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6: Areas of distinct character
within the Conservation Area

Colchester Villas is a fine example of the
flamboyance of the buildings in this
Character Area. Architectural features
(loggias, verandas, ornate window and
door surrounds, ornately gabled
dormers above shallow bays that
themselves have robust bay windows,
end towers with steeply sloping and
shimmering slate château-like roofing)
are piled on top of each other in an
almost unbearable way and yet by
maintaining a rigorous symmetry the
building retains a coherence and unity.
Truro High School at the top of
Falmouth Road shares the same largescale, grandiose ostentation as these
villas.

6: 19th century town villas: the leafy
suburbs

This Character Area includes three
geographically distinctive areas of large,
ostentatious late 19th and early 20th
century urban show houses. Most have
fairly extensive gardens, even grounds,
and many are still maintained in the style
established in the Victorian and
Edwardian periods.
a. The Avenue and Agar Road to the
north
b. The Crescent and a group on Chapel
Hill to the west
c. The upper part of Falmouth Road to
the south.

Due to change of use, there is pressure
to convert originally soft landscaped
front gardens into hard standings for car
parking and this loss of the once
softening influence of the garden
landscaping has made the robust
Victorian mock gothic even more overpowering. The sheer scale of the
buildings and their ornate and often
heavy
architectural
detailing
is
impressively overwhelming. Most of the
houses are of well-dressed stone, with
some use of stucco, but all of these
buildings utilise high quality materials.

The villas are found both on quiet
residential roads (indeed even on an
unadopted road in the case of The
Avenue) and on busy approach routes
such as Falmouth Road and Chapel Hill.
They are generally set back from the
roadside, sitting deep within their plots
and so displaying extensive front
gardens. Many have tree and shrub
planting that partly obscures views to
the house, but the glimpses that are
caught satisfy passers-by that these are
houses intended to be admired as well as
to provide comfortable living. The
planting nevertheless provides the
houses with a degree of privacy not
often seen elsewhere in the city. The
mature trees and shrubs of the gardens
also provide a sense of solidity and
longevity to the area; they take one back
to images of comfort maintained by
servants and families such as are
encountered in the works of E Nesbit.

Elsewhere, buildings are on a slightly
more modest scale than those on
Falmouth Road but still share the same
grandeur and quality. Their gardens are
also often a little smaller.
Issues,
opportunities
recommendations

and

Guard against piecemeal incremental loss

• As elsewhere in the Conservation
Area these buildings are vulnerable to
incremental loss of detail and
therefore
character.
Piecemeal
alterations, removals, and accretions
are gradually damaging the historic
fabric and diluting the historic
character of the area. These include
the loss of original roof and wall

The upper part of Falmouth Road is
dominated by a series of large later 19th
and early 20th century villas, perhaps the
most ostentatious within this Character
Area. Originally residential, some of
these buildings have since been
converted to hotel and guesthouse use,
subdivided into flats and apartments and
used as offices for private businesses.
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coverings, windows, doors and other
detailing, as well as enclosing railings,
walls etc. The Article 4(2) direction
proposed in Section 8 of this
Appraisal will help ensure that such
details and richness are not lost but
retained.

schemes initiated with regard to the
characteristic species common to the
area.
Enhance the public realm

• Historic streetscape features, such as
the distinctive paving, locally
manufactured cast iron gutters and
railings etc, should be respected and
maintained.

Mitigate the erosion of character caused
by change of use

• Pressures for change of use in this
area have already affected the
character of the buildings. Although
change of use is often inevitable,
care, sensitivity and skill is required
to minimise the impact on the
character of the buildings and their
settings. In particular the impact of
parking on the grounds of these
houses should be minimised by good
use of soft landscaping and subtle
choice of surface materials.

• New public realm elements should
respect the residential nature of the
area, its character and quality.

Mitigate the negative impact of infill
development

Falmouth Road, villas set behind front
gardens. Planting and mature trees are
important character features

An issue within the Character Area is
the subdivision of these large plots, and
the development of infill and additional
structures in the former gardens of these
grand houses. This is particularly
relevant given the perceived pressure on
such spaces stimulated by government
guidance for brownfield development
and increasing densities in urban areas,
as for example in PPG3 issued by the
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.
Such developments should be resisted
where possible as the size of plots,
planting in gardens and general space
and scale of these areas are very
fundamental elements of the significant
character of the area. Recognise and
respect the importance of mature trees
within this area and wider cityscapes

The
architectural
flamboyance
Colchester Villas, Falmouth Road

• The mature trees and shrubs that are
characteristic features of this
Character Area are important both in
their immediate setting and in wider
cityscape views. Mature trees should
be maintained and replanting

of

The Avenue
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enhancing Truro’s Conservation Area

The Truro Urban Design Strategy
identified seven major areas of
opportunity for future beneficial change
in the city, with associated actions for
further development. Several of the
themes highlighted have implications for
the Conservation Area and these are
outlined below; additional comments
reflect the particular perspective of the
Conservation Area and historic
environment.

7 Issues and
opportunities for
enhancing Truro’s
Conservation Area
A number of specific local issues are
identified in the foregoing section on the
Conservation
Area’s
component
Character Areas. This section identifies
opportunities arising from those issues,
from the Urban Design Strategy and
more widely from the resource
represented by Truro’s Conservation
Area.

Theme 1: the waterfront
The waterfront is a major underused
asset in the city centre and could be
utilised to further distinguish Truro as a
place to visit. It is at present blighted by
the A39 Morlaix Avenue dual
carriageway that severs it from the
centre. The Strategy proposes a number
of interventions in the area which could
transform it into a new focus of activity
and a major asset to the city.

In the wider context, as Cornwall’s
county town, Truro has much expected
of it in terms of its commercial,
economic and administrative role, as
well as in terms of its symbolic
significance as the county’s only city and
centre of the Truro diocese. At the same
time, the city is facing significant
development pressures. These arise
from commercial expansion, particularly
in the retail sector, enhanced leisure
provision including a developing
evening
economy,
increased
accommodation
and
affordable
accommodation
demands,
office
provision
and
related
traffic
management measures. Incremental
change is ongoing with individual sites
being developed constantly. However
several
large-scale
redevelopment
projects have been identified and more
are likely in the future. Such schemes
have the potential to change the city
radically and rapidly unless carefully
planned and designed with a
neighbourly attitude to the rest of the
city and their immediate surroundings.
Some of these developments are within
either the existing Conservation Area, or
within extensions proposed in this
Appraisal; in a number of cases they
offer an opportunity to amend
substantial damage wrought to Truro’s
townscape in the later 20th century.

Recognition of the waterfront as a
potential asset is welcome but it is
important to recognise that the area’s
attraction
and
future
potential
significance lies substantially in the
distinctive fabric of quays and associated
buildings, the historic topography, views
across open water and the sense of
bustle and activity associated with
marine activities. The surviving historic
fabric in this area contributes a
substantial element to its authenticity as
an historic place, differentiating it from
‘anywhere’ waterside developments in
many other cities and towns. Surviving
historic buildings and structures should
therefore be maintained as far as
possible in further redevelopment and
should
provide
the
basis
of
characterisation to inform future design.
The proposal for a new ‘landmark’
building on Town Quay, for example,
site of the harbour office, should be
weighed against the fact that this is one
of the small number of historic
structures now remaining, located in a
particularly prominent position for
perceptions of the area as a whole.
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Theme 2: upper Pydar Street
The Urban Design Strategy noted the
potential importance of the large
redevelopment site on upper Pydar
Street in further expanding Truro’s role
as a sub-regional retail centre.

modern subways to the waterfront and
Garras Wharf under Morlaix Avenue,
currently present problems in terms of
their lack of visual attractiveness and
perceptions of threats to personal safety.
Proposed actions include enhancements
of the physical environment of opes,
subways and other links and measures to
improve their visibility and legibility,
together
with
improved
CCTV
surveillance and promotion of more
active building elevations along their
routes. The focus of these pedestrian
routes on the historic core means that
enhancement of opes and other links
will potentially further emphasise the
primacy of this area within the city.

It must be recognised, however, that
development here could, if not carefully
designed, have a very negative and
detrimental
impact
on
Truro’s
distinctive character, itself based on a
compact core with a fine grain built
environment with small building
footprints and a strong sense of
proportion, scale and enclosure.
The challenge will be to ensure that
development on the site reinforces
Truro’s distinctive character and
integrates with the existing urban form
to make the city centre as a whole a
better and more cohesive place.

Improved pedestrian access to the
waterfront area is clearly crucial for the
success of actions to enhance the
waterfront area and increase integration
with the city core. If a new crossing is
provided on Morlaix Avenue it would be
preferable to link Quay Street with
Town Quay, reinstating the historic
connection between the commercial
heart of Truro and its major quay, rather
than the link between Furniss Island and
Worth’s Quay.

It is crucially important that new
development is planned in a way that
maintains and reinforces Pydar Street’s
historic position as the major linear axis
and commercial frontage in the area,
retaining the existing business area
above High Cross as a key component
of Truro’s historic topography. New
development at upper Pydar Street and
Lemon Quay should be perceived and
presented as secondary within the
historic hierarchy in the city, specifically
secondary to the historic centre around
Boscawen Street, St Nicholas Street,
King Street and High Cross.

Opportunities have also been identified
for creating new ‘green’ routes following
the city’s river corridors, enhancing
amenity and leisure provision and again
emphasising Truro’s links with the river
and maritime environment. The Allen
provides a connection to Daubuz Moor
that could be strengthened and the
Kenwyn could be used as an artery to
better link sites including Hendra
Playing Field, Victoria Gardens and the
Cemetery. A continuation of the
Kenwyn pedestrian route has been
suggested which includes restoration of
the former printworks in Walsingham
Place / Lemon Mews and then a
riverside walk from it to Lemon Street
and Lemon Quay.

Theme 3: improving pedestrian
linkages and priority areas
Truro’s central area is highly permeable,
offering distinctive routes and spaces for
pedestrians. These links are rendered
more important, and their use more
attractive, by the significant levels of
vehicle–pedestrian conflict experienced
elsewhere in the city and particularly
around the key Boscawen Street - St
Nicholas Street – Victoria Square axis.
However, many of the opes and other
pedestrian linkages, particularly the

Potential sites for enhancement along a
possible Allen green route would include
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and informing the design of their
replacements. Additionally, there is
potential for enhancing and restoring
the quality of key spaces through
redevelopment of sites such as the
Pannier Market (and Tinners’ Court)
and the Old Bridge Street car park.

Halfords, Old Bridge Street car park and
the eastern side of the upper Pydar
Street redevelopment site. Future
redevelopment of these and similarly
situated sites should be designed to
include elevations which address the
river, encourage access and promote
natural surveillance along the river
corridor; further ‘privatisation’ of
riverside access, as has occurred around
Furniss Park, should be resisted.

Truro has a number of high quality
shopfronts but there are a growing
number of inappropriate façades which
detract from the historic character of the
centre. Tightening existing controls on
shopfront design and signage and
ensuring their enforcement are a priority
in protecting the distinctiveness and
quality of the historic core.

It is suggested that significant changes to
the width and position of the
carriageways in Boscawen Street and
Victoria Square, with associated traffic
management measures, would enhance
pedestrian
provision.
Further
consideration of such measures should
be undertaken with careful assessment
of their likely impact on these historic
spaces and the buildings surrounding
them.

Improved illumination of selected
historic structures is proposed as a
means of further animating the central
area after dark and further celebrating
the history and quality of the townscape.
Such moves could also improve
community safety and promote evening
activity.

Theme 4: enhancing legibility
The Urban Design Strategy highlights a
variety of measures aimed at enhancing
the legibility of the commercial core and
reinforcing the distinctiveness of its
separate character areas. These are
generally beneficial for that portion of
the Conservation Area and in many
respects could be more widely applied.

Theme 6: increasing activity and
vitality
Although vibrant and bustling during
the day, there are areas around the
periphery of the city centre that would
benefit from increased levels of activity.
Evening activity is relatively low
throughout most of the centre. Potential
measures to enhance the vitality of the
centre include increasing the resident
population (see below), improved leisure
and cultural facilities, a more developed
evening economy and promoting sitebased events on Lemon Quay such as
fairs and farmers’ markets.

Theme 5: Enhancing the historic
townscape
The Urban Design Strategy recognises
that much of Truro’s present character
derives from the strong survival of its
impressive historic built environment. It
also acknowledges that there are a small
number of prominent later 20th century
structures which detract from and blight
the city’s historic character, sense of
significance and quality. Redevelopment
of a relatively small number of these
sites would, the Strategy suggests, make
a significant difference to the visual
appeal of Truro’s centre. Detailed area
characterisation studies offer a precision
tool for both identifying such buildings

Theme 7: avoiding peripheral decline
The
Urban
Design
Strategy
acknowledges the possibility that the
increased focus of retail and associated
activity on the Lemon Quay – Boscawen
Street – Pydar Street axis could have a
serious negative effect on peripheral
areas of the commercial core. It should
be recognised that these areas include
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for the different Character Areas in the
city. An appropriate approach to public
realm improvements would be rooted in
detailed assessment of surviving historic
public realm elements in each area –
surfacing, street furniture, detail – and
using these as a starting point in
conceiving new provision specific to
that area; provision based on a
‘consistent’ but indiscriminate design
palette would not be appropriate to
Truro’s fine grain and the emphatic
differences in character across the
various areas of the city.

some of Truro’s most distinctive and
significant historic areas, including the
‘Cathedral quarter’ around St Mary’s
Street, Princes Street and Quay Street,
and the highly distinctive Ferris Town –
Frances Street – River Street – Little
Castle Street – Kenwyn Street area.
Economic decline in these areas would
pose a very significant threat to the
historic environment and Conservation
Area in terms of ongoing maintenance
of the structures themselves and of the
appropriateness of future uses. These
areas are particularly important in terms
of providing Truro with a specific
‘brand image’ and sense of place,
memorable and distinct by comparison
with the less distinctive architecture and
urban topography of the newly emerging
main focuses of retail activity.

In general terms it should be recognised
that it is often more beneficial and
effective to remove clutter from
streetscapes – to allow buildings and
spaces to work effectively – than to add
new components. All public realm
interventions should therefore be based
on a careful audit of what is appropriate
and necessary. In this context, the
additional greening of the central area of
Truro which has been suggested,
through tree planting and provision of
further hanging baskets, needs to be
planned and carried out with care and
sensitivity to maintaining the visibility
and proportions of historic buildings
and spaces and maintaining as far as
possible an uncluttered public realm.

Levels of maintenance of the historic
environment in the peripheral areas will
depend on their economic vitality, but
this in turn should be recognised as
depending to a significant degree upon
the quality of the surviving historic
environment enhancing the experience
of both shopper and visitor. Efforts
should be made to encourage traders to
regard well-maintained historic shop
fronts and other such historic features as
significant commercial assets rather than
outmoded liabilities.
It has been suggested that a consistent
public realm approach throughout the
central area could have a beneficial role
in maintaining integration of peripheral
areas. While there is undoubtedly very
substantial potential for improvement of
the public realm in Truro, it is unlikely
that the distinctive elements of character
in the Conservation Area would be
enhanced by a uniform approach and
palette of designs and materials which
took no account of the immediate
context and setting for particular
interventions. It is therefore strongly
suggested
that
public
realm
improvements should be based on a
detailed understanding of and respect

Additional opportunities in the
Truro Conservation Area

The following additional measures are
proposed for future management of the
Conservation Area.
Opportunities for conservation measures to
historic buildings and features
Truro offers substantial potential for a
programme of conservation-oriented
maintenance and enhancement for its
historic buildings, public spaces and
features. Such a programme would be
likely to follow the principles established
by THI, HERS, Civic Pride and similar
initiatives and should be initially aimed
at enhancing and ensuring long-term
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survival of the most distinctive elements
of the city’s historic environment.

but would affect its setting, or views into
or out of the area’.

Particular attention should be given in
future conservation investment to
maintaining the existing kerbside leat
system as a working feature of Truro’s
urban environment. This is one of the
city’s most distinctive features and
merits a commitment to its long-term
retention and consideration of the
potential for restoring more of its
historic extent or, indeed, further
developing the system in new public
realm provision.

Opportunities to mitigate the negative impact of
‘change-of-use’ pressures
Change of use pressures have been seen
as a cause for the loss of distinctive
character within the Conservation Area,
such as at Lemon Street where originally
residential
properties
are
being
converted to commercial use with the
insertion of shop fronts. Further survey
work is recommended to examine
building uses within the Conservation
Area. Such an exercise could build on
the achievements of the Urban Design
Strategy which examined ‘use’ within the
central core of the city. This work would
provide a useful tool to assess the
relationship between commercial, office
and residential fringe areas and identify
other pressure points.

Opportunities to work with the setting of the
Conservation Area
Truro’s particular topography, with the
historic area centred on the two river
valleys and their flanks, means that there
is high visibility into, out of and across
the Conservation Area. The city’s
immediate ‘horizon’ – that is, the skyline
as perceived from various points within
it – is to a large extent made up of trees
and green spaces; where buildings break
the skyline they are for the most part
public and institutional, of historic
importance and of high architectural
quality.
There
are
important
opportunities in maintaining this
distinctive prospect, not least through
working with landowners to maintain
and manage green spaces around the city
and ensure long-term continuity of tree
cover and traditional boundary features.
It is important that future development
respects the quality of Truro’s skyline,
with particular attention being paid to
ensuring that new buildings located
outside the Conservation Area do not
have a negative visual impact on or from
the Area.

Opportunities for soft landscaping – ‘greening
the city’
Increasing the number of trees in the
city was recognised as a key ‘dream’ in
the Urban Design Strategy consultation
process. It will be important to define
the appropriate species for different
areas of the city in terms of those which
are
historically
distinctive
and
characteristic, and their height, spread,
leaf loss and changing contribution to
the urban scene at different times of the
year. Continuing management of trees
will also be necessary to maintain
important views, ensure appropriate size
and succession and maintain public
safety. There is potential for
reintroducing vegetation into certain
historic spaces, such as the Green.

This concept is strongly supported by
PPG15, which emphasises that the
‘desirability of preserving or enhancing
the area should also . . . be a material
consideration in the planning authority’s
handling of development proposals
which are outside the conservation area

Opportunities for increasing use of underused
commercial premises
There is significant scope within the city
centre for bringing underused space
over or behind commercial premises
into more intensive use. This can often
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Full weight should be given to potential
issues of light pollution and additional
energy use.

be achieved through conversion of use
for office or studio space or as
residential accommodation, in particular
through
a
‘Living-over-the-Shop’
(LOTS) type scheme. Additional
economic function for premises can aid
in maintaining historic fabric but such
schemes also have particular benefits in
providing
additional
affordable
accommodation close to work and
leisure places (thereby reducing vehicle
use), helping to sustain activity in town
centres after working hours, and thereby
increasing security and surveillance
levels.

Increasing opportunities for intellectual and
emotional access to the Conservation Area
A major way of preserving an area of the
historic environment, whether urban or
rural, is through increasing the
community’s awareness of its interest,
relevance
and
value.
Through
celebration
individuals
and
the
community as a whole increase their
attachment to aspects of the historic
environment and so not only increase
their sense of ownership of it, but also
become more prepared to stand up for it
when it is threatened.

Such measures are promoted by PPG
15, urging local authorities to give
careful consideration to planning
applications for shop conversions which
would eliminate separate accesses to
upper floors, to work with housing
associations to secure residential
conversions and through the house
renovation grant system. Increased
residence levels in the city centre area
would also potentially aid Cornwall
Council’s commitment to providing
affordable accommodation and to
community safety.

Celebration of a city that is home, or
workplace, or a place resorted to for
shopping or entertainment is also
extremely important for enhancing a
sense of community and individual wellbeing. It is one of the most powerful
ways of instilling a sense of community
identity and self worth. There are thus
direct benefits for public health and
positive knock-on effects on economic
and social health.
As such, recommendations for actively
investigating and presenting Truro’s
history and the historic environment it
has produced should not be regarded as
optional extras. They should be at the
heart of strategies for the city and all
individuals and communities should be
encouraged to get involved in initiatives
that further our understanding of the
city, and imaginatively present its history
and fabric to the wider community.

Opportunities for the historic environment to
support the evening economy
The Truro Urban Design Strategy
identified significant potential for the
expansion of the evening offer of the
city, bringing a vibrant street and leisure
life to the core area after shops have
closed.
To this end, there is potential for
appropriately themed evening guided
walks, for example, but there are also
opportunities for enhanced lighting of
key landmark buildings, spaces and
streetscapes to extend their impact and
sustain a characterful and distinctive
environment into the evening.

Specific proposals for actions aimed at
increasing awareness, appreciation and
‘ownership’ of Truro’s Conservation
Area and its components are outlined in
Section 9.

Accordingly, a strategic lighting policy
should be commissioned to identify
appropriate sites and means of lighting.

Opportunities to establish and apply design
principles for new development
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The Truro Urban Design Strategy
strongly emphasises the need for a set of
fundamental design principles which will
be applied to all future new
development in the city centre. The
following points are derived from these
proposals, with additions based on the
particular requirements of the historic
environment and Conservation Area
and on the findings of the Cornwall &
Scilly Urban Survey study of the city.
•

The highest quality of building
design is required, with imaginative,
innovative architecture which is
both sensitive to the local context
and appropriately contemporary so
as to contribute to raising the
profile and image of the city.

•

Buildings should respect their
surrounding character in terms of
height, bulk, scale, massing and
rhythm. At the same time, pastiche
and faradism should be avoided.

•

The layout of buildings should be
sensitive to their context and
respect building lines adjacent to
the site (fronts, eaves, ridges etc.).

•

All design proposals should
demonstrate that they have
considered and taken full account
of existing and potential key views.
These include those to the
Cathedral and other significant
historic structures, for example, but
also to the rivers, open spaces and
city skyline, and from outside into
the city centre, from the Truro
River, for example, or from
approach routes such as Kenwyn,
Tregolls or Falmouth Roads.

•

creating designs which respect the
presence of people in the immediate
vicinity and enhance the spaces they
experience.
•

Good quality building materials
should be encouraged, particularly
natural materials, and respect
should be shown to the locally
distinctive palette of materials.
There is a particular need to
recognise the quality of materials
and workmanship in the existing
historic environment and to
emulate these standards in all new
design and construction. However,
it is acknowledged that high-quality
design does not necessarily rely on
expensive materials but rather on
innovative
and
considered
architecture.

•

The highest quality of landscaping
design and materials will be
required. Natural materials should
be used for public realm works and
the best contemporary design and
materials for street furniture. A high
quality streetscape should be
sought, with high quality surfacing
materials and boundary treatments.

•

Respect should be shown to the
local character of open spaces and
the linkages between them, such as
opes, and key features such as the
city’s rivers and leats.

There is an opportunity to use the
principles above to develop more
detailed and integrated design guidance
and development briefs for future
development. The city faces constant
development pressure with many key
sites already targeted for redevelopment.
In future site-specific guidance should
be provided. Such guidance should
incorporate area and site specific
archaeological and historic development
assessment, characterisation and urban
design analysis in order to enable a good
understanding of the site. This should
then be used to inform specific design

Active
façades
should
be
incorporated in designs wherever
possible, and blank or bland
elevations which blight or otherwise
fail to enhance neighbouring spaces
should be avoided. The high
permeability of much of the city
centre should be recognised in
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guidance covering issues such as scale,
bulk, height, form, materials, detailing,
connectivity, permeability, views and
soft landscaping for example. These
should not be phrased or viewed as
constraints but rather as essential local
values and principles designed to ensure
the best possible outcome for the site
and for the city as a whole. The 1997
Supplementary Planning Guidance for
the City Hospital site provides an initial
model.

coherent approach to maintaining and
enhancing its quality and character. To a
significant extent this can be achieved
through identifying, agreeing and
applying appropriate policies, but it also
requires that adequate resources, both
human and financial, are available to
ensure that conservation management
can be successfully undertaken.
This is the baseline for realisation of the
Carrick District Council Local Plan
commitment to ‘protect and enhance
the built environment in the District and
conserve its local variety, heritage,
historic buildings and archaeological
sites for the benefit of existing and
future generations’.

Such guidance could be backed up by
creation of a dedicated role within the
planning authority to function as a
‘design champion’ for the city, putting
into effect the Urban Design Strategy
and ensuring a consistent approach to
urban design in Truro. There is
substantial potential for a management
partnership for the city which would
oversee standards and provide a channel
for greater ‘ownership’ of design
principles by the wide range of
stakeholders involved.
Opportunities to show political will and
partnership
‘If historic areas are to survive and the
designation of a conservation area is to
have any meaning then the commitment
of all players – elected members,
planners, engineers, tourist authorities,
residents, builders, architects and
business generally – needs to be assured.
Conservation area management is a core
activity which has to be coordinated at
management team level, supported by
elected members and adopted by
professional staff in all departments
within the local authority’
Conservation Area Management, English
Historic Towns Forum 1998, 3
The Conservation Area is an important
object around which Truro City Council,
and Cornwall Council, business
interests, the community and other
stakeholders can demonstrate political
will and positive partnership through a
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Conservation Areas

8
Policies for the
protection and
preservation of Truro’s
Conservation Area

Planning
(Listed
Buildings
and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and
Planning and the Historic Environment
– Planning Policy Guidance Note 15

Local planning authorities have a duty to
‘formulate and publish proposals for the
preservation and enhancement of any
parts of their area which are
Conservation Areas’. This appraisal is
Cornwall Council’s response to that
statutory duty.

A number of national and local policies
help protect the fabric and character of
the Conservation Area.
In general they aim to promote the
preservation or enhancement of the
fabric, character, appearance and local
distinctiveness of the Conservation Area
and protect it from unsympathetic
development.

Guidance on planning policies in
Conservation Areas is provided in
various ways. Government guidelines
are given in Planning Policy Guidance
Note 15 Planning and the Historic
Environment (PPG15).

The special character and appearance of
Truro’s Conservation Area has been
shown to be heavily dependent on the
variety of uses seen throughout the city,
on the quality of its buildings, the
survival of its shop fronts and even on
the quality of its street surfacing. To
ensure the protection and celebration of
these features conservation policies
must fully integrate with other policies
for the area, for example traffic
management plans, retail strategies etc.
Representation of the needs of the
historic environment is also required in
wider policies which may affect the
area’s character or appearance (PPG15,
17).

For example PPG15 includes the
following: ‘many conservation areas
include gap sites, or buildings that make
no positive contribution to, or indeed
detract from, the character or
appearance of the area; their
replacement should be a stimulus to
imaginative, high quality design, and
seen as an opportunity to enhance the
area. What is important is not that new
buildings should directly imitate earlier
styles, but that they should be designed
with respect for their context, as part of
a larger whole which has a wellestablished character and appearance of
its own’ (PPG15, 18, 4.17).

Protection of the historic environment
through policies does not just protect
historic features for arcane or abstract
reasons. As this appraisal has noted, it is
now widely accepted that the historic
environment has considerable economic
and social value. Policies to protect it
should be seen as a form of investment
in safeguarding a critical asset.

PPG15 recommends the use of design
briefs (often based on adopted design
guides) that aim to guide development
proposals by providing guidance
information at an early stage in the
procedure. Cornwall Council does have
a design guide and this Appraisal will of
course
provide
much
relevant
background information for refining
this. However it is beyond the scope of
this report to provide specific site by site
guidance for all of Truro’s potential
development sites (PPG15, 18, 4.18).

Please note- Reference is made to
PPG15 and PPG16. At the time of
revision (March 2010) these guidance
notes are about to be replaced with a
combined PPS.

Regarding the setting of Conservation
Areas, PPG15 notes, ‘The desirability of
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preserving or enhancing the area should
also ……be a material consideration in
the planning authority’s handling of
development proposals which are
outside the conservation area but would
affect its setting, or views into or out of
the area (PPG15, 17).’

•

positively relate to townscape and
landscape character through siting,
design, use of local materials and
landscaping;

•

create safe, aesthetically pleasing and
understandable places;

PPG15 also notes that, ‘policies will
need to be designed to allow the area to
remain alive and prosperous, and to
avoid unnecessarily detailed controls
over businesses and householders, but at
the same time ensure that any new
development accords with the area’s
special architectural and historic
interest.’

•

consider, where appropriate, a mix
of uses that create vibrant and active
places, including tenure, size and
densities.
Local plans should define Character
Areas to inform planning decisions
taking into account Regional and
County-wide landscape assessments.
The conservation and enhancement of
sites, areas, or interests, of recognised
international or national importance for
their landscape, nature conservation,
archaeological or historic importance,
including the proposed World Heritage
Site, should be given priority in the
consideration
of
development
proposals.’

National guidance

English Heritage etc also publishes
advisory leaflets (eg English Heritage
1995).
Cornwall Structure Plan

At the Cornwall county level, the
Structure Plan provides a strategic policy
framework. The revised Cornwall
Structure Plan was adopted in
September 2004.

Carrick District Local Plan

At the more immediate local level the
Carrick District Local Plan (April 1998)
is currently the basis for planning
decisions. However this plan is currently
being reviewed with the production of a
new Cornwall Local Development
Framework (LDF) under the new
emerging development plan system. As
part of the LDF the Truro and
Threemilestone Area Action Plan will
contain area-based strategies and
policies for Truro. This will be based on
an evidence base incorporating the City
Centre Strategy and this Conservation
Area Appraisal.

The principal policy relating to the
historic environment is Policy 2,
Character
Areas,
Design
&
Environmental Protection It includes
the following statement..
‘The quality, character, diversity and
local distinctiveness of the natural and
built environment of Cornwall will be
protected and enhanced. Throughout
Cornwall, development must respect
local character and:
•

•

retain important elements of the
local landscape, including natural
and semi-natural habitats, hedges,
trees, and other natural and historic
features
that
add
to
its
distinctiveness;

The Local Development Framework is
still evolving and will include a range of
Supplementary Planning Documents
(SPDs) and other documents.
Until the Truro and Threemilestone
Area Action Plan is complete, retained
policies from the Carrick District Local

contribute to the regeneration,
restoration,
enhancement
or
conservation of the area;
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including the Truro Conservation Area
Management Plan (April 1998) still
apply in the Conservation Area.

the architectural integrity of the building
and the character of the area with special
regard to such matters as scale, pattern
of frontages, vertical or horizontal
emphasis, materials and detailed design’.

Policy 4F
‘Proposals for development in a
Conservation Area should preserve or
enhance the special character of the area
in terms of scale, height, form and
massing, respecting the traditional
pattern of frontages, vertical or
horizontal emphasis, detailing and
materials. There will be a presumption
in favour of retaining buildings which
make a positive contribution to the
character or appearance of Conservation
Areas. Redevelopment which involves
the demolition of an existing building
within a Conservation Area will not be
allowed unless:

Policy 4R

‘Within Areas of Special Control of
Advertisements,
the
Area
of
Outstanding
Natural
Beauty,
Conservation Areas and on Listed
Buildings signs should respect the
architectural integrity and features of the
buildings and the character of the
locality and be located so as not to be a
cause of confusion or danger to the
travelling public’.
Some of the more sensitive parts of the
Conservation Area may benefit from the
use of Article 7 directions to control
advertisements.

The alternative development preserves
or enhances the character or appearance
of the Conservation Area. And
(i)

the building makes no positive
contribution
towards
the
character or appearance of the
Conservation Area, or

(ii)

that the condition of the
building and the cost of its repair
and maintenance renders it
impractical to retain when
assessed in comparison with its
importance and the value
derived from its continued use;
and

(iii)

Design Guides

An array of design guidance exists that is
relevant for new development within the
Conservation Area. At a Cornwall-wide
level ‘A Design Statement for Cornwall’
sets out broad guidance and approaches
to promote quality in the built
environment.
More specific local guidance is provided
in the Carrick Design Guide.
In addition to this general guidance
Carrick District Council issued detailed
Supplementary Planning Guidance on
Shopfronts, Signs and Blinds in the
Conservation Areas of Falmouth,
Penryn and Truro which builds on the
above and gives more detailed guidance
on suitable materials and forms of new
shopfronts, and the need to submit
detailed drawings before consent is
granted. It also presents guidance on the
form and scale of external and internal
sun-blinds.

that there is clear and convincing
evidence that all reasonable
efforts have been made to
sustain existing uses or to find
viable new uses and these efforts
have failed’.

Policy 4Q

‘Proposals for the development of new,
or the refurbishment of existing shop
frontages and other commercial
premises within the Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty or Conservation Areas
should be sympathetic to and respect

Recommendations:

Conservation area setting issues
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Throughout this Appraisal the
negative effect of poor townscape
just outside the Conservation Area
has been a recurring theme. In order
to counter this in the future it is
suggested that policies are revised to
apply within the Conservation Area
itself and within areas affecting the
setting of the Conservation Area.

Lighting strategy and policy should
be established for the city. This
should be informed by a study that
identifies appropriate sites and
means of lighting for landmark
building illumination and also
considers
the
city’s
lighting
hierarchy from street lighting to lit
signage to shop window lighting.
Full weight in the study, strategy and
policy should be given to issues of
light pollution and energy use.

Reference to this Conservation Area
Appraisal should be added to the
local plan or framework document,
describing its role and importance
and its use in development control.
Future policies should show that
Cornwall Council will take steps to
preserve the defined special qualities
of the Conservation Area and
enhance them where appropriate, as
discussed in this document.

Need for further design guidance
Further design guides specifically for
the Conservation Area and its setting
may be beneficial for better
informing works and new build
within the historic context.
Other guides for signage and
advertising are also recommended.

A policy is recommended covering
Tree Preservation Orders and
explaining the significant measure of
protection afforded to trees within
Conservation Areas. The Local Plan
at present states that the District’s
policy is to draw up such orders on a
reactive basis. Although it is
acknowledged
that
this
is
unsatisfactory the possibility of a
more comprehensive survey system
is viewed as impracticable in the
foreseeable
future
(pg26).
A
compromise position could involve
thorough surveys being initiated
within the defined Conservation
Areas of the district, including that
for Truro. The importance of trees
and urban greening to the character
of the city has been another constant
throughout the appraisal. The policy
should make clear that under current
legislation trees protected within
Conservation Areas require six weeks
notice prior to lopping, topping or
felling and that those persons found
guilty of carrying out unauthorised
works could be liable to prosecution
and heavy fines.

In particular a review of the current
policy on signage and illumination is
required,
together
with
an
overarching strategy.
Such a Strategic Lighting Policy and
study should examine a town-wide
hierarchy of lighting, should examine
the
potential
illumination
of
landmarks and key buildings and
should carefully consider street
lighting and illuminated signage
policy.
Details such as the form of such
lighting provision should be explored
with an understanding of the
technical
requirements
and
possibilities, for example suitable lux
levels,
approaches
to
reduce
excessive
light
pollution
and
minimise energy use, promoting
renewal
power
sources
and
maximising the sustainability of such
a scheme.
Article 4(2) Directions
Permitted development rights (those
granted under Schedule 2 of the
Town and Country Planning
(General Permitted Development)
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• Painting of dwelling houses or of
buildings or enclosures within its
curtilage

Order 1995) are more restricted in
Conservation Areas than elsewhere
for certain types of development.
These include the following.

• Demolition of gates, fences, walls
or other means of enclosure where
these front a highway, waterway
or open space

• Addition of dormer windows to
roof slopes
• Application of various kinds of
wall cladding
• Erection of satellite
fronting a highway

Article 4(2) directions can also be
selective within categories of
development. So an individual type
of architectural feature that is
important to the character and
appearance of the Conservation Area
could be specified. Typically these
could include distinctive examples of
the following.

dishes

Sizes of extensions allowed without
specific permission is also more
restricted in Conservation Areas
(English Heritage 1995, 7.1).
Article 4(2) of the Permitted
Development Order enables local
planning authorities to make
directions
withdrawing
certain
permitted development rights, but
only where there is reliable evidence
to
suggest
that
permitted
development is likely to take place
that would damage an interest of
acknowledged
importance
and
which would therefore be in the
public interest to bring within full
planning control.

• Windows, doors and fanlights
• Cornices and parapets
• Other characteristic architectural
details.
Although they do not require the
Secretary of State’s approval to make
such Article 4(2) directions they must
first notify local people and take
account of public views. To become
effective the local authority must give
notice of the direction through an
advertisement in a local newspaper,
and should usually serve a notice on
the owners and occupiers of all
affected properties (English Heritage
1995, 7.2-3).

Local planning authorities may make
directions under Article 4(2) of the
Permitted Development Order to
withdraw permitted development
rights for a prescribed range of
development that materially affects
some aspects of the external
appearance of dwelling houses in
Conservation Areas.

In the Truro Conservation Area the
principal areas of concern that could
be covered by an Article 4(2)
direction are the following.

These can include the following:

• Boundary walls and railings – to
retain the original sense of
enclosure of the individual
properties along Truro’s historic
terraces (at both their front and
also where relevant and covered
by the provisions of the Permitted
Development Order at their rear)

• Erection, alteration or removal of
chimneys
• Installation of flues
• Installation
ventilation
equipment

of

heating
extracts

and
and

• Construction of external porches

• Traditional
windows,
doors,
fanlights and chimneys – to retain
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features
that
contribute
significantly to the historic
integrity of individual buildings
and to the wider townscape

action, although consents can also be
applied for in retrospect.
Again, at the more immediate local level
the Carrick District Local Plan is the
basis for planning decisions. The
following are the key policies in the
Carrick Local Plan that relate to Listed
Buildings.

• Traditional roof coverings and
surface treatments – to retain
historic fabric and to maintain the
contribution that its colour and
texture make to the integrity of
the historic building and to local
townscape character.

Policy 4D

‘Development should be designed to
respect the setting of Listed Buildings
following the fundamental architectural
principles of scale, height, massing,
alignment and use of appropriate
materials. Developments should also
respect the quality of spaces between
and the grouping of buildings which
form the setting of a Listed Building.
Proposals which would have a
significant adverse impact upon the
setting of a Listed Building will not be
approved’.

• Traditional garden or yard
buildings – to retain historic fabric
and enable evidence of the variety
of former uses and practices to be
retained.
Such directions should be pursued
for all the residential buildings
within the Conservation Area in
order to truly acknowledge the
importance of the character and
quality within the Conservation Area
and stop further incremental loss and
stimulate repair, restoration and
promote best practice for alterations
etc.

Recommendations:

• A survey should be commissioned
that identifies buildings and
structures
of
sufficient
architectural
or
historic
importance to be recommended
for listing.

Listed Buildings

Some buildings are Listed by the
Secretary of State as being of special
architectural or historic interest. The
exteriors and interiors of these buildings
are protected by law and prior listed
building consent is usually necessary
from the Council before any works of
alteration, demolition or extension can
be carried out. Such works could include
re-roofing, rendering or painting walls,
the alteration of doors or windows,
replacing rainwater goods, the removal
of internal fixtures or structural changes.
Permission is also required for the
erection of small buildings such as
garden sheds within the grounds (or
curtilage) of a listed building, or for
changes to gates, fences or walls
enclosing it. Failure to gain consent is a
criminal offence and may result in
enforcement procedures and legal

• A list of locally significant
buildings should also be prepared.
The ‘historic buildings’ shown in
blue on Fig. 7 would form a useful
starting point for preparing such a
list.
Archaeological remains

The Carrick District Plan includes the
following policies that concern the
treatment of archaeological remains in
proposed developments.
Scheduled Ancient Monuments
Policy 4S
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(iii)

‘Where
nationally
important
archaeological
remains,
whether
scheduled or not, are affected by
proposed development, there will be a
presumption against proposals which
would involve significant alteration or
cause damage, or which would have a
significant impact on the setting of
visible remains’. [NB There are is just
one Scheduled Monument within the
Truro Conservation Area, but other
features may be still be considered
nationally important.]

Historic Settlements
Policy 4V

‘In
considering
proposals
for
development within the Historic
Settlements of Truro, Falmouth, Penryn,
St Mawes, Tregony and Mitchell [county
designations adopted by the Structure
Plan], the District Planning Authority
will require in appropriate cases for
provision to be made for archaeological
excavation
/
recording
before
development commences.

Archaeology and Planning
Policy 4T

‘Where proposed development is likely
to significantly affect sites of local
archaeological importance, they should
be protected in situ, unless the
significance of the remains is not
sufficient, when weighed against the
need for development, to justify their
physical preservation. Where retention
of remains is not possible, the District
Planning Authority may impose
conditions or seek planning obligations
to ensure that adequate archaeological
records
are
prepared
before
development commences’.

Where proposals would result in a
significant adverse impact upon the
archaeological and historic street pattern
and form of the settlement, planning
permission will not be granted’.
Policies relating to individual
elements of Truro’s historic
environment

Carrick Local Plan includes policies
relating to the historic leats system and
parks and gardens.
The leats

Policy 4U

‘Planning permission will be granted for
proposals which through management
and interpretation encourage and
develop the cultural, recreation,
educational and tourist potential of
archaeological and historic sites and
monuments, subject to all of the
following criteria being met:(i)

no adverse impact upon the
character or setting of the site;

(ii)

a safe means of access can be
provided and the approach
roads
can
reasonably
accommodate the additional
traffic;

parking can be provided in
accordance
with
approved
standards as set out in Policy
5EA’.

Policy 4W

‘Development proposals should retain
and respect the unique leats system in
Truro city centre and should, wherever
possible, ensure that the system remains
uncovered and operational. Proposals
which damage or significantly adversely
affect the system will not be approved’.
Historic Gardens
Policy 4XA

‘Proposals for development affecting
Historic Gardens and Parklands not
listed by English Heritage, will not be
approved unless:-
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(i)
there is no significant adverse
impact upon the historic features,
architectural structures, layout or
ornamentation of the garden / parkland;

Landscape Strategy (2008)
The study does not actively propose
improvements to the Conservation Area
but does assess the views of the
landscape from the area and considers
the impact of new development on the
landscape setting of the historic city area.

(ii)
there is no significant adverse
impact upon the character of the
Historic Parkland setting;

Truro and Threemilestone
Masterplan (2008)
The emerging masterplan proposes a
number of alterations to the city centre
and Conservation Area, including the
redevelopment of Pydar Street and
Garras Wharf on the edge of the
Conservation Area. Smaller options for
redevelopment are also included in the
masterplan. The Conservation Area
Management Plan (2008) has informed
the development of the Masterplan.

(iii)
the trees and woodland that
contribute towards the historic character
of the garden or parkland are retained
List of Gardens / Parklands includes
(j)

Boscawen Park, Truro

(k)

Victoria Gardens, Truro

Involvement of the Conservation
Area in other strategies for Truro
Recent studies of direct relevance to the
Conservation Area include:

The South West Regional Spatial
Strategy
The emerging RSS requires the
provision of 1000 dwellings up to 2026
within the urban area of Truro. This will
potentially require redevelopments
within or adjacent to the Conservation
Area and associated impact. An
assessment of options for
accommodating the proposed growth
will be informed by a number of studies
including the Conservation Area
Appraisal and the Management Plan

Truro City Centre Urban Design
Strategy (2003)
The Urban Design Strategy considers
the redevelopment of a number of sites
in or adjacent to the Conservation Area
and alterations to the public realm of the
city. Redevelopment of buildings is
considered within the area.
The Cornwall Local Transport Plan
2006 . 2011 (2006)
The Local Transport Plan makes more
reference to the impact of congestion,
traffic and on-street parking on the city
than in previous studies. Initiatives such
as park and ride could help to reduce
congestion but may impact on the
number of buses using the city centre.
Truro Retail, Office and Leisure
Strategy (2007) and update (2008)
Examines the level of retail growth that
is required in Truro up to 2016 (2026 in
the update). It suggests that if Truro is
to compete effectively with Plymouth
and Exeter that a significant quantum of
new development in the form of a
department store will be required on one
major site. An organic growth scenario
will have a wider spread impact on the
Conservation Area, but will be small
scale and incremental.
Truro and Threemilestone
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and reference at local Council offices
and public libraries.

9
Recommendations
for celebration of the
Conservation Area

• Access to the GIS database that has
been created for this project over the
internet, allowing online research.
This resource has been designed so
that further information can be
added to it as funds and further
information become available. It has
the potential to be a very powerful
management and outreach tool for
the city.

In Section 7 it was noted that a very
effective way of preserving an area of
the historic environment, whether urban
or rural, is through increasing the
community’s awareness of its interest,
relevance and value.
The
following
are
initial
recommendations for actively presenting
the history and the historic environment
of the Truro Conservation Area. They
should be at the heart of strategies for
the city and individuals, groups and
communities should be encouraged to
undertake or get involved in initiatives
that further our understanding of the
city and imaginatively present its history
and fabric to the wider community.

Interpret the history of the city

Truro is better served with local history
publications than any other urban centre
in Cornwall. However, substantially
greater use could be made of this
resource in interpreting and celebrating
the city for the benefit of both residents
and visitors. There is also substantial
potential for further investigation of the
city’s history, built environment and
archaeology. The Truro Urban Design
Strategy recognises that ‘The historic
quality of the city is one of its key assets,
but one which appears currently to be
under-utilised in terms of promoting the
centre to potential visitors’ (UDS 2003,
23).

• Provision of information leaflets
setting out clearly why the area has
been designated, what its specially
valuable features are, how individual
householders and business owners
can help to protect its character and
appearance, what controls over
development will be introduced and
what additional controls are likely
and what opportunities for assistance
designation brings with it.

Current published guides and guided
tours offer a sound starting point for
further interpretation, but there is
substantial potential for further action.
Possible initiatives include:

• Provision of materials for property
owners in the various Truro
Character Areas, aiding them in
identifying and appreciating the
distinctive features of the buildings
and building styles in these areas and
at the same time providing
information
on
appropriate
maintenance and decoration.
• Access to this Appraisal – this
document should be fully accessible
on the internet in the form of
downloadable pdf files. Copies
should also be available for access
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•

A centrally-located display on the
history of the city.

•

Provision for bringing together
museum exhibits relating to the
history of the city.

•

Signed historic walks and improved
historic information provision at key
points.

•

Physically marking or signing the
location of key components of the
historic city no longer visible on the
ground (for example, the castle,
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medieval town quay, friary and
medieval suburbs).
•

Interpretation materials celebrating
Truro’s
high-quality
buildings,
historic and modern, and the
architects who designed them.

•

A ‘geology trail’ based on the variety
of building stones and other
materials present in Truro’s historic
built environment.

•

Publication of materials celebrating
aspects of Truro’s distinctive historic
environment (for example, posters
and / or postcards showing
doorways and fanlights).

•

Expansion of current internet
information on the city’s history and
historic environment, through, for
example, an enhanced on-line
walking guide, a ‘virtual tour’ of the
city and a map with ‘hotlinks’ at
significant buildings, spaces and
monuments.

•

There is also potential for increasing
public
awareness
of
the
Conservation Area itself as an entity
‘on the ground’. This could be
achieved by, for example:
o Physical
indication
of
Conservation Area boundaries,
perhaps in the form of discreet
lamp-post mounted signage.
o Appropriate printed interpretation
materials.
o Regular communication with
property owners within the Area,
ensuring continuing awareness.
o Recognition
of
owners
/
managers of buildings of which
the
appropriate
restoration,
refurbishment and decoration
makes a significant contribution to
maintaining and enhancing the
character and quality of the city
(such as, for example, awards or
certificates, media recognition or
plaques).
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10 Recommendations for extensions to the
Conservation Area
Cornwall Council has a responsibility from time to time to consider whether further
extensions of Conservation Areas are called for or indeed to consider whether
cancellation of the designation in any Conservation Area is appropriate due to the
erosion of the special interest which led to its original designation. As part of this
appraisal the extent of the existing Conservation Area has been considered and the need
to increase or reduce its coverage has been examined. This appraisal examines sixteen
potential extensions to the Conservation Area. The Management Plan has reviewed these
extensions and recommends that five of them (Nos 5,6,7,13 and 16) are taken forward
for designation; these are shown on Figure 9.
Map Location
ref

Initial justification for designation as Conservation Area

1

13-57 Treyew 13-49 Treyew Road is a terrace of substantial houses with good
Road
survival of original details including doors, windows, gateways,
boundary walls and mature planting. The majority of the terrace
was constructed between the dates of the first edition OS map of
c1880 and the second edition OS map of c1907. Nos 47 and 49
were completed by the OS revision of 1930s. Nos 45a, 51-57 are
later detached properties which continue the historic build line
of the older properties and continue the good enclosure along
the road. They are included to logically link with the open space
to the south which provides impressive panoramic views over
the city centre. This area links with the historic route of Chapel
Hill, which is already within the Conservation Area.

2

Former
Currently the CA boundary skirts the edges of the main station
railway station buildings and includes the footbridge over the line. However,
complex
there are other significant historic railway buildings that are
currently excluded from the designation and this
recommendation addresses this omission.
The proposed extension would draw in important railway-related
buildings including the Goods Shed to the east of the main
station. This retains distinctive GWR architectural detail
although modern buildings have been constructed around it. The
club building may also include elements of two buildings shown
on the 2nd edition map. A single storey brick building to the
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west of the footbridge is included in the recommendation.

Goods shed

3

Redannick
Park
and
allotment
gardens, 4951 & 58
Daniell Road

Railway related structure

The park and allotment gardens are significant green spaces
within the city and offer impressive views across the townscape.
The allotment gardens were considerably larger (as shown on the
1930s OS revision) and it is important to continue this
distinctively urban land use in Truro.

Allotment gardens

49-51 Daniell Road

49-51 Daniell Road – Semi-detached pair of architectural
interest, part of the suburban extension of the city, built between
the first and second editions of the OS map, c1880 and c1907 (as
is the adjacent terrace below). Paviors run up to its further
boundary wall integrating it with the other buildings lower down
the road.
58 – Albert Cottage. A rural cottage that the city has absorbed
and so architecturally and historically significant, its survival
helping to illustrate the development of the city. Shown on the
first edition OS map of c1880 but not on the 1848 Symon’s map.
Probably built in a shallow quarry, potentially a squatter’s
cottage. The curving boundary line shared by it and its neighbour
are the extent of the former quarry.

Albert Cottage
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These areas and buildings clearly contribute to the current
character of the nearby Conservation Area as well as having their
own historic importance.
4

Upper
Falmouth
Road

As with Chapel Hill, this approach to the city has special
character and is historically and architecturally of interest.
Boundary treatments, Cornish hedges, gates and mature planting
of the flanking houses produce a distinct character. Houses are
only glimpsed, shielded by boundary treatments and their
embanked locations above road level.

5

Truro River

The river is of crucial historic interest and significance to the city.
More of its length should be included within the Conservation
Area to illustrate and recognise this importance. The present
Conservation Area boundary is now an anomaly, cutting through
the Tesco site and running along only the eastern bank.
It is suggested that the whole of the Tesco site should be
included along with the western bank of the river. While the area
contains a modern superstore and extensive areas of car parking,
the waterfront, river, surviving banks and quay walling etc impact
strongly on the character of this part of the city and its wider
context.
Historic quay-side walling is visible to the proposed southern
extent. The river banks also have archaeological potential. An
historic boundary wall is also included in the proposed extension.
Now retaining the garden of the nursing home on Malpas Road,
it is presumably part of the original Trennick Farm complex
shown on the 1st edition OS map.

6

West side of This recommendation suggests the inclusion of all buildings on
Tabernacle
the western side of Tabernacle Street. Historically this area was
made up of the gardens and service buildings of the Lemon
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Street plots. It is important to recognise this connection within
the city and to make the Conservation Area boundary more
logical.

Lower
Several unlisted groups that make a positive contribution to the
Tregolls Road historic character of the main eastern approach to Truro are
area (WEST) situated at the southern end of Tregolls Road.
Although the area has been damaged by 20th century road
engineering, garage and tyre sales signage and extensive forecourt
areas, the surviving historic buildings provide evidence of the
townscape prior to these changes and retain character and value
within the area. A terraced row of workers housing, shown as
Baynard’s Terrace on historic mapping, share characteristics of
industrial housing elsewhere in the Conservation Area.
Interestingly a number of historic industrial buildings relating to
a smelting house survive and are now used as part of a garage.
This type of building has been lost in other parts of the city
(along the waterfront; the pottery at Bosvigo Road), and these
survivals are therefore more architecturally important. An
unlisted assay house also survives in this area.
A further unlisted building facing onto Mitchell Hill positively
contributes to the special architectural and historic interest of the
city.
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Lower
A green area east of Tregolls Road that provides a lush backdrop
Tregolls Road to the city and comprises the mature trees of the former 18th
area (EAST)
century and Victorian landscaped gardens of Tregolls House
(later a school for young ladies, but now demolished). Truncated
in 1827 when Tregolls Road was created. Lodge and some
boundaries are post-1827.
The site of Tregolls House clearly plays an important
contribution to the character of this busy approach route to the
city centre and along the duel carriageway. Mature trees,
boundary treatment and gateways continue to have a significant
positive effect on the character of the surrounding area. An
extensive TPO exists on the trees.

9

Tregolls Road

Group of large houses, some now hotels and guesthouses, all
built in the former grounds of Tregolls House between c1880
and c1907. Most retain original windows, roofs, garden layouts
(with serpentine paths), boundaries etc. Some mature trees. A
fine group very visible from the busy Tregolls Road.

10

Alverton and Alverton Manor (1830s) and grounds (including walled garden
Tremorvah
with green house), originally a small country house, extended in
late 19th century as a convent. The adjacent Tremorvah House
(1841) with its cottage ornée lodge. Architecturally important
buildings and surrounding ornamental landscapes.

Tremorvah

Alverton Manor
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11

Mitchell Hill
/
Bodmin
Road,
Prospect
Cottage,
Tremorvah
field and area

The Mitchell Hill / Bodmin Road approach shares many of the
qualities of other historic approaches such as Chapel Hill and
Falmouth Road. Roadside hedges, gates etc with some mature
trees are an important remnant of the once rural approach to the
city from the north-east. The Victorian Prospect Cottage is a
building of architectural significance and character. The playing
fields on the east side of the road form an important open space
within this part of the city. Twentieth century housing and the
magistrates court were built within the former gardens and
service complexes of Tremorvah House, of which some remains
are incorporated into the 20th century development. Some of the
residences are significant early/mid 20th century units by John
Taylor.

12

Daubuz
Moors

Although the general landscape of the moor area has a
significant degree of management and protection by means of
ownership and its other designations, the remains of a leat
system, related to Moresk Mill and the city centre leat system
survives here. Conservation of the system could form a good
project for enhancement, and could be a further draw to this
important amenity.

Leat with sluice gate, currently being
used to dump garden cuttings

13

Viaducts

The viaducts form obvious boundaries to the Conservation Area
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and form important landmarks within the city. From trains they
provide exceptional townscape views across Truro. In general
they add considerably to the local distinctiveness and sense of
place of the city.

14

Moresk Road This area includes several important features and surviving
area
buildings. In particular the River Allen and leat system
(continuing from Daubuz Moor to the site of Moresk Corn Mill)
are of importance. Moresk Bridge and the Territorial Army
Centre are significant features, as are the surviving historic
buildings – an industrial building related to the former Corn Mill
opposite the TA centre, Moresk Cottage and Truro Vean (now
known as Benson House and Lodge) and the remains of its
walled gardens further up the slope.

Benson House

Corn Mill related building

TA centre

Moresk Bridge

15

Pydar Street

An area of medieval burgage strips survives on the south side of
Pydar Street running up to Union Street. The majority of the
town’s original burgage strips, which originally ran from the
castle site to High Cross, have been lost through the 20th
century redevelopment of upper Pydar Street and its northern
side, making this area of survival even more important.

16

Charles Street The Cornwall and Scilly Urban Survey report for Truro
(SOUTH)
recommended inclusion of the 19th century terrace on the
southern side of Charles Street for inclusion within the
Conservation Area. It retains significant character and quality,
matched elsewhere within the Conservation Area and provides
value in an otherwise relatively damaged part of townscape.
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Higher Town / It is considered that these settlements have sufficient architectural and historic
Kenwyn
/ interest to merit appraisal for designation as Conservation Areas in their
Malpas
own right. As such they have not been recommended for attachment to the
Truro Conservation Area.
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Appendix 1: Guide to the associated GIS mapping
This section comprises a technical appendix providing metadata, full definitions,
explanations and suggestions for use of the geographic information collated, created and
provided as the base for the figure sequence bound at the back of the report. Ten GIS-based
datasets have been created for the study. These comprise:
• Location and physical topography: defines the Conservation Area, its location

and physical topography.
• Conservation

Area evolution: defines the geographical evolution of the
Conservation Area.

• Ordnance survey 2nd edition: shows the extent of the Conservation Area on the

c1907 OS map.
• Historic development: : defines the geographical growth of the settlement as

mapped from available cartographic sources
• Historic topography: details the historic ‘building blocks’ that have shaped the

development and evolution of the settlement.
• Archaeological potential: indicates the potential for urban archaeological remains.
• Surviving historic components: depicts survival patterns and statutory designation

coverage of the settlement’s surviving historic buildings and features.
• Character areas: illustrates the character areas distinguished within the town as

defined in section 6.
• Recommended

extensions to Truro Conservation Area: illustrates the
recommended extensions to the Conservation Area within the town as explored in
section 10

The datasets (known as shapefiles) have been created using ESRI’s ArcView GIS. Each
shapefile comprises a number of polygons (areas), and/or lines and/or points depicting the
spatial extent of the various areas, sites and monuments of interest identified during the
study. These features are attributed with two types of information; the first describes the
nature and form of the site, area or monument itself (eg. name, date etc) whilst the second
describes the context of the dataset’s creation (eg. creator, date created, original source,
capture scale). Attribution of these shapefiles has been guided by the project’s requirements
and as far as possible the attribute values adhere to current CCC HER heritage information
standards.
Location and physical topography (Figure 1)
The existing Conservation Area defines the study area. Its location and physical topography
are illustrated.
The Conservation Area GIS shapefile dataset is attributed with the following values:
Shapefile primitive: polygon (area)
U

Shapefile attribute properties:
U

Site Name

Field type

Width

Description

example

Conservation area Field Character

30

Settlement Name

Truro

First issued

250

Brief description.

16/11/2000

Field Numeric
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Last revised

24/09/2001

8

GIS digitisation scale

1:2500

Code

Field Character

25

Records the code

Truro

Status

Field Character

6

Records the status

*****

Designation

Field Numeric

8

Date of designation

dd/mm/yyyy

Source

Field Character

250

Information source

Carrick District Council

Conservation Area evolution (Figure 2)
This figure shows the original 1969 extent of the Conservation Area and charts its expansion
over time to the present day boundary.
The GIS shapefile dataset is attributed with the following values:
Shapefile primitive: polygon (area)
U

U

Shapefile attribute properties:
U

All conservation area evolution information is supplied by Carrick District Council and briefly consists of the following:
Conservation Area 1969
1975 extension
1978 extension
1988 extension
1990 extension
1991 extension
1992 extension
2001 extension

Ordnance Survey 1:2500 2nd edition (1907) (Figure 3)
P

P

This figure shows the Conservation Area on the Ordnance Survey 1:2500 Edition c1907.
Historic development (Figure 4)
This dataset forms the basis for Figure 4. Phased historic development mapping was created
by carrying out a traditional map regression and comparison with the geographical extent of
the settlement mapped from a series of available historic map and aerial photograph sources.
Generally only overtly urban features have been mapped therefore outlying sites (eg.
industrial complexes) may not be featured on the mapping until the site/working has
stopped, and the land was reclaimed and re-developed as part of the expanding town.
For Truro the historic map and photographic sequence included:
• Medieval extent as given by Sheppard, 1980
• c1809 Ordnance Survey’s 2-inch drawings for the 1813 Ordnance Survey first edition

1” to the mile map
1842 and 1848 Symons’ maps of Truro
Ordnance Survey 1st Edition 1:2500 (c1880)
Ordnance Survey 2nd Edition 1:2500 (c1907)
Ordnance Survey 2nd Edition 1:2500 (revision) (1930s)
2002 Ordnance Survey Landline 1:2500
This mapping illustrates the original focal points of the settlement and its subsequent lateral
evolution. It highlights areas likely to have the oldest surviving remains and archaeological
potential.
•
•
•
•
•

P

P

P

P

P

P
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The historic development GIS shapefile dataset is attributed with the following values:
Shapefile primitive: polygon (area)
U

U

Shapefile attribute properties
U

Attribute Name

U

Field type

Width

Description

example

Study_area,

Field Character

25

Settlement Name

Truro

Historic_phase

Field Character

25

Period of settlement growth

c1840 – c1880

Source,

Field Character

250

Original data source

1880 1 Edition OS Revision

Creation_date,

Field Character

20

Creation date (ddmmyyyy)

20082001

Capture_scale,

Field Character

20

GIS digitisation scale

1:2500

User,

Field Character

25

Creator initials

KSN

Project_code

Field Numeric

25

Project Code

2001013

st
P

P

Historic settlement topography (Figure 5)
This dataset forms the basis for Figure 5. This mapping seeks to define the ‘building blocks’
that have shaped the development and evolution of the settlement. Historic settlement
topography includes plan-form and relief, hydrology, blocks of particular types of housing or
building (eg. industry, ecclesiastical etc), burgage plots and other well defined land allotment
patterns, historic road routes and streets, railways etc.
The historic settlement topography GIS shapefile dataset is attributed with the following
values:
Shapefile primitive: polygon/polyline/points
U

U

Shapefile attribute properties
U

Attribute Name

U

Field type

Width

Description

example

Name

Field Character

25

Event Record

Truro

Period

Field Character

25

Epoch or period

MD

Short_Desc

Field Character

250

Brief description of site

Post industrial town quay

District

Field Character

25

Name of District

Carrick

Creation_date,

Field Character

20

Date of creation of dataset

20082001

Capture_scale,

Field Character

20

Digitisation Scale of dataset

1:1250

User

Field Character

25

Person responsible for data capture

KSN

Project Code

Field Characther

25

Project Code

PR1013

Buried archaeological potential (Figure 6)
This dataset forms the basis for Figure 6. It indicates the potential for urban archaeological
remains, although it must be emphasised that this depiction of potential is indicative, not
definitive, and only future archaeological investigation and research can test and refine its
value.
An understanding of the potential is broadly derived from the historic extent of the
settlement itself. In simple terms, any location within the area developed to c1907 is regarded
as having the potential for standing or buried archaeological features; the earlier settlement
core (medieval urban extent) may have more complex and deeply stratified deposits.
The figure also identifies a number of sites and areas of known historic significance: ie those
where the presence of a significant structure or feature can be identified from historic maps
or documentary sources but does not now survive above ground. Points are used to
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approximately locate features where the available sources are not adequate to map as a
polygon specific location.
It should be noted that there is also a proven potential within the area for the survival of
archaeological remains that predate or are unrelated to the development of the town,
particularly prehistoric and/or early medieval sites. In the absence of specific information
such as reports of finds or antiquarian references the potential presence of such sites is
difficult to predict.
This dataset is effectively a scaled down GIS version of the CCC HER/SMR database and
the attribute fields represent the minimum data information requirements for inclusion in
the CCC HER. The archaeological potential GIS shapefile dataset is attributed with the
following values:
Shapefile primitive: polygon/polyline/points
U

U

Shapefile attribute properties
U

U

Attribute Name

Field type

Width

Description

example

Name

Field Character

250

Name

Truro, Railway Station

Site_type

Field Character

250

Site Type

Station

Broad_term

Field Character

25

Broad site type term

Class

Field Character

100

Site type class

Site_id

Field Numeric

10.5

Unique PRN HER/SMR database

Form

Field Character

50

Condition of site type

Documentary

Start

Field Character

10

Start date of feature -specific

-

End

Field Character

25

End date of feature -specific

-

Period

Field Character

25

Epoch / century of feature

19

Sam_no

Field Character

25

N/A

Grade

Field Character

25

N/A

Short_desc

Field Character

250

Max 250 characters description

Bibliography

Field Character

250

Source material used to identify feature 2 Edition OS c1907

Parish

Field Character

100

Local Authority District

Truro CP
PR1013

nd

Shown on 2 edition OS
nd

Project_code

Field Character

10

Project Code

Feat_code

Field Numeric

3

Code to distinguish legends for features 2

Capture_scale

Field Numeric

10

Capture Scale of digitisation

1:2500

User

Field Character

25

Creator initials

KSN

Surviving historic components (Figure 7)
This dataset forms the basis for Figure 7. It seeks to illustrate the survival patterns and
statutory designation coverage of the settlement’s surviving historic features. Generally these
features are standing buildings, but some other historic features, such as boundary walls, leat
systems, gateways and stone crosses, may be included.

Tree preservation orders (green star) are individual trees that have statutory protection
against them. The information has been supplied by the Tree Preservation Officer Cornwall
Council

Scheduled Monuments (red features). 'Scheduling' is shorthand for the process through

which nationally important sites and monuments are given legal protection by being placed
on a list, or 'schedule'. English Heritage takes the lead in identifying sites in England which
should be placed on the schedule by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport. A
schedule has been kept since 1882 of monuments whose preservation is given priority over
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other land uses. The current legislation, the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas
Act 1979, supports a formal system of Scheduled Monument Consent for any work to a
designated monument. Scheduling is the only legal protection specifically for archaeological
sites. The Scheduled Monument data has been derived from GIS datasets maintained by
Technical Services, Cornwall Council. The mapping was last updated on 05/12/2003 and
mapping is therefore accurate to that date. Contact the Historic Environment Record team,
HES, Cornwall Council or English Heritage for potential updated changes to this
designation coverage.

Listed Buildings (yellow features) identify those buildings of special architectural or

historic interest as defined by the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act
1990. Under this legislation the government maintains a list of buildings of special
architectural or historic interest, and operates a Listed Building Consent process to control
works which affect them. The Listed Building GIS data has been derived from GIS datasets
provided by Carrick District Council on 03/07/2002 and mapping is therefore accurate to
that date. Contact Cornwall Council’s Conservation Officers for potential updated changes
to this designation coverage.

Conservation Areas (black outline) identify areas of historical or architectural interest as

defined by the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. The legislation
places a duty on local planning authorities to identify the special qualities and formulate
proposals for the conservation and enhancement of Conservation Areas, known as
Conservation Area Statements or Appraisals.

Historic buildings (dark blue features) are also illustrated. This category does not convey a

statutory designation, although it could form a useful basis for creating a list of locally
important buildings. Buildings shown here are surviving structures that pre-date c1907 (ie
they are shown on the c1907 OS 2nd edition). In addition to this definition some buildings
post dating c1907 are also included if they are part of the same development as buildings
shown on the c1907 OS 2nd edition (ie part of a street clearly under construction at the time
of mapping, or a later extension to an historic building), or if they post date this nominal cut
off date but are of significant townscape quality or are important historic features of the
town. This coverage is generated first by a desk-based comparison of current OS MasterMap
base mapping and historic mapping, with the identified buildings then checked during a site
field visit.
P

P

P

P

This dataset is effectively a scaled down GIS version of the CCC HER/SMBR database and
the attribute fields represent the minimum data information requirements for inclusion in
the CCC HER. The surviving historic components GIS shapefile dataset is attributed with
the following values:
Shapefile primitive: polygon/polyline/points
U

U

Shapefile attribute properties
U

U

Attribute Name

Field type

Width

Description

example

Name

Field Character

250

Name

Church of St Keyne

Site_type

Field Character

250

Site Type

Church

Broad_term

Field Character

25

Broad site type term

Place of Worship

Class

Field Character

100

Site type class

Site_id

Field Numeric

10.5

Unique PRN HER/SMR database

********

Form

Field Character

50

Condition of site type

Extant

Start

Field Character

10

Start date of feature -specific

1259

End

Field Character

25

End date of feature –specific

Period

Field Character

25

Epoch / century of feature

122
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Scheduled Monument number (if applicable)

Grade

Field Character

25

Listed building number

LBII*

Short_desc

Field Character

250

Max 250 characters description

Truro, Kenwyn Church..

Bibliography

Field Character

250

Source material used to identify feature

District

Field Character

100

Local Authority District

Feat_code

Field Numeric

3

Code to distinguish legends for features 3

Capture_scale

Field Numeric

10

Capture Scale of digitisation

1:2500

User

Field Character

25

Creator initials

MVB

Carrick District Council

Character areas (Figure 8)
This dataset forms the basis for Figure 8. This investigation, in addition to identifying the
broad elements of settlement character that define the Conservation Area as a whole,
identified six distinct Character Areas (see Sections 5 and 6).
Character area 1:
Character area 2:
Character area 3:
Character area 4:
Character area 5:
Character area 6:

City core
Working waterfront
Artisan housing
Planned elegance
19th ‘middle class’ terraces
19th century town villas

These Character Areas are differentiated from each other by their varied historic origins,
functions and resultant urban topography, by the processes of change which have affected
each subsequently (indicated, for example, by the relative completeness of historic fabric, or
significant changes in use and status), and the extent to which these elements and processes
are evident in the current townscape. In simple terms, each Character Area may be said to
have its own individual ‘biography’ which has determined its present character.
Taken with the assessment of overall settlement character, the six Character Areas offer a
means of understanding the past and the present. In turn, that understanding provides the
basis for a positive approach to planning future change which will maintain and reinforce the
historic character and individuality of each area and the town as a whole - sustainable local
distinctiveness.
The character areas GIS shapefile dataset is attributed with the following values:
Shapefile primitive: polygon
U

U

Shapefile attribute properties
U

U

Attribute Name

Field type

Width

Description

example

Name

Field Character

25

Character type

Artisan Housing

Creation_date,

Field Character

20

Date of creation of dataset

dd/mm/yyyy

Capture_scale,

Field Character

20

Digitisation Scale of dataset

1:2500

User,

Field Character

25

Person responsible for data capture

****

No

Field Numeric

25

Character area

3

Recommended extensions to Truro Conservation Area (Figure 9)
This dataset shows the existing Conservation Area and recommended extensions.
The GIS shapefile dataset is attributed with the following values:
Shapefile primitive: polygon
U

U

Shapefile attribute properties
U

U
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Attribute Name

Field type

Width

Description

example

Name

Field Character

25

Name of the site

Eastern Viaduct

Creation date

Field Character

250

date area captured

dd/mm/yyyy

Capture_scale,

Field Character

20

Digitisation Scale of dataset

1:2500

User,

Field Character

25

Person responsible for data capture

BPT

Townscape analysis (Figure 10)
This dataset shows a townscape analysis of the Conservation Area on a background of the
survival mapping used in Fig. 7. The figure shows:
• Important views and vistas
• Open green spaces
• Important open areas
• Important gateways and arrival points
• Landmarks
The character areas GIS shapefile dataset is attributed with the following values:
Shapefile primitive: polygon
U

U

Shapefile attribute properties
U

U

Attribute Name

Field type

Width

Description

example

Name

Field Character

25

Character type

Truro

Creation_date,

Field Character

20

Date of creation of dataset

dd/mm/yyyy

Capture_scale,

Field Character

20

Digitisation Scale of dataset

1:2500

User,

Field Character

25

Person responsible for data capture

JP

124

July 2005 and updated March 2010

Truro Conservation Area Appraisal

Appendix 2:
Archaeological potential gazetteer

Appendix 2: Archaeological potential gazetteer
GAZ

SITE ID

NAME

PERIOD

DISPLAY

SITE TYPE

FORM

1

0.00000

Truro, Railway Station

C19

POSTMEDIEVAL

Engine Shed

Documentary

2

0.00000

Truro Railway Station

C19

POSTMEDIEVAL

Goods Shed

Documentary

3

0.00000

Truro, Wellington Terrace

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

School

Documentary

4

0.00000

Truro, Kenwyn Road

C19
C20

POSTMEDIEVAL

Windmill

Documentary

5

0.00000

Truro, Claremont Terrace

C19

POSTMEDIEVAL

Railway Siding

Documentary

6

25246.00000

Truro, Edward Street

C12

MEDIEVAL

Castle

Site of

Truro, Edward Street

C19
C20

POSTMEDIEVAL

Cattle Market

Site of

Pre 1907

POSTMEDIEVAL

School

Pre 1907

POSTMEDIEVAL

Poorhouse
Hospital

Pre 1907

POSTMEDIEVAL

Mortuary Chapel

Site of

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Pottery

Documentary

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Nonconformist
Chapel

Site of

C19

POSTMEDIEVAL

Nonconformist
Chapel

Documentary

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Tannery

Documentary

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Wharf

C19

POSTMEDIEVAL

School;
Hall

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Smelting Works

Documentary

C19

POSTMEDIEVAL

Mill

Documentary

C19

POSTMEDIEVAL

School

Documentary

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Gas Works

Documentary

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Limekiln

Documentary

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Foundry

Documentary

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Limekiln

Documentary

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Coal Store

Documentary

Truro, Lemon Quay (Pottery)

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Pottery

Documentary

Truro, Charles Street

C19
C20

POSTMEDIEVAL

Nonconformist
Chapel

Documentary

POSTMEDIEVAL

Nonconformist
Chapel

Documentary

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

25246.00000
0.00000
0.00000
0.00000
18923.00000
0.00000
0.00000
41569.00000
41541.00000

Truro, Pydar Street
Truro, Oak Way
Truro, Oak Way
Truro, Bosvigo Road
Truro, Castle Street
Truro, River Street
Truro, The Leats
Truro, Garras Wharf

0.00000

Truro, City Road

0.00000

Truro,
House

0.00000

Truro, Morlaix Avenue (Steam
Flour Mill)

0.00000

Truro,
Fairmantle
(National Schools)

41532.00000
0.00000
41563.00000
41564.00000
0.00000
0.00000
0.00000
0.00000

Trethellan

Street

Truro, Lemon Quay (Lime Yard)
Quay

(Iron

Truro, Lemon Quay (Lime Yard)
Truro, Lemon Quay (Coal Yard)

Truro, Chapel Place

-

Smelting

Truro, Morlaix Avenue

Truro, Lemon
Foundry)

-

C19

125

-

Site of
&
Site of

Documentary
Mission
Documentary
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28

0.00000

Truro, St Clement's Hill

Pre 1880

POSTMEDIEVAL

Mortuary Chapel

Documentary

29

0.00000

Truro, Green Street

Pre 1878

POSTMEDIEVAL

Custom House

Documentary

30

0.00000

Truro, Wilkes Walk

MD-PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Mill Pond

Documentary

31

0.00000

Truro, Boscawen Street

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Police Station

Documentary

18951.10000

Truro, High Cross

C12
1880

-

32

MEDIEVAL

Churchyard

Site of

18951.10000

Truro, High Cross

C12
1880

-

33

MEDIEVAL

Church

Site of

34

0.00000

Truro, Union Place

Pre 1878

POSTMEDIEVAL

Museum

Site of

35

41568.00000

Truro, Carclew Street

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Malthouse

Documentary

36

0.00000

Truro, St Clement's Hill

Pre 1880

POSTMEDIEVAL

Police Station

Site of

37

41540.00000

Truro, Garras Wharf

Pre 1878

POSTMEDIEVAL

Timber Pond

Site of

38

0.00000

Truro, Newham

C19

POSTMEDIEVAL

Goods Shed

Documentary

39

0.00000

Truro, Newham

C19

POSTMEDIEVAL

Goods Shed

Documentary

40

41539.00000

Truro, Garras Wharf

C19

POSTMEDIEVAL

Timber Yard

Documentary

41

41572.00000

Truro, Wilkes Walk

Pre 1880

POSTMEDIEVAL

Saw Mill

Site of

42

0.00000

Truro, Old Bridge Street

Pre 1878

POSTMEDIEVAL

Coal Store

Site of

43

0.00000

Truro, Old Bridge Street

Pre 1878

POSTMEDIEVAL

Coal Store

Site of

44

0.00000

Truro, Melrose Terrace

Pre 1878

POSTMEDIEVAL

School

Site of

45

0.00000

Truro, Lemon Quay

Pre 1878

POSTMEDIEVAL

Warehouse

Site of

46

41574.00000

Truro, Trafalgar Square

Pre 1878

POSTMEDIEVAL

Saw Mill

Site of

47

0.00000

Truro, Trafalgar Square

Pre 1878

POSTMEDIEVAL

Coal Store

Site of

18950.00000

Truro, Trafalgar Square

1816
1871

-

48

POSTMEDIEVAL

Smelting Works

Site of

25230.00000

Truro, Daubuz Court

Pre
1880

c

49

POSTMEDIEVAL

Corn Mill

Site of

50

41566.00000

Truro, City Wharf

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Timber Yard

Documentary

51

41535.00000

Truro, Malpas Road

Pre 1878

POSTMEDIEVAL

Wharf

Site of

52

0.00000

Truro, Malpas Road

C19
C20

POSTMEDIEVAL

Wharf

Documentary

53

41536.00000

Truro, Malpas Road

C19

POSTMEDIEVAL

Wharf

Documentary

54

0.00000

Truro, Malpas Road

Pre 1880

POSTMEDIEVAL

Wharf

Documentary

55

0.00000

Truro, Malpas Road

Pre 1880

POSTMEDIEVAL

Timber Yard

Documentary

56

41538.00000

Truro, Malpas Road

Pre 1880

POSTMEDIEVAL

Limekiln

Documentary
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57

41565.00000

Truro, Lemon Quay

C19

POSTMEDIEVAL

Timber Yard

Documentary

58

0.00000

Truro, Lemon Quay

Pre 1907

POSTMEDIEVAL

Timber Yard

Documentary

59

0.00000

Truro, Infirmary Hill

Pre 1878

POSTMEDIEVAL

Sunday School

Site of

60

0.00000

Truro, Malpas Road

C19

POSTMEDIEVAL

Wharf

Documentary

61

0.00000

Truro, Green Street

Pre 1842

POSTMEDIEVAL

Bowling Green

Documentary

62

0.00000

Truro, St Austell Street

Pre 1880

POSTMEDIEVAL

Coal Store

Documentary

63

0.00000

Truro, Railway Station

Pre 1880

POSTMEDIEVAL

Engine Shed

Documentary

64

0.00000

Truro, Merrifield Close

Pre 1880

POSTMEDIEVAL

Kennels

Documentary

65

0.00000

Truro, Victoria Gardens

Pre 1880

POSTMEDIEVAL

Nursery Garden

Documentary

66

0.00000

Truro, High Cross

Pre 1880

POSTMEDIEVAL

Assembly Rooms

Documentary

67

41567.00000

Truro, Kenwyn Street

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Blacksmiths
Workshop

Documentary

68

41560.00000

Truro, Lemon Mews

Pre 1878

POSTMEDIEVAL

Blacksmiths
Workshop

Site of

69

0.00000

Truro, Morlaix Avenue

Pre 1880

POSTMEDIEVAL

Lodge

Documentary

70

41573.00000

Truro, Trafalgar Square

Pre 1880

POSTMEDIEVAL

Blacksmiths
Workshop

Documentary

71

0.00000

Truro, Prince's Street

Pre 1880

POSTMEDIEVAL

Bank

Documentary

72

25245.00000

Truro, Pydar Street

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Almhouse(s)

Site of

73

0.00000

Truro, Pydar Street

PM

POSTMEDIEVAL

Prison

Documentary

74

0.00000

Truro, Station Road

Pre 1907

POSTMEDIEVAL

Railway Turntable

Documentary

75

41533.00000

Truro, Boscawen Bridge

18491968

POSTMEDIEVAL

Bridge

Site of
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Appendix 3: Details of Consultation
A draft version of this report went through a consultation process and was revised in light of
comments received. Thanks to the following people and organisations that were all
consulted as part of this process.
ORGANISATION

CONTACT NAME

City of Truro Chamber of Commerce
Working for Truro Association
Devon & Cornwall Constabulary
Truro City Council
English Heritage
CABE
Cornish Disability Forum
Truro Civic Society
Cornwall County Council
Cornwall County Council
Cornwall County Council
Cornwall County Council
SWRDA
Cornwall Wildlife Trust
Public Art Consultant
Environment Agency
South West Water
Carrick District Council

Blue Badge Guides
Cornish Buildings Group
Truro Conservation Area Advisory Committee

Truro District Ward Councillors

Chair of Planning (Development Control)
Committee
Carrick District Design Champion
District Cabinet Member (Environment & Strategy
Cornwall County Councils (Truro Electoral
Division)

Sandra Trewhela (Chair)
Simon Hendra (Chairman)
PC Graham Martin (Architectural Liaison Officer)
Russell Holden (Town Clerk)
Councillor Phillippa Mills (Chair of the Town
Council Planning Committee)
David Stuart (Historic Areas Advisor South West)
Mark Pearson (Programme Manager – Design
Action: Devon & Cornwall)
Jack Pomfret
Jennifer Hosken (Chair)
Nigel Matthews (Landscape Officer)
Peter Moore (Chief Engineer)
Colin Jarvis (Transportation Policy Manager)
Mark Jones (Head of Spatial Planning)
Stephen Bohane (Head of Operations)
Trevor Edwards (Director)
Polly Mason
Julian Payne (Development Control Manager)
Carolyn Waters (Development Planner)
Karl Roberts (Head of Development Services)
Terry Grove-White (Head of Community Planning)
Martin Searle (Community Regeneration Officer)
Mel Richardson (IAP Team – Truro)
Eric Berry/Jenny Gale (Conservation Officer)
Mark O’Brien (Open Spaces Manager)
Martin Woodley (Local Plans Section)
Katie Cooke (Local Plans Section)
Penny Fincken
Hugh Lander and Peter Mitchell
Andrew Harvey
Leonard Robinson
Hugh Lander
Paul Brown
Reg Bowyer
Chris Hendra (Chair)
Councillor Connie Fozzard
Councillor Tamblyn
Councillor Biscoe
Councillor Sell
Councillor Mrs Young
Councillor Fletcher-Peters
Councillor Cox
Councillor Mrs Cox
Councillor Mrs Callen
Councillor Wells
Councillor Mrs Vale
Councillor Gill Wilson
Councillor Greenslade
Councillor Mrs Carlyon
Councillor Mrs Ansari
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Published sources and documents
Beresford M, 1988. New Towns of the Middle Ages, Stroud, Alan Sutton
Berry, E, 1998. Falmouth Conservation Area Appraisal
Bird S, 1986. Bygone Truro, Chichester, Phillimore
Cornwall County Council, 1996. Cornwall Landscape Assessment 1994 (report prepared by
Landscape Design Associates and Cornwall Archaeological Unit), Truro, Cornwall
County Council
Douch H L, 1977. The Book of Truro: A Portrait of the Town, Chesham, Barracuda Books
Henderson C, 1935. Essays in Cornish History, edited by A L Rowse and M I Henderson,
Oxford, Clarendon Press
Kirkham, G, 2003. Truro, Cornwall and Scilly Urban Survey, Cornwall County Council
Lyne A, 1992. Around Truro in Old Photographs, Stroud, Alan Sutton
Palmer J, 1989. Truro in the Seventeenth Century: A Pattern of Place and People, Idless [Truro], the
author
Palmer J, 1990. Truro in the Eighteenth Century: Interlocking Circles, Idless [Truro], the author
Palmer J, n.d [1992]. Truro during the Napoleonic Wars
Palmer J, 1994. Edwardian Truro
Parnell C, 1997. Truro, Stroud, Chalford Publishing
Parnell C, 2001. Then and Now: Truro, Stroud, Tempus
Sheppard P, 1980. The Historic Towns of Cornwall: An Archaeological Survey, Truro, Cornwall
Committee for Rescue Archaeology
Truro Buildings Research Group, 1976. Princes Street and the Quay Area, Truro, Truro, Truro
Buildings Research Group and University of Exeter Extra Mural Department
Truro Buildings Research Group, 1985. River Street and its Neighbourhood, Truro, Truro
Buildings Research Group and University of Exeter Extra Mural Department
Truro Buildings Research Group, 1988. From Moresk Road to Malpas, Truro, Truro Buildings
Research Group
Truro Buildings Research Group, 1991. In and Around St Clement Churchtown, Truro, Truro
Buildings Research Group
Truro Buildings Research Group, n.d. Pydar Street and the High Cross Area, Truro, Truro, Truro
Buildings Research Group and University of Exeter Extra Mural Department
Truro Buildings Research Group, n.d. Lemon Street and its Neighbourhood, Truro, Truro
Buildings Research Group and University of Exeter Extra Mural Department
Truro Buildings Research Group, n.d. The Boscawen Street Area, Truro, Truro, Truro Buildings
Research Group and University of Exeter Extra Mural Department
Truro Buildings Research Group, n.d. [1996]. Kenwyn Churchtown and the Vicinity, Truro, Truro
Buildings Research Group
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Strategic, policy and programme documents
Carrick Integrated Area Plan (2001)
Carrick District Council, 1997. SPG City Hospital Development Brief
Carrick District Council, 1998. Local Plan, together with SPG on the Royal Cornwall Hospital
site, and on shopfronts, signs and blinds
Carrick District Council, 2001. A Housing Strategy for the Carrick District 2001-2003
Carrick District Council (Chief Executive’s Department), 2002. Community Strategy - Carrick
Employment Growth Centres
Carrick District Council, 2003a. Truro City Centre Strategy Review, Retail Assessment
Carrick District Council, 2003b. Housing Land Availability Survey
Chesterton plc, 2003. Truro Commercial Office Study
City of Truro Chamber of Commerce, 2003. Vision and Action Plan for the future of the City of
Truro
Cornwall County Council 2001. Joint Urban Housing Capacity Strategy
Cornwall County Council and Carrick District Council, 2002. Transport Strategy Summary
Report
Cornwall Enterprise, 2001. Truro Integrated Area Development Plan (consultation draft)
CB Hillier Parker, 2003. Truro City Centre Strategy Review: Retail Assessment
Countryside Commission, English Heritage, English Nature, 1996. Conservation Issues in Local
Plans
English Heritage, 1995. Conservation Area Practice
English Heritage, 1997. Conservation Area Appraisals
English Historic Towns Forum, 1998. Conservation Area Management
Landscape Design Associates, 2000. Landscape Strategy for Truro, Falmouth and Penryn:
Final Report
Objective 1 Partnership for Cornwall and Scilly. Single Programming Document
Urban Practitioners, 2003. Truro City Centre Urban Design Strategy: Final Report
Urban Practitioners, 2003. Truro Urban Design Event: Consultation Report
Historic maps
Ordnance Surveyors’ Drawings (c 1809)
Symons’ maps of Truro, 1842 and 1848
Ordnance Survey 1st edn 1:2500 (c 1880)
Ordnance Survey 2nd edn 1:2500 (c 1907)
Ordnance Survey 2nd edn 1:2500 (revision) (1930s)
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