
Street, Frances Street, Ferris Town and
Richmond Hill, and, of course, Lemon
Street. There are also examples of
surviving slate paving, such as at
Victoria Square.

Runnels set in ceramic pavior pavements
record the names of local foundry
manufacturers

Some of the best examples of this
historic surfacing are not prominent. In
Coombes Lane, off Pydar Street, it
occurs in association with a leat and on
the corner of New Bridge Street and St
Austell Street, it follows the Round
House’s curving façade. There has been
much erosion and loss: slabbed surfaces
are often gapped and discontinuous and
there are frequent instances of cracked,
uneven and poorly patched paving.
Pavement
widening
and
traffic
engineering has resulted in some
incongruous accretions to the paved
surfaces.

Impressive granite pavements and quality
detailing is a feature of many streets

These high-quality historic components
of the public realm are not generally
matched by modern provision, which is
frequently marred by poor design,
quality of materials and maintenance,
and by the overcrowding and cluttering
of distinctive spaces (for example, High
Cross and Lower Lemon Street).

Pydar Street poor public realm treatment

Modern surfacing and street furniture
generally fails to emulate the character
and distinctiveness of its historic
predecessors. In the pedestrian-priority
area of Pydar Street, for instance, is a
haphazard mix of non-traditional
herringbone, rectilinear brick paving and

More sensitive recent public realm works,
granite textured surfacing, River Street
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inappropriate mass concrete paviors,
with the width of the former
carriageway indicated in the surface
detail but not by a change of level; in
one area, granite paving slabs and kerbs
have been reused to create the surface
but in a haphazard way which fails to
give any sense of the street as an historic
thoroughfare. The area also has a
number of rectangular brick or blockbuilt planters and forests of poles for
suspending hanging baskets. The overall
effect is of clutter, masking the sense of
a thoroughfare and painting the
character of a post-war purpose-built
shopping precinct – there is little here to
indicate that this is an historic street in
an historic city in Cornwall. More recent
schemes, however, have sought to be
more sensitive. Enhancement works
along Princes Street and part of Quay
Street have incorporated the removal of
inappropriate concrete slabs and paviors
and replaced them with new granite
paving.
Other
more
limited
interventions such as build-outs, have
attempted to reflect the traditional local
palette with the use of setts in St Mary
Street and granite slabs in River Street.
A further example of modern
streetscaping
works
that
have
demonstrated sensitivity is the provision
of textured surfacing to assist
accessibility for those with partial sight.
In River Street textured granite slabs
have been used rather than standard
coloured concrete units.

Over-large traffic management signage
has a negative effect on the special
character of residential areas of town

instances being in the Frances Street,
Ferris Town and Richmond Hill area.
Associated switch boxes and Christmas
light connections also add to the general
clutter threatening to obscure the quality
of the buildings and streetscape.
Signage is a further crucial element
within the streetscape. A number of
traffic management signs relating to car
parking provision and availability have a
negative effect on the Conservation
Area. These large, internally illuminated
signs are set within sensitive historic
residential areas and bear little relation
to their setting, and instead threaten to
turn these historic areas into edge-oftown no-man’s-land.
Several areas of the city suffer from
public – private conflict where the
division between public access and
private land is unclear. A good example
of this is the terminus of the Leats. This
open space in the centre of the city is
criss-crossed by ope ways and therefore
busy with pedestrians cutting through.
However, it also functions as the service
area for shops fronting onto both Pydar
Street and River Street. As a result the
environment open to public view and
access is dominated by large skip-bins,
loading points with pallets and by
delivery vehicles.

Street lighting in some areas of the city
is appropriate to the scale and character
of streetscapes, such as at Lemon Street,
Strangways Terrace and the Rosewin
area, for example. However, elsewhere
lighting is frequently provided by tall
lamp standards of utilitarian design
resembling those encountered on major
roads or as basic utilitarian units actually
fixed to buildings at a high level. These
are certainly inappropriate for the
character of historic inner urban areas
and are in several instances jarringly
intrusive and incongruous, the clearest

Truro prides itself on its urban soft
landscaping. Key gateway points, such
as Trafalgar roundabout, are planted
with
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enhancement will be discussed in
Section 7.
Leats, opes, rivers and bridges

All historic towns have distinctive
historic features particular to them,
which help establish that place’s sense
of identity. Truro’s character is to a
degree determined by its response to
two rivers, the Kenwyn and the Allen.
In addition the network of streets in the
central part of the city is supplemented
by further criss-crossing networks of
leats (artificial water channels) and opes
(alleys).

Impressive soft landscaping is a feature
within the town

The leats, mainly granite walled and
floored channels but of varying styles
and dates, were originally cut and
constructed to power watermills
(notably that in Victoria Place, destroyed
in the 1840s). Some were used in other
industrial processes, but eighteenth
century Borough Council Order Books
contain several references that indicate a
further more domestic or sanitary use of
the leats.

Furniss Island Park - an important public
green
space
with
potential
for
enhancement

striking bedding displays during the
summer months and some streets are
lined with planters and hanging baskets.
Indeed in places the size and close
spacing of the baskets threatens to
obscure rather than enhance the
streetscape as a whole, eroding quality
with poor siting, design and materials.

• In 1771 people were obliged to pay
five shillings to have the water run
through their curtilages and yards
from the leats. Hatches to control
such flow into individual properties
were regulated by Edward Bartlett,
Sergeant of Truro.

Street trees are important features in
certain streets giving a sense of
permanence and longevity. Central
Truro has fewer open green spaces than
most other Cornish towns. However, its
potential for such spaces is high with
the two rivers, the estuary and a number
of existing and underused and undercelebrated green spaces including the
wonderful hillside Victoria Gardens, the
playing fields at Hendra, St George’s
Road, the Cathedral green and mill
pond, Furniss Island park and St Mary’s
cemetery, Kenwyn Road. Truro is
currently failing to make the most of its
assets in this regard and potential for

• The town mills were to be taken into
hand in 1785. It was agreed that as
much water should be turned into
the streets of this borough as could
conveniently flow through the
‘gutter’ in Coombe Lane, the
remaining water to be let with the
mills.
• In 1787 the surveyors of ‘Tregear
Water’ (ie the leat) were given power
to bring the leat into Truro and to
conduct it through the borough in
such a manner as they may thought
would ‘most conduce to the health
and convenience of the inhabitants’.
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In addition to the principal leats there
was a system of smaller subsidiary
gutters or ‘kennels’, often beautifully cut
runnels in granite paving stones, used
for street cleaning and more general
public health. The city’s leats system
now extends through a significant part
of the central area, including Pydar
Street, Coombes Lane, King Street,
Cathedral Lane, Boscawen Street and
Lower Lemon Street.
The distinctive leat system, The Leats

As well as the urban leat system a mill
leat (still surviving in Daubuz Moor)
also served Moresk Mill.
Much of the system has now been
culverted and lost to the townscape and
today the flow of water is controlled by
a small sluice on the River Kenwyn
between
Victoria
and
Waterfall
Gardens. Responsibility for the
maintenance of the system rests with
Truro City Council and Cornwall
Council when part of the highway.
Disabled access, pedestrian access and
bus dismounting points all threaten the
form of the channels, mainly by the
provision of coverings, sometimes with
utilitarian large iron sheets. There is
scope to make these bridges, where they
are necessary, more of a feature of the
city; the commissioning of more
decorative pierced grilles may be a
possibility.

Open ‘Kennels’ run through a number of
city centre streets, Coombes Lane

By being sinuous people cannot
normally see what is at their further end
and so they bring mystery as well as
interest to the townscape. They provide
shortcuts, but just as importantly they
allow pedestrians to enter a world
without cars and enjoy adventurous
exploration of the city in opes with
colourful and distinctive names such as
‘Squeeze Guts Alley’

Carrick’s Local Plan contains a policy
(4W – see Section 8) relating to the leats
that sets out to ensure that they are both
protected and remain uncovered
wherever possible. The leats should also
be considered for Listing (as they
already are in Helston).

Most of Truro’s opes are now scruffy
with various forms of paving and wall
surfacing, the latter usually blank. They
tend to be used for servicing adjacent
properties and have outdoor bins and
delivery doors. But this has always been
their use and scruffiness their character
– they were never either principal or
pretty routes.

Opes, a Cornish dialect term for
alleyways, are typically sinuous and
narrow passages running between plots
to link main streets and back streets.
They are likely to have medieval origins
and likely to have been more numerous
historically. As plots have been merged,
the opes marking the original
boundaries have been lost.

Any treatment of opes should seek to
make them safer without diluting their
character. Surfacing, lighting and
discrete signage (naming the ope rather
than its destination) are all important, as
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is reducing graffiti and the leaving of
rubbish bins. Security can be
significantly improved by use and the
consequent
increased
passive
surveillance levels.

generally poor public realm provision. It
is a major regeneration opportunity for
the city.
With two rivers running through the city
Truro also has many bridges. Old Bridge
existed by the 13th century, very early
for Cornwall, though the present bridge
here is modern, and West Bridge on the
Kenwyn and now lost beneath Victoria
Square was recorded in 1434. Lemon
Bridge is early 19th century and
Boscawen and Moresk Bridges even
later. Boscawen Bridge was largely lost
to
the
Morlaix
Avenue
road
development. However, like the rivers,
bridges
are
largely
unnoticed.
Opportunities to pause and ponder are
only provided by Old and New Bridges,
both on the Allen, with many of the
others now blighted by fast roads.

Increasing the permeability of Truro’s
centre through reuse of opes, linking
core streets with surrounding areas, can
lead to increased economic activity in
the rear buildings and first floors
reached by the opes. LOTS-type
schemes would encourage such use and
aim to achieve improved values,
occupancy and out of hours vitality.
Truro’s two freshwater rivers, the
Kenwyn and the Allen take their names
from the parishes where they rise. Their
tidal nature in Truro means they are
drained and muddy for large parts of the
day, but they do form valuable wildlife
arteries. Near their mouths, where they
merge to form the Truro River, there
are numerous historic quays, most now
overwhelmed
by
more
recent
development (Worth’s Quay, Lemon
Quay, Back Quay, Town Quay, Garras
Wharf etc). The Allen also contains a
small island (Furniss Island) and a mill
pond (Old Mill pond).

Celebration of leats, opes, rivers and
bridges could enhance appreciation of
the city.

The Kenwyn is culverted along much of
its passage through the city (from Castle
Street to the east of Walsingham Place).
There are records of it being ‘vaulted’
here as early as 1613. This is why River
Street now has no apparent river,
despite its curving east end being
presumably defined by its course. Even
when the river is open the surrounding
buildings are turned away from it,
reminiscent of when it represented
industry and squalor and was a stinking
drain.

Glimpsed view of the River Kenwyn, close
to Lower Lemon Street

The Allen is more open but is edged
with poorly landscaped car parks,
private apartment developments and
busy roads. Although there is a
‘Riverside Walk’ from the Truro River
and along the Allen, this is currently
poorly way-marked and suffers from

River Allen. Although its banks are
already more accessible than those of the
Kenwyn, there is much scope for
increased appreciation
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Landmarks and Views

Truro’s bowl-like natural setting is
crucially important to its visual
character, creating a variety of striking
views within, into and across the city
and reinforcing the importance of the
enclosing skyline (see Fig 10). It
emphasises the visibility of landmarks
and prominent sites, such as the
cathedral and City Hall in the centre
when looking in and of a number of
important features that define the ‘rim’
of the bowl and animate the skyline
when looking out. Among the latter are
Truro School, the Lander monument,
the former Infirmary and its chimney,
Kenwyn church, the Courts of Justice
and the railway viaducts.

Truro School forms an important feature
on the city skyline

The topography makes areas visible not
just in their own locality and immediate
setting but also from across the other
side of the city. Roofscapes and general
scale and massing are important features
in the overall texture of cross-town
views. Some later 20th century
developments have not observed the
requirement for good and appropriate
design that this high visibility demands,
notably around upper Pydar Street and
in the larger office buildings on Calenick
Street and Infirmary Hill.

The underlying topography makes Truro’s
townscape highly visible throughout the
city. Roofscape, massing and scale of
buildings is all important

Views to the city from the Truro River
and Malpas Road, frequently hailed by
past topographical writers as its finest
aspect, have been significantly eroded.
Views to the river from the wider
central area have been compromised by
Morlaix Avenue and the Tesco
supermarket and Staples / Currys
buildings. Open views are now publicly
accessible only from a vantage point in
the car park for the Tesco supermarket
on Garras Wharf. However, recent
riverside development along Malpas
Road has been of a higher architectural
quality, picking up on the bulk, textures
and colours of the mixed range of
warehouses that formerly flanked the
river here, and slotting in well with the
surviving 19th century buildings.

Views to the city from the river are still
impressive despite the impact major 20th
century redevelopment has had
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The
physical
topography
also
contributes to several valued vistas
within the city, up and down Lemon
Street and Richmond Hill, for example.
There are views to the centre,
particularly focusing on the cathedral,
down approach roads (Kenwyn Road,
Chapel Hill, Falmouth Road, etc) and
from many suburban areas. There are
also notable views of the two railway
viaducts crossing the Kenwyn and Allen
valleys.

The setting of the Conservation Area
includes some of the most damaged
areas of townscape, for example
Fairmantle Street

Those who enter Truro by train from
the east enjoy some of Cornwall’s most
spectacular urban views, the cathedral
seen as a vast vessel serenely floating
across a choppy roofscape. Although
the viaducts were rebuilt a century ago
in 1904, their predecessors were there
by 1859 so passengers in the 1880s,
1890s and 1900s would have patiently
watched the great cathedral rise from
among the dense pattern of streets.
Unfortunately modern travellers also
experience the less satisfying foreground
views to be had from the train,
particularly those across the modern
upper Pydar Street complexes.

Views are an important asset of the town
and need to be respected during
redevelopment

north west, the severance caused by
Morlaix Avenue to the east and the
inner ring road clearance along
Fairmantle Street, Charles Street and
City Road. The bus and coach station
sites in Tabernacle Street, Moorfield car
park and Calenick Street form further
areas of damaged townscape that
negatively impact on the Conservation
Area.

Views within the central core, at the
base of the topographical bowl, are
generally smaller in scale, limited by the
generally strong enclosure. These views
are sometimes fleeting and constrained;
along Union Place to the façade of St
Mary Clement chapel, for example, or
into the People’s Palace ‘backlet’ from
Pydar Street, or along the Allen to Old
Bridge. Again, the cathedral is an
important focal point, with frequent
glimpses to its spires above rooflines,
and striking views to it along Cathedral
Lane and Quay Street.

Routes into Truro through its historic
suburbs are for the most part positive in
the initial impressions they offer, with
trees, greenery and distinctive historic
fabric the dominant elements of
important views. Such views form first
impressions, and should be considered
important assets to be protected.
Previously dramatic views of the
cathedral, visible when descending
Morlaix Avenue, have been lost through
the siting and form of the Marks and
Spencer’s development on Lemon
Quay.

Setting of and approaches to the
Conservation Area

The immediate setting of the
Conservation Area includes some of the
most damaged elements of Truro’s
townscape – the lost burgage plots and
continuation of Pydar Street to the
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Access to the city centre, however, is
largely via the poor quality areas
described above and associated with the
inner ring road and Morlaix Avenue.
The clear exception is the Falmouth
Road – Lemon Street approach, which
provides an almost uninterruptedly high
quality route direct to the heart of the
city. The damaged zone also
accommodates almost all the city’s
major car parks – vehicle passengers are
therefore confronted through the latter
stages of their approach to the city and
the Conservation Area with some of its
least successful streetscapes.

commissioned for Truro’s Conservation
Area.

The railway station forms another key
arrival point to the city and its
Conservation Area. The public realm
and signage provision fail to recognise
this first impression.
Threats to the Conservation Area

The integrity, survival, completeness
and character of the Conservation Area
is threatened by both incremental loss,
such as the replacement of windows and
doors with inappropriate fittings, and
through more extensive change, such as
large scale redevelopments, but also
piecemeal infill.
Although there are no structures within
the Conservation Area registered on the
English Heritage Buildings at Risk
register (which only contains Grade I
and Grade II* listed buildings), there are
several unlisted and Grade II listed
structures that can be viewed as ‘at risk’
due to their poor state of repair and
vulnerability due to lack of use and long
term dereliction. In particular the
former Royal Cornwall Infirmary is
currently one such building, although
future plans for its reuse are in the
process of being prepared. Other
structures include 15 and 16 St Clement
Street a pair of stone-built cottages, a
rare survival in this part of Truro. It is
recommended that a systematic
Buildings
at
Risk
survey
be
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6
Areas of distinct
character within the
Conservation Area
Having outlined the history and defined
the character of the city as a whole the
appraisal now moves on to examine the
different areas of character that combine
to form Truro’s Conservation Area.
Each Character Area has its own
individual
biography
that
has
determined its present character. In
other words, the Character Areas are
differentiated by their varied historic
origins, functions, resultant urban
topography, built environment and
general streetscape and by the processes
of change which have affected each
subsequently (indicated, for example, by
the relative completeness or loss of
historic fabric, or significant changes in
use, activities and status), and the extent
to which these elements and processes
are evident in the current townscape.

3

Artisan housing – areas of 19th
century workers housing to the
north, south and west of the
commercial core.

4

Planned elegance – Lemon
Street and Strangways Terrace
area to the south of the
Conservation
Area;
Truro
School
and
residential
development along the estuary;
and St George’s Road area
including Victoria Gardens

5

19th century ‘Middle-class’
terraces – Residential suburbs
of stone and brick terraces, area
around the station; Kenwyn
Road; at the top of Mitchell Hill;
and Daniell Road

6

19th century town villas –
grand, mostly late 19th century
houses,
Falmouth
Road;
Crescent Road and Chapel Hill;
and The Avenue and Agar Road

Character Areas are used as a means of
examining character in closer detail and
of defining different areas within a
settlement. They define the general
differences in character and their
boundaries should not, necessarily, be
viewed as absolute, but more usefully as
indicative or ‘fuzzy’. There may be
anomalies within Character Areas that
better fit other defined areas, but what is
important in this methodology is the
over-all generality of character that is
based on specific details and features.
The Appraisal has identified six distinct
areas of character within the current
Conservation Area (see Figure 8).
1

City core – the primary
commercial core, secondary
commercial fringes of the city
and the cathedral precinct.

2

Working waterfront – area
around the convergence of the
Rivers Allen and Kenwyn.
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1: City core

a. The historic commercial core centred
around Boscawen Street.

This is a compact area in the historic
city centre, extending from Castle Street
in the west to St Clement Street in the
north, Morlaix Avenue in the east and
Lemon Quay in the south.

b. Nineteenth and twentieth century
expansion of the primary commercial
core into medieval and post-medieval
streets, including Pydar and Kenwyn
Streets, and onto formerly wharfed
riversides, including Lemon Quay
and Quay Street.

The public face of the city, this is the
place most experienced by visitors. It is
an area of daytime crowds, activity and
movements and has a developing
evening economy with the Hall for
Cornwall, pubs, clubs and restaurants.
Although a product of Cornish history
this area has recently developed some of
the appearance and atmosphere of a
typical small European city centre.

c. The cathedral quarter; a high
Victorian adaptation of a medieval
street pattern and imposition on it of
a relatively refined ecclesiastical
character. This area also includes
some important 18th century
surviving structures

The functional central commercial area
largely overlaps with the historic core of
the city but has significantly expanded in
the recent past. The area is strongly
differentiated from the rest of the city
by its commercial and civic functions,
architectural diversity, scale and high
levels of detailing. Although unified by
these features it has a number of distinct
component sub-areas.

d. Surrounding fringes that were
originally residential, industrial and
institutional, but which now provide
secondary shopping and servicing for
the primary core.

View of the city core taken from the cathedral
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This is a dynamic city centre and the
edges of its core are fluid and changing.
They could reasonably be mapped to
include the south side of Frances Street,
the lower part of Lemon Street, and
(through Tesco’s and Penrose’s) parts of
Character Area 2 (the Working
Waterfront), but this appraisal judges
that those areas retain sufficient integrity
with their host Character Areas to
differentiate them and therefore to keep
them separate.

Crossing points of the rivers have shaped
the urban form of the town. The ‘new’
bridge of New Bridge Street

Situated on the floor of the river basin
the area is generally level. Indeed the
only noticeable relief is at the northern
end of Pydar Street where the ground
rises to the north of High Cross. This
flat topography is in marked contrast to
the steep slopes of the rest of the city
set on the enclosing rising valley sides. It
fosters a contained, nested and enclosed
character to the townscape of the
commercial core. The two river valleys
and the tidal estuary framing this
Character Area were originally dominant
features although, as noted earlier, this
significance has been eroded through
twentieth century developments. It is
remarkable how little impact the two
rivers now make on this central area.
The Kenwyn is largely culverted and out
of sight and, despite having a riverside
walk, the banks of the Allen have been
extensively developed. Where these
rivers are visible and accessible their
public realm treatment has generally not
been sympathetic and their potential as a
positive asset for the city has not been
recognised.

Boscawen Street, Truro’s principal street

Lemon Quay, a new formal urban open
space

The historical topography of this part of
the city has been shaped by the need to
bridge the Kenwyn and Allen rivers and
the need to maintain access to the tidal
estuary, historically one of the principal
thoroughfares to and from Truro.
Medieval river crossing points shaped
the layout of the roads and streets and
today’s city still maintains and works
around the resulting irregular street
pattern.

Some twentieth century buildings are
unsympathetic to the character of their
surroundings. Former Marks and Spencer
building Union Place
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This character area contains the most
important public open spaces of the
settlement. These open spaces generally
occur naturally at road junctions, rather
than as planned features of the
townscape. Indeed several of the most
important open spaces of today’s
townscape (Boscawen Street and Lemon
Quay) were never conceived as grand
open spaces but have become such
places through redevelopments and
changes of use.

that form negative elements within the
streetscape. This is primarily because of
their poor participation in the character
of the area, particularly evident in the
lack of vivacity in their design
(compared with their 18th and 19th
century neighbours), resulting in flat
inactive facades. Some also have poor
quality finishes on their main elevations.
Some of the large modern rectilinear
units have a strong horizontal emphasis
which sits uncomfortably alongside the
strong vertical grain of the historic
streetscape.
Examples
include
Littlewoods, Nat West, the travel shop
on the corner of Boscawen and Lower
Lemon Street, Argos / Somerfield
premises at Victoria Square, and the
post office and former Marks and
Spencers store at High Cross. The new
Lemon Quay development has also
been criticised on similar grounds. Here
there was particular concern at the
partial blocking by the new development
of important views to the cathedral
from Morlaix Avenue, the principal
route through the city.

Boscawen Street, is Truro’s most
important
formal
open
space.
Acknowledged as the heart of the city, it
forms the focal point of the Character
Area. Converging roads emphasise that
this is the centre of the city, the place of
urban primacy. From here all other parts
of the city can be easily reached.
High Cross, Victoria Square, Union
Place and the spaces at the east end of
The Leats and the junction of Quay
Street, Prince’s Street and Morlaix
Avenue are other important (though
small) open spaces in a city where
generally narrow and curving streets are
the norm. Lemon Quay, originally a
working quay and industrial area, has
recently been made into a piazza-type
open public space whose scale and
activity can rival Boscawen Street.

The impact shop fronts and fascia signs
have on the streetscape cannot be over
emphasised. People’s experience of the
street is generally dominated by the
ground floor and this is the area that has
suffered more loss than upper floors. As
previously mentioned, the presence of
multi-national businesses in the primary
retail core has led to the significant loss
of 19th and early 20th century
commercial frontages in this area. The
modern replacement shop fronts display
a mix of success and appropriateness,
with poor examples eroding the quality
of the Conservation Area, streetscape
and the integrity of the historic buildings
in which they are set.

This area displays the most variety of
building materials and the most
consistency in the use of high quality
materials seen in the city. Numerous
types of local and exotic stone are used,
including granite both as ashlar, in a
rough form and as dressings and plinth
details. Local killas generally used as
rubble stone (sometimes treated as
ashlar) and Bath stone are also visible.
Other materials include colour washed
stucco, slate-hangings, and extravagantly
used brick, terracotta and even glazed
ceramics. Original roofs are almost
always of Cornish slate.

In the secondary commercial fringes
which are more dominated by smaller,
independent and local businesses, many
historic shop fronts survive adding a
richness,
ornamentation
and
individuality to the streetscape.

There are several prominent late 20th
century buildings within the city centre
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The historic public realm in the centre is
generally attractive including granite
setts on Boscawen Street, at High Cross
and in King Street and cobbles in some
of the back lots such as The People’s
Palace. The large area of granite setts in
Boscawen
Street
contributes
substantially to the sense of it as the
historic centre. Many pavements have
original large granite flags and most
have granite kerbs. Some of the back
lanes, like Coombes Lane and Cathedral
Lane have impressively robust granite
surfacing with either leats or ‘kennels’
(drainage runnels cut into the granite
slabs). More unusually timber block
paving survives under modern surfacing
in St Mary Street. This was recently
uncovered and recorded as part of a
highway resurfacing exercise.

Inappropriate shop-fronts can dilute
special character. Phones 4U, High Cross

Surviving historic shop fronts, Cathedral
Lane

The main weaknesses of the public
realm are the ageing seats, light fittings
and cycle stands, which do not sit easily
with their historic surroundings. Much
of the modern public realm provision is
poor, cluttering distinctive spaces and
utilising materials and components
which do not contribute to the overall
sense of quality in the area. Integration
of modern surfacing with existing
granite paving is generally poor, for
example in Pydar Street, High Cross,
and Lower Lemon Street. However, as
discussed in section 5, more recent
works have been more sensitive to
setting and are therefore more
successful.

High quality elements of the public realm,
such as granite pavements and kennels,
are mixed with lower quality materials and
clutter. Lower Lemon Street

Other clutter in the public realm is the
proliferation of projecting signs and ‘A’
frame signs as part of shop advertising.
Whilst these can be distinctive and a
valuable part of the character in some
areas, in others places they are simply
masking the inherent quality of the
historic buildings and streetscape.
Waymarking signage in general is a
further source of proliferating clutter, be
it pedestrian fingerpost signage, cycle
ways, car parking provision or traffic
management related.
Urban planting and street trees are often
positive features. Care is required to
ensure that such features do not become
negative clutter. Pydar Street
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street clutter that obscures the quality of
the historic buildings and streetscape
rather than enhance it. The planting on
Lemon Quay, while shown as part of
the integral design in early perspective
views and proposals, fails, in reality, to
reflect the scale and proportion of the
open space. Instead the planters tend to
look marginal and small. The last minute
addition of exotics in half barrel planters
to further define the road cutting
through the open space also directly
work against the area’s basic design
principle of being one large open area.

Other issues currently having a negative
impact on the traditional commercial
street scene are increased security
measures, including the introduction of
internal and external window grilles and
shutters, alarm systems, stallriser
upgrading to protect against ram raiding,
enhanced door designs and CCTV
provision.
Because of the physical and urban
topography, views within the Character
Area are often limited to immediate
streetscapes. The curving layout of
many of the streets provides a gradual
opening up of views and vistas and
promotes continued interest during
pedestrian
movement.
Particularly
notable are views along Boscawen
Street, along River Street, down Pydar
Street and Lower Lemon Street and into
Walsingham Place and Union Place.
Glimpses of distinctive buildings are
characteristic features of views here, in
particular the cathedral and its spires,
but also the Coinage Hall, City Hall, and
Barclays Bank. Skyline views are
generally limited within this centre core
by the density of build in the
foreground, but there are important
glimpses out to the viaduct, Truro
School, the Infirmary and up Lemon
Street to the Lander memorial. Lemon
Quay offers good vistas of the green
hillside above Poltisco and the
distinctive skylined profile of Truro
School, with the wider natural
topography providing a sense of the
tidal river partly concealed by Morlaix
Avenue and the buildings on Garras
wharf.

There are several green open spaces
including the area to the north of the
cathedral. As well as the enclosed lawn
immediately adjacent to the building, the
mill pond area, further to the north, also
provides an area of open space with
some planting and further potential.
Furniss Island park is a good example of
how the city currently turns its back on
the rivers. Although this park area is
sited on an island between two split
courses of the River Allen the river
banks and all views of the watercourses
have been screened off by hedges.
Traffic levels within the core are
relatively low (thanks to the by-pass and
inner ring road), but the narrowness of
the streets emphasises the impact of
both parking and the movement of
through vehicles. There is no parking on
the central streets, but significant
opportunist use of the peripheral areas
for short stops.
The edges and setting of this character
area are negatively affected by a number
of damaged townscape areas (mostly
outside the current Conservation Area
boundary). The outer edges of the area
are marked by a sharp transition in
character from the high quality
environment that defines the area itself.
To the north the central core is severed
from its residential suburbs by the
unenclosed car park where demolition
have led to the loss of the historic urban
grain, by areas of dereliction,

There is limited greenery in the city
core, which is generally appropriate for
an historic Cornish town. However,
street trees, planters and hanging
baskets all feature in the streetscapes
here. Existing trees act as significant
focal elements in the townscape, for
example at Pydar Street and High Cross.
Unfortunately planters and hanging
baskets often add more to the general
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unsympathetic new build (eg Halfords
on Trafalgar roundabout) and by the
busy St Clements / St Austell Road. To
the east Morlaix Avenue and the
associated ‘edge-of-town’ developments
severe the city from the waterfront and
to the north west the 20th century
development of upper Pydar Street has
led to the loss of the integrity of the
medieval topography. All routes running
out from the city centre emerge onto
the poor townscapes of the inner ring
road or Morlaix Avenue with the
exception of the Lemon Street /
Falmouth Road route.

Very high quality individual buildings
are found on the edge of the area in
Quay and Prince’s Streets, such as the
fine group of 18th century town houses
built for local landowners and
businessmen: Old Mansion House,
Prince’s House and Mansion House. In
High Cross is the famous later 18th
century Assembly Rooms. There are
also scatterings of fine 18th and early
19th century ashlar-fronted town houses
(now shops) in Boscawen and Pydar
Streets, the Royal Hotel in Lower
Lemon Street and groups of well
proportioned early 19th century
stuccoed buildings in Lower Lemon
Street, King Street, St Nicholas Street
and Victoria Square. River Street has
another fine series of three-storey town
houses (again now shops) which are
variously in stucco over studwork,
coursed killas with granite dressings, and
granite ashlar. Several red brick
buildings dating to the 1930s - 1950s (14
and 15 Boscawen Street (Burton’s and
Hawkshead), Stead and Simpson and
Bristol and West in St Nicholas Street,
the Back Quay elevation of 13-15
Prince’s Street (Woolworths), and
Harmsworth House also contribute to
the diversity of streetscapes –
maintaining the vertical emphasis and
use of detailing which characterises
much of the earlier built environment.

a. The historic commercial core

The commercial core of this Character
Area has a markedly diverse historic
built environment. Buildings come from
a wide range of post-medieval and
modern periods, and wide ranges of
architectural styles, materials, building
forms and heights. This has created a
highly detailed built environment with
closely textured streetscapes that offer a
wealth of visual interest, but with an
overall sense of quality, value and
significance. The area holds the greatest
concentration
of
Truro’s
most
distinctive and prominent historic
structures. Many of the major
institutional buildings are located here –
the cathedral, assembly rooms, library
and technical school, Royal Cornwall
Museum, St Mary’s Methodist church.
Of course, the large 19th and early 20th
century banks and shops are also here,
marked out by their flamboyant design
and use of a diverse and eclectic range
of materials and detail elements. Less
individually prominent buildings also
contribute to the overall sense of quality
in the area’s character and provide a
relatively ‘plain’ context for the more
elaborate structures. Even these plainer
buildings usually have some form of
ornamentation of their own, such as
plaster pediments over first floor
windows, pilasters, string courses and
raised quoin details.

The tight grain and sense of enclosure
are enhanced by the area’s many tall
buildings. Mostly of three storeys, but
some (in St Nicholas Street, Boscawen
Street and River Street) of four, and set
tight to the pavement on the
predominantly narrow streets, these
buildings produce an intensely urban
environment. Their strong vertical
emphasis accentuates the narrow plot
widths. Even where buildings have a
wider footprint the enclosed spaces
onto which they face emphasis their
height and their varied architectural
design subdivides them into strong
vertical bays. Exceptions to this pattern
are the cathedral – dating only from the
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later part of the 19th century, in part
replacing the medieval parish church,
but adding immeasurably to the
townscape both in long distance and
local views - and St Mary’s Methodist
church. Both front onto small open
spaces. Also, the former Truro Savings
Bank and neighbouring chapel in River
Street (now the Royal Cornwall Museum
and restaurant) both appear to have
been set back from the street to allow
better appreciation of their facades. The
same is true of the rather earlier grand
town houses in Prince’s and Quay
Streets.

The impressive architecture of the
Passmore Edwards library and Technical
School, Union Place

Plots are generally long and thin,
maximising
the
accommodation
attached to relatively small street
frontages. Remains of the original
burgage plots can be seen on the
western side of Pydar Street, their
pattern on the eastern side has been
largely lost through amalgamation due
to the pressure for buildings of larger
retail floor space.

Less individually prominent buildings still
display high quality detailing and
architectural enrichment, Pydar Street

Ope ways form an important element in
the permeability of this central core
area. Running between plots, they
provide pedestrian access through
blocks of development. Rather than
following the sometimes circuitous
routes of the roads the ope network
provides quick access throughout the
city. Pathways beside the Leats also
provide alternative pedestrian routes.
Narrow lanes through blocks of
development are also important –
Cathedral Lane is probably the most
attractive of these.

Three-storey former town houses, River
Street

Because of the high levels of
permeability in the area side and rear
elevations of buildings and premises are
often visible. Sometimes these were not
designed with this in mind (and are
therefore not carefully finished); others
are poorly maintained, or are used for
service functions that can have a
negative impact on the perceived quality
of the environment.
Interesting mix of architectural forms,
Victoria Square
54

July 2005 and updated March 2010

Truro Conservation Area Appraisal

6: Areas of distinct character
within the Conservation Area

and schools. This is also the area with
most of the city’s pubs and inns.

b. Nineteenth and twentieth century
expansion of the primary commercial
core

Pydar Street has an unusually poor
quality
public
realm
with
a
preponderance of artificial stone
paviors,
unsympathetic
concrete
bollards and planters, and hanging
baskets. This street, while an important
element of the medieval settlement, was
a mix of residential and secondary
commercial activity for much of the
19th and 20th centuries and only
became part of the core retail area with
a series of developments from the early
1970s.

The cathedral quarter is considered
separately below. Here we draw
attention to those parts of the city that
were until the second half of the
twentieth century dominated by small
scale residential, industrial activity, and
minor institutional buildings like schools
and chapels, but which have now been
drawn into the commercial heart of
Truro.
Unlike the adjacent badly modernised
and compromised Calenick Street (not
in the Conservation Area), Kenwyn
Street remains an historic streetscape,
with a relatively high survival of historic
buildings. Modern interventions, while
generally not distinguished, do tend to
be of more appropriate scale and form.
The street is narrow and sinuous with a
tight grain based on narrow plots.
Buildings are almost all set tight to the
pavement with a consequent strong
sense of enclosure; they are of either
two or three storeys and have a marked
lack of uniformity in their roof heights.
The William IV, a late 19th century pub,
is one of the street’s larger buildings and
the dressed granite and ornate Gothic
styling of the former Primitive
Methodist chapel close to Victoria
Square makes it a notable landmark.

Lemon Quay, despite its proximity, is an
even more recent extension to the area;
the open Kenwyn River along which the
quays were ranged was filled in during
the 1920s and 30s and the space used
until the mid 1990s for parking, minor
retail, and industrial and service
activities and some post-war office
development. Although some structures
– Harmsworth House, the Market Inn,
Bishop Philpott’s Library and the Back
Quay elevations of the former Market
House and Woolworths (13-15 Prince’s
Street) – hinted at its proximity to the
historic centre, it only became part of
the commercial core in 2002 with the
completion of a major retail
development and the creation of a new
urban public space. As yet it remains
distinct from the rest of the Character
Area and the success of attempts to
better integrate it is dependent on the
extent to which it more fully participates
in the character of the centre rather than
that of the adjacent bypass and out of
town shopping character of Morlaix
Avenue and Trafalgar Square area.

Little Castle Street and the south side of
Frances Street were built as small
terraced town houses with corner shops;
all are now in retail use (with some
residential accommodation above) and
form a distinctive group. Around the
edges of the commercial core are small
suburbs and industrial areas of the
medieval and post-medieval town. Set
along and between historic routeways
and river crossing points, these are
mainly narrow and sinuous axial streets
and connecting lanes. They are still
generally mixed use areas with
residences alongside industrial and
storage buildings and institutional
buildings such as nonconformist chapels

Along Back Quay, to the east of the Hall
for Cornwall, is a good group of mid20th century buildings with varied
facades, including Woolworths and the
Pannier Market.

55

July 2005 and updated March 2010

Truro Conservation Area Appraisal

6: Areas of distinct character
within the Conservation Area
c. Cathedral quarter

One of the more distinctive sub-areas of
Truro is on the northern side of the
medieval town, with its routes out via
Old and New Bridge Streets and
piecemeal infilling of intervening spaces,
creating lanes and opes, some giving
access to the Town Quay and the banks
of the Allen. It included a mill and
small-scale industrial activity. The
coming of the cathedral saw the
demolition of a number of buildings and
the displacement of traditional activities
carried out here. However, the
successful insertion of the cathedral into
this context in the later Victorian period
added an additional layer to this
quarter’s distinct character, which now
combines – among other elements – the
atmosphere of a cathedral precinct, of
medieval back streets and of a
prosperous 18th century mercantile
quarter.

Kenwyn Street

The area fringes the present commercial
core and complements it with a mix of
secondary uses, predominantly specialist
retail,
professional,
leisure
and
residential, and with a significant
evening economy component. There is
bustle and activity here without the
congestion and crowds of the main
commercial core.

Little Castle Street, former town houses
now in retail use

Features include the maze of sinuous
narrow streets, lanes and alleys, with
bridges over the narrow river channel.
They create, on a small scale, something
of the atmosphere of medieval cathedral
cities such as Canterbury or York,
welcoming intimacy. It is one of those
areas of Truro that is extremely
permeable (lots of opes, alleys and lanes)
but not immediately legible for the
stranger. Its dimensions, qualities and
special features may not be evident at
first; they have to be sought out and
explored.

Back Quay elevation of 13-15 Prince’s
Street. Part of a good group of mid 20th
century buildings.

The inner part of the area is generally
strongly enclosed but there are a few
open spaces including the cathedral
garden and millpool and at the junctions

The cathedral quarter, High Cross
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of Duke Street and St Mary’s Street and
of Princes Street and Quay Street. The
historic open space at the Green is now
occupied by the bus station.
Landmarks include the cathedral, 18th
century merchants’ houses on Prince’s
and Quay Streets, the former grammar
school, St Mary’s Sunday School,
Bishop Philpott’s library, the former
cathedral school, the Roundhouse, the
Old Ale House (originally a draper’s,
with early 20th century terracotta by
Alfred Cornelius (one time assistant to
Silvanus Trevail) and Wearhouse, 10
Prince’s Street. There is also a wealth of
other less prominent 18th and 19th
century buildings which have a diversity
of building materials, heights (generally
lower than in the commercial core) and
architectural styles, combining to create
a strongly textured and detailed built
environment. The area includes some of
Truro’s most photographed scenes.

Duke Street and St Mary’s Street junction,
sinuous narrow streets

The outer edge of this sub-area is
marked by a sharp transition in
character as all routes emerge onto the
poor townscapes of the inner ring road
or Morlaix Avenue. Its fringe is much
eroded and gapped – Old Bridge Street
car park, St Mary’s Methodist church car
park, derelict cottages on St Clement
Street and an adjoining gap site, Furniss
Island park.

Old Bridge Street: 18th century red brick
house, St Mary’s Sunday School and the
Barley Sheaf public house

There are some poor later 20th century
buildings within the area, but although
these do tend to have a negative impact
on the sense of quality in their
immediate locality, the tight grain and
small scale of the streetscapes reduces
their wider effect.

Old Bridge Street car park, dramatic loss
of enclosure

The area along the Allen between New
Bridge Street and Morlaix Avenue,
however, can be distinguished by the
almost complete removal of historic
fabric and its recent replacement with
tall
apartment
developments,
presumably intended to hint at the form
of waterside warehouse structures.
Security gates restrict pedestrian access

Recent apartment developments along
the Allen have effectively ‘privatised’ the
area
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to these developments and this, with the
extent to which they overlook and
utilise the Furniss Island park as setting,
has had the effect of ‘privatising’ much
of this area.

Issues,
opportunities
recommendations

and

Strengthen connections with the rivers and
waterfront

• There is a need to strengthen the
connection of the main city centre
with the rivers that run through it
and the waterfront area (Character
Area 2). This link was once much
more dominant in the character of
the city and is part of its
distinctiveness that requires reemphasis.

d. Surrounding fringes

Much of the setting of this part of the
Conservation Area has suffered through
20th century road developments and
large-scale clearance and redevelopment
of areas edging the by-pass and the
inner ring road. As a result much of the
area fringing this Character Area is of
poor townscape value, with many
important historic connections and
relationships
with
surrounding
Character Areas either damaged or lost.
Important approaches to the centre pass
through this damaged townscape and
allow negative perceptions of the city
and the Conservation Area to develop.
As with the individually damaging
modern buildings identified in the
streets, these fringe areas fail because
they appear to pay little respect to their
sense of place and the formerly coherent
surrounding character. Instead of the
relatively organic, small scale and finely
grained development that characterises
the city’s core, these areas are rigidly laid
out in numerous large blocks, the
buildings often having unattractive
standardised facades, poor quality
materials and finishes and bland public
realm surroundings. Places with
architecture and urban design like this
include the office developments of
Upper Pydar Street, the industrial units
and multi-storey car park off St Clement
Street, the out-of-town industrial shed
development around the Morlaix
Avenue bypass, the service area and car
park developments along the inner ring
road including Fairmantle Street and
Charles Street. There are significant gap
sites
here
which
do
provide
opportunities for regeneration that can
help repair the historic environment and
so enhance the Conservation Area.

• In order to achieve this, rivers,
bridges and water in general (for
example the leats system) should be
emphasised and celebrated in the
townscape. This could involve
enhancement works to these areas
and features, such as along the
existing riverside walk, and increasing
access and visibility of the rivers,
such as with refurbishment of
Roberts ope (the ope that runs along
the river from Lower Lemon Street
to Boscawen St).
• Connections between the core area
and the waterfront can be
strengthened through the protection
and enhancement of views between
the areas. New development in the
transition area between the two
should not take on the character of
the out of town stores on the southeast side of the bypass. There should
be more references to the area’s
former maritime use, potentially
through public art such as the
proposed sculptures and water
features on Lemon Quay.
• Furniss Island park, historically, a
quay, should technically not be in this
area, but in the Working Waterfront
(Character Area 2). This space offers
the potential to extend the character
of the waterfront into the city and
strengthen its maritime links. A
similar extension could be applied to
Lemon Quay; certainly the Compton
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Castle or a similar vessel and its basin
should be retained and more actively
used in this way.

addition of a focal point and
possible improvement to parking
provision.
o The open space at the east end of
The Leats is enclosed by the
uninspiring and poor rear service
elevations of properties and is
again dominated by turning and
parked vehicles. This is already a
well enclosed space but suffers
from
the
conflicting
public/private use demands.
However, even the simple
addition of street trees in this area
would enhance it as a space.

Address underuse in the evenings

• The management of evening
activities
appears
to
be
uncoordinated,
missing
the
opportunity to enjoy the area’s
quality historic environment at the
quieter times of the day.
o Main evening activity areas are
peripheral to the centre (Calenick
and Charles Streets, west of
Victoria Square; between the
cathedral and the east end of
Boscawen Street; the lower end of
Lemon Street), drawing people
away from it.
Enhance open
townscape points

spaces

and

o High Cross is nicely enclosed by
the cathedral on its east side, the
Assembly Rooms to its north and
the fine shops along High Cross
to its south, but is compromised
by the relatively brutal architecture
of the post office and the former
Marks and Spencer’s to its west.

focal

• Few of the commercial core’s open
spaces are wholly successful. To
promote the success of the city and
its ease of use and legibility these
spaces should be enhanced.

o Similarly, Union Place has
wonderful structures forming its
north and east sides (the Library
and
St
Mary’s
Chapel
respectively), and has bustling
Pydar Street to its west, but is
marred by the former Marks and
Spencer’s building to its south.

o Boscawen Street works well as the
heart of the city, but the other
public spaces are less effective.
Even Boscawen Street has been
made less welcoming by the
recent rerouting of much of the
city’s bus traffic through it,
although the removal of most cars
has been beneficial. Its urban
primacy should be asserted
through ensuring it is the best
urban space within the city.

o The
grassed
enclosure
immediately north of the cathedral
is a valuable retreat in the heart of
the city but is under-provided
with benches and so seems a little
unwelcoming.
o The widenings along Quay Street
are again dominated by traffic
management.

o Victoria Square is dominated by
traffic and parking and merges
formlessly with the junctions with
River, Kenwyn and Calenick
Streets. Further definition of this
area as a ‘Square’ would be
beneficial, with greater emphasis
on its form and containment, the
quality of its buildings through
appropriate improvements, the

o Lemon Quay is poorly defined by
recent developments on its south
side and by Morlaix Avenue on its
east end, as also where it merges
with the bus station (on the
former Green). It still lacks focus
and apart from when there are
street markets and other organised
events it also lacks significant
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buildings and the movement of
buses reduce the contribution that
the imposing Bishop Philpot’s
Library makes to the adjoining
Lemon Quay area. There are
opportunities here to enhance and
improve the frontages to Lemon
and Back Quays with both existing
structures and the opportunities
that
adjacent
redevelopment
proposals represent.
Potential for enhanced public space at the
east end of the Leats

Conserve and protect historic buildings
and architectural integrity

• Commercial properties are subject to
great pressures for change and even
the residential properties within the
core area are subject to the same
pressures
for
incremental
degradation as those elsewhere in the
Conservation
Area.
Piecemeal
alterations, removals, and accretions
are gradually damaging the historic
fabric and diluting the historic
character of the area. These include
the loss of original roof and wall
coverings, windows, doors and other
detailing, as well as enclosing railings,
walls etc.

The cathedral garden, a valued sanctuary

• In general there is a need for ongoing
and constant general maintenance of
historic buildings in order to reduce
the need for costly repairs. Where
works are required there should be
sensitivity to the historic fabric
including the use of traditional
materials, techniques and the use of
skilled contractors.

Unsympathetic shop front treatment and
partially blocked and grilled first floor
windows erode the architectural integrity
of this historic building, 2 King Street

• There is an increasing issue that
different parts of buildings are being
treated in different ways, for example
ground
floors
are
generally
dominated by shop fronts (see
below), with works to upper floors
introducing different windows and
different colour schemes. It is
important to ensure that buildings
can still be read as a whole and that
they retain their architectural

activity. The sense of the Quay as a
major designed public space has
been eroded by intrusive traffic
management
measures
and
insertion of a confusing clutter of
street furniture and other public
realm elements. The raised by-pass
(Morlaix Avenue) and the back of
Tesco
beyond,
provide
an
unattractive terminus to Lemon
Quay. Prominent bus station
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integrity. Works should always be
sensitive to the building’s form.

form of signs and security devices
such as CCTV cameras, shutters,
grilles and alarms, there is a need for
careful consideration of the design
and location of these features.

• Shop fronts within this central area
are a key issue. Surviving traditional
shop fronts could be better
celebrated and used as exemplars to
encourage the sympathetic design of
new frontages. Shop fronts are an
integral part of any building and
should reflect the character and
architectural style of that building.
New shop fronts therefore need to
be sympathetic both to the building
in which they are set and the general
streetscape. Carrick have adopted
‘Shopfronts, Signs and Blinds in
Falmouth, Penryn and Truro
Conservation Areas’ (January 1997)
as
Supplementary
Planning
Guidance. However, this document
could usefully be revised and
expanded upon. In order to be of
maximum use for the enforcement of
policy it needs to include information
detailing the consultation and
participation processes it went
through during production.

• To achieve all of these Cornwall
Council should be encouraged to
make full use of all the policies set
out in Section 8. Their enforcement
is of paramount importance for the
upkeep, protection and enhancement
of the special character of the city.
Address negative townscape issues within
the setting of the Conservation Area

• The poor quality of the townscape
immediately
beyond
the
Conservation Area affects the city
core more than any other part.
Opportunities exist in St Austell
Street, Fairmantle Street, Tabernacle
Street, Charles Street, Calenick Street,
Pydar Street and St Clement Street to
enhance the setting and experience
of the city core and reconnect the
centre with its surroundings. In
particular existing local plan policy
4M needs to be applied and enforced
as part of this process (see Section 8
for further discussion).

• The pressure for internally lit fascias
and shop fronts is having a growing
effect on the Conservation Area. To
reduce their potentially negative
impact, application and enforcement
of the existing policy is required. This
states that illuminated signs should
be limited to pubs and late-night
establishments and that their signs
should be lit in a manner which is in
sympathy with the character and
appearance of both the buildings to
which they are attached and the
Conservation Area.

Address negative buildings and sites

• A number of buildings, mainly
modern, are of inappropriate form,
design quality and scale for their
setting in the Truro Conservation
Area and opportunities should be
sought to replace them with better
designed structures. These include 19
Boscawen Street (Littlewoods), 2-4 St
Nicholas
Street
(National
Westminster), 9-11 Victoria Square
(Argos), 26 Boscawen Street (Co-op),
Halfords, 4 Kenwyn Street (Burger
King), 6 Boscawen Street (currently a
travel agents), all three Marks and
Spencer’s shops (Pydar Street and
Lemon Quay), and the former Tesco
store
in
Pydar
Street.
Characterisation provides the means

• In order to better inform new shop
front design it is therefore
recommended that Policies and
Supplementary Planning Guidance
are prepared for Shop Fronts,
Signage and Illumination.
• To minimise the negative impact on
historic buildings of clutter in the
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surviving historic public realm work.
Use of Cornish granite (rather than
over-machined imported granite)
should be encouraged wherever
appropriate.

of identifying what does and does
not ‘work’, in terms of scale, form,
complexity, detailing, colour and use.
It should inform design for future
replacement buildings in this core
area.

• Carefully planned and designed
urban greening in the central core
could greatly enhance the character
and enjoyment of key places and
meeting places. For example street
trees could be introduced at the
terminus of the Leats, in Victoria
Square and on the Green (now the
bus station). Other underused and
undervalued spaces could be
enhanced by greening, such as the
mill pond. Existing urban green
spaces such as the Cathedral garden
could be more effectively used.

• Several sites and areas have potential
for enhancement including the area
north of the Allen, between Old and
New Bridge Streets; The Leats;
Lemon Quay; St Austell and St
Clement Streets.
Enhance the public realm and general
streetscape

• Perhaps the most fundamental
potential improvement to the public
realm is through the ‘decluttering’ of
streetscapes, that is removing
extraneous street furniture and other
components (traffic management
signage and hardware etc) to allow
the quality of buildings and spaces to
be made manifest again, for example
in Pydar Street and in Lower Lemon
Street. Signage throughout the area,
be it fascia signs, projecting signs, ‘A’
frame signs, pedestrian finger post
signs and traffic signs is proliferating
and is threatening to obscure the
quality of the historic environment
and clutter the streetscape. To this
end it is recommended that a
thorough audit of street furniture and
signage, both historic and more
recent, be carried out to inform a
‘decluttering’ programme. Following
such a programme the need for
strong townscape management and
coordination between agencies, local
authorities, shop owners and other
users is required to ensure that future
clutter does not reappear.

The mill pond area offers scope for
enhanced appreciation of the river

• Public realm enhancements – in this
core area, there should be an
insistence that the quality and
workmanship of public realm
materials be immediately evident. It
should emulate and draw inspiration
in terms of design and materials from
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tide the estuary drains, exposing the
deeper cut channels (which retain water)
and mud floor of the rivers. Whatever
the tidal conditions this area attracts
birdlife, their swooping landings and
soaring take offs adding to movement
and activity and their plaintive calls
adding characteristic ‘seaside’ sounds
that help to tie this part of the city to its
historic roots.

2: The working waterfront

This Character Area, located at the
convergence of the Rivers Allen and
Kenwyn, contains the surviving
remnants of once much more extensive
working waterfronts. Ships and barges
would load and unload a wide variety of
materials here. Its distinctive historic
fabric and topography still engender a
sense of the city’s historic links with
maritime trade. Historically, into the
early part of the 20th century, this trade
and associated industry dominated the
waterfront and river courses and was a
key element in Truro’s prosperity. It was
also extremely significant in the
development of the fabric and character
of the whole city. The Character Area
would once have extended into Lemon
Quay, Furniss Island and along the tidal
stretches of the rivers into the heart of
the city.

The urban topography of the area has
historically been dominated by the river
courses. Historic buildings, functionally
tied to the river and its vessels, flank and
face the waterfronts and align with the
flow and form of the channels.
Twentieth century elements, however,
pay less regard to the river. The bypass
and Tesco superstore and its
surrounding car parks do not effectively
address their stunning locations and so
have become negative factors here.
The area retains some distinctive
historic structures, but there has been a
rapid erosion of these in recent years.
Blocks of offices and flats have replaced
many of the former warehouses and
quayside buildings. In fact some of the
most exciting and inspiring new
architecture in the city has been created
here in the recent phase of building. To
some extent these have followed the
basic elements of mass, scale and colour
of their predecessors and they do have
main facades against the river edge. At
the same time, and partly because they
perform modern functions (residences,
offices etc rather than warehouses), they
have also introduced a significant
element of contemporary design,
materials, colour and detailing to the
area, successfully raising its profile
within the city and confirming the area’s
potential for contributing to Truro’s
vitality. Nevertheless many locally
distinctive elements in the area’s built
environment have been either lost or
significantly eroded.

With the decline in maritime trade this
area’s extent, its waterways, quays and
associated buildings have been reduced,
eroded and in some cases lost. As part
of this process this Character Area has
become isolated from the historic core
of the city. What was once a crucially
important element of the city has been
severed from it, most notably in the
early 1970s by the Morlaix Avenue dual
carriageway bypass. The area is currently
an under-utilised asset; its future
reclamation, reintegration with the rest
of the city, and treatment of its fabric
and character are all likely to be very
important for the future success of
Truro.
This area is obviously dominated by the
courses and convergence of the two
rivers. The ebb and flow of the tides
create an ever-changing scene. At high
tide the water surface is alive with
reflections of sky and cloudscapes and
the mirror images of the flanking
building elevations. Water movement,
ripples and swells enliven the area and
emphasise its maritime character. At low

As noted above, buildings on the
eastern bank of the Truro and Allen
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Rivers rise up from the very edge of the
quaysides. Although many of the
buildings are dual aspect, spanning plots
from the waterfront to Malpas Road,
their principal elevations face onto the
water. These are active facades with
multiple window forms, extensive
balconies and broken rooflines. The
towering elevations enclosing the
narrow and winding Malpas Road
behind tend to be in comparison rather
plain and uninspiring, being dominated
by service functions. There is a variety
of building widths, masses and
architectural design from the mid 19th
century warehouse bulk of Blewett’s
bakery with its plain painted rendered
elevation with an emphasis on the
horizontal to the narrow, colourful,
strongly vertical tower of the early 20th
century HTP mill building a little further
down the river.

South side of Town Quay

Blewett’s Bakery and the waterside
elevation of the HTP mill are the last
major buildings relating to Truro’s
historic trading functions to survive in
the area. The Harbourmaster’s building
on Town Quay is also important in
maintaining a sense of its former
working character.

Award winning West Briton offices

The new buildings on the east bank
have introduced a surprising range of
materials with the timber cladding of the
West Briton offices, reminiscent of the
river’s timber clad vessels, timber yards
and timber clad warehouses. The group
as a whole is colourful, with themes of
creams, whites, greys and most notably
brick red inspired by the façade of the
HTP mill building. Forms also vary,
with the multiple gables and vertically
divided façade of the new West Briton
offices contrasting with the rounded silo
or funnel inspired forms of the
residential building that now forms the
southern limit of the group. The high
quality detailing and moulding of the
HTP mill have stimulated complex
frontages to the new buildings. There is
a consistency of scale and an effective

Surviving early 20th century HTP mill and
new residential development it inspired

Harbourmaster’s office, Town Quay, an
important historic survival
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rhythm of complementing forms here
that works well.

been converted to commercial use as a
florists and a coffee shop / restaurant
and is moored in a small basin off
Lemon Quay. It is the only element of
this Character Area to survive to the
west of the bypass and is the place
where the commercial core and the
waterfront Character Areas come closest
to connecting.

The western bank is dominated by car
parks and Tesco superstore. In their
current forms Tesco and the adjacent
‘out-of-town’ type warehouse stores do
not enhance the character of this
important Character Area and do not do
justice to this prime location. Tesco
forms an unattractive functionalist block
terminus to views from Lemon Quay
and is also a nondescript or negative
feature in views from the river to the
city. It makes no reference to or positive
use of its beautiful location, having a
largely inactive elevation along the river
side of its plot. There is clearly potential
for considerable enhancement of the
Conservation Area and the city as a
whole in future treatment of this site.

Pedestrian access to the waterfront area
from the commercial core is via
unattractive subways and routes with
poor public realm and legibility qualities.
There is a public right of way along the
western bank of the Truro River,
passing the inactive façade of the Tesco
superstore. This footpath provides
spectacular views of this Character Area
but its surfacing, boundary treatment
and street furniture and fittings are
currently missed opportunities to
enhance the character of the area and
encourage use of the route. Despite
their proximity to the busy bypass,
Town Quay and Worth’s Quay have an
oddly secluded air. Activity levels have
been boosted by the construction of the
West Briton offices and the apartment
buildings
with
their
balconies
overlooking the river, but the
historically appropriate way they have
been built up to the water edge does
mean that they effectively privatise this
bank of the river.

The historic fabric of the quays
themselves is of interest and of
importance in terms of contributing to
the maritime character of the area. It
makes this area comparable to other
Cornish harbour towns. The listed
Town Quay incorporates elements of
probably early 18th century walling of
vertically set killas.
The concrete bridge with bleak
galvanised railings and highway standard
lights that carries the Morlaix Avenue
bypass is startlingly functionalist. Its low
parapets do allow views onto the river
and into Lemon Quay and Quay Street,
but the relentless flow of traffic
minimises any pleasures these views may
offer travellers. For pedestrians the
bypass forms a major obstacle to
movement, barrier to views and
(through the constant noise and fumes)
a significant disincentive to move
between the river and the city.

Important views from the river to the
city centre focus on the cathedral’s
spires. This was the crucial historic
approach to the city and this view can
still be of great importance.
This is an important transition area
between the city and its surrounding
countryside with dominant views to
surrounding fields. Soft landscaping
within the area makes a positive
contribution to the environment of the
Conservation Area. Mature trees along
the western side of the waterfront,
adjacent to the Tesco car park overhang
the footpath, creating a near tunnel of
branches and leaves giving a dappled

Boats are a crucial element of the
character of this area; moored vessels,
the arrival and departure of the
Enterprise ferry services, and other boat
movements are all points of interest. A
paddle steamer, the Compton Castle, has
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light when in leaf. Also the growing
maturity of planting within the Tesco
and Garras Wharf car parks is having an
increasingly important impact on
breaking up the sea of cars and
providing some enclosure in an
otherwise wide open space.
Issues,
opportunities
recommendations
Malpas Road
warehouses

elevation

of

and

former
Strengthen
centre

connections

with

the city

• This area needs to reconnect with the
city centre following the artificial
severance that took place during the
20th
century.
The
following
recommendations could actively
reclaim this Character Area, extend
its geographical scope and reconnect
it with the city centre.
o Reclaim this Character Area
through better use of the
waterfront, especially around the
Tesco store.

The Compton Castle, Lemon Quay.
Important in connecting the town centre
with the waterfront, a once much stronger
connection

o Extend the area through better
maritime references on Lemon
Quay, Furniss Island park and
along the courses of the rivers.
Visual and actual connections
between the Compton Castle and
the rest of Lemon Quay could be
improved. The proposed public
sculpture planned for installation
on Lemon Quay could express
more clearly maritime linkages of
the public space and the city itself,
including the use of water.

Subway approach to the riverside

o Improve
accessibility
and
connection between the two areas
through general enhancement of
the existing river walk, including
better signage and public realm
(see below). Better solutions to
the approach routes, the subways,
ramps and steps should be sought.
Preferably this pedestrian route
should run alongside the river
channel from Lemon Quay
emphasising the topography and

Enhancement of the riverside walk offers
great opportunities
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natural connections between the
two areas. The potential of a
footpath passing under Morlaix
Avenue could be examined.

enabling increased enjoyment and
acknowledgement of the spectacular
setting. Future opportunities for new
build on this site require careful
handling. The quality of design and
materials
should
respect
the
importance of this site within the city
as a whole and its setting in
particular, and should not be guided
by the present poor quality of the
Tesco store. Any new building
should respond directly to the river
and enhance rather than compromise
the historic character of the area.
With the east side of the waterfront
being increasingly privatised it is vital
that the western bank is open and
inviting to the public. Scale, massing
and height of any new build are all
sensitive issues. Although the
building should respond to the scale
of the site and setting, care is
required so that significant views are
not compromised between the site
and the city, and from the city to the
site and beyond. A negative
implication of introducing taller
buildings on the site is the increased
overshadowing effect they could
have on the channel, moored boats
and the general environment. But
equally a building that enclosed and
celebrated the waterfront more
effectively could enable people
looking out from the city centre to
more immediately appreciate that
they were looking towards a winding
river.

Strengthen and promote connections with
the surrounding landscape

• Enhance links between Truro city
centre
and
its
surrounding
countryside through this area with
improved links to Boscawen Park,
Malpas and the Newham waterfront.
Places like Pencalenick and St
Clement are both within walking
distance. Potential links could include
development of a river taxi,
provision of dedicated cycle routes
and perhaps a circular route linking
the city to the park promoting the
health and exercise potential of the
area.
Protect and conserve historic industrial
buildings

• Protect the few surviving historic
buildings in this area, none of which
is currently listed.
Ensure new build opportunities positively
enhance the character of the area

• Ensure that the designs of new
developments on the eastern bank of
the Truro River continue to be of
high quality and make proper
reference to the surviving historic
structures These include the extant
warehouses and the high quality
architecture of the Parade and other
adjacent streets.

Enhance the public realm and general
environment

• Many of the publicly accessible
spaces and routes in this Character
Area are undermined by their poor
public realm. The potential quality,
excitement and enjoyment of this
area should be expressed in it public
realm provision. Street furniture,
signage, surfacing and approaches to
the area provide the opportunity for
the rivers to be celebrated as an

Increase the positive and appropriate use
of Garras Wharf and the Tesco site

• The Tesco area was historically an
open working quay and industrial
area. There is potential for improving
the present use of the space by the
superstore and its extensive parking
area. At minimum, the current
building could be altered to provide
an active edge against the river,
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integral part of Truro’s character.
The
restrained,
subtle
and
understated use of public art could
also be a means of bringing the spirit
of this area to life.
• Worth’s Quay could be upgraded as a
continuation of Furniss Island park.
There is great scope here for
additional soft landscaping to screen
the noise and pollution of Morlaix
Avenue and provide a visual
connection with the greenery of
Malpas Road and Boscawen Park.
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pattern of terraces of artisan housing
flanking roads.

3: Artisan housing

Surrounding the core of the city centre
are several areas dominated by terraces
and rows of modest, 19th century,
industrial workers’ or artisans’ housing.
These buildings flank narrow streets and
are set hard to the pavement edge
creating a tight grain and strong sense of
enclosure within the townscape - a
distinctly urban character. These are
areas of great charm and considerable
historic interest. Because of the basin
form of Truro’s topography these
hillside areas are highly visible in
townscape views and also offer striking
views across the townscape and down
into the central core below, focusing on
the cathedral, large public buildings and
varied roofscapes.

The development of the Character Area
spans the 19th and early 20th centuries,
but most is of the first half of the 19th.
The lower part of the Campfield –
Mitchell Hill terraces and Daniell Street
and Carclew Street areas were developed
in the 1820s and 30s, the latter
associated with the construction of
Lemon Street.
The streets and housing in the
Campfield - Mitchell Hill area differ
from the others in their response to the
underlying topography. Here the
terraces are set along the contour with
distinct tiers of development stacked in
layers up the valley side. The resulting
townscape with clearly differentiated
lines of houses is highly visible in views
across the city. Knitting these terraces
together are the historic routes of
Campfield Hill and Mitchell Hill which
run through the area and have
discontinuous terrace development
along their lengths. Most of the artisan
housing, however, is laid out in an
intricate and irregular grid between these
routes and rows and terraces are linked
by connecting alleys and steps running
up and down hill. Road access was not a
priority during the laying out of this
area. Indeed some of the terraces have
no road access at all and are instead
served by footpaths alone. Long, narrow
gardens are a noticeable topographical
feature that adds a distinctive grain to
the area. These are sometimes separated
from their houses by communal access
footpaths and back service lanes. At the
roadside edges of the gardens garages,
sheds and hard standing for car parks
have been developed creating a slightly
ramshackle feel to the back lanes. This
maze of development is not easily
legible to the casual visitor but this
apparent confusion is a key element in
the area’s distinct sense of place.

The Character Area as defined for this
appraisal comprises five geographically
separate sub-areas that share similar
characteristics.
a. Campfield and lower Mitchell Hill
area
b. Edward Street and Castle Rise area
c. Richmond Hill and Bosvigo Road
area
d. Daniel Street
e. Carclew and Fairmantle Streets area
Within these geographical areas there
are two sub-groups with notable
distinctive characters. One is the mazelike development of terraces set around
a network of footpaths (rather than
roads) on the hill rising from the north
of the Allen (sub-area a. Campfield and
lower Mitchell Hill area). For some, this
area represents an important element in
the city’s historic character, retaining a
hint of an older Truro pre-dating the
major changes of the later 20th century.
But it is little known and little visited,
other than by locals and intimates. The
other takes in the remaining sub-areas
and follows a more standard Cornish

Elsewhere, mainly in the western half of
the city, the artisan housing is largely in
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the form of terraces on the ground
rising from the city centre towards the
residential suburbs. They line the
historic routes into and out of the city
and also fill up additional grids of streets
hanging off the framework of these
roads. The two storey terrace houses
built against the gradient climb the
slopes with stepped eaves and ridge
lines and display prominent gable ends.
The roads running with the contour
have contrasting uniformity in window,
eaves and roof levels even though some
streets such as Bosvigo Road were
obviously developed through piecemeal
building on individual plots. Short
cottage rows also bring a degree of
variation. Nevertheless, these are
ordered streetscapes, highly structured
and essentially regular in terms of scale,
building material and repetition of
fenestration patterns.

Stacked terraces and rows of the
Campfield and lower Mitchell Hill Area

The terraces also make a significant
contribution to the roofscape of the city
with their strong lines highly visible and
contrasting with the more organic or
irregular roof patterns of the central
core. Back lanes between blocks allow
access for service activity and rear
outbuildings on the backs of plots.
Again in some locations, such as
Carclew Terrace and Chapel Row,
gardens are detached from the house by
narrow access paths running the length
of the rows.

Terraces lining Richmond Hill

The overriding dominant architectural
form of the area is of modest two-uptwo-down units with two windows
upstairs and one downstairs on the
street-side facades. In the Campfield and
Mitchell Hill area there are notable
differences in terms of materials used.
Here, as well as the normal killas rubble
stone, there are numerous examples of
slate-hanging over stud or cob on the
first floors. Generally very little slatehanging now survives in the other parts
of this Character Area, although there
are some noticeable examples in
Kenwyn Street and on side elevations in

Paul’s Row, killas rubble ground floors
with slate-hanging or stucco first floors

Surviving slate-hung houses, Kenwyn
Street
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Daniell Street. It is likely that this was
originally a more prevalent material.

the Iceland superstore in Fairmantle
Street). The Friends Meeting house on
Paul’s Terrace completed around 1825 is
a notable building within the area.

In the rest of the area materials include a
mixture of roughly dressed and coursed
rubble killas, occasionally rendered or
partially rendered (to the first floor).
There are some examples of upper
floors of rendered cob. Round headed
door openings, with shallow arched
windows with key stone details, both
with brick dressings, are almost
universal and are a strong unifying
feature found across the distinct
geographical sub-areas. Often the brick
dressings are painted, with neutrals and
soft colour tones adding a degree of
personalisation within the uniformity of
the architectural form. This regularity is
also tempered by the warmth, texture
and good design proportions of the
elevations of local killas stone.

The fringes and setting of this Character
Area have been adversely affected by
some of the surrounding 20th century
redevelopment,
particularly
the
establishment of the inner ring road and
associated demolition and new build.
This is especially noticeable in streets
such as Fairmantle Street where the
facing terrace on the north side was
demolished leaving the character of the
street overly open to the negative effects
of the service elements of the Lemon
Quay development.
Significant changes have also affected St
Clement Street with the creation of the
1970s inner ring road and the
introduction of new forms and scale of
residential buildings, many of which no
longer directly address the street.
Because of the effect of the inner ring
road, St Clement Street now forms a
decisive dividing line between this
Character Area and the adjoining
commercial core, but historically the
division was much less clear-cut. The
presence of the former Bible Christian
chapel and the surviving historic
terraces on the western, city side of this
axis indicates the extent of the former
transition zone.

There are some divergences from this
general pattern such as in William Street
which has houses of a distinctly
different style with rendered and plainer
elevations with rectangular openings.
Within the earlier rows in the Campfield
and Mitchell Hill area the rows have a
greater degree of individual distinction
within them. Occasional double-fronted
buildings are set within terraces and
rows of predominately single-fronted
buildings.
Despite the modest nature of the
architecture of this area its integrity and
significance have been recognised.
Although most buildings in this
Character Area are not listed some
individual properties and several groups
are. The listing description for the
Carclew and Daniell Street terraces
describes them as ‘among the best and
most complete examples of planned
early 19th century terraced housing in
the south west’.

Historic fabric has been lost and
character eroded along St Clement, St
Austell and Kenwyn Streets, and at the
apex site at the junction of Bosvigo
Road and Chapel Hill. Outside the
Conservation Area, but having a
negative impact upon its character,
Tabernacle Street and City Road have
also been severely affected by loss.
George Street saw former terrace
housing demolished as part of the easing
of the inner ring road through former
residential areas. The over-standardised
design, plain materials and finishes, scale
(some three storeys) and setting of the
modern replacements are generally

Although essentially residential, the area
was provided with a number of corner
shops, chapels, pubs and originally a
school (now demolished, on the site of
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inappropriate to the historic character of
the area. As noted above, many do not
clearly address the roads on which they
sit.
Elsewhere new build has been more
successful such as at Kenwyn Street
where the recent interventions, while
not distinguished, are generally of
appropriate scale, material, form and
position in relation to the pavement.

Typical details of round headed doorways
and shallow window arches with key stone
details, St Dominic Street

The inappropriate treatment of facades
and plots has eroded character and are
negative elements within the Character
Area. For example the application of
modern external claddings and finishes
and the replacement of doors and
windows with inappropriate designs not
only damage individual buildings but
also compromise the whole row and
surrounding streetscape.
Where historic surfacing survives in the
area it is of very high quality, made up
of granite flags which include
particularly large examples, for example
on Richmond Hill.

Double fronted properties of Truro Vean
Terrace in foreground

The treatment of gardens is a crucial
factor in the character of the area. The
terraced houses on the north side of
Richmond Hill now open directly onto
the pavement but originally had small
front gardens similar to those on the
south side. These were removed in the
later 19th century to widen the route to
the station creating a much harder,
urban character to this main approach
route to the city. Elsewhere less
dramatic change has still had an effect
on the character of the area. In places
boundary walls have been lost and
gardens replaced with hard standing for
off road car parking. This results in the
loss of the tight enclosure characteristic
of the area and the loss of the green
element of the streetscape. Railings and
gates are also elements of the
streetscape that have been removed,
degrading the richness of the historic
environment of the Conservation Area
and introducing an unfortunate variety

Surviving historic terrace on St Austell
Street. Many similar buildings have been
lost in this area

Front
gardens,
surviving
granite
pavements and street lighting all shape
and effect the special character of the
area, Richmond Hill
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Appraisal
recommends
the
implementation of an Article 4(2)
directive for the residential properties
of the Conservation Area which
would protect such features and
better ensure the character of the
Conservation Area is safeguarded.

to an area characterised mainly by
uniformity.
As some roads in this Character Area
are main approaches to the city centre
and others are parts of the inner ring
road system, traffic levels are high and
to some extent blight the area and help
erode its otherwise striking character.
Related noise, fumes, the obtrusive
impact of constant vehicle movements
and poor provision for pedestrians
moving through the area are all factors
in this. Recent obtrusively large signage
relating to car parking opportunities
around the city have been introduced
which fail to respect the small-scale,
residential character of this area, treating
it instead as the edges of the commercial
core. Similarly the over-large streetlamps
installed on the main approach and ring
roads are inappropriate for the quality of
the built environment and the residential
nature of the area.

Address negative sites

• Erosion of character has been
substantial in several locations within
and on the edges of the Character
Area and the Conservation Area. At
Fairmantle Street, where this process
has
been
particularly
severe,
redevelopment of the bus depot
offers an opportunity to re-enclose
the road. Originally the majority of
this street was developed with
terraces and rows identical in
character to those that survive on the
southern side of the road within the
Conservation Area. New build here
should respect the residential scale
and detailing of its setting. It could
usefully be used to shield the street
from the service side of the Lemon
Quay development. It could also
usefully provide a mixed use
development including affordable
housing provision. The scale,
massing and position of any new
building in relation to the inner ring
road are particular issues here.

On street parking is a constant feature
in this area, restricting and naturally
controlling the speed of vehicles but
also forming a dominant element in the
experience of the streetscape.
In contrast and largely because there is
very difficult vehicular access, the
Campfield Hill and Mitchell Hill area
has a quiet atmosphere, with low traffic
levels.
Issues,
opportunities
recommendations

• On St Clement Street the need is
again to re-enclose the road through
appropriately designed development
in the Old Bridge Street car park.
When the opportunity arises, the
modern buildings on the north side
of the street could be reviewed and
replaced where appropriate with
better designed structures of a more
sympathetic scale and design. These
could be informed by the uniform
and traditional residential and small
commercial form that this area still
retains in places.

and

Guard against piecemeal incremental loss

• The residential properties in this
Character Area are subject to
incremental degradation, as are those
elsewhere in the Conservation Area.
Piecemeal alterations, removals, and
accretions are gradually damaging the
historic fabric and diluting the
historic character of the area. These
include the loss of original roof and
wall coverings, windows, doors and
other detailing, as well as enclosing
railings, walls etc. In Section 8 this
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character of the buildings. Although
change of use is often inevitable,
care, sensitivity and skill is required
to minimise the impact on the
character of the buildings and their
settings. In particular the impact of
parking on the grounds of these
houses should be minimised by good
use of soft landscaping and subtle
choice of surface materials.

Ensure new build opportunities positively
enhance the character of the area

• Developers need to be acutely aware
that because of the topography of
this area changes within quite
enclosed streetscapes also have an
impact on wider townscape views.
Such views are particularly sensitive
to mass and scale anomalies,
especially highly visible in the
resultant roofscapes.

Enhance the public realm and general
streetscape

• New build should be mindful of the
character
of
its
immediate
surrounding area and be informed by
it. Such neighbourliness can be
expressed, for example, in terms of
scale, simplicity of design, plot
boundaries, build line, garden
provision and common detailing. An
example of the importance of this
sensitivity and the lasting negative
effects that can result if such an
approach is not taken is a recent
development on St Aubyns Road.
Here the historic terraces that flank
the road respond to the rising terrain
of the hillside by stepping up the
slope. This gives the characteristic
stepped roofline, breaking up the
mass of the collective roofs with
small areas of exposed gable ends.
The new terrace built on the western
side of the road has ignored the
topography of its setting choosing
instead to build off a level platform.
This design decision has resulted in
an unattractive ramp effect running
along the front of the terraces and an
inactive, blank wall fronting onto the
roadside. In addition the roofscape
of the terrace is now an unbroken
mass and highly visible in townscape
views. In short, the new development
has eroded the special architectural
character of the Conservation Area.

• Public realm provision in this area
should respect the small scale and
residential nature of the area and
match the quality of the surviving
historic
items.
In
particular
streetscapes throughout need more
appropriate signage and street
lighting.

Mitigate the erosion of character caused
by change of use

• Pressures for change of use in this
area have already affected the
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4: Planned elegance

This Character Area includes several
parts of Truro’s Conservation Area that
contain residential, recreational; and
institutional structures and areas of the
highest architectural quality and historic
importance. Among them is the iconic
Lemon Street, the fine terraces along
Strangways Terrace, Malpas Road and St
George’s Road, Victoria Gardens, Truro
School and the Infirmary. These areas
provide a record of the civic aspirations
of the city and reflect Truro as an 18th
and 19th century cultural focus in west
Cornwall.

Ashlar façades of Lemon Street

There are four separate geographical
areas within this Character Area.
a. Lemon Street, Strangways Terrace,
Infirmary Hill (including the
Infirmary itself), Walsingham Place.
b. St George’s Road, Frances Street and
Victoria Gardens.

Basement yards are common features
enclosed by ornate railings with stepped
bridges to front doors

c. Union Place.
d. Malpas Road and Truro School area.
Most of the streets are in good
condition
with
few
gaps
or
inappropriate accretions. The detail of
the historic fabric is generally also wellpreserved (windows, doors, roofs, wall
finishes
etc)
and
despite
the
introduction of the motor car, these
streets and terraces retain an air of
elegance and quality. The houses and
the streets have a genteel character, the
builders of the often surprisingly
modestly proportioned buildings being
clearly of some social standing. The
good levels of survival emphasise the
unity of form and the high quality of the
architectural styles, the Regency and
early Victorian mix of stucco finish and
fine ashlar elevations both providing
smooth textures.

Curved façade responding to Ferris Town
junction

In many parts of the area the houses are
very urban, dominating the street by
being set close to the pavement, often
behind small basement yards. Many

The Lander monument,
landmark of the town
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have bridges to front doors and steps to
the basement below with the basement
wells protected by ornate iron railings of
a diversity of design.

within this area, is still the main urban
green space for central Truro, with
Boscawen Park being a little way out of
the city. There is usually some colour in
front gardens, yards and basements,
often from plants in pots and other
containers. But there is generally quite
an urban feeling to the street fronts.

Street junctions are often responded to
architecturally,
accentuating
their
townscape importance. Corner plots are
used for relatively elegantly finished
shops or buildings which address the
angle with unusual curved elevations or
angled doorways (as on Frances Street,
where Strangways Terrace meets Lemon
Street and either side of the Charles
Street and Lemon Street junction). The
important junction of Lemon Street and
Strangways Terrace is also marked by St
John’s church and the Lander
monument.

While the original use of these areas was
purely residential, some are now under
pressure to change – most are at the
edge of the city’s commercial core and
properties at the lower end of Lemon
Street and the east end of Frances Street
are now desirable to those interested in
establishing commercial or office
premises close to the centre. There has
been some change of use from
residential to office space, professional
premises, and quiet guesthouse and
hotel use but apart from one or two
premises in the lower part of Lemon
Street and in Frances Street there have
been few conversions to shops.

The area’s sloping terrain allows views
across Truro, the eye settling on the
cathedral and its surrounding roofscape
before moving on to the variety of
residential and institutional structures on
the opposite slopes. Conversely the
topography also makes elements of this
area visible from the centre of the city.
It forms another important aspect of the
green backdrop to the city’s core.
Topography also makes the area’s
‘landmark’ features – the Lander
monument, the City Hospital chimney
and the Royal Cornwall Infirmary
building – more prominent, enhancing
their civilising effect.

Traffic levels are fairly high as many of
the streets are on main approach routes
into Truro. Incorporation of George
Street, Ferris Town, Frances Street,
Castle St and Edward St into the inner
ring road system and Richmond Hill’s
role as a main route into Truro from the
west results in high levels of traffic. Onstreet parking constricts two-way traffic
flows and in the process slows the
overall traffic speed through the area.
However, noise, fumes, the obtrusive
impact of constant vehicle movement
and poor provision for pedestrians
moving through the area blight it and
erode its otherwise very striking
character and sense of quality. These
problems are particularly noticeable on
Richmond Hill, and Frances, Edward
and Castle Streets and pedestrian
crossings are probably required on
Frances, Edward and Castle Streets,
though at what cost to the quality of the
public realm and street character? On
street parking is also a major feature of

The streetscape is also generally of very
high quality; there is much use of granite
flags on pavements, and dressed granite
kerbs, steps and street gutters.
Compared with other parts of Truro,
some effort has been put into ensuring
that there is a minimum of clutter in the
public realm. Detailing is also generally
discreet, such as the black ‘heritage’
lighting in Lemon Street, appropriate in
such a sensitive setting.
This is another area with considerable
greenery, in both the back gardens and
yards of the private houses and in the
public open spaces. Victoria Gardens,
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the area, leading to a significant loss of
streetscape integrity.
Lemon Street is generally a little quieter,
except in the central part where the
inner ring road cuts across from
Fairmantle to Charles Street. Although
this is a busy section, the traffic has so
far been accommodated without causing
excessive damage to the fabric of the
street. What is disturbed is the serenity
of the street, but it is difficult to
envisage any less intrusive way of taking
a major flow of traffic across Lemon
Street. The permanent presence of onstreet parking, stopping and waiting is a
significant intrusion on the quality of
the setting of Lemon Street. Malpas
Road is set below the main Georgian
terrace and the Truro School area is
generally quiet (except at school drop
off and pick up times).

Lemon Street, one of Cornwall’s most
important streets

Architectural quality and unity

a. Lemon Street, Falmouth Road,
Strangways Terrace and Infirmary Hill
area

Lemon Street, one of the most striking
townscapes of Cornwall, provides Truro
with a distinctive street of the highest
quality. It is a defining symbol of the
city and contributes substantially to its
overall image as a place of character,
quality and significance.
This remarkably wide street, begun in
1797 to form a new road to Falmouth, is
set on sloping terrain and provides an
impressive approach to the city centre.
It is of largely uninterruptedly high
quality throughout its length from the
southern end of Falmouth Road, via
Lemon Street and Lower Lemon St, to
the heart of the city at Boscawen Street.
Views up and down provide some of
the defining images of the city. The
Lander monument and St John’s church
mark the junction with Strangways
Terrace and create a visual focus in
views up the street and in wider
townscape vistas. Views down it
incorporate the city centre roofscape
and spires of the cathedral. But it is the

Stuccoed
Terrace

elegance

of

Strangways

Walsingham Place
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and so the street happily accommodates
other stones. Some Bathstone may be
present and granite ashlar is also used in
some elevations, but granite is more
frequently used for dressed plinths or
basements. A small number of buildings
have stuccoed facades.

neatness of the maintenance of build
line of the ranks of gold, cream and
yellowy grey houses, coupled with the
sharply drawn lines of roofs, parapets,
sash windows, railings, stringcourses
and ashlar stonework that please the
eye. Closer inspection of the buildings
also rarely fails to satisfy, with much
high quality work in the doors,
windows, stonework and railings.
Several buildings have carriage arches to
yards behind.

Diverse architectural detailing to
elevations has also added a degree of
personalisation and variety to the
streetscape.
Generally
classically
inspired, common features include the
round arched doorways with fanlights,
and projecting porches; and low arched
window openings with key stone
detailing.

The houses show in their architectural
uniformity the planned nature of the
development, although even a cursory
inspection reveals a surprising amount
of diversity in the buildings. But the
uniform and continuous build line and
the near completeness of the historic
fabric add to the ‘set-piece’ nature of the
townscape and underline the importance
of the original urban planning and the
tight control applied to the scale, form
and quality of materials of individual
buildings during the initial early 19th
century development. Lemon Street may
be modest in comparison with
developments of this period elsewhere
(for example in Bath or Exeter), and in
this it reflects Truro’s own compact
scale, but no other town in west
Cornwall was provided with such a
street at this time.

The Lemon Street area also has a
number of other notable buildings
including St John’s church (1828) by
Philip Sambell, determinedly oriented
and so set at an angle to the street,
several fine stuccoed villas, a range of
warehouses and stables adjacent to the
Kenwyn at the lower end, and the Plaza
cinema (1920-30s, designed by WH
Watkins), the first ‘supercinema’ in
Cornwall (not Listed). A number of
other 20th and 21st century structures
are also located within the street. The
buildings on the corners of Charles
Street, No 22 and Nos 74-5 have been
rebuilt in facsimile with reconstituted
stone facades.

The mix of town houses, all of some
social status, are of two and two and
half storeys (with dormers), but there is
also a cluster of three storey structures
towards the lower end; string courses
between the storeys are a particular
feature here. Roofs are generally partly
concealed by parapets but dormers and
brick chimney stacks create a busy
roofscape, particularly when viewed
from the upper end of the street.

The very recent replacement Lemon
Street Market (set back from the street
itself) retains much of the shape and
character of the original but introduces a
mix of new materials with the more
traditional and a bold but sensitive use
of colour. Its use of glass and pleasing
proportions emphasises the qualities of
light and air imbedded in the
architecture and the range and variety of
shops now trading here provide a
sensory experience of perfumes, sights
and sounds for a wider cross-section of
Truro’s public.

There is also variety in the use of
materials despite the impression of a
unity created by the widespread use of
local Newham stone ashlar. This is
because the Newham stone has a range
of colours - pale gold to cream to grey –

Many of the buildings at the lower
northern end of the street are now used
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rural feel, in contrast to most other parts
of this Character Area, with the
exception of the St George’s church and
Victoria Gardens area. The road was the
medieval route out of town towards
Penryn and Helston and its dramatic
hollowing as it ascends the steepest part
of the slope bears witness to the passage
of centuries of traffic and the efforts of
the later road engineers to ease the
gradient. Trees alongside the road and
the high boundary walls of the Lemon
Street detached villas give it a tunnel-like
character.

as office space, and there is an
increasing presence of upmarket retail,
arts and leisure uses here. The
redevelopment of Lemon Quay has
increased public use of this area and
activity levels have risen increasing the
pressure for further retail use at this
northern end; it is doubtful whether
such can be accommodated without
diluting the elegant character of the
street. Daytime levels of activity are
moderate with opportunist on-street car
parking, but there is a growing evening
economy based around the cinema, wine
bars and restaurants.

The hospital itself is also half-hidden by
boundary planting. This fine late 18th
century building, originally the Royal
Cornwall Infirmary, is the earliest
component of this Character Area. Its
institutional mass shares the grand scale
and architectural quality of the nearby
buildings of this Character Area. The
hospital complex and its chimney are
distinctive landmark features across the
city highlighting the high visibility of
this site in wider townscape views.
Empty and boarded up, the hospital and
its surrounding site have been identified
as a regeneration opportunity for the
city.

The public realm of Lemon Street
equals the high quality of its buildings.
Paving is of granite flags and street
furniture is restrained, avoiding the
cluttering that afflicts other areas of the
city. Street lighting is also appropriate to
the character of the area. Greenery is a
significant feature only at the upper end
of the street in the gardens of the
detached and setback villas.
Approaches to Lemon Street from
Lower Lemon Street, from Falmouth
Road and from Strangways Terrace are
all exciting, drawing one in to the
Lemon
Street
experience
with
enthusiasm. The same can be said for
the approach from the wide spaces of
Lemon Quay. But many people
experience
Lemon
Street
when
travelling on the inner ring road, from
Fairmantle and Charles Streets. Here the
setting of the street is poor; both areas
have at present blighted and degraded
streetscapes whose condition is
inappropriate to their proximity to one
of the Conservation Area’s most
important landmark streets. The ring
road’s dogleg passage across Lemon
Street provides only glancing views up
and down the street, though these are
usually sufficient to lighten the heart of
a traveller oppressed by the urban
damage recently experienced.

Regeneration of the site should take its
lead from the quality, scale and colour
of the original hospital building. It
should certainly also learn from the
negative impact of the Inland Revenue
building on the other side of Infirmary
Hill (not in the Conservation Area but
impacting on it). This building is highly
visible from the inner ring road and the
city centre and affects the foreground
views of the Character Area. It is large,
rectangular and standardised, built of
utilitarian modern materials and
dominated by glass. It lacks the design
quality seen elsewhere in its historic
surroundings and even its green setting
does not soften the effect of its mass.
Strangways Terrace provides one of the
most elegantly urban townscapes in the
city. The stucco of the imposing

Despite its close proximity to the city
centre, Infirmary Hill has a distinctly
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gardens with low walls, railings or
hedges.

Regency three-storey buildings has
deeply incised banded rustication at
ground floor level, mimicking ashlar
work. Rectangular porches are reached
by bridges over basement wells. The
whole is set above a raised pavement, an
unusual feature within the city, that
further emphasises the scale and status
of the terrace’s houses. The mass of the
terrace is relieved by its subdivision into
pairs of buildings with set-back links.
This architectural detailing gives the
terrace a regular rhythm strengthened by
its constant parapet height and storey
bands. The stucco finish and simple
restrained detailing of the banded
rustication gives the group an austere
character, softened by the pastel shades
of the colourwash finish to the
elevations and the survival of some iron
railings and balconies.

To the west of the lower end of Lemon
Street and linked to it via Lemon Mews
Road is another of Truro’s urban gems,
Walsingham Place, a curving street built
on marshy ground near the West Bridge
over the River Kenwyn, and possibly
designed by the Truro architect Philip
Sambell (active around the 1820s). The
street which also opens into Victoria
Square and so can be stepped into direct
from the bustle of the city centre is lined
with restrained stuccoed houses. There
are distinctive lion head details to the
corbels of the porch hoods to the doors
of the houses on the eastern side of the
street. The stucco has been removed
from the houses on the western side. A
rare survival of an industrial structure,
(originally a maltings, later a store and
printworks), stands at the southern end
of Walsingham Place, and like the
Carvedras smelting works behind St
George’s Road, reminds us that these
elegant streets were built cheek by jowl
with industry, and probably to house the
families of the captains of that industry.

Barrack Lane, the service lane to the
rear of Strangways Terrace, originally
held the mews buildings associated with
these fine houses. Little of the original
architectural detailing and character
remains as the majority of the former
mews buildings have been converted to
residential use. Some carriage arches
survive and are a unifying element and a
link to the original function of the area.
The southern side of this street forms
the boundary of the Conservation Area
- a hedge enclosing the lane and
screening the 20th century bungalow
development beyond.

The southern end of Walsingham Place
formerly ran into another residential
street, but is now abruptly stopped to
the south by the massive Moorfield
multi-storey car park, not an appropriate
context for one of Truro’s most
peaceful and delicate streets.

At the lower end of Falmouth Road,
before it veers from its original medieval
line (which linked it with Infirmary Hill)
and runs into the top of Lemon Street,
there is a group of smaller-scale terraces
of houses of great charm and quality.
Most have stucco finishes including
stuccoed stringcourses, frames to
windows and doorways (where they do
not have more ornate pedimented
wooden frames), and rusticated pseudoquoins. Bay windows carried up to the
first floor are also an occasional feature.
The buildings are set behind small front

b. St George’s Road area

An area of suburban growth to the west
of the city centre planned and built
during the 1820s and 40s with
significant contributions from local
architect Philip Sambell. It has the same
elegant distinctiveness and high quality
Regency and Early Victorian style seen
elsewhere in this Character Area. The St
George’s Road area has a planned mix
of genteel and modest terrace housing.
It also has later nineteenth century
elements including a mid 19th century
church, chapel, school and vicarage, the
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The later 19th century St George’s
church, former vicarage and school
building form an impressive almost rural
group, especially when viewed with the
massive and sombre engineering of the
railway viaduct arches behind, the
viaduct with its country analogies
through out the length of the Cornish
line and its promise of movement away
from the city. The lush greenery of
Victoria Gardens on the opposite side
of the Kenwyn valley also suggests
escape, even though many of the trees
and bushes would be out of place in
Cornwall’s countryside. The Methodist
Chapel of St George (1881) opposite the
church is an impressive structure in
snecked grey stonework with yellow
stone dressings and surviving stained
glass panels.

monumental western railway viaduct
and the beautiful designed and planted
municipal Victoria Gardens. Although
later than the main streets, these
elements all add to the sense of this area
being a carefully ‘designed’ urban
quarter.
A strong architectural unity is provided
by the dominant painted stuccoed finish
of many of the buildings. Corner plots
are emphasised in their architectural
treatment with wedge-shaped shop units
(The Cheese Shop) and curved facades
of terraces complete with curved sash
windows (3 Ferris Town). Houses have
varying amounts of classical detailing,
depending on the social status of the
building. High quality sash windows and
panelled doors survive in many of the
buildings but there have been some
poor and obtrusive replacements.
Round-headed doors are a feature of the
area which ties it in neatly to the
adjacent artisan housing (Character Area
3, above). Textures are smooth with
colour washed renders dominant.
Painted brick elevations provide some
variety. Colour is an important factor in
determining the present character of the
area, with the colourwash finishes on
the rendered buildings showing a
growing diversity and depth of colour –
replacing an air of elegance with a rather
more exotic character. Details such as
window frames and panelled doors are
also increasingly being treated with
strong splashes of colour.

The area also includes the remains of
Carvedras smelting complex, now
hidden behind St George’s church and
its accompanying cluster of buildings.
The smelter (the most recent addition to
the Conservation Area) is a valuable
reminder that the area was not entirely
sylvan and peaceful, but had a seriously
choking industrial past (the works not
closing until 1898). It is also important
in a more city-wide way, reminding us
Truro’s importance in the mining
history of the surrounding area.
In 1893 the linear ornamental planting
of Waterfall Gardens was established
alongside the Kenwyn where a natural
cascade was transformed into a noisy
waterfall. Then five years later on the
diamond jubilee of Queen Victoria the
municipal gardens of Victoria Gardens
were laid out above Waterfall Gardens
on the slopes of Castle Hill. The park’s
steeply falling ground adds drama to its
planting of now mature trees; well
maintained planted beds provide yearround interest. Pathways provide
circuits around the area and numerous
benches and areas of mown lawn make
it a good meeting place or relaxing oasis.
A high Victorian cast-iron bandstand

As noted above, the area has a mix of
social scales from the town houses on
the main axial roads and the villas along
the Leats, to the more modest terraced
rows on the minor gridded street
network.
Many of the large town houses are now
utilised as commercial office space, as
professional premises or as guesthouse
or hotel accommodation. Frances Street
in particular has become a secondary
retail fringe to the commercial core of
the city centre.
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with leaded roof forms the park’s
centrepiece, with regular concerts still
performed during the summer months.
Victoria Gardens is interspersed with
ponds, cascades and small waterfalls that
eventually drain into the leat below. This
leat formerly served the Town Mill at
Victoria Square and now feeds water
into the ‘kennels’ (stone lined gutters)
that form such a feature of the city
centre. It runs parallel with and
ultimately rejoins the River Kenwyn
which is closely channelled through the
area, in places hidden behind a high
killas rubble wall. A footpath between
the river and the leat provides a quiet
traffic-free pedestrian route to the city
centre.

Ferris Town

Although the public realm has much of
quality, such as the granite flags and
pavement kerbs, the streetlamps on the
main roads are overlarge and
inappropriate for the quality of the built
environment and the residential nature
of the area.

Impressive former Methodist Chapel, St
George’s Road

c. Union Place

Union Place to the north of the
cathedral complex is another jewel in
the townscape with its terraces of early
19th century houses with round arched
doorways and colour washed stuccoed
surfaces pierced by large multi-paned
sash windows within raised frames. The
street has unfortunately been crudely
truncated by the inner ring road that
also brought a loss of enclosure through
the demolition of further terraced
houses to the north-east. This street
would originally have been as impressive
as Walsingham Place.

Union Place

d. Malpas Road and Truro School area

The main elements that define this
Character Area are also seen on the
eastern side of the city along the early
19th century Malpas Road overlooking
the estuary and above it on the treed
slopes of the hill that has the imposing

The Parade, Malpas Road
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mass of Truro School at its crest.
Modestly genteel suburban terraces,
Trafalgar Row (1818) and the Parade
(1830s and 40s), together with the larger
houses known as Waterloo are set high
on the bank above the Malpas Road. As
in Strangways Terrace, these residences
are accessed via a raised pavement
which removes pedestrians from the
narrow and busy Malpas Road below
and provides views over the waterfront
and commercial areas opposite.

Issues,
opportunities
recommendations

and

Understand, respect and respond to the
sensitivity of this area

• This Character Area includes some
of the most sensitive parts of Truro.
Due to the completeness, quality and
distinctive character of these places
they are very sensitive to change.
• Barrack Lane demonstrates this
sensitivity through its loss of
character due to change of use and
insensitive new development. The
remaining coach houses, enclosing
walls and gardens in this Character
Area are now all the more important
due to the level of loss suffered. Such
features should be safeguarded and
enhancements sought where loss has
been suffered, for example poorly
landscaped and unenclosed car
parking areas.

The houses on the Parade are typically
of stucco with slate roofs, and are set
back behind long front gardens.
Elaborately detailed porches and
verandas are common features adding
elegance to the buildings. Their raised
positions and long gardens provide
them with privacy, as does the boundary
treatments of ornate railings and some
planting. Unfortunately the desire for
increased privacy is leading to the
damage and erosion of appropriate
treatments. Original railings and gates
are being replaced with the introduction
of inappropriate walling materials,
designs and finishes. These changes are
significantly adversely affecting the
character of the area.

• Lemon Street is under growing
pressure for change of use. It is
important that this does not impact
negatively on the integrity and quality
of the street, nor on individual
historic buildings in terms of original
architectural design, fenestration
pattern, and overall character.
Extreme sensitivity, skill and
understanding will be required to
achieve this but the successful 20th
and 21st century buildings that have
been highlighted in this appraisal
show that it is possible.

Truro School, a Methodist foundation
of 1882, whose chapel’s large arched
western window dominates views to it,
forms a key feature on Truro’s eastern
skyline. The main school building’s tall
steeply roofed tower and its row of
neatly gabled dormer windows lend a
darkly exotic air influenced by austere
European gothic to the building. This
harshness has been scarcely diminished
by the more functional rectangular block
of the recently built sports hall to the
school’s rear.

Guard against piecemeal incremental loss

• The properties within this area are
subject to the pressures of
incremental degradation as are those
elsewhere in the Conservation Area.
Piecemeal alterations, removals, and
accretions are gradually damaging the
historic fabric and diluting the
historic character of the area. These
include the loss of original roof and
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wall coverings, surface treatments,
windows, doors and other detailing,
poor repairs and maintenance such as
repointing
with
inappropriate
mortars. Issues such as the loss of
appropriate boundary treatments, of
enclosing decorative railings and
walls etc have also been highlighted
here. In Section 8 this Appraisal
recommends the implementation of
an Article 4(2) directive for the
residential
properties
of
the
Conservation Area which would
protect such features and better
ensure the character of the
Conservation Area is safeguarded. In
addition reinstatement of such
traditional
details
should
be
encouraged.

Retain the distinctive granite kerbs
and paving slabs, and local cast iron
gutters.

Address the negative effects that poor
settings are having on the character of the
Conservation Area

•

A number of Conservation Area
setting issues were highlighted in
this Character Area, such as the
southern end of Walsingham Place
and its relationship with the multistorey car park, and the northern
end of Union Place and its relation
with the inner bypass. The
introduction of street trees at these
locations would be a relatively easy
way to mitigate these negative
impacts in the short term.

•

These streets are at the interface
between a reasonably well-preserved
Conservation Area and the often
insensitively
developed
land
immediately beyond it. In the
medium and longer term it is
important that opportunities are
taken to greatly improve their setting
and more imaginatively link them to
the rest of the city.

Enhance the public realm

• Ensure that streetscape features such
as signage, street lighting etc respect
the residential nature of this area.
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survive between the terraces on the
north side of Chapel Hill.

5: ‘Middle-class’ terraces – Truro’s
19th century urban suburbs

The terraces and villas front onto the
roads and are generally set behind small
front gardens, occasionally yards.
Variety in planting reduces and softens
the uniformity of the houses’
architectural detailing and plays an
important part in the character of this
area. Coronation Terrace, opposite the
station forecourt and part of its
impressive townscape group, occupies a
distinctive raised terrace. The railway
station itself is set on a wide levelled
platform. There is some pressure in the
area for the conversion of these
important front gardens for use as offroad parking spaces. This practice
erodes character as it results in the loss
of original boundary walls and
treatments, and breaks the uniformity of
enclosure along the street. It should be
resisted.

This Character Area includes four
geographically
distinct
suburban
residential areas within the Conservation
Area that share the same overall
character.
a. The area south of the railway station
that includes The Crescent.
b. Part of Kenwyn Road and adjacent
side streets.
c.

Daniell Road.

d.

The upper parts of Carvoza and
Mitchell Hills.

These areas were developed in the late
19th century and early 20th century and
are dominated by stone and brick
detailed terraces. Built to house the
growing middle-classes of the town, this
Character Area represents the burst of
suburban expansion that paralleled the
building of the cathedral and Truro’s
emergence as the de facto county town.

The dominant build form here is of late
19th century and early 20th century
residential short terraces with some
suburban villas. Buildings vary in detail
but are almost all in the distinctive ‘killas
with brick dressings’ style that defines
Truro’s suburbs of this date. Exceptions
include a few buildings entirely of brick
and a pre-First World War terrace in the
Crescent in brown elvan ashlar with
substantial granite lintels, closely
resembling the materials of the nearby
and directly contemporary Old County
Hall. Projecting bay and sash windows
are a common architectural feature in
this area. Coronation Terrace is well
preserved with its houses retaining
original sash windows, architectural
detailing, front doors and boundary
walls to front gardens. This survival
makes it a very valuable asset for the
area and a suitable candidate for listing.

The area includes a number of
important historic approach routes such
as Station Road, Kenwyn Road and
Mitchell Hill all of which descend into
the city and ascend away from it,
underlining the sense of arrival and
departure. The sloping topography
provides extensive views of the city
below and the surrounding hills and
estuary. It also adds interest to
streetscapes, with most terraces and
their rooflines stepping down the
hillside. Several of the approaches,
including Kenwyn Road, Chapel Hill
and Station Road have been cut through
the underlying bedrock to ease the
gradient.
Descending from the approach routes is
an irregular grid of residential roads
along which terraces of houses are set.
Some follow the layout of medieval
fields, such as the alignment of
Trehaverne Lane and adjacent street.
Some substantial field boundary banks

Although predominately residential, the
area also incorporates a number of
institutional buildings including the
handsome late 19th century Silvanus
Trevail designed school on Bosvigo
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Lane, the former Catholic church and
presbytery in Dereham Terrace, the
chapel associated with Kenwyn Road
cemetery, the single storey Truro railway
station building of about 1900,
functionally designed and constructed in
engineering brick but with ornamental
wrought iron work incorporating the
Great Western Railway Logo on the
roof; and the imposing classically styled
mass of Old County Hall (1912), set
back from the road, as a landmark
building on the route into the city.

Coronation Terrace, good architectural
integrity but pressure to convert important
front gardens for off-road car parking

As well as the 19th century terraced
housing, this area also includes the
medieval manorial centre of Trehaverne,
recorded in Domesday Book and
probably pre-dating the establishment of
Truro. Here is a small cluster of
distinctive earlier houses, representing
the former manorial centre and preurban settlement and including the late
18th or early 19th century Trehaverne
House and Trehaverne Cottage, both
painted rubble with slatehanging to the
first floor, and Higher Trehaverne
House, a stuccoed Regency villa.
Fossilised strip fields associated with the
manor run north east from Kenwyn
Road down to the River Allen and have
shaped the layout of later street
development. The road itself is
hollowed out and strongly enclosed with
high boundary walls, hedges and
overhanging trees. Houses here are
mostly set above the level of the
carriageway with stepped approaches
through the front gardens. There is an
important group of substantial late 19th
century houses here whose gables are
highly visible across the valley.

Avondale Road, typical of the ‘killas with
brick dressings’ style

Old County Hall

This Kenwyn Road area includes St
Mary’s cemetery, laid out in the later
18th century, and its mid 19th century
chapel and mortuary (noted above). The
cemetery forms another large green
open space for the city, incorporating
several mature evergreen oak trees,
important features within the area and
in views to the area. There are also a

Prominent gables of a substantial late 19th
century house on Kenwyn Road
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number of interesting tombs, some of
which are listed. However, this space is
little known or used, partly due to the
high boundary walls that shield it from
view. Even the mortuary chapel turns its
back to Kenwyn Road. Nearby are other
urban green spaces, such as the Hendra
playing fields.
Closer to the city centre the City Inn
and St Mary’s Terrace, the latter in red
brick with surprising classical detailing,
date from the early 1870s and represent
expansion of Truro along one of the
axial routes. The group is overshadowed
by the massive railway bridge in dark
engineering brick that carries the main
line over the road and forms such a
strong break between the leafy, modest
gentility of this area and the dislocated
20th century townscape of upper Pydar
Street.

Killas and brick detailed terrace, Agar
Road

St Mary’s Terrace, Kenwyn Road. An
unusual red brick terrace with classical
detailing

Notable in this Character Area is a
group of late 19th century villa terraces
with arched doorways, and brick
detailing on bays taken though the first
floor and into gabled dormers, that run
down the west side of Daniell Road.
This group forms an exceptional
townscape vista descending the slope
into the city. Also, on the other side of
the road, is a collection of terraces and
semi-detached villas in brick and local
killas.

Coronation Avenue is set on a distinctive
raised terrace with robust iron railings.
Niches for advertising panels were
conceived as part of the design of the
retaining wall. Standard highway street
lighting fails to recognise the surrounding
special character

This Character Area has a significant
amount of historic surfacing and
historic
street
detail
surviving.
Distinctive surviving original public
realm elements in the area include the
brick pavior surfacing on some of the
pavements of the area, for example in
Harrison Terrace. These are laid in
combination with cast iron channels
carrying water from downpipes to
roadside gutters. The channels carry the
names of the local foundries that
produced them, including several Trurobased concerns. Impressive high quality
granite flags are also seen throughout
the area. The period railings and lamp
standards on Coronation Terrace are

other features of quality. Elsewhere,
however, modern highway style lamp
standards, such as on Station Road, are
inappropriately tall for their suburban
residential context. Large, electronic
signage relating to free car parking space
available in the city’s car parks, recently
erected on Station Road and Kenwyn
Hill, also fails to respect the residential,
suburban character of the area. Large
advertising hoardings at the upper end
of Richmond Hill and on the approach
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to Kenwyn Road in Pydar Street car
park are also intrusive and erode
character.

manufactured cast iron gutters and
railings etc, should be respected and
maintained.

Surrounding these areas are substantial
later
20th
century
residential
developments, often set around close
and cul-de-sac forms with little
reference to local materials, architectural
forms and details.

• New public realm elements should
respect the residential nature of the
area, its character and quality.

Issues,
opportunities
recommendations

• The desirability of retaining large
advertising hoardings should be
reviewed.

and
Mitigate the erosion of character caused
by change of use

• Pressures for change of use in this
Character Area have already affected
the character of the buildings.
Although change of use is often
inevitable, care, sensitivity and skill is
required to minimise the impact on
the character of the buildings and
their settings. In particular the impact
of parking on the grounds of these
houses should be minimised by good
use of soft landscaping and subtle
choice of surface materials.

Guard against piecemeal incremental loss

•

•

The residential properties within this
area are subject to the same
pressures
of
incremental
degradation as those elsewhere in
the Conservation Area. Piecemeal
alterations, removals, and accretions
are gradually damaging the historic
fabric and diluting the historic
character of the area. These include
the loss of original roof and wall
coverings, windows, doors and
other detailing, as well as enclosing
railings and boundary walls etc. In
particular in this Character Area
damage caused by off road parking
in front gardens has been identified.

Ensure St Mary’s cemetery is maintained
and utilised as a positive asset

• St Mary’s cemetery is currently an
undervalued green space. Its
mortuary chapel is boarded up and
derelict and can therefore be
identified as a building at risk. Many
grave monuments have been
damaged and others require urgent
maintenance. This area requires an
action plan to address these and
other issues and bring it back into
good repair and active use. Research
into the gravestones and monuments
could lead to an interesting
monument trail. A tree and shrub
planting
and
maintenance
programme could enhance the space
and provision of further benches and
possibly also discreet public art could
help bring this site back into
cherished use.

The terraces in this area are
especially sensitive to loss of this
kind due to their original uniformity
of design and detailing. It only takes
inappropriate changes to one house
to negatively affect an entire terrace
or street.

• Section 8 of this Appraisal
recommends the implementation of
an Article 4(2) directive for the
residential
properties
of
the
Conservation Area which would
protect such features and better
ensure that the character of the
Conservation Area is safeguarded.
Enhance the public realm

• Historic streetscape features, such as
the distinctive paving, locally
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