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Summary of special 
character
Derivas berr a nas 
arbennek
Redruth has a special and distinctive character that derives from the 
following:

•  Its dramatic topography which creates views of the unfolding 
streetscape and cleverly placed landmarks.

• Its origins as a commercial centre, evident in the medieval burgage 
plot pattern in Fore Street and high quality 19th century commercial 
architecture.

•  Its growth as a mining centre, which led to building booms in the 
1820s and 1870s–1880s and associations with nationally-important 
inventors and engineers. Industrial chimneys are still prominent 
landmarks.

• The influence of local architect James Hicks.

• Redruth is largely characterised by 2–3 storey terraces, with the 
exception of the semi-detached houses in Clinton Road and Albany 
Road. 

• Buildings in the commercial centre and working class residential 
terraces generally directly abut the pavement edge. Middle class 
residential terraces are more likely to be set back with front gardens. 

• The palette of materials provides a coherence and uniformity to the 
conservation area and comprises of local killas, granite, slate and 
sometimes the use of brick in commercial buildings.

Redruth Conservation Area, 
boundary as existing in 2008
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Redruth is a town of distinctive and strong character borne from 
its varied and interesting history. It can trace its origins to the early 
medieval period, but much of its character derives from the prosperity 
which it experienced in the 18th and 19th centuries, when it was 
a major centre for the Cornish tin and copper-mining industry. 
Its rich heritage, expressed in the variety of its historic streets and 
architecture, makes it an attractive place to live, work and visit. The 
town experienced a decline in the 20th century, linked to the vagaries 
of the mining industry, but the town has a rich heritage that provides 
a sound basis for regeneration. 

The Redruth Town Centre Conservation Area was designated in 1983 
and since then has been extended twice (in 1988 and 1991). The aim 
of a conservation area is to preserve and enhance the features which 
contribute to an area’s special architectural and historic interest. 
Such features of course include historic buildings, but also other 
aspects of the townscape including paving, trees and planting, walls 
and boundaries and open spaces. The aim is to protect the historic 
environment as a whole, not just individual buildings. The designation 
of a conservation area brings into force planning controls to help 
manage the impact of change on the historic environment.

This Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan was 
commissioned by Kerrier District Council in May 2008. The Appraisal 
describes what is the special interest which has justified the 
designation of the Redruth Town Centre Conservation Area. It then 
looks at how that special interest can be preserved and enhanced, and 
at the threats it faces. 

The Management Plan which forms the second part of this document 
is essentially a plan of action, based on the findings in the Appraisal. 
It includes general recommendations for the use of planning controls 
across the area as a whole, as well as specific recommendations for 
particular streets and locations. There are also proposals for public 
realm improvements to enhance the area and people’s enjoyment of 
it.

During the preparation of this document a number of people have 
been generous with their help and advice, in particular, members of 
the Kerrier District Council Conservation Team. Much of the research 
for this project has drawn upon work previously undertaken by the 
Cornwall and Scilly Urban Survey in 2004 and Cornwall Industrial 
Settlements Initiative in 2002, which should be referred to for further 
detail on the history and character of Redruth.

This document has been produced in consultation with the local 
community and seeks to reinforce local pride in Redruth and a 
sense of local identity. A public exhibition about this study was held 
in Redruth in September 2008, with a meeting on 11 September 
attended by key stakeholders and representatives of local 
organisations. A careful record was kept of the points raised at that 
meeting, all of which have been taken into account in producing 
the final version of this document. A statement of community 
involvement is included in the appendix

1.0 Introduction
1.0 Kommendyans
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2.0 Planning and Regeneration Context
2.0 Kettesten dowlennans ha dastevyans

Plan (AAP) for Camborne Pool Illogan and Redruth. The Conservation 
Area Appraisal and Management Strategy will be of use informing the 
AAP. 

Chapter 4 of the Kerrier District Local Plan comprises a comprehensive 
set of policies covering the built environment, including discussion of 
archaeology, conservation areas, and listed buildings.

Policies B.EN9 and B.EN10 seek to protect listed buildings such that 
their special interest is not compromised by inappropriate work to 
the building or its setting. Policies B.EN11 and B.EN12 adopt a similar 
approach for conservation areas: development in such places will be 
permitted where: it respects the scale, height, massing, alignment 
and design character of the area; where it preserves existing heritage 
or architectural features; where it incorporates local building styles 
or materials; and where it preserves and enhances the character 
and appearance of the conservation area (other than in exceptional 
cases). The setting of the conservation area is also recognised as being 
important. 

The landscape around Redruth is noted as making an important 
contribution to views of and from the town. The Local Plan 
proposes that the landscape around Carn Marth and Carn Brea be 
designated an Open Area of Local Significance. Policy ENV5 states 
that development on within or on the edge of towns and villages 
will not be permitted where this would be significantly harmful to 
either an open area which makes an important contribution to the 
visual appearance or quality of the landscape setting of a particular 
settlement, or a locally-distinctive land form, or a clearly-definable 
settlement boundary. The Local Plan furthermore states in policy ENV6 
that development within Open Areas of Local Significance will not 
be allowed where the setting of a town or village forms a green open 
foreground or background setting essential to the local character 
of the town or village; where it is essential to public views; or where 
green space penetrates the built-up area.

National planning policies
The power to designate conservation areas originates in the 1967 
Civic Amenities Act; the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990 updated and consolidated previous legislation. 

A full statement of policies for the identification and protection of the 
historic built environment is set out in Planning Policy Guidance 15 
(PPG15, 1994). Conservation areas are defined as ‘areas of special or 
architectural interest, the character of which it is desirable to preserve 
or enhance’ (para 4.1).  PPG15 and PPG16 are due to be replaced by a 
single document PPS5 in the near future.

A direction under Article 4 of the Town and Country Planning (General 
Permitted Development) Order 1995 may be required to preserve the 
character or appearance of the conservation area, or part of it.

Local planning policy
Local planning policy is shaped by the Cornwall Structure Plan and 
Regional Spatial Strategy, elaborated by the Kerrier District Local 
Plan. The Revised Deposit Draft Local Plan was prepared in 2002 
with Pre-Inquiry changes in 2004. It was not formally adopted, but is 
currently used for reference in decision making. A new Cornwall Local 
Development Framework is being produced which will replace the 
Structure Plan and Local Plans. There is also an emerging Area Action 

Regeneration context
International, national and local agencies have recognised the 
importance of the regeneration of Redruth. It is identified as a 
strategically important settlement in the European Union Objective 1 
Single Programming Document and an ‘employment growth centre’. 
The Government identified Redruth as a significant part of a ‘Principal 
Regeneration Area’ in the Regional Planning Guidance for the South 
West (RPG10, 2001). This is due to be replaced by the Draft Regional 
Spatial Strategy which identifies Redruth (along with Camborne, 
Pool and Illogan) as a strategically significant urban area within 
Cornwall and as such indicates it as an area for growth. The South 
West Regional Development Agency (South West RDA) has identified 
Redruth as one of 5 strategic locations to support in the region. 

In response to the above context the Camborne Redruth Pool Urban 
Regeneration Company (URC) was set up in 2002. It works in co-
operation with the South West RDA, English Partnerships, Cornwall 
County Council and Kerrier District Council. An Urban Framework Plan 
was prepared in 2001 which recommends that Redruth should be 
promoted as a centre for cultural and creative industries. Elements of 
the Urban Framework Plan are informing the preparation of the Area 
Action Plan for the Camborne, Pool and Redruth area.

A great deal has already been done to promote the regeneration of 
the town, including:

• Redruth Town Scheme (funded by Kerrier District Council, English 
Heritage and Cornwall County Council), 1988

• Civic Trust Action Plan, 1992

• Conservation Area Partnership, 1996–9

• South West RDA (SWRDA) and English Partnerships investment 
of £1.05 million to deliver streetscape and lighting improvements 
(focusing on opes)

• Redruth Public Realm Scheme for public realm improvements 
funded by SWRDA and English Partnerships

• Heritage and Economic Regeneration Scheme (HERS) funded by 
English Heritage, Objective One, Neighbourhood Renewal Fund, 
Kerrier District Council, Cornwall County Council and Redruth Town 
Council invested c. £2 million to repair buildings at risk and bring 
them back into active use.Public realm improvements Fore Street
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There are tangible results of these schemes:

· West End Stores was converted to social housing, office and retail;

· Druid’s Hall was converted to St Rumon’s Gardens;

· former Post Office converted to Cornwall Centre local studies 
library;

· public realm improvements in Fore Street and New Cut car park;

· repair of key historic building including London Inn on Fore Street 
and No. 1 Alma Place. 

An additional consideration is the inscription of the Cornwall and 
West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage Site (WHS), of which 
Redruth is a part. The WHS Management Plan defines the ‘outstanding 
universal value’ of this landscape: 

 The Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape was transformed 
during the period 1700-1914 by the early industrial development that 
made a key contribution to the evolution of an industrialised economy 
and society in the United Kingdom, and throughout the world. Its 
outstanding survival, in a coherent series of highly distinctive cultural 
landscapes, is testimony to this achievement.

World Heritage Site

Conservation Area

KEY:

World Heritage Site

Conservation Area

Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape
World Heritage Site

This could potentially have regenerative benefits as inscription may 
entice more tourists to visit Redruth, particularly given its location 
on the mainline railway line with a direct connection to London 
Paddington. Heritage trails, often along disused mining railways, have 
been created and pass through Redruth.

Mining trails use disused railways





Part One 
Conservation Area Appraisal

Rann Onan
Breusyans
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The influence of geology on movement

KEY:

235 metres

200 metres

150 metres

100 metres

50 meters

0 metres

The influence of topography on movement patterns
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3.0 The Historic Development of Redruth
3.0 Tyller hag omblegyans Istorek

The topography has influenced movement patterns. Roads and 
railways are located in the valleys. There is a sharp change of the 
historic road and the railway in order to avoid the hill at Carn Brea. 
Redruth is located at the junction of valleys at the cross-roads of 
two important historic routes: the main west-east road leading from 
Land’s End to Truro and beyond, and the road connecting the south 
and north coast between Falmouth and Porthreath. Redruth was also 
located at a ford over the Tolgus; this ford and crossroads explain the 
decision to locate a settlement here. Redruth had been established by 
the early 14th century, and took its name from the Cornish ‘Rid - ruth’, 
meaning ‘red ford’, for the Tolgus ran red from tin streaming upriver.

Geology and topography still profoundly shape the character of 
Redruth. The dramatic topography creates impressive views of 
cleverly placed landmarks, and the steep incline of streets such as Fore 
Street creates an impressive townscape. The local geology is obvious 
in the building materials: the majority of buildings are constructed 
from local killas and granite with slate roof tiles and frequently with 
slate hanging; much of the pavement is granite.

The geology has also given rise to another key theme in the 
development of Redruth: mining. When the granite was formed, 
superheated minerals were forced into fractures in the sedimentary 
rock; these cooled and formed mineral lodes or veins. The dotted 
lines on the geology map show where these mineral veins are at the 
surface; there are many tin and copper lodes around Redruth and 
mining of these deposits is an important aspect of Redruth’s history. 
This theme is explored further later.

The Cornwall and Scilly Urban Survey and Cornwall Industrial 
Settlements Initiative provides a narrative history of Redruth, from 
which a number of interrelated themes emerge that explain why the 
town came into being, how and why it developed, and how this has 
shaped its character today. These are:

• its important geology and dramatic topography;

• its role as a local market town;

• the influence of mining;

• movement patterns and the relationship with Camborne and Pool.

Geology and topography
Geology is probably the most influential factor in the development 
of Redruth. The underlying rock of this area is largely granite or slate. 
Granite is an igneous rock formed by an intrusion of magma from 
the earth’s core. It is extremely hard and resistant to erosion and so 
therefore usually remains high ground. The hills of Carn Brea and 
Carn Marth to the south-west and south-east of Redruth are such 
granite intrusions. Beneath Redruth is slate; this is a metamorphic rock 
formed, in this case, when sandstone is altered by extreme heat and 
pressure, caused by the magma intrusion. Slate is a foliated rock so 
it is brittle and likely to shear into thin planes. This means it is more 
permeable and liable to erosion than granite. In the Redruth area the 
valleys tend occur where there is slate.

Market town
Redruth, like Truro and Helston, was originally a market town for the 
local area. Redruth was granted a market and fair charter as early 
as 1333. Remnants of the medieval townscape and of the narrow 
burbage plots in the lower part of Fore Street still survive. There 
is evidence that this part of Fore Street was originally much wider 
and accommodated a market; the alignment of the Oxford P.H. and 
King’s Arms Inn may indicate the medieval building line. Fairmeadow 
carpark is the site of a medieval cattle market and fairground and its 
close proximity to the enclosed market off Fore Street (rebuilt in 1878) 
suggests that there was an historic connection: perhaps livestock were 
sold at Fairmeadow and butchered meat in the other market? 

The commercial role of Redruth persisted through the 18th and 19th 
centuries and is evident in the numerous fine shop fronts that survive 
in Fore Street, West End, and Bond Street. Trounson’s department 
store constructed on the corner of Fore Street and Alma Street in 
1870. The Tower House & Arcade at the bottom of Fore Street was 
constructed in 1885, and West End Stores nearby in 1886. In recent 
years the success of Redruth as a shopping centre has declined; the 
fact that there are many vacant and charity shops is testament to 
this. This is potentially a conservation issue and is discussed further in 
section 5.

1841 tithe map Trounson department store, 1870
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KEY:

Conservation Area Boundary

Medieval Market Place - street was 
wider

Medieval narrow burgage plots

Fair Meadow: site of historic cattle 
market - and fair

Market (rebuilt 1878)

Historic Shopping Streets

Influence of Redruth’s origins as a market town
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Mining 

there, and many Cornish mines closed. But at the start of the 19th 
century mining in Cornwall had revived again and mines reopened 
as the Anglesey deposits ran low, copper prices increased, and 
technological innovations such as roller crushers and steam 
hoisting were developed. The Napoleonic Wars fuelled demand for 
copper, and Cornish families acquired Welsh smelting works. 

Originally the extracted material was transported by mule train but 
from the early 19th century horse-drawn railways were developed, 
for example in 1809 a railway was created between Portreath 
harbour and the copper mines around Redruth (the development 
of the railways is explored further in the section on movement 
below). From the mid 19th century German lift technology made 
it quicker and safer to get men to the bottom of the mines and up 
again. 

There was another crash in the 1840s, resulting from competition 
from other parts of the world including California, Malaysia, 
Australia, Tasmania, New Zealand. This reduced prices and led to 
the closure of mines. In this period many Cornish miners emigrated 
to these parts of the British Empire. However, this was followed by 
another revival. Tin was discovered beneath the copper deposits 
and by the 1860s tin mining was ascendant over copper again. 
There were further technological innovations: the compressed-air 
rock boring machine was developed in the 1860s and dynamite was 
invented in the 1870s; used together these technologies allowed 
tin and copper to be extracted quicker than ever. Mining peaked in 
the 1860s when there were 340 operational mines in Cornwall (40% 
tin, 20% copper, 25% both) employing 40,000 people. The majority 
of mines were fairly small; 40% of these mines employed 70 people 
or less, and 25% only 20 people or fewer.

By the First World War Cornish tin mining was near collapse. No 
new tin deposits were discovered. The 19th century machinery was 
in poor condition, and there were no cash reserves to finance a 
recovery. Only 20 mines lasted the War. A few mines survived in the 
20th century including South Crofty at Pool, but this closed in 1998.

History of mining in Cornwall
Tin has been mined in Cornwall since the Early Bronze Age 
(1500-800 BC). In the 4th century BC there was a tin trade with 
the Mediterranean. Until the end of the medieval period tin was 
extracted by streaming of alluvial deposits. After this mining of 
exposed lodes became common, and by the mid 15th century 
there was an open cast tin mine at Breage. By the end of the 15th 
century tin mining was widespread in Cornwall. Shaft and level 
mining developed later as lodes were pursued away from the cliff; 
originally leather buckets were used to remove water from the 
mine shaft and tallow candles were used for light. During the 17th 
century there were technological developments in mining, for 
example with a waterwheel powered water pump (1674) and the 
use of gunpowder from the 1680s to blast rock. 

Before the mid 16th century copper was frequently discarded 
from the tin mining process as ‘poder’ until miners recognised its 
value. Bristol merchants developed copper mining in Cornwall; 
they combined copper with zinc ore calamine from the Mendips 
to create brass. In 1710 the duty on importing coal to Cornwall 
by sea was lifted and this assisted the growth of the industry. 
The Poldice Deep Adit Act of 1741 was also very influential; it 
created a massive drainage adit, which by the end of the century 
was 28 miles long, drained 50 mines and an area of 12 square 
miles. As a result copper mining transformed Cornwall in the 
18th century. Settlements such as St Day, Camborne and Redruth 
grew substantially. Cornwall was at the vanguard of the English 
Industrial Revolution, and Redruth was a centre for technological 
innovation and engineering. The mining industry fostered 
ancillary trades and industries, including foundries, factories and 
shops.

However, the fortune of mining in Cornwall were erratic. In the 
1790s there was a crisis in copper mining as seams became 
deeper and more expensive to reach. Copper was discovered in 
Anglesey in Wales and the centre of copper extraction shifted 

Cornish miners

Tramway at South Crofty mine, 1940s (not in Conservation Area)


