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The special character of the St Day Conservation Area can be 
summarised as follows:

•	 St	Day	is	a	village	surrounded	by	fields	and	woodland	(protected	
as	an	Open	Area	of	Local	Significance);	footpaths	and	bridlepaths	
connect the village with the countryside.

•	 It	is	located	on	a	low	hill,	which	creates	impressive	views	outwards	of	
the rural landscape and of the clock tower and tower of the disused 
church from the surrounding countryside.

•	 The	origins	of	the	village	are	as	a	medieval	pilgrimage	and	market	
centre, and the medieval street pattern and narrow building plots 
are still evident.

•	 The	village	has	a	triangular	plan	form	with	large	enclosed	gardens	in	
the centre of the settlement.

•	 The	architecture	dates	mostly	from	1800–1850	associated	with	the	
boom in tin and copper mining. St Day was a centre for services 
and ancillary industries hence the survival of so many impressive 
shopfronts, historic workshops and ‘polite’ architecture. St Day is 
part of the Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape WHS.

•	 With	the	exception	of	the	Clock	Tower	and	church	all	buildings	in	St	
Day are 1–2 storeys consistent with its village status.

•	 Traditional	building	materials	include	local	granite,	killas	and	slate	
that provide a uniform palette from which the village is constructed.

•	 The	diverse	treatment	of	historic	paving	is	a	special	feature	of	the	
village.

Summary of special 
character
Derivas berr a nas 
arbennek

St Day Conservation Area
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St Day is a village of distinctive and strong character borne from 
its varied and interesting history. It can trace its origins to the early 
medieval period, when it was a centre for pilgrimage and trade, but 
much of its character derives from the prosperity which it experienced 
in the 18th and 19th centuries, when it was a major centre for Cornish 
tin and copper-mining industry. Its rich heritage, expressed in the 
variety of its historic architecture and public realm, makes it an 
attractive place to live or visit. The village experienced decline from 
the mid 19th century, linked to the vagaries of the mining industry, 
but this meant the village grew little in the 20th century and has 
a very coherent historic character that provides a sound basis for 
regeneration.

The St Day Conservation Area was designated in April 1983. The aim 
of a conservation area is to preserve and enhance the features that 
contribute to an area’s special architectural and historic interest. 
Such features of course include historic buildings, but also other 
aspects of the townscape including trees and planting, walls and 
boundaries, paving, and open spaces. The aim is to protect the historic 
environment as a whole, not just individual buildings. Conservation 
area designation brings into force planning controls to help manage 
the impact of change on the historic environment. It is not that 
change cannot take place, but that it is carefully managed so that 
changes are appropriate and balance the needs of the historic built 
environment with those of residents and businesses.

1.0 Introduction
1.0 Kommendyans

This Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Strategy was 
commissioned by Kerrier District Council in May 2008 and researched 
in September 2008. It is intended partly for the local authority to use 
as part of the planning process, but also for local residents and others 
with an interest in St Day. By setting out the history of the place, its 
present condition and its key characteristics, it seeks to reinforce local 
pride and identity, and to assist residents and others in preserving and 
enhancing the special quality of the Conservation Area. 

The	Appraisal	describes	the	special	interest	which	has	justified	the	
designation of the conservation area. It then looks at how that special 
interest can be preserved and enhanced, and also what threats it 
faces. The Management Strategy which forms the second part of this 
document	is	essentially	a	plan	of	action,	based	on	the	findings	in	the	
Appraisal. 

During the preparation of this document a number of people have 
been generous with their help and advice, particularly members of the 
Kerrier District Council Conservation Team. 

This document has been produced in conjunction with the local 
community. A public consultation meeting about this study is to be 
held in December 2008. A careful record will be kept of the points 
raised at that meeting, all of will be taken into account in producing 
the	final	version	of	this	document.
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National planning policies
The power to designate Conservation Areas originates in the 1967 
Civic	Amenities	Act;	the	Planning	(Listed	Buildings	and	Conservation	
Areas) Act 1990 updated and consolidated previous legislation. 

A	full	statement	of	policies	for	the	identification	and	protection	of	
the historic built environment is set out in Planning Policy Guidance 
15	(PPG15,	1994).	Conservation	areas	are	defined	as	‘areas	of	special	
or architectural interest, the character or appearance of which it is 
desirable to preserve or enhance’ (para 4.1). 

PPG15 and PPG16 are due to be replaced by a single document PPS5 
in the near future.

A direction under Article 4 of the Town and Country Planning (General 
Permitted Development) Order 1995 may be required to preserve the 
character or appearance of the conservation area, or part of it. When 
applied	to	certain	specified	properties,	it	removes	what	are	known	
as ‘permitted development rights’, that is, the automatic right of 
property owners to make certain minor changes to unlisted buildings 
(such as the installation of new windows or solar panels) without 
applying for planning permission. It is not that these changes cannot 
ever be made to properties covered by an Article 4 direction, but that 
planning permission will have to be sought and an appropriate design 
found before the works can proceed. 

Local planning policy
Local planning policy is shaped by the Cornwall Structure Plan, 
elaborated by the Kerrier District Local Plan. The Revised Deposit Draft 
Local Plan was prepared in 2002 with Pre-Inquiry changes in 2004. 
It was not formally adopted, but it is currently used for reference in 
decision making. A new Cornwall Local Development Framework is 
being developed which will replace the Structure Plan and Local Plans. 
The Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Strategy will be of 
use informing the Local Development Framework.

2.0 Planning context
2.0 Kettesten Dowlennans

Chapter Four of the Kerrier District Local Plan comprises a 
comprehensive set of policies covering the built environment, 
including discussion of archaeology, conservation areas, new building, 
and listed buildings.

St Day is designated in the Kerrier Local Plan as an historic village, and 
specifically	a	mining	and	industrial	heritage	village.	The	plan	discusses	
historic settlements in policy B.EN6, which relate especially to Helston 
but arguably has resonances for other historic settlements discussed 
in its preamble. This policy notes the need for new development to 
respect the form and layout of the historic street, block and building 
patterns, and seeks to protect possible archaeological remains by 
imposing conditions where such remains are thought to exist.

Policies B.EN9 and B.EN10 seek to protect listed buildings such that 
their special interest is not compromised by inappropriate work to 
the building or its setting. Policies B.EN11 and B.EN12 adopt a similar 
approach for Conservation Areas: development in such places will 
be permitted where: it respects the scale, height, massing, alignment 
and	design	character	of	the	area;	where	it	preserves	existing	heritage	
or	architectural	features;	where	it	incorporates	local	building	styles	
or	materials;	and	where	it	preserves	and	enhances	the	character	
and appearance of the Conservation Area (other than in exceptional 
cases). The setting of the Conservation Area is also recognised as 
being important. 

The Local Plan proposal map allocates housing development 
in Buckingham Terrace of 6 higher density dwellings (proposal 
number R679). In addition Policy H3 also allows a small amount of 
infill	development	(i.e.,	one	or	two	houses)	where	this	would	not	
compromise	the	defined	settlement	boundary.	The	Local	Plan	also	

identifies	a	need	of	15	affordable	houses	per	annum	in	Carharrack,	
Portreath, Lanner and St Day. Where there are to be developments, 
the Kerrier Plan makes reference to the Cornwall Structure Plan as the 
means by which proposals are to be assessed.

The area around St Day is designated an Open Area of Local 
Significance	by	the	Plan.	Policy	ENV5	states	that	development	on	
within or on the edge of towns and villages will not be permitted 
where	this	would	be	significantly	harmful	to	either	an	open	area	
which makes an important contribution to the visual appearance or 
quality of the landscape setting of a particular settlement, or a locally-
distinctive	land	form,	or	a	clearly-definable	settlement	boundary.	The	
Local Plan furthermore states in policy ENV6 that development within 
Open	Areas	of	Local	Significance	will	not	be	allowed	where	the	setting	
of a town or village forms a green open foreground or background 
setting	essential	to	the	local	character	of	the	town	or	village;	where	it	
is	essential	to	public	views;	or	where	green	space	penetrates	the	built-
up area.
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World Heritage Site
An additional consideration is the inscription of the Cornwall and 
West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage Site (WHS), of which 
St	Day	is	a	part.	The	WHS	Management	Plan	defines	the	‘outstanding	
universal value’ of this landscape: 

The Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape was 
transformed during the period 1700–1914 by the early industrial 
development that made a key contribution to the evolution of 
an industrialised economy and society in the United Kingdom, 
and throughout the world. Its outstanding survival, in a coherent 
series of highly distinctive cultural landscapes, is testimony to 
this achievement.

This	could	potentially	have	regenerative	benefits	as	inscription	may	
entice tourists to visit St Day. Heritage trails, often along disused 
mining railways, have been created and pass close to St Day. The 
disused Church of The Holy Trinity has been suggested as an 
interpretation centre for the Gwennap St Day area of the World 
Heritage Site.

World Heritage Site

Conservation Area

World Heritage Site 

World Heritage Site mining trails pass near to St Day

Key:

World Heritage Site

Conservation Area

PLAIN AN GWARY ST DAY

BREAGE
HELSTON

PORTHLEVEN





Part One – Appraisal
Rann Onan – Breusyans
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St Day

Geology Topography

Settlement form
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The Cornwall Industrial Settlements Initiative (CISI) provides a 
very useful narrative history of St Day. Combined with analysis of 
geological, topographic and historic maps, a number of interrelated 
themes emerge that explain why the village came into being, how 
and why it developed, and how this has shaped its character today. 
These are:

•	 geology,	topography	and	movement;

•	 St	Day’s	medieval	origins	as	a	centre	for	pilgrimage	and	markets;

•	 the	influence	of	mining;

•	 20th	century	development.

Geology, topography and movement
Geology is probably the most influential factor in the development of 
St	Day.	It	has	not	only	shaped	the	topography;	St	Day	is	located	on	a	
hill which gives rise to impressive views of and from the village. It has 
also encouraged mineral mining, another key theme in the historic 
development of the village. 

The underlying rock of this area is largely granite. Granite is an 
igneous rock formed by an intrusion of magma from the earth’s 
core. It is extremely hard and resistant to erosion and so therefore 
usually remains high ground. The hill of Carn Marth to the south-
west of St Day is such a granite intrusion. Although the centre of St 
Day lies on Devonian sedimentary rock (Porthtowan Formation in 
the Gramscatho Group), granite lies just east of the Conservation 
Area, and hence St Day is located on high ground. In fact it is on a 
hill created by tributaries of the Carnon River that drain the granite 
upland of Carn Marth. 

The topography has influenced movement patterns. Roads and 
railways are located in the easier routes in valleys. The Carn Marth 
granite intrusion forms a large area of high ground and the roads and 
railways have been laid out to avoid this. The historic road and the 
railway leading from Redruth to Truro curve round to the west and 
north of this hill. Similarly, the road between Porthtowan, Falmouth 
and Helston curves around the east and south of this hill. 

3.0 Historic development
3.0 Tyller hag omblegyans istorek

St Day is located off (to the west) of an historic north-south route 
between Porthtowan and Falmouth. It is also located on an historic 
east-west route between Redruth and Poldice, the location of a 
substantial historic mine. St Day was located on an ancient east-
west pilgrimage route to St Michael’s Mount and was a medieval 
pilgrimage site. To the east of Poldice the dramatic topography 
created by the valleys of the Carnon River and its tributaries form a 
barrier to movement. 

The settlement plan form is triangular and has been shaped by the 
intersection of a number of roads as described on the diagram. Breage 
has a similar triangular plan form but there the central area remains 
public	open	land;	although	the	inner	part	of	the	triangle	at	St	Day	
includes the market square it is largely private gardens.

Geology and topography still profoundly shape the character of St 
Day. The village is located on a hilltop and so there are impressive 
views both of the rural landscape and of the church and clock tower 
from the surrounding area. The local geology is obvious in the 
building materials: many buildings are constructed from granite with 
slate roof tiles and frequently with slate hanging.

The geology has also given rise to another key theme in the historical 
development of St Day: mining. When the granite was formed, 
superheated minerals were forced into fractures in the adjacent 
sedimentary	rock;	these	cooled	and	formed	mineral	lodes	or	veins.	
The dotted lines on the geology map show where these mineral veins 
are	at	the	surface;	there	is	a	very	high	density	of	these	around	St	Day,	
particularly tin and copper lodes, and also arsenic, lead and tungsten. 
Mining of these deposits is a very important aspect of St Day’s history 
and is explored further on pages 11–12
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Medieval origins as a pilgrimage  
and market centre
St Day is located on an ancient east-west route of which Telegraph 
Hill, Telegraph Street, West End and Vogue Hill are a part. This was the 
pilgrimage route to the priory on St Michael’s Mount. Pilgrims stopped 
at the (former) Holy Trinity Church en route, and by the 15th century 
St Day was Cornwall’s second most important pilgrimage destination. 
Norden wrote in 1584:

There was sometime a chappell, now decayd called Trinitye to 
which	men	and	women	came	in	time	paste	from	far	in	pilgrimage;	
the resorte was so greate, as it made the people of the countrye, 
to	bringe	all	kinde	of	provision	to	that	place;	and	so	it	continued	
with	increase	that	it	gre	to	a	kind	of	market;	and	by	that	means	
contynueth a kinde of market to this daye, without further charter. 

The CISI study marks the location of this ancient church adjacent 
to Trevean Cottage on the west side of the small square in front 
of Buckingham Terrace, and the burial ground to the north of 
Buckingham Terrace. The old church and burial ground had been built 
over by the 1790s.

Redruth is only 2 miles to the west and was granted a market and 
fair charter in 1333, so although St Day is likely to have served as a 
market place for local villages and hamlets, this was not the main 
catalyst for its growth as a market centre. Norden’s account describes 
how the pilgrims encouraged the development of St Day as a market 
centre. The narrow building plots, particularly on Scorrier Street, 
may originate from medieval burgage plots. A medieval market-
cross stood at the junction of Fore Street and Telegraph Street. The 
success of mining from the 16th century until the late 19th century 
was another key factor in the development of St Day as a market 
centre. A new market house was constructed on the east side of the 
existing	market	place	in	1798;	unfortunately	this	was	demolished	and	
converted into a garden in 1910. The cobbled square, with boundary 
walls of 1935, nonetheless retains a vestige of its original use.

Landmark Historical Map
Published Date(s): 1880
Originally plotted at: 1:2,500

 Ordnance Survey map 1880
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The influence of mining 

there, and many Cornish mines closed. But at the start of the 19th 
century mining in Cornwall had revived again and mines reopened 
as the Anglesey deposits ran low, copper prices increased, and 
technological innovations such as roller crushers and steam 
hoisting were developed. The Napoleonic Wars fuelled demand for 
copper, and Cornish families acquired Welsh smelting works. 

Originally the extracted material was transported by mule train but 
from the early 19th century horse-drawn railways were developed, 
for example in 1809 a railway was created between Portreath 
harbour and the copper mines around Redruth (the development 
of the railways is explored further in the section on movement 
below). From the mid 19th century German lift technology made 
it quicker and safer to get men to the bottom of the mines and up 
again. 

There was another crash in the 1840s, resulting from competition 
from other parts of the world including California, Malaysia, 
Australia, Tasmania, New Zealand. This reduced prices and led to 
the closure of mines. In this period many Cornish miners emigrated 
to these parts of the British Empire. However, this was followed by 
another revival. Tin was discovered beneath the copper deposits 
and by the 1860s tin mining was ascendant over copper again. 
There were further technological innovations: the compressed-air 
rock boring machine was developed in the 1860s and dynamite was 
invented	in	the	1870s;	used	together	these	technologies	allowed	
tin and copper to be extracted quicker than ever. Mining peaked in 
the 1860s when there were 340 operational mines in Cornwall (40% 
tin, 20% copper, 25% both) employing 40,000 people. The majority 
of	mines	were	fairly	small;	40%	of	these	mines	employed	70	people	
or less, and 25% only 20 people or fewer.

By the First World War Cornish tin mining was near collapse. No 
new tin deposits were discovered. The 19th century machinery was 
in	poor	condition,	and	there	were	no	cash	reserves	to	finance	a	
recovery. Only 20 mines lasted the War. A few mines survived in the 
20th century including South Crofty at Pool, but this closed in 1998.

History of mining in Cornwall
Tin has been mined in Cornwall since the Early Bronze Age 
(1500–800 BC). In the 4th century BC there was a tin trade with 
the Mediterranean. Until the end of the medieval period tin was 
extracted by streaming of alluvial deposits. After this mining of 
exposed lodes became common, and by the mid 15th century 
there was an open cast tin mine at Breage. By the end of the 15th 
century tin mining was widespread in Cornwall. Shaft and level 
mining	developed	later	as	lodes	were	pursued	away	from	the	cliff;	
originally leather buckets were used to remove water from the 
mine shaft and tallow candles were used for light. During the 17th 
century there were technological developments in mining, for 
example with a waterwheel powered water pump (1674) and the 
use of gunpowder from the 1680s to blast rock.  

Before the mid 16th century copper was frequently discarded 
from the tin mining process as ‘poder’ until miners recognised its 
value.	Bristol	merchants	developed	copper	mining	in	Cornwall;	
they combined copper with zinc ore calamine from the Mendips 
to create brass. In 1710 the duty on importing coal to Cornwall 
by sea was lifted and this assisted the growth of the industry. 
The	Poldice	Deep	Adit	Act	of	1741	was	also	very	influential;	it	
created a massive drainage adit, which by the end of the century 
was 28 miles long, drained 50 mines and an area of 12 square 
miles. As a result copper mining transformed Cornwall in the 
18th century. Settlements such as St Day, Camborne and Redruth 
grew substantially. Cornwall was at the vanguard of the English 
Industrial Revolution, and Redruth was a centre for technological 
innovation and engineering. The mining industry fostered 
ancillary trades and industries, including foundries, factories and 
shops.

However, the fortune of mining in Cornwall were erratic. In the 
1790s there was a crisis in copper mining as seams became 
deeper and more expensive to reach. Copper was discovered in 
Anglesey in Wales and the centre of copper extraction shifted 

Cornish miners

Tramway at South Crofty mine, 1940s
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The influence of mining on St Day
The section on geology described how surface mineral deposits are 
a feature of the area around St Day. Surface lodes allow open cast 
mining, and so there has been tin mining around St Day since the 
16th century. The massive mine at Poldice is nearby, only 0.5 mile 
to the east, and was as early as the start of the 17th century was 
employing 1,000 people. In 1748 the Great Adit was constructed, a 
massive underground drainage adit, that initially ran from Poldice to 
Twelveheads and by 1880 was 40 miles long and drained 60 mines. By 
the 1850s the Gwennap area was producing two-thirds of the world’s 
copper and was known as ‘the richest square mile in the world’. 

Numerous listed mining structures and buildings survive around St 
Day (but outside the Conservation Area) including at Wheal Busy, the 
Carnon Stream Mine and Wheal Clifford. A chimney in the disused 

mine at Trefula (St Aubyn) forms a striking landmark, silhouetted 
on the horizon, in the view from Chapel Street. Gwennap Pit (grade 
II* listed) just over a mile to the south-west of St Day is of particular 
interest;	it	was	originally	a	depression	caused	by	mining	subsidence	
and was subsequently used as an open air preaching pit, it was used 
by John Wesley 18 times and by the 1780s he was preaching to 
crowds of 20,000 or more, the pit was remodelled in 1806 to form a 
stepped amphitheatre. There were also mines near the village centre: 
Wheal Gorland at the north end of Chapel Street, Wheal Quick south 
of Carew Road and Wheal Jewel on Church Hill.

The mining industry had a profound effect on the townscape of St 
Day;	it	became	a	centre	for	shops	and	ancillary	industries	to	serve	the	
surrounding mining district. The majority of the fabric of the village 
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today	was	constructed	in	the	first	half	of	the	19th	century.	Collan	
Harvey made a fortune from the notorious truck system, whereby 
miners were paid in tokens that could be redeemed in their shops. 
Harvey was instrumental in the development of the village. Between 
1803 and 1827 Harvey developed much of Fore Street and Church 
Street with stables, yards, warehouses and shops, including Carew 
House (grade II listed), where he lived and Pebbles (grade II listed), the 
count house and the shop where miners could spend their tokens. 
Harvey was also involved in the construction of the clock tower (grade 
II listed) and organisation of the public water supply. 

Between 1826 and 1828 a number of public buildings were 
constructed including the Church of The Holy Trinity (designed by C. 
Hutchins), the vicarage and three Non-Conformist chapels. Chapel 
Street was laid out between 1827 and 1828. By 1841 Scorrier Street 
and Church Street had been built up, and Mills’ Street was being 
laid out with miners’ housing (these terraces were later converted to 
almshouses). The influence of mining is also evident in the original use 
of some of the buildings, for example the listed workshop to the rear 
of No. 6 Church Street was originally owned by W.H. Wilton to make 
mathematical instruments for mining surveying. 

The Cornish copper industry was in decline from 1850, and as a result 
little was built in St Day since 1851 (at least until the late 20th century). 
No tin was discovered beneath the copper lodes around St Day, 
and by 1872 the mining industry in Gwennap had totally collapsed. 
However, the village was remained prosperous throughout the 19th 
century, buoyed up by miner emigrants sending money back to their 
families in St Day and the surrounding area. Yet architecture from the 
late 19th century and early 20th century is rare in St Day, although 
some buildings of this date do exist. A school was constructed to the 
south of the Conservation Area in 1875. There are also some buildings 
by the locally notable Redruth architect James Hicks (see inset).

World Heritage Site Area 6: Gwennap Mining District with Devoran, Perran and Kennall Vale
Tokens from Balls Hill Colliery, West Bromwich, 1819. Collan Harvey paid 
miners in similar to tokens that could be spent in his shop, now Pebbles.
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Key:

1809–1841

1841–1880

1880–1907

Historic development Holy Trinity Church (now derelict)

Mills’ Street

Chapel Street

Former Methodist Chapel, Scorrier Street
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20th century development
Mill’s Street was converted to almshouses in 1933 (as recorded by 
the plaque on the street, though the CISI study gives a date on 1910) 
and still provides shelter for the elderly. The former Church of The 
Holy	Trinity	was	gutted	by	fire	and	closed	in	1956;	it	is	now	a	derelict	
roofless shell. As a result the Sunday School opposite was converted 
into a church by T Henwood Hicks (possibly a descendant of James 
Hicks) and is still used for worship today. The drawing below is the 
original 1956 plan.

Modern	utilities	came	to	St	Day	late;	piped	water	arrived	in	the	1948	
and mains sewerage in the 1960s. The drainage system is mentioned 
in the Local Plan as having low capacity and as limiting further 
expansion.	There	has	also	been	some	postwar	housing	development;	
some	of	this	is	infill	such	as	Bosawna	Close	off	Church	Street,	and	
some has extended the boundary of the village on Carew Road and 
in the development of Wheal Gorland. This postwar housing is mostly 
outside the Conservation Area.

James Hicks (1846–1896) FRIBA MSA
James Hicks was born in Redruth and was son of Redruth 
parish surveyor. His family leased and operated the Carn Marth 

granite quarries. He was educated at 
Trevarth School, Gwennarp, and served 
articles with Torbay architect John 
Watson. He later became Redruth parish 
surveyor like his father before him. In 
addition to numerous public buildings 
in Redruth, Hicks is thought to have 
a designed a number of prominent 
buildings in St Day, including, possibly:

•	 Trinity	House,	West	End

•	 Methodist	Chapel,	Scorrier	Street

•	 Methodist	Chapel,	Telegraph	Street

•	 Former	Sunday	School,	now	operational	Holy	Trinity	Church,	
Church Street

•	 Nos.	18–20,	Scorrier	Street

Landmark Historical Map
Published Date(s): 1971-1972
Originally plotted at: 1:2,500

 Ordnance Survey map 1971Plans for conversion of Sunday Schools into Holy Trinity Church, 1956
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This section describes the character and appearance of the St Day 
Conservation Area. This special character can be summarised as 
follows:

•	 St	Day	is	a	village	surrounded	by	fields	and	woodland	(protected	
as	an	Open	Area	of	Local	Significance);	footpaths	and	bridlepaths	
connect the village with the countryside.

•	 It	is	located	on	a	low	hill,	which	creates	impressive	views	outwards	of	
the rural landscape and of the clock tower and tower of the disused 
church from the surrounding countryside.

•	 The	origins	of	the	village	are	as	a	medieval	pilgrimage	and	market	
centre, and the medieval street pattern and narrow building plots is 
still evident.

•	 The	village	has	a	triangular	plan	form	with	large	enclosed	gardens	in	
the centre of the settlement.

•	 The	architecture	dates	mostly	from	1800–1850	associated	with	the	
boom in tin and copper mining. St Day was a centre for services 
and ancillary industries hence the survival of so many impressive 
shopfronts, historic workshops and ‘polite’ architecture. St Day is 
part of the Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape WHS.

•	 Traditional	building	materials	include	local	granite,	killas	and	slate	
that provide a uniform palette from which the village is constructed.

4.0 Characterisation
4.0 Deskrifans

Settlement form and movement

As explained in the section on geology, topography and movement, 
St Day is located just off an historic north-south route between 
Porthtowan and Falmouth (B298), and on an historic east-west route 
between Redruth and Poldice. St Day is at the intersection of north-
south and east-west routes and has resulted in a triangle plan form. 
The inner part of the triangle at St Day includes the market square but 
is largely private gardens. The medieval origins of St Day are evident in 
the narrow plot pattern, particularly along Scorrier Street.

The main streets of St Day all convey vehicular traffic, and parking can 
be a problem. Bus routes connect St Day with Redruth, Porthreath, 
Pool and Camborne to the west and Chacewater and Truro to the 
east. Pedestrian footpaths connect the village with the surrounding 
countryside.

Key:

Vehicle movement

Pedestrian movement

Vehicle and pedestrian movement 
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Architectural character: building age,  
uses and detailing
Despite its medieval origins, the majority of buildings in St Day 
date from the 18th and early 19th century. These buildings were 
constructed during the tin and copper mining booms that brought 
prosperity to Gwennap and St Day. St Day provided services and 
ancillary industries to the surrounding mining area. For this reason an 
impressive number of historic shopfronts survive in St Day, particularly 
in	Fore	Street	and	Church	Street;	the	CSIS	study	recorded	24,	5	of	
which are listed. The listed count house and shop on Fore Street 
(Pebbles) is of special interest because this is where miners could 
spend the tokens earned in the mines. The listed carpenter’s shop 
on Telegraph Street and listed Wilton’s (mathematical instruments) 
workshop on Church Street are evidence of the ancillary industries 
that once characterised St Day. There are also a number of public 
buildings dating from this boom period including the Church of Holy 
Trinity (now derelict), the clock tower and three Non-Conformist 
chapels. 

There are three main types of 18th and early 19th century residential 
buildings in St Day:

•	 Vernacular	miners’	terraced	houses.	These	are	usually	older	and	
constructed from granite, local killas and slate, and are two storeys. 
Mills’ Street is a listed exemplar of this building type.

•	 Along	Fore	Street	and	Church	Street	many	of	the	shops	were	
combined with dwellings above. These buildings tend to be 
rendered.

•	 There	are	‘polite’	houses,	also	rendered	and	slightly	larger	than	the	
miners terraces, and concentrated on the main shopping streets.

The rendering of buildings is unusual in a Cornish village of this size 
and	is	testament	to	its	more	refined	status	in	the	early	19th	century.

Despite the decline in mining from 1850 some buildings were 
constructed in the late 19th century, including the Methodist Chapel 
on Scorrier Street (now a garage), the Methodist Chapel on Telegraph 
Street (still in use), the former Sunday School on Church Street (now 
the CoE church) and the detached Trinity House on West End. These 
buildings are generally constructed from killas and granite with slate 
roofs.

The Conservation Area generally excludes postwar buildings, but late 
20th century housing affects the setting of the Conservation Area.

The majority of the buildings in the Conservation Area are two storeys. 
The buildings generally directly abut the pavement with straight 
continuous building lines. Architectural detailing depends on the 
age of the building. Those dating from the early 19th century tend 
to have classical proportions and detailing, although the Gothic Holy 
Trinity Church is an exception. Later 19th century buildings like the 
Methodist Chapel on Scorrier Street are more likely to have Neo-
Gothic detailing. 

Historic shopfront, Fore Street Historic shopfront, Fore Street Workshop, Telegraph Street
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Building materials
The most prevalent building materials are unsurprisingly, given the 
underlying geology, granite, killas and slate. 

Granite
Granite from quarries at Carn Marth was used extensively for quoins, 
jambs and detailing, and even for walling material on grander early 
to mid 19th century buildings. Granite has given the village a distinct 
character: it is hardwearing and so many buildings look much as they 
must have done when new. The Methodist Chapel on Scorrier Street 
and Lodge of Cedars are both constructed from granite and as a result 
are still crisp.

Killas
Local quarries also provided killas, which was often used as the walling 
material. Killas varies more in colour, type and texture, to form an 
attractive contrast to the granite. 

Slate
Slate	is	locally	available	and	is	widely	used	as	the	roofing	material.	
Slate	hanging	is	also	common	to	provide	additional	weatherproofing	
of walls, for example on Nos. 1, 3 and 29 Telegraph Street.

Brick
There was a brickworks in the south-west of the village. Brick has often 
been used to construct chimneys, and occasionally for window lintels. 
Given the proximity of the brickworks it is surprising it is not a more 
common material.

Timber 
There is a tradition of timber framing in St Day, particularly in the 
early to mid 19th century buildings. High quality joinery is evident 
on shopfronts (e.g. No. 1 Scorrier Street), weatherboarding (e.g. the 
joinery workshop in Telegraph Street), in bay windows (e.g. No. 26 
Scorrier Street), door frames (e.g. No. 1 West End, No.3 Telegraph 
Street), and on the lantern of the Clock Tower.

Render
Many of the early 19th century building, particularly those constructed 
by Collan Harvey, are rendered, even on stone masonry, including 
Carew House, No. 24 Telegraph Street, St Day Inn and St Day 
Community Centre.

Glass
There is some use of decorative glass in St Day including a stained 
glass storm porch on Cedric House, Vogue Terrace, and in the 
shopfront	of	the	Old	Post	Office	on	Fore	Street.	Some	fine	stained	
glass windows survive in the derelict Church of The Holy Trinity.

Slate hanging, Telegraph StreetMills’ StreetDecorative glass, Vogue Terrace
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Listed buildings
The quality of many of the historic buildings in St Day has been 
recognised statutorily, and a good number are listed. Listing is not 
a	preservation	order	but	an	identification	stage	where	buildings	are	
marked as having special architectural or historic interest. Where 
changes are to be made, listed building consent must be sought, in 
addition to planning permission.

The	definitions	of	the	various	listing	‘grades’	used	are	as	follows:

Grade I:  buildings of outstanding architectural or historic interest. 

Grade II*: 	 particularly	significant	buildings	of	more	than	local	i	 	
 nterest. 

Grade II:  buildings of special architectural or historic interest. 
 The vast majority of buildings are listed at this grade.

Local authority records show that there are 19 separately listed 
buildings or structures in the St Day Conservation Area, all of which 
are grade II listed and including all of Mill’s Street (which is covered by 
only 2 list descriptions). Listed buildings are shown on the map, and 
are named on the following page.

Key:

Buildings of local interest 
(potentially locally listed)

Listed buildings

Listed buildings and buildings of local interest
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Key:

Buildings of local interest 
(potentially locally listed)

Listed buildings

Church Street
No. 1

No. 3 and Pot Pourri

No. 17

Cornish Cross, approx 25m west of Church of Holy Trinity

Former Church of Holy Trinity (listed as ‘All Saints’)

The Lodge to Cedars

The Vicarage

Wilton’s workshop at east end of garden to rear of No. 6

Fore Street
No. 6 (with No 1. Telegraph Street)

Berlewen and former shop to right

Carew House

Clock Tower and boundary wall

Pebbles

Mills Street
Nos. 1–25 (odd) and attached boundary walls, gates and outhouses

Nos. 2–26 (even) and 27–28 and attached rear garden wall and 
outhouses

Telegraph Street
No. 24, Stanley Villa

Carpenter’s shop, opposite Lynmouth Cottage

Lynmouth Cottage

House attached to left of Lynmouth Cottage

No. 24, Telegraph Street Carpenter’s shop, Telegraph Street Cedars Lodge, Church Street

Clock Tower, Fore Street Pebbles, Fore Street Mills’ Street Former Holy Trinity Church, Church Street

Scheduled Ancient Monuments
According to CISI, there are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments in St 
Day,	but,	as	elsewhere,	it	is	possible	that	archaeological	finds	might	
reveal something of St Day’s history.
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Buildings of local interest
Although the majority of the unlisted historic buildings in the St Day 
Conservation Area have value and make a positive contribution to 
the	conservation	area,	the	following	buildings	have	been	identified	as	
making a particularly important contribution and (as the Management 
Plan discusses further) would therefore be candidates for addition to a 
local list. 

These examples have been chosen either as important local public 
buildings,	or	as	being	especially	fine/intact	examples	that	would	merit	
careful handling.

Church Street
Church (former Sunday School)

Fore Street
Old Post Office

Community Centre

Manor House

Scorrier Street
Former Methodist Chapel

Vogue Terrace
Cedric House

West End
No. 1

No. 3

Trinity House

Former Methodist chapel, Scorrier Street

No.s 1 and 3, West EndCedric House, Vogue TerraceOld Post Office, Fore StreetHoly Trinity Church, Church Street

Community CentreTrinity HouseManor House
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Public realm
‘Public	realm’	refers	to	streets	and	other	public	spaces;	these	make	
an important contribution to the St Day Conservation Area. St Day 
is characterised by high quality historic paving and this tradition has 
been continued with recent public realm works.

There are two public squares in St Day: the market square off Fore 
Street and a partially walled public seating area opposite Buckingham 
Terrace;	the	latter	was	created	or	upgraded	in	2000,	and	the	high	
quality paving in and leading to the market square appears to be 
recent.

Although in many places the pavement is tarmac with kerbs of 
concrete or granite, the historic paving of St Day is of special interest, 
as illustrated on the following drawing. In many places granite 
paving	stones	have	been	laid	in	front	of	doorways;	this	is	an	unusual	
characteristic of the village. The paving outside Manor House and the 
Community Centre is a mixture of cobbles, granite paving and granite 
kerbs. There are cobbles laid outside St Day Inn, modern granite sets 
in the alleyway leading from Telegraph Street to the market square 
and in front of Cedar Lodge, and even clay paviours in West End. There 
is a raised pavement outside Vogue Terrace with a wall of granite 
and killas but tarmac pavement and 20th century railings. Not all 
the	paving	is	exemplary;	where	the	road	has	been	narrowed	at	the	

junction of Scorrier Street and Telegraph Street it has been laid with 
tarmac with a concrete drainage channel inlaid, and this detracts from 
the character and appearance of the Conservation Area.

Walls are another important aspect of the public realm in St Day. 
There are large enclosing walls around the old ornamental gardens 
of grand historic houses such as Carew House and the Cedars. Many 
smaller houses also have granite or killas front walls, such as those on 
Vogue	Hill	and	Telegraph	Street.	More	recent	walls	define	the	public	
space in front of Buckingham Terrace. 

Surprisingly little historic street furniture survives (or existed). Street 
lighting in the main comprises lamp units attached to telegraph poles, 
which is appropriate, though the tangle of wires between posts does 
detract. There is a free-standing modern street lamp of a sympathetic 
design in the centre of the market square. Street signage typically 
comprises modern plastic units, such as those at the top of Telegraph 
Hill, although there are attractive commemorative plaques on both 
sides of Mill’s Street. There are some unfortunate plastic orange bins, 
for example on the raised pavement by Vogue Terrace, Scorrier Street 
and Telegraph Hill. There are also some modern but sympathetic 
bollards by the Telegraph Street alleyway and in the market square. 

Free-standing lamp, Market Square Lamp attached to telegraph pole, 
Vogue Hill

Litter bin, Scorrier Street Street signage, Telegraph Hill

Front walls, Telegraph Street
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Paving

1

2

4 5 5

8

10 11

1. Raised pavement outside Vogue Terrace

2. Granite paving, cobbles and clay paviours,   
 West End

3. Rough-dressed granite kerbstones outside   
	 Trinity	House,	West	End;	possibly	reused	from		
 ancient chapel on site 

4. Cobbles and granite paving outside Manor   
 House and Community Centre

5. Public space with walled seating area opposite  
 Buckingham Terrace

6. Modern granite sets in alleyway between   
 Telegraph Street and market square

7. Cobbles outside St Day Inn

8. Upgraded paving in Market Square

9. Boundary Stone, Telegraph Street

10. Unattractive paving where road narrowed 
 at junction of Scorrier Street and Telegraph Street 

11. Granite paving stones laid in front of doors in  
 Fore Street, Scorrier Street and Church Street

12. Modern granite sets outside Cedar Lodge

Raised pavement outside 
Vogue Terrace

Granite paving, cobbles and 
clay paviours, West End

Cobbles and granite paving outside 
Manor House and Community Centre

Public space with walled seating 
area opposite Buckingham Terrace

Public space with walled seating 
area opposite Buckingham Terrace

7

Cobbles outside St Day Inn Upgraded paving in Market Square

Unattractive paving where 
road narrows at junction 
of Scorrier Street and 
Telegraph Street 

Granite paving stones laid 
in front of doors in Fore 
Street, Scorrier Street and 
Church Street

12

Modern granite sets 
outside Cedar Lodge

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

12

11

10

9

Public realm
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Open space and gardens
Although St Day is characterised by its rural landscape setting 
(protected	as	an	Open	Area	of	Local	Significance),	there	is	almost	no	
green space within the village. The cemetery of the derelict Church 
is the only public green space, providing impressive views of the 
surrounding countryside and contains some interesting granite 
headstones. It is possible that the triangle of land formed by Fore 
Street, Telegraph Street and Scorrier Street was originally open land, 
as	at	Breage,	and	that	the	market	square	is	a	remnant	of	this;	however	
by 1880, if not long before, this area was built up. However, St Day 
has	a	strong	tradition	of	impressive	private	gardens;	the	1880	OS	
map shows that both Carew House and the Cedars had extensive 
ornamental gardens. Private greenspace is still a feature of St Day 
today;	most	houses	have	large	rear	gardens,	which	play	an	important	
role in establishing their setting and in promoting biodiversity.

Significant	tree	cover	is	located	to	the	south	of	Fore	Street	and	east	
of Church Street. There were formerly allotments at the edge of the 
village, and there is a renewed demand for this facility.

Views and landmarks
St Day is located at the top of a hill, and so the surrounding rural 
landscape is the focus of many views from roads leading into the 
settlement (views 1, 2, 3, 6 and 7). The disused mine at Trefula is 
silhouetted against the skyline in a view from Chapel Street (view 2) 
and is testament to the mining origins of St Day and the Gwennap 
region. The Clock Tower is the most prominent landmark within 
the village due to its height and location in the centre of the village, 
and is the focus of views from Fore Street and glimpsed views from 
West End and Telegraph Street (respectively views 9, 4 and 5). The 
derelict Church of The Holy Trinity retains its tower with pinnacles 
and forms another notable landmark (view 8, and also when seen on 
approaching St Day from Redruth). The following drawing illustrates 
important views in St Day.

Aerial photograph illustrating rural landscape setting and private green space Slate gravestone, Holy Trinity churchyard View from Holy Trinity churchyard
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Views
1. View of rural landscape from north end of   
 Chapel Street

2. View of disused mine at Trefula from  
 Chapel Street

3. View of rural landscape from the top of  
 Vogue Hill

4. Glimpse of clock tower from West End

5. Glimpse of clock tower through alley way on  
 Telegraph Street

6. View of rural landscape from the corner of   
 Telegraph Hill and Scorrier Street

7. View of rural landscapefrom the top of  
 Vicarage Hill

8. View of Holy Trinity from Church Street

9. View of the clock tower from Fore Street

Landmarks
A. Clock tower, Market Square

B. Holy Trinity Church, Church Street

View of rural landscape from north 
end of Chapel Street

View of disused mine at Trefula 
from Chapel Street

View of rural landscape from the 
top of Vogue Hill

Glimpse of clock tower from 
West End

Glimpse of clock tower through 
alley way on Telegraph Street

View of rural landscape from the 
corner of Telegraph Hill and  
Scorrier Street

View of rural landscape from the top 
of Vicarage Hill

View ofChurch from Church Street View of the clock tower from 
Fore Street

Conservation Area Boundary

Views

Landmarks

Public Greenspace

1

2

3

4

5 6 97 8

Market Square

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

A

B

Views and landmarks
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The themes introduced in the section on historic development also 
explain some of the issues that St Day now faces. The decline of the 
mining industry is the most important factor in the demise of St Day in 
the 20th century. St Day experienced a period of major growth when 
it became a centre for local mining, and when the mines closed a 
major aspect of its raison d’etre was gone. Mining was the heart of the 
local economy and without it the secondary industries and services 
declined.	People	were	forced	to	move	elsewhere	to	find	jobs.

Combined and associated with this St Day has also experienced 
a decline in its role as a local market. The explosion in use of the 
motorcar has meant that people can easily drive to other local towns 
to	shop;	competition	from	the	retail	centres	of	Redruth,	Camborne	
and Truro has contributed to the decline of retail in St Day, though it 
nonetheless retains a number of shops.

The decline in St Day’s economic prosperity is evident in its 
townscape. Maintenance issues such as the failure to deal with 
broken gutters, and more seriously the disuse of buildings, has led 
to a decline in condition and in extreme cases buildings becoming 
at risk. There is a particular issue with historic shopfronts and how 
to deal with these now that most buildings have been converted to 
wholly residential use. Unfortunately a number original sash windows 
have been replaced with uPVC. There is scope for some public realm 
improvements, and for better traffic management.

5.0 Issues and opportunities
5.0 Testennow ha chonsow

This paints a rather depressing picture, but it is not wholly bleak. 
St	Day	benefits	from	an	impressive	topography	and	is	set	within	
a beautiful landscape. The prosperity of the 19th century has 
bequeathed St Day with high quality historic architecture, and the 
decline of the 20th century has meant that this has not been marred 
by poor quality postwar development as is often the case elsewhere in 
Britain. 

The	heritage	of	St	Day	is	a	significant	strength.	St	Day’s	role	as	an	
important centre for the local mining industry is recognised in 
its designation as part of the Cornwall and West Devon Mining 
Landscape WHS, which is of ‘outstanding universal value’. St Day is 
close to various heritage trails through the WHS and its inscription 
should entice tourists to visit the village. The Church of The Holy 
Trinity could potentially be converted into an interpretation centre of 
the Gwennap pit and mining region. 

There have been recent public realm improvements to the market 
square and public space in front of Buckingham Terrace. St Day also 
benefits	from	a	proactive	community;	the	Action	St	Day	group	is	
delivering	significant	improvements.	The	maintenance	and	coherent	
paint scheme in Mill’s Street (deriving from the fact that the terraces 
are retirement housing operated by a Trust) is an inspiring example of 
what collective action could achieve in other historic terraces.

Boundary of the Conservation Area
The St Day Conservation Area comprises the vast majority of the 
historic settlement, while postwar development is generally excluded. 
A small extension is proposed: Holy Trinity churchyard. 

Buildings at risk

The derelict Church of The Holy Trinity is a listed building at risk. It was 
gutted	by	fire	and	has	been	closed	since	1956.	The	shell	is	currently	a	
community venue with an exhibition about local history inside. The 
St Day Parish Plan of August 2008 proposes that the ruin should be 
used for summer concerts. Although the roof is lost the walls remain 
and there is potential for the Church to be repaired and reused, 
potentially as an interpretation centre for the Gwennap area of the 
World Heritage Site. It is set within a large churchyard with good views 
of the surrounding countryside and there is potential for low key 
landscaping works to create a public park.

The Methodist Chapel on Scorrier Street is a building of local interest 
at risk. It has been insensitively converted into a garage. The St Day 
Parish Plan of August 2008 states that it is currently disused and 
proposes to bring it back to community use.
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Buildings which detract from the Conservation 
Area, and opportunity sites
There are no buildings in the St Day Conservation Area that detract 
from its character and appearance. There are however a small number 
of opportunity or potential development sites. Two of these are 
opposite	on	Telegraph	Street;	the	larger	is	north	of	Buckingham	
Terrace and according to the CSIS study is an ancient cemetery which 
may explain why is remains undeveloped. The other large opportunity 
site	is	south	of	the	churchyard	of	All	Saint’s	and	benefits	from	frontage	
on both Church Street and Church Hill. There is also potential for 
further development on the edge of the village and the impact of 
this on the setting of the Conservation Area should be carefully 
considered. Furthermore Kerrier District Local Plan policies ENV5 
and ENV6 protect the landscape setting of the village from harmful 
development. 

Key:

Opportunity/gap site

Building at risk

Possible extension

Kerrier District Local Plan Policy B.EN12  
Demolition will be permitted where the structure to be 
demolished	makes	no	significant	contribution	to	the	character	or	
appearance of the area and detailed proposals for the re-use or 
redevelopment of the site have been approved

Planning Policy Guidance 15, para. 4.17 
Many Conservation Areas include gap sites, or buildings that make 
no positive contribution, or indeed detract from the character and 
appearance of the area: their replacement should be a stimulus 
to imaginative, high quality design, and should be seen as an 
opportunity to enhance the area. What is important is not that 
new buildings should imitate earlier styles, but that they should be 
designed with respect for their context, as part of a larger whole 
which has a well-established character of its own.

Opportunity sites and buildings at risk
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Key:

Opportunity/gap site

Building at risk

Possible extension

Historic shopfronts, windows and render
The decline of St Day as a market centre has meant that most shops 
have been converted to wholly residential use. Shop windows 
are	generally	large;	there	is	therefore	pressure	to	modify	historic	
shopfronts to offer more privacy and better thermal performance. 
There are a number of examples where shopfronts have been 
unsympathetically	rearranged	in	the	Conservation	Area;	No.	3	
Telegraph Street is particularly unfortunate. Historic shopfronts 
are an important aspect of the character and appearance of the 
Conservation Area so further replacement or rearrangement should 
be	resisted;	Article	4	(2)	Directions	to	protect	these	shopfronts	are	
proposed in chapter 9. Reglazing with opaque glass or the use of net 
or half curtains provide more privacy. Secondary glazing and draught 
proofing	improve	thermal	performance.	

The replacement of historic windows with uPVC is a broader issue. 
While in a few cases, the replacement units are almost identical in 
design to those that have been removed, the replacement of historic 
sash windows is discouraged. As the Management Strategy discusses, 
they can give long and efficient service if refurbished and insulated. In 
addition, and particularly in the case of terraced housing, replacement 
is particularly unfortunate in that it destroys the unity of the terrace, 
even where, as is the case here, terraces are not necessarily of uniform 
design. Similarly the replacement of historic doors should be resisted. 

Unsympathetic modern stone repointing and rendering, as is evident 
at Nos. 2 and 11 Scorrier Street, detracts from the character and 
appearance of the Conservation Area and if the render is cement-
based can contribute to the decay of the building. 

Replacement shopfront, Telegraph Street

Unsympathetic render and uPVC door, Scorrier Street

Replacement uPVC shopfront and windows, Central House, 
Scorrier Street

Shopfront in poor state of repair, Scorrier Street. It was 
unclear whether works were underway or if this condition is 
permanent

Altered shopfront, Scorrier Street
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Public realm issues
As has been noted, St Day’s public realm is largely functional and 
reflects the village status of this settlement. Where they exist concrete 
kerbs	might	benefit	from	replacement	in	the	longer	term	with	more	
appropriate granite items, and the treatment of the paving at the 
junction of Telegraph Street and Scorrier Street could be improved. 
There is also potential to replace the orange litter bins in Vogue 
Terrace, Scorrier Street and Telegraph Hill with something more 
appropriate. Some low key landscaping of All Saint’s churchyard could 
create an attractive public park. The St Day Parish Plan of August 2008 
also	recommends	that	overhead	wires	be	buried	underground;	this	
would improve the character and appearance of the Conservation 
Area but may be difficult to agree with the utility companies. All 
this said, a balance needs to be struck as the kind of major public 
realm works which would be appropriate in a larger town would 
not necessarily be appropriate here, as they would spoil the organic, 
informal, rural qualities of the village.

Sustainability
Climate change is probably the greatest long-term challenge facing 
the human race, and the UK Government has made a number of 
commitments to reduce carbon emissions, which are believed to 
contribute to climate change. Current targets are to reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions by 20% (of 1990 levels) by 2010, and by 60% by 
2050. 

Operational energy in buildings (to heat, ventilate and light them, etc) 
accounts for 46% of the UK’s carbon dioxide emissions, and so in order 
to meet these targets it is critical that every household and business 
take measures to reduce energy use in their buildings. Part L of the 
Building Regulations came into force in 2002 and seeks to improve 
the energy efficiency of buildings. There are also progressive targets 
for carbon emissions from the construction and operation of new 
buildings (Ecohomes and Code for Sustainable Homes). 

Buy energy from renew-
aBle supplier

monitor use of 
Boiler

install energy
efficent Boiler

fit low energy
light BulBs

install energy efficient 
light fittings & fixtures

install heat recovery
units in Bathroom
& kitchen

insulate roof
& vapour Board

plaster
walls

insulate walls
100mm & vapour Board

close
curtains

draught
proof windows

secondary
glaze windows

install douBle
glazed windows

Reduce eneRgy consumption geneRate eneRgy 

install micro renewaBles 
on site

- ground source heat   
 pumps
- solar water heating
- photovoltaics
- wind turBines
- Biomass Boiler

cost / level of inteRvention

This diagram illustrates that low intervention measures to reduce 
energy consumption should be implemented before micro-renewables 
are considered

However, there is a risk that measures to improve the energy 
efficiency of historic buildings could damage or destroy their 
historic	and	architectural	significance,	and	so	it	is	an	issue	as	well	
as an opportunity. For example, the installation of renewable 
energy equipment on buildings, such as wind turbines, solar water 
heating and photovoltaic cells, could have an adverse effect on the 
Conservation Area. There is also the perception that uPVC windows 
are more energy efficient (the sustainability of uPVC windows is a 
complex issue and is discussed further elsewhere in this document) 
but the installation of these is usually detrimental to the character and 
appearance of the Conservation Area. Therefore, the application of 
Part L is at the discretion of building control and Conservation Officers 
where it would otherwise threaten special character, as described in 
the inset. That said, a balance needs to be struck, and it is important 
that the local authorities, residents and businesses make serious 
efforts to reduce carbon emissions. Recommendations of how this 
might be achieved are set out in the management strategy section.

Building Regulations Part L1. Sections 2.9–2.11

2.9 Historic buildings include 

	 a)	 listed	buildings;

 b) buildings situated in conservation areas,

 c) buildings which are of architectural and historical 
 interest and which are referred to as a material 
 consideration in a local authority’s development plan,

 d) buildings of architectural and historical interest within   
 national parks, areas of outstanding natural beauty, and 
 world heritage sites.

2.10 The need to conserve the special characteristics of such 
historic buildings needs to be recognised. In such work, 
the aim should be to improve energy efficiency where 
and to the extent that it is practically possible, always 
provided that the work does not prejudice the character 
of the historic building, or increase the risk to the long-
term	deterioration	to	the	building	fabric	or	fittings.	In	
arriving at an appropriate balance between historic 
building conservation and energy consumption, it would 
be appropriate to take into account the advice of the local 
planning authority’s conservation officer.



Part Two – Management Strategy
Rann Dew – Framweyth Dyghtya
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This	Management	Strategy	develops	the	findings	of	the	Appraisal	to	
consider how best the special character and appearance of the St Day 
Conservation Area can be protected and enhanced. It begins with 
an outline of the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats 
facing the conservation area. The second section then considers how 
the character and appearance of the conservation area could be 
enhanced,	referring	to	general	and	specific	issues.	The	third	section	
sets out the ways in which the conservation area is and can be 
protected	by	statutory	and	local	means.	The	final	section	considers	
how this plan can be implemented.

Although some of the action points are particularly relevant to the 
local authority, the strategy is intended for everyone who lives or 
works in St Day, as well as those who visit it. Like the Appraisal, it is 
the product of local consultation and discussion. It is intended as a 
practical, achievable document, not a set of empty aspirations. 

6.0 Introduction
6.0 Kommendyans
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Strengths and weaknesses
The St Day Conservation Area has a rich heritage and stock of good-
quality eighteenth and nineteenth-century buildings. Other important 
strengths are:

•	 the	village’s	topographical	situation,	which	means	that	long-range	
views	of	and	from	the	settlement	are	a	particular	feature;

•	 the	rural	landscaping	setting	of	the	village	(acknowledged	to	be	an	
Open	Area	of	Local	Significance);

•	 the	quiet	atmosphere	of	the	village	with	little	through	traffic;

•	 proximity	to	the	retail	and	employment	centres	of	Redruth,	
Camborne and (to a lesser extent) Truro, and the seaside resort at 
Portreath;

•	 regular	bus	links	with	Redruth,	Porthreath,	Pool,	Camborne,	
Chacewater	and	Truro;

•	 an	active	local	community	engaged	with	improving	St	Day	e.g.	
Action St Day Group.

St Day’s weaknesses are mostly associated with the demise of mining 
since the mid 19th century:

•	 The	decline	in	St	Day’s	role	as	a	market	centre	has	seen	the	closure	
of most shops, and though the Post Office and a small supermarket 
remain they are vulnerable. 

•	 It	has	become	a	dormitory	settlement	dependent	on	travel	(typically	
by car) to other places for employment and shopping. 

7.0 Strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats
7.0 Nerthow, gwannderow, chonsow ha godrosow

•	 It	has	declined	as	an	employment	centre	and	there	is	a	lack	of	
employment	opportunities	in	the	surrounding	area;	this	is	evident	
in the aging population with a higher proportion of people over 
45 years that in the rest of the country, and in the fact that the 
population is decreasing (over 5% since 1991).

•	 Generally	this	economic	decline	has	led	to	poor	maintenance	and	
buildings at risk. 

•	 The	village	is	off	main	roads;	although	this	means	it	has	a	quiet	
atmosphere,	it	also	means	that	there	is	no	economic	benefit	of	
through traffic.

•	 Despite	its	bus	service,	the	residents	of	St	Day	are	dependent	on	cars	
for their own movement and for deliveries – a common theme in 
rural areas – and parked vehicles add to congestion.

Opportunities and threats
St Day’s attractive setting close to Porthreath and Redruth, and 
within the World Heritage Site, is its major asset which may promote 
visits by tourists who might want to call at the pub or shop, visit the 
Church of The Holy Trinity, or to stay in the area. Tourism could be 
promoted in tandem with the bus routes which would be of use to 
walkers. There is scope to link St Day with the existing mining trails, 
perhaps by creating a new link between the Coast to Coast Trail 
(between Devoran and Portreath) and Redruth & Chasewater Railway 
Trail via Gwennapp Pit and St Day. Such routes would develop the 
interpretative material available in the Church of The Holy Trinity and 
take advantage of local footpaths through the village. 

The fact that the two buildings at risk in St Day were originally 
substantial public buildings provides an opportunity for inventive 
reuse.

St	Day’s	proximity	to	the	Redruth	conurbation	is	also	beneficial.	The	
Redruth Pool Camborne Urban Regeneration Company should be a 
catalyst	to	economic	regeneration;	it	should	bring	new	people	to	the	
region and create new jobs. Some of these people may wish to live 
in	St	Day;	this	would	counteract	the	issue	of	the	declining	and	aging	
population.

Threats to the St Day Conservation Area are associated with its decline 
as an economic centre for employment and shopping. There is a risk 
that the population will continue to decrease and age and the fabric 
of	the	village	will	decay	further.	There	is	a	specific	issue	relating	to	
historic shopfronts: now that there are few shops in the village there is 
pressure to alter historic shopfronts so that they are more appropriate 
to residential use. This could potentially degrade the character of 
the village. There is also a risk of inappropriate development, e.g. 
in	fields	adjacent	to	the	village.	In	particular,	while	Bosawana	Close	
has productively added to St Day’s housing stock, its somewhat 
introverted layout (typical of modern planning) runs counter to the 
historic grain of the settlement. 
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8.0 Management and enhancement principles
8.0 Penrewlys dyghtya hag afina
This section examines how the character and appearance of the 
St Day Conservation Area could be enhanced. English Heritage’s 
Guidance on the Management of Conservation Areas states that 
enhancement can take two principal forms:

•	 the	sympathetic	redevelopment	of	sites	defined	in	the	detailed	
Appraisal of the area as detracting from its character or appearance

•	 pro-active	proposals,	such	as	the	management	and	repair	of	
a designed historic landscape, a scheme for the restoration of 
distinctive architectural features or traditional shop fronts, the 
reinstatement of historic surfaces, or the reduction of traffic 
intrusion and the rationalisation of street signage. 

This chapter establishes a set of clear principles for management and 
enhancement to which everyone – the local authority, local property 
owners and residents – can subscribe. Some, such as the discussion of 
streetworks, are particularly for the local authority and should be used 
to inform policy, but others, e.g. relating to building maintenance, 
have wider applicability. Action points suggest how these principles 
should be applied. 

Public realm 
The public realm in St Day has an informal, functional quality which 
reflects the size of the settlement. Major works of the kind which 
would be appropriate in a town or city centre, such as the wholesale 
replacement	of	paving	materials,	are	unlikely	to	find	favour	or	indeed	
funding in the immediate term, nor are they likely to be appropriate: it 
would be easy to spoil the quality of the area. 

The quality of the streetscape can be used to enhance and celebrate 
its distinctive features and buildings, such as the variety of historic 
paving in St Day. Equally, it could become fragmented due to 
incremental changes and a lack of strategic thinking about the 
streetscape as a whole, and how individual parts relate to that whole. 
It is essential that a holistic approach to the public realm informs 
proposals for its improvement, as well as any essential maintenance/
repair works, so that it does not become degraded. This will involve 
the various local authority departments who may be responsible for 
the town, as well as the utility companies, private contractors, and 
property owners. 

Principles:

1.1 A considered, holistic approach to the public realm should 
be adopted, even where works are relatively minor in scale, 
such	that	its	character	and	appearance,	as	defined	in	this	
document, is not compromised. 

1.2 Works to the public realm should enhance the special 
character and appearance of the Conservation Area.

Action:

Any proposals affecting the public realm should be developed with 
reference to key guidance documents, such as:

•	 Streets for All: South West (English Heritage, 2005)

•	 Paving the Way (CABE, 2002)

Paving and streetscape 
As the Appraisal discussed, many streets in St Day are notable for the 
variety of the historic paving, and this should be preserved. However, 
there are places where the pavement comprises of tarmac with 
cement kerbs, and the addition of a concrete channel at the junction 
of Scorrier Street and Telegraph Street detracts from the character 
and appearance of the Conservation Area. This said, in a rural setting, 
elaborate	repaving	schemes	are	unlikely	to	be	practical,	financially	
feasible, or aesthetically desirable: there are undoubtedly greater 
priorities elsewhere. Major works could indeed be seen to ‘sanitise’ 
the neighbourhood by removing its organic qualities. However, 
targeted	interventions	at	key	strategic	points	could	be	beneficial	to	
the character and appearance of the Conservation Area. Even if the 
public	realm	is	not	altered	significantly	in	the	immediate	future,	it	is	
important to make sure that it is not allowed to degrade. In particular, 
the Local Authority should ensure that roadworks and installations by 
the utility companies do not damage the setting of historic buildings.

Principles:

1.3  There should be a presumption by the Local Authority in 
favour of the retention or reinstatement of historic, local 
paving materials (such as granite kerbstones, granite paving 
stones, cobbles and clay paviours) where appropriate within 
the Conservation Area. 

1.4  Modern materials, such as monoblock brick paving, should 
be avoided at all costs.

1.5  Essential roadworks and utility company installations should 
not compromise or degrade the public realm, and surfaces 
should be correctly reinstated upon completion. The Local 
Planning Authority should make maximum use of its powers 
under the New Roads and Streetworks Act to inspect works 
by	utility	companies	and	to	apply	financial	penalties	in	cases	
where reinstatement is inadequate.

Action:

Paving at the junction of Scorrier Street and Telegraph Street 
should	be	upgraded;	ideally	with	granite	kerbs	and	drainage	
channel, and possibly with cobbles or granite paving stones 
beyond the kerbs.
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Signage
As	befits	a	small	village,	St	Day	is	not	characterised	by	a	plethora	of	
signage, and the town trail plaques are sensitively designed. However, 
there are some instances where signage could be improved. Care 
should be taken to ensure, in cases where signs are necessary, that 
they are carefully designed and situated so as not to detract from the 
Conservation Area. Modern ‘corporate’ plastic signage (e.g. for street 
names) may not be the most appropriate solution in this respect

Action:

The potential to mount street signs and street lights on the 
telegraph pole at the top of Telegraph Hill should be considered.

Principles:

1.6  Street and traffic signage should be carefully located, and 
mounted on walls or existing posts (e.g. telegraph poles) 
rather than new posts where this is possible without 
damaging historic built fabric.

1.7  Signage design should complement the qualities of the 
Conservation Area: standard solutions e.g. for street 
nameplates should be avoided as far as is practical where this 
would not be the case. 

1.8  Signs or street markings should be avoided wherever other, 
less intrusive measures (such as changes in road surface) 
could be taken.

Lighting
Street lighting in St Day is currently provided by functional modern 
fixtures,	either	standalone	lamp-posts	or	fittings	mounted	onto	
telegraph	poles.	Where	new	fittings	are	introduced,	the	use	of	
standard catalogue items should be avoided in favour of designs 
which – whether historic or, where suitable, contemporary 
– compliment the character and appearance of the Conservation 
Area in their form and scale. The continued mounting of light units on 
telegraph poles or onto walls (where this will not damage buildings) 
may well be the best way to avoid clutter. 

There is an opportunity to enhance the appearance of the 
Conservation Area at night with floodlighting of the Clock Tower and 
tower of All Saint’s Church.

Principles:

1.9		 The	size	and	scale	of	street	lighting	fixtures	should	respond	to	
the height of the surrounding buildings. 

1.10  Tall structures which tower above the street should be 
avoided where other solutions would achieve the required 
level of lighting. 

1.11		Where	possible,	fittings	should	be	incorporated	into	the	
existing fabric, using wall mountings (subject to appropriate 
consents), but should be designed to avoid damage to 
historic buildings as well as being appropriate in scale.

1.12  The provision and style of lighting should recognise the 
character of St Day as a small village, not an urban area.

Action:

The Local Authority should develop an integrated lighting strategy 
for St Day, including floodlighting of the Clock Tower and Church, 
in conjunction with the Parish Council and other stakeholders.

Review lighting provision: can standalone units, such as at the top 
of Telegraph Hill, be incorporated with telegraph poles?

Measures to reduce mining clutter would be taken up where 
possible.

Street furniture 
The effective use of ‘street furniture’ presents the opportunity to 
create	a	lively,	attractive	public	realm.	A	good	example	of	the	benefits	
which well-designed street furniture can provide is found in Helston, 
adjacent to the Guildhall, where a curved stone bench responds to its 
site and the prevailing local palette of materials. 

Where ‘boxes’ are required to house controls for electronic/telephone 
equipment, these should be located as unobtrusively as practically 
possible and should be detailed so that they do not detract from the 
Conservation Area’s character or appearance. Other necessary items, 
such as railings, benches and litter bins should be considered in a 
holistic way: standard catalogue items should be avoided and the 
location of these items carefully considered.

Again, the fact that St Day is a rural settlement should guide the level 
and style of interventions. 

Principles: 

1.13  On sites managed by the local authority and private 
landowners alike, the style and location of benches, litter 
bins, railings, bus shelters, and other essential items of street 
furniture should respect the character and appearance of the 
Conservation Area in their design, be that historic or, where 
appropriate, contemporary. 

1.14  Standard ‘catalogue’ items should be avoided in favour of 
designs which echo (and ideally imaginatively re-interpret) 
local traditions and which complement their setting. 

1.15  New street furniture should not create intrusive visual 
‘clutter’ and should be carefully located in relation to historic 
buildings, spaces and views. 

Action:

The orange litter bins throughout the village should be replaced 
with a more sensitive design.

New bus shelters offer an opportunity to implement a design 
which creatively re-interprets local traditions.
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Landscape, planting and green space
The landscape setting of St Day is an important aspect of the character 
and appearance of the Conservation Area, and has been designated 
an	Open	Area	of	Local	Significance	in	the	Kerrier	Local	Plan.	There	is	
little public greenspace within the Conservation Area but most houses 
have large private gardens, which play a key role in establishing 
local character. There is however potential to enhance All Saint’s 
churchyard.

Principles: 

2.1  Property owners across the whole Conservation Area are 
encouraged to maintain and enhance their gardens. 

2.2  The Local Authority and Parish Council (where appropriate) 
should work to maintain and enhance the appearance of 
public open space.

2.3  Proposals for development which would affect St Day’s 
important landscape setting should be carefully reviewed 
in the light of the relevant Kerrier District Local Plan Policies, 
especially ENV5 and 6 (as well as the discussion of Views in 
the next section of this Strategy). 

2.4  The creation of parking areas in the front gardens should be 
avoided. 

2.5  Monoblock brick paving should be avoided throughout the 
Conservation Area as an alien material. 

2.6  Planting should favour local and regional species where 
appropriate. 

2.7 There should be a presumption that the large gardens of 
historic properties should be retained.

Action:

The potential to enhance the Holy Trinity churchyard should be 
investigated, possibly with some low key landscaping works to 
create a new public park. This could be as simple as providing 
seating to take advantage of the impressive views.

A full architectural survey should be undertaken.

Options to create new public open space and/or allotments should 
be explored by the local authority and parish council.

Views and landmarks
St Day is located on the top of a hill so is both a focus for long views 
and enjoys good views of the surrounding countryside.

Principles: 

3.1  New building, street furniture, and other developments (e.g. 
solar panels) should have particular regard to their impact 
on these views, and to views into and of the village more 
generally. English Heritage’s Seeing the History in the View: 
a	method	for	assessing	heritage	significance	within	views	
should form the basis of such assessments. 

Action:

The Local Planning Authority should protect and manage the 
significant	views	noted	within	the	Conservation	Area	Appraisal,	
and should include these views within the Local Development 
Framework

Traffic and movement
A particular issue in Conservation Areas generally is the rise of the 
car, and the pressure which car use places upon roads which were 
not designed for motorised traffic. In many places, one of the biggest 
threats to the quality of conservation areas is not the way in which 
buildings are treated, but rather the negative effects of traffic and 
parking. In terms of the former, St Day is not located on a main road 
(neither A nor B roads) and so traffic is not an issue. In terms of the 
latter,	there	is	a	significant	degree	of	on-street	parking,	much	of	it	
necessary parking by local residents. 

Principles: 

4.1  The provision of on-street parking should balance the needs 
of residents and their visitors with the need to preserve and 
enhance the character and appearance of the Conservation 
Area (as an extreme example, banning on-street parking 
might encourage the loss of front gardens to create off-street 
parking).

4.2  New buildings should face pedestrian and vehicular 
movement routes, and should avoid the introverted nature of 
typical modern developments, such as Bosawna Close.

New buildings and opportunity sites
Carefully-designed new buildings provide an opportunity to enhance 
the quality of the Conservation Area and perhaps to provide useful 
local facilities. New buildings or extensions to existing ones need 
not be historic in style, in fact contemporary buildings, if designed 
creatively, can make an attractive contribution to conservation areas. 

Key characteristics of local buildings are:

•	 Two	storeys	with	hipped	roofs	and	without	dormer	windows

•	 Properties	typically	in	terraces	and	sometime	detached,	but	with	
adjacent properties varying in their elevations, height, detailing and 
often their position in relation to the prevailing building line.

•	 Use	of	local	materials:	granite,	slate,	killas.	Granite	is	often	used	for	
quoins, door and window jambs, and sometimes as the main walling 
material, although killas is used for this too. Brick is less common 
except in chimneys. Slate is used for roof tiles and sometimes to 
weatherproof walls. 

•	 Greater	use	of	render	and	‘polite’	detailing	than	in	other	Cornish	
villages of this size.

Principles: 

5.1  New building should reflect the grain of the historic 
settlement, respect important views, and should be inspired 
by the proportions, massing and materials of surrounding 
historic buildings. The English Heritage/CABE document 
Building in context: new development in historic areas 
should be used by property owners, developers and the 
local authority as a particular guide when building anew 
or extending/restoring existing properties. In this respect, 
designs should follow the principles for the Conservation 
Area by deploying typical/local materials, and referencing 
predominant local features, all as set out in the Appraisal, 
without being pastiche. 

5.2  New developments should add to the variety and texture of 
the Conservation Area.

5.3  The Local Planning Authority should where possible 
and practicable promote the redevelopment of gap and 
opportunity sites, and the enhancement/replacement of 
the building deemed in the Appraisal to make a negative 
contribution to the quality of the Conservation Area in 
accordance with policies set out in the relevant Kerrier 
District Local Plan and in national planning guidance. 
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Building maintenance
The focus of Conservation Area designation is to control change 
– proposals to develop or alter buildings or to change the landscape 
and planting. However, the quality of a Conservation Area depends 
as much on everyday care and maintenance: whether the footways 
are	weeded,	gutters	and	drains	cleared;	old	notices	removed	and	
buildings repaired. People generally recognise the need to redecorate 
their houses or premises, but they often feel less responsible for the 
public face of their buildings and the streets where they stand. 

Community action can also reap rich rewards, particularly in 
residential areas. 

Principles: 

6.1  Residents and property owners are encouraged to carry out 
individual and collective maintenance of their buildings and 
common	areas;	the	Local	Authority,	Parish	Council	and	St	Day	
Action Group should take the lead in promoting such work. 

Action:

A leaflet outlining possible collective DIY measures, including 
practical advice, would be an incentive and should be produced 
by the Local Authority.

The Local Authority should also provide residents with a 
maintenance guide for specialist items (such as scantle-slated 
roofs and historic boundary walls) – see also the next sections on 
historic detailing and windows. 

Historic architectural detailing  
and local materials

Virtually all buildings within the Conservation Area were built before 
the mid 19th century, meaning that St Day is remarkably homogenous 
in terms of the age of its building stock. However, various pressures 
have seen the loss of original historic features, such as boundary walls, 
roof slates, and chimneys.

Well-intentioned works, such as the replacement of degraded historic 
windows or gutters with uPVC items, can often damage the character 
and appearance of a Conservation Area whilst – in the longer term 
– being environmentally unsustainable. 

The Local Planning Authority should prepare a leaflet outlining the 
benefits	of	sash	window	repair	and	refurbishment	as	a	practical,	
efficient, sustainable and character-retaining alternative to uPVC 
replacements.

Local materials make an important contribution to special character, 
and their use is encouraged. The local authority has produced a 
document summarising what is available and where it may be 
sourced, which can be downloaded at www.cornwall.gov.uk

Action:

Subject to a review of policy, resources and further local 
consultation, Article 4 directions should be implemented and 
enforced by the Local Authority to protect historic features (see 
Chapter 9).

Listed buildings should be reviewed for possible unauthorised 
work (see Chapter 9)

Principles:

7.1  There should be a presumption in favour of the retention of 
historic architectural details and features. These may include: 
historic shopfronts, sash windows (see also below), historic 
doors, stone detailing, historic front walls. 

7.2  Where replacement of historic architectural features is 
essential, these should match the original as closely as 
possible in terms of material, style, colour and form. Advice 
should be sought from the Local Authority’s Conservation 
Officer.

7.3  Local materials should be used wherever possible, and their 
arrangement/use inspired by prevailing historic patterns.

7.4  Stonework should not be painted or rendered except where 
this is already the case.

7.5  Where roofs are replaced, a close match with the existing 
materials and method of deployment should be found. 
Generally this will mean slate. 

7.6  Where skylights are required as part of loft conversions, these 
should be located on rear or side elevations, and should be 
of traditional design.

7.7 Where properties subject to an Article 4 direction currently 
have replacement uPVC windows, there should be a 
presumption that these windows are replaced with items of 
a more sensitive design/material when they reach the end 
of their life.
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Sustainability and heritage
The application of Part L of the Building Regulations to buildings 
in the Conservation Area is at the discretion of the building control 
officer and conservation officer and does not need to be fully applied. 
However, households and businesses occupying these buildings 
(and the local authority) should still do as much as they can to reduce 
their energy consumption and carbon emissions – which will not only 
target	climate	change	but	can	also	be	financially	advantageous.	This	
said, a balance must be struck between measures to reduce energy 
use and the need to preserve the character and appearance of the 
Conservation Area.  

Pre-1939 buildings are often ‘low-energy’ in their very nature, having 
being designed to make maximum use of daylight, to retain heat in 
winter and to be cool in summer in an age where electric lighting and 
central heating were not widespread or indeed invented. Often the 
sustainability of these buildings can be enhanced by considering the 
ways in which they were intended to be used, ventilated and heated. 
Sash windows, for example, are extremely effective ventilators when 
used as originally conceived, with the upper and lower halves opened 
to the same degree.

Where energy savings are to be made, many of the most effective 
measures for reducing consumption are those that require least 
intervention in the fabric of the buildings and townscape, and often 
are not visible from outside the building. For example, attic roof 
insulation is the best way to reduce heat loss from a building but 
cannot be seen externally and so has no impact on the Conservation 
Area (except in the rare instances that the roof line needs to be altered 
to install it). However, the installation of photovoltaic cells and wind 
turbines on buildings can potentially have an adverse impact on 
the character and appearance of the Conservation Area, and less 
interventionist measures to reduce energy consumption should be 
implemented before micro-renewables are considered. Compounding 
this, micro-renewable energy generation is currently not very efficient 
and the production of photovoltaic cells for example is energy 
intensive;	renewable	energy	generation	is	substantially	more	effective	
at the macro level, with, for example, large-scale off-shore wind farms. 

Insulation
There is potentially a conflict between the need for an historic 
building to ‘breathe’ (to prevent water particles from collecting, 
causing damp and consequent decay) and the need for airtight 
buildings to prevent heat loss. However, the inclusion of a special 
membrane that prevents the transfer of heat but not the passage of 
water next to the insulation can mitigate this. Insulation in the roof 
is	very	effective	as	a	significant	proportion	of	heat	can	be	lost	here	
(1/3 of central heating). Ventilators may be required in the eaves, to 
ensure that the loft does not become damp once it is insulated, and 
the type of insulation material chosen should be able to breathe (e.g. 
hemp). Wall insulation can be more problematic. Internally, it can 
cause unacceptable changes in the proportion of a room and the loss 
of historic features. Insulation of external walls is also unlikely to be 
appropriate on listed buildings, and would need to be very carefully 
designed to minimise the impact on the character and appearance 
of the Conservation Area when proposed for unlisted buildings and 
is unlikely to be appropriate when the external walls are unrendered 
stone. 

Windows
There is a presumption in favour of the retention of original windows. 
Draught-proofing	windows	and	secondary	glazing	are	very	effective	
low-interventionist measures to reduce heat loss. Reinstating internal 
wooden shutters where these have been lost can also be very 
effective. Many windows in the Conservation Area have been replaced 
with uPVC items, but although they reduce energy loss, these 
windows are not sustainable, because they:

•	 are	not	easily	repairable	and	have	a	limited	life	span	(usually	less	
than	20	years);

•	 have	a	high	embodied	energy	(this	is	the	energy	used	in	
manufacture);

•	 create	pollution	during	manufacture.

In the long term, the local authority should encourage residents and 
businesses to replace uPVC windows when these fail with double-
glazed replicas of the original window in wood, to the original 
proportions;	potentially	this	could	be	facilitated	with	grants.	Such	
replacements	would	have	the	additional	benefit	of	improving	the	
character and appearance of the conservation area. The authorities 
should also promote the refurbishment of existing sash windows 
where these remain, which may involve replacing damaged window 
cords, repairing stuck sashes, removing rot, adding secondary glazing, 
and	draughtproofing.

Materials
The materials used to construct new buildings and repair or alter 
existing	buildings	can	have	a	significant	environmental	impact.	This	
partly relates to the embodied energy used in their manufacture, but 
also to the energy used to transport them – building materials are 
usually heavy so this can be energy intensive. Ideally materials should 
be:

•	 locally	sourced

•	 renewable,	sustainable	sources

•	 low	embodied	energy

•	 free	from	ozone-damaging	chemicals	or	gases	

Frequently traditional materials, such as locally sourced wood and 
stone, are the most sustainable. The manufacture of concrete releases 
carbon dioxide. 
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Principles: 

8.1  Residents and businesses are encouraged to adopt low 
intervention measures to reduce energy consumption 
(e.g. roof insulation, thick curtains, low energy light bulbs, 
energy efficient boiler, secondary glazing) and such 
changes should be made before permission is sought for 
more interventionist measures (e.g. replacement windows, 
photovoltaic panels, solar water heating, wind turbines).

8.2  As was discussed in principle 7.1, there is a presumption 
in	favour	of	retaining	original	windows;	they	should	be	
draught-proofed or secondary glazed to improve energy 
efficiency rather than replaced.

8.3  There is a presumption in favour of replacing uPVC windows 
in historic buildings with double-glazed wooden replicas of 
the original windows. 

8.4  There is a preference for building materials that are 
locally sourced, from renewable, sustainable sources, and 
manufactured with low embodied energy and without 
releasing ozone-damaging gases.

8.5	 The	modification	of	ground	levels	is	generally	not	an	
appropriate means of flood prevention in Conservation 
Areas

8.6 Where required, flood prevention measures should be 
designed to be compatible with the building’s style, age, and 
materials. They should be provided in a way that minimises 
their impact on the character and appearance of the 
Conservation Area whilst still addressing the risk of flooding.

Action:

In the short term, guidance on the best measures to make historic 
buildings more energy efficient and on microrenewables should 
be distributed by the local authority, for example via the website 
and when responding to planning applications.

The local authority should encourage businesses providing locally 
sourced materials. The Council could include publicity for local 
building materials when responding to planning applications. 

The local authority should promote walking, cycling and the use 
of public transport over cars. This could include creating links with 
the World Heritage Site mining trails. Design of the public realm 
should give priority to pedestrians and cyclists over vehicular 
traffic where appropriate, improve accessibility of public transport.

The Local Authority should work with the Environment Agency 
where necessary to address the issue of flooding.

Renewable energy
As explained above, measures to improve the energy efficiency of 
buildings should be exhausted before renewable energy generation 
is considered. Micro-renewables are expensive, are likely to be 
interventionist, and in many cases are ineffective. Ground source 
heat pumps are unlikely to have an impact on the character and 
appearance	of	the	Conservation	Area;	although	the	potential	impact	
on below-ground archaeology should be considered. Photovoltaic 
cells, solar water heating, and wind turbines are likely to have an 
impact on the character and appearance of the Conservation Area and 
should	be	designed	to	minimise	this;	for	example	photovoltaic	cells	
and solar water heating are likely to be more acceptable on south-
facing rear roofs than when visible from the street. English Heritage 
guidance should be followed when installing micro-renewables in the 
Conservation Area. 

The impact on the setting of the Conservation Area should be 
properly considered when determining the appropriate location for 
large-scale renewable energy farms.

Transport
27% of UK carbon emissions are from transport, and much of that 
from vehicular traffic. The local authority should promote low carbon 
forms of transport, such as walking and cycling, and the use of public 
transport over cars. This should be reflected in the design of the 
urban environment: pedestrians and cyclists should have priority over 
vehicular traffic, and accessibility to public transport improved. 

Climate change means that many places are at greater risk of flooding, 
including from increased rainfall.  However, because the Conservation 
Area is already fully developed there are few opportunities for flood 
protection	in	the	conventional	way,	i.e.	through	the	modification	
of ground levels.  Even the raising of streets or pavements would 
be	inappropriate	because	it	would	significantly	affect	the	character	
and appearance of the area.  Within the Conservation Area the most 
appropriate protection measures will be:

•	 Temporary	flood	barriers	to	doors	and	windows;

•	 Permanent	flood	barriers	to	property	boundaries,	designed	to	
prevent	flood	water	reaching	the	building;

•	 Modifications	to	ground	floor	fittings	and	services	to	reduce	
damage if flood water enters a building.

In order to preserve the character of the Conservation Area flood 
mitigation measures should be designed to be compatible with the 
building’s age, style and materials.

Change of use, particularly from commercial or industrial to 
residential use, may increase flood risk.  Where that is proposed in the 
Conservation	Area	the	potential	benefit	to	the	area	from	the	proposed	
new use will need to be balanced against the impact of flood risk on 
the end user, especially where the proposed use is residential.

As regards new development, Kerrier District Local Plan Policy CS5 
notes that development will not be permitted where:

(i)	 it	would	cause	significant	harm	to	the	quality,	supply	or 
	 replenishment	of	surface	or	ground	water;

(ii) it would be liable to flood or it would create a risk of or be the 
	 cause	of	significant	harm	from	flooding	or	to	flood	control	works; 
 or

(iii)	 it	would	create	a	risk	of,	or	be	likely	to	be	the	cause	of,	significant 
 harm from pollution to the quality of the water environment, the  
 diversity of its habitats and their associated wildlife and plant life.
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Archaeology
Although there are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments in St Day, there 
is some potential for below-ground archaeology, relating especially to 
the town’s medieval growth and mining heritage

Principle:

9.1 Advice should be sought from the Conservation Officer when 
planning building work, so as to avoid damage to possible 
archaeological remains through appropriate mitigation 
measures.

Parking
The Appraisal noted the issues caused by parking and traffic in St Day. 
Parking is essential for the vitality of local businesses, but the village 
can become clogged.

Principle:

10.1 Parking should be managed in order to enhance the quality 
of the streetscape

Action:

Options for a small visitors’ car park should be explored by the 
Local Authority, if a convenient location can be found.
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This chapter considers how the character and appearance of the 
Conservation Area can be protected by statutory and local means. 
These means include: conservation area designation, listing, local 
listing, and the introduction of Article 4 directions. Again, it is 
important to note that these designations are not intended to ‘freeze’ 
the Conservation Area by preventing change, but to make sure that 
necessary changes are undertaken in an informed and considered 
manner.

Conservation Areas
Conservation	Areas	are	defined	by	Planning	Policy	Guidance	15	as	
‘areas of special or architectural interest, the character or appearance 
of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance’. In this respect, the 
designation of conservation areas is intended to ensure that policy 
addresses ‘quality of townscape in its broadest sense as well as 
the protection of individual buildings’. Factors such as the layout 
of boundaries and thoroughfares, ‘mix’ of uses, the appropriate 
scaling and detailing of contemporary buildings, and the quality 
of advertisements, street furniture and shop fronts are therefore all 
important. Controls are also placed on the lopping and felling of trees, 
for which notice to the local authority must be given by property 
owners.

Conservation Area Consent is required for the total or substantial 
demolition of any unlisted building in a conservation area, subject to 
various exceptions related to the size of the building in question. The 
2008 Heritage Protection Bill proposes that this consent be merged 
with planning permission.

The Kerrier Local Plan (Revised Deposit Draft with Summary of Pre-
Inquiry Changes) also places restrictions on development within and 
close to the Conservation Area, affecting buildings and landscape 
setting: its content is discussed further in the Conservation Area 
Appraisal.

However the Local Plan is not saved and it has little weight in planning 
policy terms. In order for the Conservation Area to be properly 
considered as a material consideration, there should be relevant 
policies in the Local Development Framework being developed by 
Cornwall Council. 

9.0 Protection and enforcement
9.0 Gwith ha konstrinans

Extensions to the Conservation Area
A small extension was proposed in the Appraisal, namely the inclusion 
within the Conservation Area of the whole of Holy Trinity Churchyard.

Action:

The Local Planning Authority should extend the boundary of 
the Conservation Area as illustrated on the map on p. 26 of this 
document.

Existing statutory designations
The existing statutory designations within the Conservation Area are 
detailed	in	the	Conservation	Area	Appraisal.	St	Day	has	a	significant	
number of listed buildings. All listing designations carry the 
requirement to secure Listed Building Consent (the 2008 Bill proposes 
that this be renamed ‘Heritage Asset Consent’) for works, in addition 
to planning permission.

Action: 

The Local Planning Authority should periodically review listed 
buildings for possible unauthorised changes, and should take 
appropriate enforcement action

Locally-listed buildings
The Heritage Protection Bill introduces a statutory basis for identifying 
heritage structures and open spaces of special local interest (although 
following pre-legislative scrutiny it was decided that the Bill will 
not now impose a statutory duty on Local Planning Authorities 
to develop or maintain local lists). Although the Kerrier Local Plan 
does	not	currently	include	specific	policies	on	locally	listed	building,	
there is potential that future planning policy will protect locally 
listed buildings and for Article 4 Directions to remove permitted 
development rights now (see below). 

The	Conservation	Area	Appraisal	identified	a	number	of	significant	
but unlisted buildings and structures. They have been chosen either 
as	important	local	public	buildings,	or	as	being	especially	fine/intact	
examples which would merit careful handling. It is recommended that 
they are added to a local list. 

Action: 

The Local Planning Authority should develop and publicise a local 
list	of	buildings,	using	the	buildings	identified	in	the	Conservation	
Area Appraisal as a starting point. The local list should be 
periodically reviewed.

Action: 

In order for the principles in this Management Strategy to be 
adequately enforced, they should be linked to the emerging 
policies in the Local Development Framework and the 
opportunity for the Management Strategy to be adopted as a 
material consideration should be explored.

The Conservation Area should be periodically reviewed for any 
unauthorised works, e.g. satellite dishes on road-facing elevations.
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Unlisted buildings 
Planning Policy Guidance 15 states that there should be a 
presumption in favour of the retention of unlisted buildings (whether 
locally-listed or not) that make a positive contribution to the character 
or appearance of a Conservation Area, and advises that any proposals 
that include the demolition of such buildings should be assessed 
against the same broad criteria as proposals for the demolition of a 
listed building. The quality of a replacement building may be taken 
into consideration in such cases.

Article 4 directions
A direction under Article 4 of the Town and Country Planning (General 
Permitted Development) Order 1995 may be enacted to preserve 
the character or appearance of the conservation area, or part of it. In 
normal circumstances, small alterations of a kind that are generally 
acceptable are automatically granted planning permission, and are 
known as ‘permitted development’. However, such alterations – such 
as the replacement of windows or painting of a stone elevation – can 
have unfortunate consequences in the case of sensitive buildings or 
areas. An Article 4 direction restricts the right of landowners to carry 
out such works. It is not that development can never be carried out, 
but that it will no longer be automatically permitted. 

In St Day, a particular concern is the alteration or replacement of 
historic shopfronts. The introduction of solar panels, given the 
prominent situation of the village, could spoil views. Where possible, 
panels should be located and detailed so that they work well but do 
not detract from the quality of the village’s built heritage.

It is tempting to propose a blanket Article 4 (2) direction for all unlisted 
residential properties within the Conservation Area. Such directions, 
however, require additional resources on the part of the Local 
Planning Authority and so may be problematic to enforce. Some areas 
have already seen considerable alteration (in terms of replacement 
windows and indeed roof slates). A more limited selection of priority 
buildings for Article 4 directions has therefore been shown opposite.

Action:

Subject to a review of policy, resources and further local 
consultation, the following street sections are recommended for 
Article 4 (2) directions as a matter of priority:

Vogue Terrace, to protect historic front garden walls and remove 
the	automatic	right	to	install	solar	panels	on	south-facing	roofs;	
and	specifically	on	Cedric	House	to	protect	the	stained	glass	
storm porch and sash windows 

West End, to protect historic sash windows, doors, door frames 
and stone front garden walls and remove the automatic right to 
install solar panels on south-facing roofs (e.g. Manor House, Trinity 
House, Nos. 1 and 3).

Telegraph Street to protect sash windows, slate hanging, historic 
stone	front	garden	walls	(e.g.	No.	29,	Litchfield	House)

Scorrier Street to protect historic shopfronts, sash windows, 
doors (e.g. Nos. 1, 5, 6, 7, 15 and 23)

Fore Street to protect historic shopfronts, sash windows, doors 
and remove the automatic right to install solar panels on south-
facing roofs (e.g. St Day Inn, the Old Post Office, ‘Make Do and 
Mend’)

The Local Authority should take action to introduce and enforce 
these directions. A leaflet explaining their implications should be 
prepared for affected houses.
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Key:

Proposed Article 4 (2) Directions

Listed buildings

Proposed Article 4 (2) Directions (listed buildings also shown)
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Buildings at risk
The Church of The Holy Trinity and the former Methodist Chapel on 
Scorrier	Street	are	significant	structures	at	risk.	

Actions:

The Local Planning Authority should work with Action St Day 
Group	to	find	a	new	use	and	funding	for	the	repair	and	conversion	
of these buildings at risk. Options for reuse might include an 
interpretation centre for the Gwennap region of the World 
Heritage Site or community use.

The Local Planning Authority should continue its system of 
monitoring and reporting buildings at risk or in disrepair. Repairs 
to such buildings/structures should be undertaken as a matter of 
priority and, where appropriate, new uses found for them. 

Repair notices/urgent works notices/ 
Section 215 notices
Where	buildings	degenerate	to	a	significant	degree,	a	number	of	
powers exist for local authorities to remedy the situation. The powers 
include:

•	 requiring	the	owner	of	the	building	in	disrepair	to	make	it	safe	
or demolish it under the terms of the Building Act 1984 (a power 
which	is	modified	for	Conservation	Areas	so	as	to	prevent	the	loss	of	
significant	buildings)

•	 repairs	under	Section	54	of	the	Listed	Buildings	Act	to	make	a	listed	
building (and, exceptionally, unlisted buildings in Conservation 
Areas) wind- and watertight. 

•	 A	Section	215	‘Untidy	Site’	notice	can	be	served	under	the	terms	
of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, requiring owners to 
improve the appearance of demolition sites and other untidy land. 
Such notices can be served on buildings, and so are useful for those 
which are ‘adversely affecting’ the ‘amenity’ of its area. They can 
also be used creatively on heritage sites: for example, to reinstate an 
original wall around a site rather than simply tidying the mess.

The	simplest,	cheapest	form	of	action	in	the	first	instance	may	be	for	
property owners and the local authority to work together to secure 
guidance	for	appropriately-qualified	specialists.	The	pursuit	of	these	
matters by means of legislation can take a long time – sometimes 
years or decades. 

Summary
It is imperative that a consistent, transparent and public approach 
to enforcement is taken by the Local Authority. This will require 
appropriate resourcing.
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The previous chapters have examined the measures which, if carried 
out, would enhance and protect the St Day Conservation Area. This 
short chapter summarises these measures and suggests an order 
of priorities. Because of the character of the Conservation Area, the 
division of responsibility in caring for it is bound to be complex. 
However, this is a timely moment to implement the recommendations 
of this strategy, as they can be incorporated within the new Cornwall 
Local Development Framework and its associated documents.

Priorities have been devised as follows:

High: urgent matters which require immediate attention (within  
 2 years) to prevent degradation of the Conservation Area

Medium:  items which would help protect, manage or improve the  
 character and appearance of the Conservation Area, to be  
	 undertaken	within	two-five	years

Low:	 enhancement	which	would	have	a	benefit,	but	not	an		
 immediate priority

Actions arising from this Management Strategy

Adopting, monitoring and updating this Plan
This document has been subject to formal consultation with elected 
Members, public and stakeholders and has been amended in light of 
comments made (see Statement of Community Involvement).  This 
document was not put to Kerrier District Council for adoption as the 
mechanism for adopting and making policy ceased as the creation of 
the new unitary Cornwall Council approached. 

This	document	should	be	ratified	and	adopted	by	Cornwall	Council.	

10.0 Implementation
10.0 Kowlwrians

A new Cornwall Local Development Framework team is working on a 
Core Strategy for Cornwall, bringing together previous saved and draft 
Local Plan and LDF work. It is recommended that the Management 
Strategy element of this document, is put forward for adoption as 
material consideration. The principles in the Management Strategy 
would need to be reviewed in line with policies in the adopted Core 
Strategy. A Sustainability Appraisal will need to be produced and the 
Statement of Community Involvement updated following a statutory 
period of public consultation.

It	is	important	that	the	Management	Plan	is	reviewed	within	five	years	
of its adoption. This review should monitor and assess how many of 
the	actions	specified	here	have	been	achieved,	or	how	they	should	be	
amended in the light of other events. The review process should be 
accompanied by consultation workshops.

Action Responsibility Priority Timescale

Evaluate the principles set out in 
this document and adopt as local 
policy

Local authority High Within two years

Formerly consult on and adopt 
this document as council policy 
and material consideration

Local authority High Within two years

Link the principles set out here to 
the LDF

Local authority High Within two years

Management and enhancement principles
Chapter 8 set out a series of principles by which the character and 
appearance of the St Day Conservation Area could be maintained and 
enhanced, relating to the following themes:

•	 Public	realm,	including	paving,	signage,	lighting,	street	furniture

•	 Landscape

•	 Views

•	 Traffic	and	movement

•	 New	building

•	 Building	maintenance

•	 Historic	detailing	and	materials

•	 Sustainability



10
.0

  Im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n

44 St Day Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Strategy / March 2010 Alan Baxter

Action Responsibility Priority Timescale

Application and monitoring of 
Article 4 directions to protect 
significant	architectural	and	
historic	features;	produce	guide	
for affected properties

Local authority High Within	12	months;	
ongoing monitoring

Add	buildings	identified	in	
the Appraisal as being of local 
interest	to	a	local	list	of	significant	
buildings

Local authority High Within	12	months;	
ongoing monitoring

Investigate options and funding 
for the repair and reuse of Holy 
Trinity Church and the former 
Methodist Chapel on Scorrier 
Street,	both	significant	buildings	
at risk

Local authority with local 
partners

High Within 12 months

Extend the Conservation Area Local authority High Within 12 months

Identify and evaluate options for 
gap/opportunity	sites	identified	in	
this document

Local authority with input 
from local partners

High Within 12-18 months

Inclusion and protection of 
views	deemed	significant	in	
the Appraisal within the Local 
Development Framework

Local authority Medium Within three years

Monitor Buildings at Risk Local authority and local 
partners

Ongoing Ongoing

Monitor and enforce unauthorised 
changes to listed buildings/
changes to unlisted buildings 
which require permission by virtue 
of C.A. designation

Local authority, and local 
partners where appropriate

Ongoing Ongoing

Serve Urgent Works and Untidy 
Site notices

Local authority Ongoing Ongoing, when necessary
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Protection and enforcement action points
Chapter 9 discussed how statutory and local policy are essential to 
the protection of the Conservation Area’s special qualities. A series of 
Action Points was set out, and these should be implemented within 
the	next	three	years	in	the	first	instance	and	thereafter	on	an	ongoing	
basis:

Action Responsibility Priority Timescale

Review street furniture and public 
realm;	devise	integrated	strategy,	
especially for lighting, parking

Local authority with input 
from local partners as 
necessary

High Within 12 months

Review, rationalise and enhance 
signage, advertisements etc

Local authority with local 
partners

Medium Within two years

Production/publicisation of 
guidance literature on historic 
detailing, windows, local 
materials, community DIY actions, 
sustainability

Local authority with local 
partners

Medium Within two years

Investigate potential for 
floodlighting of Clock Tower and 
Holy Trinity Church

Local authority with local 
partners

Medium Within two years

Enhance paving at the junction 
of Scorrier Street and Telegraph 
Street

Local authority and local 
partners 

Medium Within two years

Investigate potential for low-
key landscaping to Holy Trinity 
Churchyard

Local authority and local 
partners 

Medium Within two years

Annual community ‘tidy up’ Local partners Ongoing Ongoing

Management and enhancement actions
Chapter 8 also set out various action points by which principles 
could be implemented with special reference to Porthleven. They are 
summarised here for ease of reference. The Local Authority should 
take the lead in establishing the feasibility, responsibility and funding 
for these projects.

Resourcing
The preceding section indicates the extent to which the Conservation 
Area can be a shared responsibility. However, inevitably the principal 
burden in caring for it falls upon the Local Planning Authority, not 
least because of the obligations placed upon it by the planning 
legislation. It is essential that the authority commits adequate 
resources to enable it to exercise its powers and responsibilities, and 
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Historic sources
The principal sources for the historical analysis contained in this report 
have been:

The Cahill Partnership and Cornwall Archaeological Unit, Cornwall 
Industrial Settlements Initiative. St Day (2002)

The Mining Villages. St Day. Town Trail

Nikolaus Pevsner and E. Radcliffe, The Buildings of England: Cornwall 
(Harmondsworth, 1970)

John C.C. Probert, Worship and devotion of Cornish Methodism (1978)

St Day Newsletter. Mining Villages Festival 2008

St Day Parish Plan (August 2008)

11.0 Bibliography
11.0 Rol Lyvrow

Local authority reports 
Kerrier District Council, Local Plan: revised deposit draft (2004)

Cornwall County Council, Cornwall Structure Plan (2004)

Cornwall County Council, The Cornish Building Stone and Slate Guide 
(2007)

Cornwall and West Devon Landscape Mining Partnership, Cornwall 
and West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage Site Management 
Plan, 2005-2010 (2005)

National policy documents
CABE/Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, Paving the Way (2002)

CABE/English Heritage, Building in context: new development in historic 
areas (2001)

English Heritage, Streets for All: South West (2001)

English Heritage, Guidance on Conservation Area Appraisals (2005)

English Heritage, Guidance on the management of Conservation Areas 
(2006)

English Heritage, Conservation Principles: Policies and guidance for the 
sustainable management of the historic environment (2008)

Planning Policy Guidance 15: Planning and the historic environment 
(1994)

Planning Policy Guidance 16: Archaeology (1990)
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In order to create a robust document and gain consensus amongst 
interested stakeholders and members of the local public, a rigorous 
consultation process has been undertaken. Prior to the production 
of this document, the consultant team met with stakeholders to gain 
their	input	into	the	project.	More	specifically,	we	asked	stakeholders	
to provide us with their local knowledge of the elements that make St 
Day unique, and what they feel will best lead to the preservation and 
enhancement of St Day.  

A	first	consultation	event	was	held	in	December	2008.		The	draft	
reports were available for public download on Kerrier District Council’s 
website, together with a questionnaire.  A leaflet summarising the 
study was made available at the Post Office for three weeks.  Two 
consultation	events	were	held	on	3	December.	At	the	first,	for	
stakeholders, the work was introduced and a walkabout to highlight 
key issues took place, followed by much productive discussion.  An 
interesting discussion took place which was a chance to capture 
concerns and comments, and feedback forms also circulated for more 
detailed responses and technical comments.  Attendees included local 
councillors, officers of Kerrier District Council, and local organisations.  
Amongst the issues treated to vigorous discussion were possible 
extensions to the Conservation Area, traffic and parking, and open 
space in/around the village.

Appendix 1
Statement of community involvement

Subsequently an open session provided a chance for people from the 
local communities to see the summary poster boards and the report. 
This provided useful local input and highlighted key issues including 
particular concerns with traffic and certain historic buildings in the 
town.  Feedback forms were handed out.  

This feedback has been carefully registered and each comment 
or issue responded to by Kerrier District Council.
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Stakeholder Responses from workshop held  
3rd December 2008 at St. Day Community Hall  

Respondent Comments Answers

Vernon Baldry 

(Whilst I serve on the Parish Council and am Hon. 
Secretary of ASDG the foregoing are my personal 
remarks and must not be attributed to either of 
those organisations)

1. The one you must have heard about is the name of the old church. It is not “All Saints” it is “Holy Trinity”.

2. pp 12. Strictly speaking the Great County Adit is not 40 miles long, that gives the impression of this being 
a continuos length. It extended to total length of 30 to 40 miles serving an area of 5,550 acres with a straight 
line extent from the portal of 5 1/2 miles. (See “The Great County Adit” by J A Buckley pp 80.

3. pp 12.  No tin discovered beneath the copper in the St Day area. It is also contended that following the 
1865/66 copper crash the mines were abandoned and that development below the copper did not take 
place.

4.	20th	century	development	has	also	taken	place	at	Trenant	and	Springfield	Way.	These	border	on	the	
current conservation area and are quite extensive.

5. Traffic in the centre of the village is getting more and more use by through heavy vehicles. The 
T7 bus service runs right through Fore Street and Church Street and frequently can not get through 
owing to parked vehicles.  The parish council have proposed to the bus company re-route the service 
along Telegraph Street and Telegraph Hill to the B3298 and thence back up Vicarage Hill thus avoiding 
the most congested area.  The PC is also asking County Highways to investigate a weight limit to keep HGV’s 
out the the village.

6. pp 17. There are many brick built properties of St Day brick. St Day brick is of a very coarse texture and 
is unsuitable for face work. In addition it will absorb its own weight of water. Building of St Day brick are 
always rendered.

7. pp 21. I suggest that the paving stones in front of doorways are survivors of full granite paving being 
tokens of antiquating. Market Square is also newly surfaced with granite sets.  Orange pole bins are also to 
be found in Fore Street and Carew Road.

8. pp 22. The paving at West End is modern. Witness the granite channel stones in the paved area. In my 
opinion this is verging on dangerous.

9.	pp	25.	St	Day	has	five	shops,	two	pubs	and	a	chipper.	One	of	the	shops	(Co-Op)	closes	on	Saturday.

10. pp 26.  Undeveloped area north of Buckingham Terrace has planning consent for a small estate of 
houses some of which are three storied.

11. pp 27. Example of rendering and plastic door is in Church Street and the plastic door is far from alone.

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Action to Highways to look at HGV weight limits.
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Respondent Comments Answers

12. pp 31. St Day PC tried to get Mineral Tramways to make a route from the drive to Killifreth Farm, over the 
B3298 and to St Day via footpath 8 but the demurred.

13. pp 40. Action St Day Group (ASDG) is currently in negotiation with the Diocese of Truro concerning 
the Old Holy Trinity Church.  ASDG is holding a public meeting on 11DEC to ascertain the opinion of the 
residents of St Day with a view to forming a steering group to take the project forward. For my own part I 
have	little	confidence	in	the	participation	of	local	authorities	since	they	can,	as	they	did	with	the	Trevithick	
Trust, pull the plug and ruin a viable and progressive organisation. It is very early days but an endowment 
fund with the interest  passing to the organisation that takes on the Old Church.  

That’s it on the draft document but there is a point concerning your leaflet.  Action St Day already does 
three or four litter picks a year and the PC employs a street cleaner.

 

Action by local group most welcome, and should 
not need the involvement of the local authority.

1530/40/AFa

St Day stakeholder meeting

3 December 2008 

What is the character of St Day?

A dormitory 
A town of historic importance, especially within Cornish mining – traces still visible

A snapshot of the mining boom

A historic place of pilgrimage

Somewhere with lots of historic shopfronts

A merchant village which supplied the mining area but which was not a mining village with lots of row 
houses

A range of local shops

Views 
Can walk in all directions and look at the village

Panorama from Gwennap Pit

Key local buildings

What is striking is not the individual buildings but their value as a group

Clock

Old church

Methodist chapel on the skyline

Good shopfront details

Agree that it is the group value of the buildings 
representing a mining settlement which is why it is 
in the WHS.
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Respondent Comments Answers

Threats

Parking, especially at the end of the day. Some parking is needed for businesses: if people can’t park, they 
won’t shop here. 20-minute parking by shops might work but could be a problem of supervision. Is there 
potential to create a new car park?

Co-Op closure will cause a shift in the centre of the village to Church Street

Bus traffic – buses get stuck

Action to investigate car park location to alleviate 
congestion in middle of village.

Enhancement

New housing in Cornish style sets a good precedent for the village

Extra people will give critical mass and will support local school etc

Problem that much existing housing is occupied by older people – the village should be more varied

Should encourage small workshops – shopfronts actually ideal live/work units! Why build new ones when 
there are plenty already in St Day that could be used, rather than simply converting them into residential.

Co-Op could become a community café/bookshop/gallery/museum

Measures to prevent uPVC and satellite dishes (Article 4) would be good – need a homeowners’ guide to 
this.

Need for a permanent surgery.

 

What is the demand for live/work units? Agree that 
former shops would be ideal for this use if there is 
demand.

Local list

Shopfronts

Reservoir building

Resourcing

St Day a priority for next round of HERS scheme 

Value shown by Market Square scheme which stimulated regeneration in St Day

Unlikely to be any area grants scheme in the near 
future.

Agree, that previous grant programme to renew 
Market	Square	has	had	a	significant	effect	on	the	
image of the village.

World Heritage Site

Issue with hilly topography which makes life difficult for cyclists/walkers coming from the mineral tramways

Not many facilities for visitors – shop is useful, but only the pub at Vogue is open at lunchtime (though it has 
a helpful car park)
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Respondent Comments Answers

Public realm

Damage to kerbstones from lorries (general issue with HGVs in village)

Possibility of weight limits to improve this?

Lots of poles and wires – what can be done to improve this? Utility company considering combining cables 
so that there would be a single wire rather than four.

Improvements – narrow yellow lines on road in CA’s because less intrusive

Street lighting not v imaginative

Possibility to floodlight clock tower/church?

Action to Highways to look at weight limits.

Better combined approach to street furniture, 
removal of clutter, and less standard approach 
such as painting of yellow lines, would improve 
appearance.

Possible extensions to the CA

Vogue

Churchyard (only half currently included)

School

Remove Bosawna?

Buildings at Risk

Methodist Chapel

Church



Ap
pe

nd
ix

 1

52 St Day Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Strategy / March 2010 Alan Baxter

Respondent Comments Answers

Nola O’Donnell, Landscape Architect, KDC Landscape Character Assessment

There is no reference to the Cornwall County Council landscape character assessment project nor to 
Landscape Character Unit descriptions Ref. www.cornwalllandscapes.org.uk 

Conservation Area Designation

The conservation area should be extended if possible to include the eastern part of the historic churchyard 
and the land North to Vicarage Hill to include Glebe House and its grounds. The reason is because the whole 
of the church yard is the setting for the church ruin albeit a later addition and the Glebe House was formerly 
part of the vicarage and its grounds are of historic importance.

Key Landscape Features 

Public Realm / Streetscapes
The key commercial streets of St Day are Fore Street, Church Street and Scorrier Street which retain historic 
shop fronts and workshops. These are urban commercial in character and the pavements still retain historic 
granite kerbing and stone slabs. There area only three public civic spaces- the Market Square off Fore Street, 
the set back entrance to Holy Trinity Church and a small partially walled formal seating area on Buckingham 
Terrace which was formed from a derelict plot a few years ago. This work was funding from ERDF Objective 
5b. It appears from the 1888 map that there were built structures at this location though it became either a 
garden or yard by 1908.

Landmarks 
St Day Church and the Market Tower are the principal landmark features of St Day. These have been 
identified	in	the	strategy.

Significant	Tree	Cover 
The	distribution	of	significant	tree	cover	is	concentrated	to	the	south	of	Fore	Street	and	east	of	Church	
Street mainly in large private gardens and in the grounds of Holy Trinity Church and surrounding properties. 
While Conservation status may afford some protection this strategy should give greater weight to their 
preservation.	Significant	tree	stands	are	present	east	of	the	historic	church	in	a	belt	stretching	from	Vicarage	
Road to Church Hill.

Significant	Gardens	[	Ref	Pgs	23,	24	] 
The	draft	strategy	identified	that	most	of	the	older	housing	stock	within	the	village	have	large	gardens.	One	
of	the	threats	to	these	and	specifically	to	grand	houses	and	their	associated	gardens	is	the	interpretation	
of	government	policy	PPS3	for	higher	housing	density	and	infill	brownfield	development.	Technically,	
gardens,	even	very	large	gardens	or	fair	fields	are	classed	as	brownfield	and	are	exposed	to	potential	
destruction.

 

This should be examined as part of the revisions 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ensure reference made to tree cover. 
 
 
 
 

Ensure reference made to gardens and their 
protection	from	infill	development	where	
appropriate.

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=29058
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Respondent Comments Answers

Large gardens play an important role in providing the setting for historic houses and are also invaluable for 
ensuring biodiversity and maintaining small bird species populations. A priori any potential change in status 
should be to provide public open space as garden of interest. Government guidance gives local authorities 
increased power to set local policies and standards to protect gardens in particular areas e.g. leafy suburbs 
and rural villages. Councils can:

1.	 Set	strong	and	specific	local	policies	that	protect	gardens	in	particular	areas.	

2.	 set	individual	brownfield	targets	that	apply	only	to	backyards	separating	it	out	from	truly	derelict	land	
and	vacant	sites	(	which	ought	to	be	the	target	sites	for	brownfield	development	)	

3. identify the need for gardens and other green spaces in plans for new developments, turning down 
applications that do not meet this need. 

It	is	important	that	the	strategy	specifically	addresses	this	issue	because	if	it	does	not,	intensive	infill	
development and garden grabbing can lead to serious and irretrievable damage to loss of character. Ideally 
any	redevelopment	should	be	confined	to	situations	where	the	existing	grand	house	is	an	unsafe	structure	
beyond repair or refurbishment. Associated gardens should be afforded full protection against destruction.

It would be useful to illustrate the distribution of larger gardens as an isolated layer in plan. (see attached 
plan.)

Open	Space	&	Parks	[	Ref.	Pgs	24	

Apart from the grounds of the historic church of St Thomas which lies within the village Conservation Area, 
there are 5 other open spaces outside the CA boundary. They are:

Carew Road 
Carew Open space –north side of the road created following the collapse of a house through mine 
instability 

Weal Jewel Play area – on the south side, an equipped play area
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Respondent Comments Answers

Balcoath
Balcoath open space – a small open space area just west of Balcoath 

Trenant Play Area northwest of Chapel Street.

Vogue
Vogue	playing	field,	a	substantial	open	space	outside	St	Day	village	boundary	but	within	easy	walking	
distance in the small settlement of Vogue

Car Parking 
St Day does not have adequate off-street car parking to support local businesses. On street parking is 
limited, heavily needed and used by residents but clogging the flow of traffic and reportedly causing 
potential	customers	to	move	on	rather	than	spend	time	circulating	until	they	find	a	space.	This	has	an	
adverse effect on the environmental air quality, the public realm aesthetic and local businesses viability. 

Management And Future Development

Public Realm / Streetscapes 
The objective for management and enhancement of public realm – paving and streetscapes is well stated. 

Landscape	Planting	And	Green	Space	[	Pg	34] 
This section is weak. It fails to recognise existing green spaces though it does make valuable suggestions 
to	encourage	garden	management.	The	village	has	benefited	from	earlier	ERDF	funded	schemes	
demonstrating that both the parish and KDC have worked to enhance the village when funding could be 
sourced.

Significant	Tree	Cover
Because trees contribute to the character of Conservation Areas they are theoretically afforded protection 
from the designation. To ensure that such protection is effectively administered a full comprehensive tree 
survey should be carried out for the Conservation Area and areas outside of it to determine the condition 
and	importance	of	its	trees.	Significant	trees	immediately	outside	the	Conservation	Area	should	be	covered	
by TPO protection. Perhaps this could be added as an action point on pg 42.

 

 
 

Action to examine possibility of car park. 
 
 
 

 

Mention previous ERDF schemes such as Market 
Square.  
 
 

Action to ensure adequate information and 
protection of trees.
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Respondent Comments Answers

Gardens 
There is a need to provide a good range of garden typologies within the village to cater for the varying 
needs of the local community. There should also be strategic planning and provision for communal 
allotments within walking distance. St Day used to have community allotments immediately north of the CA 
boundary of chapel street. These have been lost to development and there is a re-emerging need to provide 
new	allotments.	St	Day	has	good	access	to	outlying	fields	which	immediately	abut	the	CA	Boundary.	Ideal	
areas	for	allotment	provision	are	the	fields	immediately	outside	of	the	CA	boundary	east	of	Scorrier	Street	or	
southwest opposite Vogue Hill – West End.

There	is	a	centrally	situated	field	which	has	planning	permission	for	housing	[PA08/00192/RM]	which	
would be better suited to providing a park especially in view of the suggestion that it may be the site of 
an ancient chapel. Should the approval for housing lapse then if it is possible it should be re-designated 
for strategic park development. The fact that this development obtained permission when there were 
reasonable objections on historic and conservation grounds belies a weakness in C A designation as a tool 
for sensitive development. It is neither follows the built pattern of Balcoath from which it will be accessed 
nor does it compliment the historic grain. The strategy needs to seek to avoid this happening again through 
a more careful assessment of design proposals through the planning process to ensure only good quality 
developments	are	built	[PPS3].	

Car Parking 
There is a stated need for small easily accessible parking lot close to the main commercial shopping streets. 
Possible	locations	are	the	fields	east	of	the	CA	boundary	just	off	Vicarage	Hill.	If	such	parking	were	to	be	
provided it would need to be clearly demonstrated as a need and must be carefully designed in sympathy 
with the CA with tree planting and an unbound surface to prevent surface water run –of.

Provision of a strategic parking should not be used to ban on-street parking which is a vital aspect of the 
town though it would undoubtedly reduce the impact.

Specific	Comments	On	Document: 
Pg 24 plan should show open spaces in Carew Road, Balcoath and Trenant which are close to the CA 
boundary.

Public consultation: 

7 people attended

Recommend that brickworks included in CA.

Interest in Vogue CA extension.
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Public responses to Questionnaire and Feedback Form

Question Respondent Comments Answers

Please list those things you feel are distinctive or 
special about St. Day

1 1. Clock tower

2. Churches – all of them

3. Its rural nature

2 1. The largely unspoilt/modernised architecture & layout

2. The surrounding green spaces & farmsteads & their accessibility.

3. The quiet nature of the village.

3 1. Community spirit

2. Sense of history

3. Good range of shops for small place

4. Good mix of housing – architecturally and socially

4 1. Town clock

2. Old Church Tower

3. Fore Street

Please tell us which views of St. Day you enjoy most 1 From my front room (Cedric House)

2 1. From the hill top at St Day Road (from Redruth): glimpsing the whole of St Day & 
its setting within the landscape.

2.	From	the	field	gateway	at	the	corner	of	Forth	An	Eglos/Brickworks	Hill:	looking	
across towards Vogue & north up the valley to Wheal Grambler Engine House on 
the horizon (many people stop to look here)

3 Coming home and seeing the spires of the old church and the town clock.  Rural 
views from every exit road.

4 Looking at village from Trefula

What are St. Day’s strengths? 1 1. Location

2. Community

2 1. Good sense of community & pride in industrial past

2. Rural location yet close to towns, coast & cycle paths etc.

3 1. Its people

2. Having a school and services for pre-school children

3. Vibrant range of organisations
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Question Respondent Comments Answers

4 1. Community

2. Shops and Post Office

3. Meeting places

4. Church and Chapel

What are the worst aspects of the Conservation 
Area?

1 1. Many properties already ‘spoiled’

2 1. Lack of central square or public area

2. Lack of local businesses & amenities

3. Lack of car parking – for residents, meaning excessive parking of cars on 
the street, but also a designated parking area to encourage visitors (such as in 
Chacewater for example)

Action to examine need for a car park.

3 1. Neglect of old church

2. Poor paving in some areas

3. Primitive Methodist Chapel should be used rather than left empty

4. House at junction of Scorrier and Church Street

4 1. Loss of shops in Fore Street

2. Old primitive Chapel

3. Old Church

What aspects of the Conservation Area most need 
protecting or improving?

2 The modern lighting, plastic street signs & bins, yellow lines & such like let down the 
historic character of the ‘town’ centre. The use/reinstatement of granite kerb stones 
(such as the recent work in the centre of Redruth) or traditional street lights (such 
as the new copper Victorian-style lamps at Carharrack) would improve this. Some 
properties	in	the	centre	are	also	poorly	maintained	and/or	vacant	&	would	benefit	
from grants & restoration schemes to help refurbish them – they give a negative & 
lasting impression to visitors. The former Methodist Chapel & shopfronts on Scorrier 
Street (such as that depicted on bottom right of page 27 in the report) are examples 
of	buildings	that	would	greatly	benefit	from	this.	Also,	the	now	empty	former	Co-
op has an ugly modern façade – the only one in St Day. (If the Conservation area is 
extended to include Vogue – the bus shelter is much needed but overly modern & 
would be far preferable if built from local traditional materials, such as at Breage!)

Better approach to street furniture required.

Unlikely to be an area grant scheme in the near future. 
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Question Respondent Comments Answers

3 As response to q4 – 

Neglect of old church

Poor paving in some areas

Primitive Methodist Chapel should be used rather than left empty

House at junction of Scorrier and Church Street

4 Old Church

Do you agree with the introduction of Article 4 
directions which would require permission to be 
sought for changes that affect historic features?

1 Yes with reservations – funding must be in place to enable people to maintain 
properties

Funding unlikely to be available for private owners to 
maintain	their	property.	Information	on	the	cost-benefits	of	
property maintenance and traditional materials might help 
people to make informed decisions.

2 Yes, in principal as long as an element of flexibility/common sense & appropriate 
financial	support	is	applied	to	undertake	alternative	traditional	(&	usually	more	
expensive) solutions. 

Being	a	custodian	of	historically	significant	architecture	should	not	become	a	
burden. For example, would the addition of a storm porch constructed from 
concrete block & Upvc be disallowed &

Financial support unlikely to be available. See above over 
information	on	cost-benefit	over	long	term. 

Yes it might if it adversely affected the character of the 
Conservation Area.

3 Yes

4 Yes

Should any other areas of St. Day be included in the 
Conservation Area?

2 1. Vogue – brickworkers cottages, the Star Inn, Shute, boundary stone etc.

2. The (converted) reservoir (1828) in Carew Road

3.	 The	eastern	half	of	the	Holy	Trinity	church	yard	which	is	historically	significant	to	
St Day & an area of public green space.

This should be examined as part of the revisions.

4 Vogue Hill, School area

Any other comments? 2 Generally I am in favour of the Conservation Area & its objectives. I feel strongly 
about maintaining the existing historic architecture & associated atmosphere in St 
Day. I also believe it is important to control new developments & any modernisation 
in the area in order to sustain this original character.

We live in a 1700s house on the outskirts of the village (outside the CA) & recently 
had the modern render & paint removed to expose the original stonework & (St 
Day) brick lintels. This has made a huge difference to the appearance & added to 
the character of the area, however, it was costly to undertake. We also have original 
stone garden walls, some over 6’ tall – if these were to become unstable/unsafe 
or	significantly	damaged	it	would	be	very	expensive	to	replace	them	like-for-like.	
Therefore, I do hope that any residents who will have to meet the associated 
requirements	of	living	in	a	Conservation	Area	will	benefit	from	the	appropriate	
encouragement,	advice	&	financial	support.

 
 
 

There	is	unlikely	to	be	financial	support	available	to	
private	owners.	The	cost-benefits	will	need	to	be	taken	
into account, and generally properties that are better 
maintained and which retain their character have a higher 
value.

3 The School

4 When Parish Council inform you of problems they need following up Resource and prioritisation ssue for Council.
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