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Summary of special character 
The following factors contribute towards Roskear and 

Tuckingmill’s special and distinctive character: 
 

It is a former industrial and residential area that sits 
in a linear fashion aside a steep and busy main road. 

 
Robust, classical industrial buildings still remain, often 

in various states of neglect, in front of the backdrop 
of South Crofty, which was Europe’s last working tin 

mine. 
 

Tuckingmill enjoys international significance through 
remaining industrial buildings that produced jute for 

the world’s first safety fuse. 
 

It has distinctive long terraced working houses 

 
There are large, imposing detached houses amid 

greenery in Roskear. 
 

A quality group of remaining historic buildings can be 
found at the junction of Pendarves Street and East 

Hill. 
 

There is a busy main road with an intrusive traffic 
calming system. 

 
There are striking, robust boundary walls in the area. 
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Roskear (View 10 page 29) 

1.0  

Introduction  

Pendarves Street (View 5 page 29) 
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The project draws upon previous work undertaken 

by the Cornwall and Scilly Urban Survey (CSUS) in 
2004 and Cornwall Industrial Settlements Initiative 

(CISI) in 2002, which should be referred to for   
further detail on the history and character of   

Tuckingmill and Roskear. 

The Appraisal identifies the special interest that has 

justified the designation of the Tuckingmill and 
Roskear Conservation Areas. It then looks at how 

that special interest can be preserved and          
enhanced, and also what threats it faces. 

 
The Management Strategy which forms the second 

part of this document is essentially a plan of action 
based on the findings in the Appraisal. It includes 

general recommendations for the use of planning 
controls across the area as a whole, as well as   

specific recommendations for particular streets and 
locations. 

 
 
 

This document has been produced in conjunction 

with the local community and seeks to reinforce a 
sense of local pride and identity in Roskear and 

Tuckingmill. A public consultation meeting about 
this study was held in Tuckingmill on 24th February 

2009, attended by representatives of local          
organisations. A careful record was kept of the 

points raised at that meeting, all of which have 
been taken into account in producing the final    

version of this document. 

Pendarves Street (imagebank) View 4 page 29 
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alignment and design character of the area; where 

it preserves existing heritage or architectural     
features; where it incorporates local building styles 

or materials; and where it preserves and enhances 
the character and appearance of the conservation 

area (other than in exceptional cases). The setting 
of the conservation area is also recognised as being 

important. 
 

Chapter 4 of the KDL Plan comprises a             
comprehensive set of policies covering the built  

environment, including discussion of archaeology, 
conservation areas, and listed buildings.A Local   

Development Framework (LDF) will be produced for 
Cornwall, and it is envisaged that a Core Strategy 

will be adopted c.2011. An Area Action Plan for the 

Camborne, Pool, Illogan and Redruth area is     
currently being prepared; it is intended this will be 

adopted as part of the LDF. The Area Action Plan 
will provide  detailed proposals and planning     

policies for the Tuckingmill & Roskear areas,        
including heritage issues.  

 
Regeneration context 
 

International, national and local agencies have  
recognised the importance of the regeneration of 

the Camborne, Pool and Redruth area. It is      
identified as a strategically important settlement in 

the European Union Objective 1 Single              
Programming Document and an ‘employment 

growth centre’. The Government identified      
Camborne as a significant part of a ‘Principal      

Regeneration Area’ in the Regional Planning     
Guidance for the South West (RPG10, 2001). This 

is due to be replaced by the Draft Regional Spatial  

Strategy which identifies Tuckingmill and Roskear 

(as part of the Camborne, Redruth, Pool and       
Illogan areas) as a strategically significant urban 

area within Cornwall and as such indicates it as an 
area for growth. The South West Regional          

Development Agency (South West RDA) has     
identified Tuckingmill and Roskear are one of 5 

strategic locations to support in the region. 
 

In response to the above context the Camborne 
Redruth Pool Urban Regeneration Company (URC) 

was set up in 2002. It works in co-operation with 
the South West RDA and the Homes and Communi-

ties Agency (formerly English Partnerships). An  
Urban Framework Plan was prepared in 2001 with 

recommendations for the area. The URC has devel-

oped regeneration strategies and is now working 
with both private and public sector partners to 

bring forward a number of projects from the UFP.   
 

A great deal has already been done to promote the 
regeneration of the town, including: 

 
• Camborne, Roskear and Tuckingmill        

Townscape Heritage Initiative (2008-2013) 
(funded by Heritage Lottery Fund, Homes and 

Communities Agency, Camborne Town    
Council) 

 

National planning policies 

 
The power to designate conservation areas      

originates in the 1967 Civic Amenities Act; the 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 

Act 1990 updated and consolidated previous      
legislation. 
 

A full statement of policies for the identification and 

protection of the historic built environment is set 
out in Planning Policy Guidance 15 (PPG15, 1994). 

Conservation areas are defined as ‘areas of special 
architectural or historic interest the character or 

appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or 
enhance’ (para 4.5). PPG15 and PPG16 are due to 

be replaced with a combined document, PPS5, in 
the near future. 
 

A direction under Article 4 of the Town and Country 

Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 
1995 may be required to preserve the character or 

appearance of the conservation area, or part of it. 
 

Local planning policy 
 

Local planning policy is shaped by the Cornwall 
Council Structure Plan, elaborated by the Kerrier 

District Local Plan. The Revised Deposit Draft Local 
Plan was prepared in 2002 with pre-inquiry 

changes in 2004. It was not formally adopted, but 
is currently used as material consideration in      

decision making. This Conservation Area Appraisal 
will  therefore inform the preparation of the Area 

Action Plan regarding the historic environment. 
 

Policies B.EN9 and B.EN10 seek to protect listed 
buildings such that their special interest is not 

compromised by inappropriate work to the building 
or its setting. Policies B.EN11 and B.EN12 adopt a 

similar approach for conservation areas:            
development in such places will be permitted 

where: it respects the scale, height, massing,  

6         Tuckingmill & Roskear Conservation Area Appraisal 
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This Appraisal should be read in conjunction with 

the wider national, regional and local planning   
policy and guidance. 

 
Relevant documents include: 

 
• Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation     

Areas) Act 1990. 
 

• Planning Policy Guidance 15: Planning and the 
Historic Environment. 

 
• Planning Policy Guidance 16: Archaeology and  

Planning. 
 

• Cornwall Structure Plan 2004, particularly   

Policy 2 Character Areas, Design and          
Environmental Protection. 

 

The Appraisal should also complement the         

following reports: 
 

• World Heritage Site Management Plan. 
 

• Cornwall Industrial Settlements Initiative 
(CISI) reports for Camborne and Tuckingmill 

and South Roskear. 
 

• Cornwall & Scilly Urban Survey (CSUS) report 
for Camborne. 

 
• Cornwall & Scillies Urban Survey Report for 

Camborne, Pool and Redruth area. 
 

• Tuckingmill Shopfront Survey. 

 
• Kerrier District Council Shopfront Design 

Guide. 
 

• Camborne-Pool-Redruth Urban Framework 
Plan (December 2001). 

 
• Camborne and Redruth Public Realm Bid (KDC 

August 2003). 
 

• Redruth Regeneration Strategy (2004) (in 
preparation). 

 
• Kerrier District Local Plan Revised Deposit 

Draft (September 2002). 

 
• Schedule of pre-inquiry changes (February 

2004). 
 

Edward Street (View 12 page 29) 
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A view of Church View Road (View 8 page 29) 

A view down Pendarves Street from Roskear (View 5 page 29) 
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Part One  

Appraisal 
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3.0  

The Historic Development of Tuckingmill & Roskear 

A view of the Red River at Chapel Road, Tuckingmill (view 7 

page 29) 

Location and Landscape Setting 
 

Tuckingmill/Roskear is administratively part of 
Camborne, and is part of the Camborne-Redruth 

urban conurbation in the mid-west of Cornwall. It 
is about 4 miles from the north coast, the nearest 

harbour town being Portreath at the mouth of the 
Red River. 

 
The Camborne-Redruth conurbation spreads along 

a relatively narrow mineralised shelf, sloping 
northwards to the sea, on the northern side of the 

Carnmenellis/Carn Brea granite upland. The       
settlements here are strung out along the old 

cross-county road (now the A3047), turnpiked in 

1839, which follows a slight ridgeline within the 
plateau. Cutting north-south across this relatively 

gently sloping landscape are a number of narrow, 
deeply-cut river valleys, their sides made even 

more steep by centuries of exploitation for tin 
streaming and tailing and various other industrial 

processes. Tuckingmill, as its name implies, was 
focused within the valley of the Red River, at the 

point where the main road crossed the stream. It 
is an ancient settlement site, with evidence of    

prehistoric settlement nearby (Roskear itself refers 
to a fortified site, probably a ‘round’). 

 
The Red River Valley and its slopes were the focus 

of industry, whether extractive, processing or 

manufacturing. The landscape here remains one of 
post-industrial dereliction, with much of it the  

subject of ongoing reclamation schemes. However, 
this landscape is not without its own rough-edged 

attractions. it retains a vast store of historic and 
archaeological features and character. 

The upper slopes of the valley are now largely 

given over to scrub woodland, while from distant 
views the central core of Tuckingmill/Roskear is 

surprisingly wooded - a feature not always        
apparent from within the settlement core itself. 

 
The dominant landscape feature in the area is Carn 

Entral, a smaller outlier of the main granite      
outcrop, part of a line of such outcrops including 

Carn Brea and Carnarthen to the east and      
Camborne Hill to the west. Although a relatively 

modest hill, it is locally very prominent and forms 
a backdrop to the settlement when seen from the 

north and the A30 by-pass. It also gives an       
unparalleled view over the whole area with wider 

views out to the sea, with St Agnes Beacon to the 

east and St Ives to the west.  
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Pendarves Road (View 5 page 29) 

Influences on Historical 
Development 

 
General Character and Plan Form 
 

Tuckingmill has a distinct topographic history – it 
has developed from a small hamlet into a           

significant industrial centre. The early settlements 

and industrial sites have gradually coalesced, 
through both a haphazard spread of building and 

by planned blocks of development to form the 
present shape and layout. Perhaps most surprising 

are the still-discernable medieval road and          
settlement patterns and field systems in and 

around the Conservation Area. 
 

The building of the turnpike road of 1839, which is 
still the main A3047 road, opened up development 

land, resulting in the building of typical rows of 
worker’s housing along and off the main road. 

 
The unique effect in Tuckingmill-Roskear of the 

road cutting across the ancient topography was 

that public buildings are strangely scattered along 
the main road (with the chapel sites also dispersed 

among the cottage rows), rather than grouped in 
one nucleus. 

Tuckingmill had a long history as a thriving         

industrial centre, and as a result was often          
re-developed, so that much of the core area 

adjoining the road now has a greater mix of dates, 
uses and building types than the surrounding 

streets. 
 

There are individual buildings and groups of       
outstanding quality here, such as the Bickford-

Smith fuse complex (including the North Lights 
Building), and indeed the whole group of fine 

buildings around the central cross-roads, including 
the Tuckingmill Hotel and the large and bold    

Methodist Chapel. 
 

The historical impact and influence of industry can 

still be seen in Tuckingmill. The tin-clad complex of 
South Crofty tin mine dominates both distant and 

close views, creating a poignant relationship with 
the cottage rows, the heaps of waste looming over 

cottage gardens and one of the best architectural 
groups of any industrial complex in Cornwall. 

 
Tuckingmill/Roskear was at the heart of Cornish  

industry and has as its context some of the     
greatest of all Cornish copper and tin mines 

(Dolcoath/Cook’s Kitchen, the Roskear mines), as 
well as the last surviving Cornish mine at South 

Crofty. From medieval times or earlier right up to 
the 1970s the Red River valley was the scene of 

non-industrial milling, as well as tin streaming and 

processing. There are few places in Cornwall where 
the visible remains of the whole range of extractive 

industries in the county (with the exception 
of china-clay working) can be discerned from the 

earliest times right through to the 1990s. 

In addition to this vast array were the            

manufacturing complexes of some of the best 
known companies in Cornwall – including Bickford-

Smith, Vivian’s, Bartle’s, Holman’s, Bennet’s, and 
the Climax Rock Drill Company. These companies 

were amongst the most innovative in the industry, 
with world-wide reputations. 

 
They built their factories and housed both workers 

and management in a tight urban framework which 
combined both designed elements and an organic 

spread along surrounding country lanes. 
 

While the settlement at Tuckingmill-Roskear never 
rivalled the established centres at Camborne and 

Redruth, a thriving community did develop, with its 

own chapels, shops, hotel, schools, institute and 
one of the best of the 19th century’s new parish 

churches in Cornwall. 
 

Furthermore, the fact that Tuckingmill was leafier, 
more salubrious and had more open space than 

Camborne made it attractive to wealthy residents, 
and made it the obvious place to set up  

Camborne's first rugby ground, a recreation ground 
and Camborne Cricket Club, which are still here.  

Bickfords Buildings today (View 5 page 29) 
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Bickfords Range (View 5 page 29) 
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Origins of Historical 

Development of the Area 
 

Roskear, Tolgarrick and Tuckingmill were medieval 
settlements; there may have been even earlier 

iron-age rounds at both Tolgarrick and Roskear, 
suggested by field names and archaeological 

recording in the 19th century before destruction by 
mining activity. 

 
There are records of mills in the Red River valley as 

early as the 13th century, and the economy of the 
immediate area had a largely agricultural base. 

 
While agriculture remained important until well into 

the 19th Century (especially in Roskear),         

Tuckingmill took on an industrial character       
relatively early on. Tin streaming was probably 

centuries old by the time deep mining for tin      
developed in the late 17th century, with copper 

mining developing slightly later.  By the early 19th 
century Tuckingmill was surrounded by some of the 

greatest of all Cornish Mines, and various industrial 
and manufacturing premises had been set up there 

– leather works, ropewalks, Bickford’s fuse works 
(1831), Vivian’s Foundry (1833) and by 1834, the 

Camborne Town gasworks. 
 

The growing industrial and mining complexes in the 
area attracted improvements in communications. 

In 1837 the Hayle Railway Co. ran its main line to 

the south, with branch lines framing Tuckingmill to 
the west (to North Roskear, including the Boiler 

Works) and to the east (North Crofty). In 1839, the 
old County road running through Tuckingmill 

(Scowbuds-North Roskear Road) was improved by 
a new, straight, turnpike cut to Roskear and on to 

Camborne. Even as late as 1902, when the     
Camborne-Redruth Tramway was laid,               

improvements in communications were adding a 
new layer of activity and prosperity to the central 

area of Tuckingmill. 

Despite the mixed fortunes of Cornish mining and 

industry through the late 19th and early 20th    
centuries Tuckingmill remained relatively          

prosperous until the mid 20th century. This was 
because of a number of factors: 

 
• the strength of the local mines (Dolcoath/

Roskear were the last of the great mines to 
close in the 1920s, South Crofty was the last 

of all Cornish mines to close, and re-opening is 
still being explored) 

 
• the range of industrial activity in and around 

Tuckingmill 
 

• the strong export market for most for the 

products of the fuseworks, rock-drill works and 
foundries. 

 
Decline eventually came in the mid 20th century, 

with Tuckingmill feeling the recession that other 
mining areas had experienced in the late 19th    

century. Signs of the decline were the closures of 
the two branch railways, North Crofty in 1948 and 

North Roskear in 1963; the arteries that had     
originally fed the boom were finally cut. Although 

many of the old industrial sites are now used for 
retailing and light industrial works, Tuckingmill 

shares the same general levels of unemployment 
and economic decline as Camborne. Apart from the 

now relatively quiet complex at South Crofty the 

most obvious activities on the ground today are    
local authority and Government-backed land      

reclamation and regeneration schemes. 
 

Tuckingmill & Roskear Conservation Area Appraisal   13 

The new road in 1839 opened up land for worker’s 

housing and public buildings. Of the two principal 
land-owning families in the area it was the       

Pendarves estate that was busy exploiting their 
mineral rights and developing former agricultural 

land for new housing, shops and public houses. The 
Bassets, as well as developing their own sequence 

of new cottage rows east of the Red River, showed 
more concern for the spiritual needs of the new 

settlement, as befitted their philanthropic         
reputation. They had built both the new Anglican 

parish church (1843-5) with the parish school 
nearby, and given the land for the slightly earlier 

Wesleyan Chapel at Tuckingmill (c. 1841-3). 
 

This difference in approach between the two local 

landowning families reflects the way they had also 
developed Camborne, less in a spirit of               

co-operation and more in competition, with the 
Bassets taking a paternalistic role and the        

Pendarves family being more that of an absentee 
developer. Perhaps fortunately for Tuckingmill the 

local industrial families who came to dominate the 
settlement (particularly the Bickford-Smiths)      

became renowned for their public spiritedness and 
benefactions as much as for their industrial power. 

 
The communal and municipal facilities that         

appeared in the later 19th century were therefore 
provided for a buoyant, populous and active   

working settlement in Tuckingmill, although the        

provision of facilities (such as the Camborne Board 
School at Roskear) shows that Tuckingmill, and   

especially Roskear, was considered part of       
Camborne, despite its separate ecclesiastical 

status. 
 

In addition to the local population, huge numbers 
of pedestrians, cyclists and tram-passengers 

passed through Pendarves Street/East Hill at this 
time, which presented an economic opportunity 

and consequently gave rise to relatively large   
numbers of shops. However, the good              

communications made for easy access to the larger 
centre at nearby Camborne, and even the slightly 

further away Redruth. It had the effect of         

preventing even further growth in social, cultural 
and commercial facilities, despite the relative boom 

time in Tuckingmill in the early 20th century. 
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In the 21st century the commercial vibrancy of 

Tuckingmill is as diminished as its industrial and 
manufacturing activity, although the major      

buildings in the Conservation Area (with the        
exception of the North Lights building) remain in 

extensive commercial use. There are a number of 
specialist shops providing a service to a much 

wider area than the local community. With the    
recent closure of the post office, only the fish and 

chip shop and the newsagent by the Tuckingmill 
Hotel are really of the local ‘corner shop’ type, 

although to some extent this function has been   
replaced by the LIDL supermarket in the old     

Bennets fuseworks complex. 
 

The competition from the larger centres (now     

including the expanding retail complex at nearby 
Pool) has grown as mobility and car-usage have 

increased. The main road remains busy with     
traffic. Despite the very welcome presence of     

on-street parking and an attempt at traffic-
calming, the A3047 remains a busy arterial route 

through the heart of the Camborne-Redruth       
conurbation, with limited opportunity or reason to 

slow down or linger. 
 

With the end of industry and manufacturing and 
despite the substantial commercial activity that   

actually takes place here, Tuckingmill-Roskear is 
now seen largely as a residential settlement. The 

main focus of the Kerrier District Local Plan policies 

for the area has long been the designation of dense 
and extensive housing development proposals on 

nearly all the available brownfield and greenfield 
sites in and around the Conservation Area. This still        

informs the recent changes to the District Local 
Plan, and underlies the proposals for the         

Camborne-Pool-Redruth Urban Regeneration   
Company masterplan. However, there has been a 

welcome move in these later plans to emphasise 
the need to revitalise commercial activity in the 

centre of the conservation area, to preserve rather 
more of the open green spaces and derelict        

industrial land as recreational space, and to seek 
lower densities in housing provision. 
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An aerial view of Tuckingmill with South Crofty Mine visible to the right 
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Historic Tuckingmill & Roskear  OS Map 1888 

Key 

 
  Existing Conservation Area 

 
  

  Proposed boundary extensions 
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Historic Tuckingmill & Roskear  OS Map 1938 

Key 

 
  Existing Conservation Area 

 
  

  Proposed boundary extensions 

March 2010



Topography of Tuckingmill 7 Roskear  OS Map Map  

Geology and topography 
3
.0
 T
h
e
 H
is
to
ric
 D
e
v
e
lo
p
m
e
n
t o
f T
u
c
k
in
g
m
ill &

 R
o
s
k
e
a
r 

Tuckingmill & Roskear Conservation Area Appraisal   17 

Key 

 
  Existing Conservation Area 

 
  

  Proposed boundary extensions 

March 2010



18                 Tuckingmill & Roskear Conservation Area Appraisal 

3
.0
 T
h
e
 H
is
to
ric
 D
e
v
e
lo
p
m
e
n
t o
f T
u
c
k
in
g
m
ill &

 R
o
s
k
e
a
r 

The influence of mining on 
Tuckingmill & Roskear 
 
Tuckingmill is a medieval settlement  name, and 

there are records of mills in the Red River Valley 
going back to the 13th Century. In the 16th century 

there are records of sites at Tehidy Mill, Tolgarrick, 
and ‘Brea’. The economy of the area at this time 

appeared to have had a relatively simple            
agricultural base. 

 
Although by the 16th century mining had probably 

been going on for centuries, the first certifiable           
references to deep mining for copper in the      

Tuckingmill area start from the late 17th century. 

The major copper mines of the 18th and 19th        
centuries were already famous by 1700, Cook’s 

Kitchen for example is recorded by 1690 and there 
is evidence of 17th century workings at Dolcoath. 

Dolcoath and the South Roskear mines appear on 
Martyn’s 1748 map. 

 
Tuckingmill’s location being at the only major 

crossing point of the steep sided river valley     
provided a power source for agricultural and       

industrial mills and for tin streaming. Wheal Crofty, 
Wheal Susan and Long Close were within the    

present built up area. Steam engines are first     
recorded at Dolcoath in 1758, allowing exploitation 

of mineral reserves further away from the bottom 

of the valley. 
 

The establishment of Bickford’s fuse works in 1831 
was a major point in the development of         

Tuckingmill, although other industrial and      
manufacturing premises had been established 

there by the early 19th century. By 1833 Vivian’s 
Foundry had been set up next door to Bickford’s 

fuse works and by 1834 Bickford had set up his 
gasworks on the north side of the road. 

 
A consequence of the development of mining and 

industry was improved communications. In 1837 
the Hayle Railway Co. ran its main line to Redruth 

to the south of Tuckingmill, creating good access to 

Dolcoath and Cook’s / Tincroft mines. Two other 
branch lines ran to the two other major sites north 

of Tuckingmill at North Roskear and North Crofty.  

Road links were improved in 1839 when the old 

County road running through Tuckingmill was     
improved by a turnpike, and a new road cut to 

Roskear and to Camborne. These new roads linked 
in with the provision of workers’ housing near to 

the industrial sites. 
 

Copper production at the local mines was at its 
highest point in the 1850s, and declined thereafter. 

The focus shifted to tin production, with production 
at its highest in the late 1860s. The stream works 

and arsenic works which covered the bottom of the 
Red River Valley developed as the century went on. 

By the end of the 19th century much of the mining 
in the area was in a state of decline. There was a 

revival in mining around 1900, and Dolcoath for 

example was employing over 1000 people by the 
end of the century. By 1912 only 6 mines            

remained, and by 1921 Dolcoath had closed.      

Fortunately for Tuckingmill there was continuous 
employment in local manufacturing and engineer-

ing industries throughout the 19th century and 
skilled workers emigrating was less of a problem 

than in other areas. 
 

Manufacturing and engineering around Tuckingmill 
continued to expand throughout the 19th century, 

with a new fuseworks at Roskear, Bartle’s Foundry, 
Holman Brothers’ Foundry (1839) at the current 

Tesco site and the Climax Rock drill works between 
Tuckingmill and Pool. These well established sites 

continued to expand into the 20th century. In terms 
of mining, by the mid 20th century only South 

Crofty remained, and was closed by 1997. The 

streaming works in the Red River continued until 
the 1970s. Bickford’s closed down in 1961.  

  View of South Crofty from Lidls car park (View 15 page 29) 

March 2010



Tuckingmill & Roskear Conservation Area Appraisal   19 

3
.0
 T
h
e
 H
is
to
ric
 D
e
v
e
lo
p
m
e
n
t o
f T
u
c
k
in
g
m
ill &

 R
o
s
k
e
a
r Camborne and Redruth Mining District World Heritage Site Area 

March 2010



20                Tuckingmill & Roskear Conservation Area Appraisal 

Nationally important people 
and sites associated with the 

area 
 
 

Richard Trevithick (1771-
1833) 

 

 Trevithick was born near 
Carn Brea, the son of a mine 

captain. His early career was 
spent building and modifying 

steam engines to avoid royal-
ties on Watt’s separate con-

denser patent. Trevithick 
made an early demonstration of a moving steam 

engine in Fore Street, Camborne in 1801. He pat-
ented the high-pressure steam engine in 1802. In 

1803 he built the London Steam Carriage and 
drove it from Holborn to Paddington and back. Tre-

vithick developed the use of his high-pressure 
steam engine on rails at the Pen-y-Darren iron-

works in South Wales. This was showcased in Lon-

don in 1808 with a locomotive called ‘Catch Me 
Who Can’ as part of a steam circus. In Cornwall 

Trevithick used his high-pressure steam engine to 
pump water from mines, for example at Wheal 

Prosper. Trevithick also took this technology to 
mines in Peru and Columbia. There is a statue 

dedicated to Trevithick outside Camborne Library 
at the Cross. 

William Bickford 

 
Bickford (1774 – 1834) was 

born in Ashburton in Devon. 
He moved to Tuckingmill 

where he worked in the 
leather industry. Despite not 

being involved in the mining 
industry at that time he was 

aware of the dangers caused 
by unreliable fuses used in 

mining for blasting. He was inspired to invent the 
first safety fuse when he was watching a friend of 

his making rope and realised that he could         
introduce a stream of black powder into to the 

centre of the cord to create a more reliable fuse. 

 
In 1831 he patented his "safety rods" and     

manufactured them at his factory at Tuckingmill, 
making 45 miles of fuse in the first year of       

production. Bickford’s “Safety Fuze” was of global 
significance, and the remnants of his factory can 

still be seen today in Tuckingmill, some buildings 
being used for retail purposes and others sadly 

derelict.  His son-in-law George Smith took over 
the business and was a historian of Cornish   

Methodism. The Smith Memorial Institute building 
on Chapel Street in Camborne is named after him. 

Bickfords closed down for good in 1961. A plaque 
commemorating Bickford is fixed to the former fac-

tory wall on Pendarves Street (pictured above-

right) 
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Arthur Woolf (1766-1837) 

 
Arthur Woolf was a prominent Cornish engineer 

who was born in Camborne. Early on in his career 
he left Cornwall to work at Joseph Bramah’s       

engineering works in London, Bramah being       
famous for having invented the hydraulic press. 

Woolf returned to Cornwall in 1811. He worked at 
Harvey and Co, which was a leading engineering 

and foundry works. Woolf is famous for pioneering 
a high-pressure compound steam engine, which he 

patented in 1805. 

Bennetts Fuseworks 

 
William Bennetts was an engineer for Bickfords 

fuse works in the 1860s. He left Bickfords in 1870 
and started his own fuse factory in Roskear, where 

at present the Lidl supermarket is based. This fac-
tory started production in 1771 and grew to be a 

major competitor for Bickfords, at times purchas-
ing even more gunpowder than Bickfords for use in 

fuse production. Bennetts were bought out by 
Bickfords in 1907, and the factory closed down in 

1924. After the Bennetts factory closed machinery 
was moved from there to the Bickfords factory at 

Tuckingmill. 

The Bassets of Tehidy 

 
The Bassets were a powerful land and mine owning 

family, with a manor house at Tehidy. The Manor 
of Tehidy comprised the parishes of Camborne, Il-

logan and Redruth and was owned by successive 
Bassets from Norman times up until the 20th Cen-

tury. Basset owned land in the Tuckingmill area 
was concentrated east of the river in Illogan. 

In contrast to the Pendarves estate (the other 
principal land-owning family in the area) which 

was exploiting its mineral rights and developing 
agricultural land for new housing, shops and public 

houses, the Bassets showed more concern for the 
spiritual needs of the new settlement. They built 

the new Anglican parish church (1843-5) with the 

parish school nearby, and gave the land for the 
Wesleyan Chapel at Tuckingmill (c1841-3). All 

Saints church is a fine Romanesque mid 19th cen-
tury church, which forms a focal point for the area. 

The Bassets were also involved in housing, with 
the cottage rows of East Hill being on Basset 

owned lands.  
The Basset family owned part of the later parish of 

Tuckingmill, east of the Red River, created from 
Illogan parish. The Pendarves family owned part of 

the new parish to the west of the river, which was 
 taken out of the Camborne parish, although the 

Bassets had some holdings and influence. The dif-
ference in land ownerships led to different devel-

opment patterns either side of the river. On the 

Basset lands the rows of buildings were built on old 
mine waste rather than the farmland of the      

Pendarves developments. 
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John Wesley 

 
John Wesley and his brother Charles were preach-

ers who resolved to live by rule and method’ from 
which the term ‘Methodism’ is derived. 

They travelled the country preaching, and when 
they arrived in Cornwall in 1743 they were well re-

ceived. A reason for this was that life in Cornwall 
at that time was hard and dangerous, especially 

for miners, and Methodism’s simple doctrine of 
justification through faith and instant salvation 

would have been comforting in the face of such 
danger. 

Wesley preached to thousands in the nearby 
Gwennap Pit. By 1851 attendees at Methodist 

chapels in Cornwall were in the majority. In Cam-

borne there are Methodist chapels at the top of 
Trelowarren Street (Wesleyan Centenary Chapel, 

1839) and Camborne Wesley Chapel (1828) on 
Chapel Street. 

In Tuckingmill there is the Wesley Chapel, dated 
1843 on Chapel Street. The building of the former 

Primitive Methodist Chapel on Primitive Row, Tuck-
ingmill also remains. The United Methodist Chapel 

in Edward Street no longer remains. 

The Pendarves Family 

 

The Pendarves family was one of the principal land 

and mine-owning families in the area. Most of their 
land was to the west of the Red River in Camborne 

Parish. 
The Pendarves estate had a policy of building 

houses over working agricultural land (although 
there is map evidence to show that Pendarves 

Street in part followed a line of old mine workings) 
which contrasted with the more common practice 

of the time of building on old mine waste or old 
manorial commons [CISI p11]. 

Pendarves Street was a major development for 
Tuckingmill, and by 1841 it was entirely lined by 

cottages. The new housing was laid out over for-

mer agricultural land as the surrounding mining 
land was still in active use. Edward Street (named 

for Edward Pendarves) was a later development, 
seeming to be some 30 years later than Pendarves 

Street, being built during the 1870s. 
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Dolcoath Mine 

 
Dolcoath was a copper and tin mine, sited to the 

south of Roskear. It had deep workings, running 
down to 290m by 1780. by 1758 it was equipped 

with atmospheric steam engines. Copper, the first 
material mined, became exhausted by the 1840s. 

The mine’s workings were then extended further 
down to try and find tin.  There turned out to be 

rich reserves of tin there, making Dolcoath a major 
player in world mining, to such an extent that in 

the 20th century it became known as the Queen of 
Cornish Mines. 

Dolcoath was a considerable size, and contains en-
gine houses, from Stray Park that have recently 

been refurbished. The mine was restructured in the 

late 1800s and closed for good in 1921. 

South Crofty Mine 

 
South Crofty Mine is located at Pool in between 

Camborne and Redruth. It was the last working tin 
mine in Cornwall, closing in 1998. 

The mine has an imposing location, and the tall 
headframe and buildings surrounding the New 

Cooks Kitchen Shaft can be seen from Pool and 
Tuckingmill, forming a landmark for the area. Rob-

inson’s Shaft was also part of South Crofty, and is 
to be consolidated and developed as part of the 

ongoing works at Heartlands. 

South Roskear Mine 

 
The shafts of South Roskear Mine were consoli-

dated in the late 19th century, and the focus of the 
mine shifted from Wheal Gerry to the Pendarves 

Shaft area to the north-east. The surviving group 
of mining buildings can be seen at South Roskear 

Terrace opposite the former Bennetts Fuseworks 
building (currently Lidl). 

In the 1920s the site was further developed, when 
equipment from Taylor’s Shaft was shifted there 

from South Crofty. Later buildings on the site in-
clude the metal headgear, which dates from the 

mid to late 20th century. 

Camborne – Redruth Tramway System [credit 

L Fisher Barham, Cornwall’s Electric Tram-

ways] 

 
The first piece of earth for the Camborne – Re-

druth tramway system was cut in 1902 at the ter-
minus site at West End, Redruth. The tramway ran 

from West End in Redruth, along through Illogan 
Highway, Pool, Tuckingmill then Roskear and fin-

ished at Trelowarren Street in Camborne. The 
route was completed in October 1902. in 1927 the 

tramway system closed for passenger service, but 
the mineral trams continued to run for another 

seven years. The mineral transport section opened 
in 1903, a year after the passenger system 

opened. The mineral line section started at East 

Pool Mine, from Robartes Shaft north of the A30 
and Mitchells Shaft to the South. Both branch lines 

came together on the main road joining the pas-
senger line at Agar Road, which went on to Pool, 

then to Trevenson Road and on to the depot near 
the top of East Hill. 

North Roskear Branch Railway 

 
In the 1830s industrial mining and development 

helped to spur on an improvement in communica-
tions. In 1837 the Hayle Railway Company ran its 

main line to Redruth to the south of Tuckingmill, 
which provided access to Dolcoath and Cook;s 

Kitchen mines. The company also ran two branch 
lines north of this to two other sites north of Tuck-

ingmill at North Roskear and North Crofty. 
The North Crofty branch railway closed in 1948, 

and North Roskear closed in 1963. The North 
Roskear branch of the Hayle Railway is now a foot-

path, and provides views into central fields.  
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The character and interrelationship of spaces 

within the area 
 

The east, central and west ends of the settlement 
have slightly different characters as a result of    

different landowning patterns, the location of the 
various industries and the fact that Tuckingmill was 

originally divided between two parishes. 
 

Two small centres developed at the focal points of 
the old hamlet at Roskear and at the valley      

crossing. The west end (Roskear) around the church 
generally has large houses (and two schools) 

backed by open parks, sports grounds and former 
farmland, (still including some old farm complexes).  

There was limited commercial activity here – the old 

cinema was a late-comer, and the one shop (Wanga 
House, with its altered shopfront) is set in a 

very fine mid 19th century villa residence. 
 

The central area around Tuckingmill-Tolgarrick is 
made up of the remains of the main industrial    

complexes of Bickford-Smiths, Vivian’s, Bennett’s 
etc, and is interspersed with cottages. The large 

houses of the industrialists themselves are also   
situated there at Penlu. 

 
The east end of the settlement has a dense grid of 

cottage rows with attendant chapels, all tightly 
squeezed between the mines and the industrial 

complexes. 

 
Cutting through all areas is the turnpike road of 

1839. Almost all of Tuckingmill’s commercial zone 
and also its scattered public buildings were confined 

to the narrow strip running along the spine road, 
with the exception of two later chapels among the 

cottage rows. Settlement was rarely more widely 
spread - only Edward Street really developed away 

from the main road. Even the rows east of the river, 
 

4.0  

Characterisation 

although running at right angles to the main road, 

were clearly laid out in response to its ordered 
course. 

 
The industrial complexes were also related to the 

road, partly by the widely spread mining sites which 
hemmed them in on all sides. The Conservation 

Area centres on this residential, commercial and  
industrial zone. The line of the road itself was partly 

determined by following an old line of mine waste 
dumps that made the land useless for agriculture. 

 
There are few places in Cornwall where the visible 

remains of the whole range of extractive industries 
in the county (only china-clay working is missing) 

can be discerned from the earliest times right 

through to the 1990s. 
 

Other important industrial groups are scattered  
further afield, for example South Roskear and the 

former Bennets' fuseworks. There are regular, 
 tight grids of stone-built miners’ cottages.  The 

sight of the cottage rows with South Crofty looming 
over them is the last example of what was once an 

typical Cornish scene. 
 

Beyond it all, and sometimes creeping into the 
heart of the settlement, are the remnant industrial 

lands. Most have been targeted for improvement 
schemes (‘urban parks’) or for redevelopment. 

Housing is continuously being built on the old    

mining grounds. There is little left of what was once 
regarded as a ubiquitous, almost limitless 

resource of brownfield land; this unique and        
internationally significant landscape is fast         

disappearing. Industrial Tuckingmill is in danger of 
losing its meaning and context. 

 

At the heart of the old rural settlement of Roskear 
is the extremely fine All Saints church and its      

attendant parish school, which provide a second  
focus to the Conservation Area. There is a distinct 

contrast around here to much of the surrounding 
area, as large houses are set in mature grounds 

backed by extensive areas of ornamental parks, 
sports grounds and gardens. The urban character 

here is scarcely more than a single building-width 
deep off the main road. 
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Permeability 

 
Historic development in Tuckingmill-Roskear left 

open fields and some areas of old mine waste       
in between the housing and industrial sites. 

This helped to increase pedestrian accessibility – 
the fields and waste area are now mostly public 

playing fields, parks and sports grounds. 
 

The line of the North Roskear branch of the Hayle 
Railway is important in the context of the         

Conservation Area. Although now a footpath, it 
provides a characteristically long and straight vista 

against the grain of the main streets. It allows  

access into the central area of open fields and also 
retains much in the way of historic and  

archaeological structures, including some sections 
of rail. 

 
There are few parts of Tuckingmill that have       

restricted or unexposed rear elevations. Most 
houses retain semi-private rear lanes, with 

usually a public space beyond. This distinctive 
character gives even the tightest urban areas of 

the settlement an open, accessible feel, and also 
means that normally relaxed planning policies and 

guidelines on rear elevations are more difficult to 
justify. 

 

 
Spaces 

 
While the overall impression in Tuckingmill is of 

long and sometimes stark streetscapes, there are 
surprisingly intimate and well-treed spaces in and 

around the Conservation Area. The various         
enclosed green areas, small lanes and alleys such 

as Scowbuds, Tolgarrick, Penlu and above all 
Church View Road are examples of such spaces. 

 
The most important gardenscapes are the large 

suburban gardens of detached houses along 
Roskear, Church View Road and Penlu. 

 

Areas such as the lower parts of Scowbuds contain 
significant trees within private gardens. Their      

importance is in conferring prime quality value to 
the leafy suburbs. This is especially important as 

there are limited opportunities for future street 
trees.  

 
The Red River valley offers a completely different 

experience of broad and almost wild overgrowth, 
with paths and views leading off into rough woods 

and closes.  Distant views are curtailed both 
north and south by great engineered                

embankments. In East Hill, this openness and  
spaciousness impinges directly on the character of 

the Conservation Area. 

 
There are other potentially effective spaces within 

Tuckingmill that are greatly undervalued and  
under-utilised: 

 
• the centre of Roskear, the old town-place of 

 the agricultural hamlet, currently little more      
 than a parking space, where even the single 

 central stone-walled tree has failed to  
 establish itself; 

 
• the central junction/crossroads in Tuckingmill; 

 once used for public gatherings (VE day was 
 announced, feasted and celebrated here in 

 style in 1945), the surrounding architecture 

 creates a potential urban space, disregarded 
 by the current exigencies of through-traffic 

 management. 

A view to All Saints Church from lane off Pavilion Park 

A view of up East Hill from central junction crossroads in 

Tuckingmill 

A view of South Roskear Mine with cricket pitch in foreground 

seen from the old North Roskear branch line (now a footpath) 
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