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The focal point of Clzapel Aiizble is its 

common. The surfnce of the coininon has 

been eroded by car parking, exposing the 

purple bedrock; residents have placed 

boulders a t  some points to prevent further 

encroachntei~t by vehicles. The sinall stone 

building in the centre of the cominon is a n  

old pighotrse. 

Set around the cominon are short terraces 

of two storey cottages, typically rendered, 

with casement windows, slated roofs and 

gabled porches. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Conservation Areas are designated by local planning authorities under the  

Planning Acts. Section 69 of the  Planning (Listed Buildings and 

Conservation Areas) Act 1990 defines a Conservation Area as a n  area of 

special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of 

which i t  is desirable to preserve or enhance. North Cornwall District 

Council, as the local planning authority, has a duty to  designate appropriate 

parts of its area as Conservation Areas. At present there are some 8,500 

Conservation Areas in England of which 29 are in the  district of North 

Cornwall. During the preparation of the North Cornwall District Local 

Plan the centre of Chapel Amble was identified as a potential Conservation 

Area. Following public consultation it was designated as a Conservation 

Area by North Cornwall District Council on 3 February 1997. 

The Village of Chapel Amble 

Chapel Amble is situated 2.5 km (1% miles) up-river from where the River 

Amble enters the estuary of the River Camel. It is positioned on the  north 

bank of the Amble on a terrace above the  flood plain of the  river, close 

to  the historic bridging point at  Penpont. Five minor roads converge in the  

village centre. 

There are two likely ~ o s s i b l e  origins of the  name "Chapel Amble". The 

'chapelJ element of the name probably derives from St.  Adhelm, first 

Bishop of Sherborne in circa 700 A.D., in whose diocese Cornwall then 

lay. A chapel later dedicated to  him was established by Celtic missionaries. 

"Ammal" is an old Cornish word meaning edge or boundary. 



Chapel Amble today is a small village served by a pub, Post Office with 

shop, and a pottery. In t h e  holiday season the  population swells 

considerably with visitors staying locally and using the  popular pub-

restaurant. 

Conservation Area Boundary 

The  Conservation Area boundary has been drawn t o  encompass t h e  

historic built up core of Chapel Amble around the  common. Also included 

are two open areas which form its immediate setting. One is the  field 

behind the two old Methodist chapels, which is crossed by an ancient 

footpath. The other is the  common land bordering the main approach rdad 

t o  the  village from the  bridge over the  River Amble. 

The  purpose of this statement is threefold: 

t o  analyse the  special character and appearance of Chapel Amble 

to  outline the  planning policies and controls applying t o  the  

Conservation Area 

t o  identify opportunities for enhancement 

THE CHARACTER OF THE CONSERVATION AREA 

Historical Context 

Like other settlements in t h e  area surrounding the  Camel Estuary, Chapel The Maltsters Arms pub and restaurant, 

Amble's origins are linked t o  the  establishment of early Celtic Christian situated in a converted 19th century 

cells and chapels. Monastic missionaries travelled t o  Cornwall from house, attracts many visitors to the centre 

Ireland and Wales in t h e  6 t h  century en route t o  Brittany and were of ChapelAmble. 



active in the area. The River Amble was accessible from Padstow and the  

Camel Estuary by shallow draft  vessels and two small se t t lements  

developed on either side of its then lowest bridging point. Chapel Anible 

had as its nucleus a Celtic chapel surrounded by farmsteads developed 

in Saxon and Medieval times. The chapel was situated a t  the south west  

edge of the  village. I t  was probably dismantled in the  late Medieval 

period and the stones reused t o  build some of the  cottages in the  village. 

On  the south bank Penpont became a well-established manor of over 

1200 acres by the  time of the  Norman conquest. 

The Present Character and Appearance of the Village 

Chapel Amble is situated in farmland on the  north bank of the River 

Amble. I t  is an archetypal radial patterned village formed a t  the  

convergence of five serpentine-like minor roads, about 200 metres t o  the 

north of the  river crossing. As an aid t o  understanding, the village is 

analysed in more detail below, from south to  north in the  following order: 

Approach 

Village Centre 

Rooke Lane 

Approach: 

The lane leading to tlze old Methodist The principal approach is from the  south, crossing the  River Amble a t  

chapels is intiinate in scale, with an  Penpont. The road rises from the  riverside past common land - open on 

irregular building line. the  north side of the  road and recently planted with oak and ash saplings 
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on the other t o  replace old dead elm trees. There is some additional 

planting of mixed trees and shrubs on the  village margin where gardens 

have encroached onto the  common. As the road rises gently up past these 

areas there is a pronounced sense of arrival in the  village. The  gently 

stepped roofscape of silvered grey Delabole slate forms a strong visual 

feature, with the  slightly higher former Methodist Church roof as its core 

element. Looking back, there is a fine open view southward across the  low 

lying farmland which borders the  Camel Estuary. 

Village Centre: 

The focal point of the  village is the  common land at its centre, where 

several small grassy areas with outcrops of purple and green slate bedrock 

are loosely enclosed by an irregular U-shaped grouping of cottages. The  

scale of these buildings is small, mostly two-storey gable ended short 

terraces with colour washed walls and rag slate roofs, some mortar 

bedded. Some have dormers or simple porches e.g. Sweeney Cottage. 

Several cottages have been converted internally t o  form larger single 

dwellings and the  village shop and pub are also housed in converted 

cottages. The latter has a later hipped extension at  the front and a recently 

thatched entrance porch. 

O n  the  north-west side of the  common The Firs, a larger and taller house 

than most, is largely hidden behind an .arbour of two fir trees. A small tile 

hung extension a t  t he  back edge of the  road is untypical in terms of 

position and materials, whilst a disused farmhouse and sheds presents a 

neglected appearance t o  this corner of the village core. 

Several buildings i n  ChapelAmble have 

been converted to new trses; the former 

smithy and adjoining pighouse is now a 

potter's workshop. 
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Slated hipped or gabled porches reflect 

traditional roof shapes and coverings. 

The use of the  common land has changed in recent years from a grazing 

resource t o  primarily recreational. Surviving elements of its former 

function are the  village pump and old pig buildings. However, considerable 

physical erosion of the  common is now occurring through its use for 

informal car parking, both by residents and by patrons of the Maltsters 

Arms Inn. The confusion of public and private usage has resulted in the  

placing of some slatestone boulders t o  delineate locally perceived 

boundaries. The presence of overhead lines and some other modern street 

furniture also detracts from the traditional rural and open appearance of 

the  common. 

Several small lanes radiate out from the  common. As the village is set  on 

mainly level land, buildings, boundaries and the  winding lanes generally 

reduce vistas t o  successive views of more immediate features. The scale 

is intimate, accentuated by t h e  curving roads which gently interlock 

buildings, walls and hedgerows into each other. Hedges and shrubs are 

more usual than large trees so that  t he  vegetation tends t o  conform t o  the 

height of the  buildings. 

Behind the village Post Office/shop a back lane leads past cottages and the  

former Methodist Chapels to  a stile and historic track across a field. The 

chapels - one a simple cob and stone cottage style building of circa 1828 

and the  other a simple Gothic style church of 1840 - have recently been 

converted t o  residential use. The  lack of regular building line along t h e  

lane results in a varied, almost jumbled appearance. 

Rooke Lane: 

To the  north of the  common Rooke Lane leads past t he  Old  Smithy 

towards a further small grassed area of common land at the  corner of the  

St. Minver road. This has been encroached upon by neighbouring property 

owners and has mixed planting of young alders and various non-indigenous 

ornamentals including eucalyptus and conifers. Nearby is a short linear 

planting of mature ash trees in a hedgerow. 

Beyond are a series of old farmsteads. St. Adhelm, a substantial long 

farmhouse on the  west side, is of particular interest, with elements of the  

building dating back t o  the 17th  century. I t  is constructed of rendered 

stone rubble with a gable ended slate roof and 16-pane sash windows. The 

adjacent barn is of coursed rubble with stone and cob additions and a rag 

slate mitred hipped roof. The casement windows are newer additions 

following recent conversion work. At right angles t o  the  barn a range of 

stone and cob outbuildings forms a courtyard together with the  slatestone 

and granite front boundary wall. 

On  the  edge of the  village, Homeleigh is another substantial farmhouse of 

local interest with traditional vernacular features. However, its 

architectural character has been devalued by contemporary replacement 

windows and skimming over the  rag slate roof. The slate capped front 

boundary wall is a strong feature along this section of the  lane. 

From Rooke Lane views out of the village can be glimpsed from the  road 

and through gateways. 
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Building Materials 

Rag slate roofs are very prevalent, usually with brick chimneys and plain 

terracotta ridge tiles. Some of the buildings have mitred hips and slate 

hanging. Some roofs have small dormers with pitched or swept roofs. 

Other roofs have asbestos-cement slates. 

House walls are mainly of random rubble stone, often with cob, rendered 

and colour washed - mainly white. Simple porches with slate roofs are a 

frequent feature. Windows are sliding sash or casements, painted timber. 

Some houses have replacement windows of modern unsympathetic design. 

Stone garden walls with granite gate piers are a common feature. Painted 

boulders have been used to delineate some boundaries. 

Scattered throughout the village, sometimes attached to dwellings, are 

long low stone and slated sheds with planked doors - some were originally 

piggeries. These are largely unaltered and contribute significantly to the 

character of the village. 

Roofs are either hipped - a shape which 

provides some wind resistance, or gable 

ended. Older roofs are covered with large 

rag slates of irregular width laid in  

courses of diminishing size. Traditionally, 

hlpped roofs were finlshed with carefully 

trxmmed mltred slates, rather than the 

red clay hip tiles found on later roofs. 

Gable ends often have n wind spur course 

at  the verge and the exposed gable m a y  be 

slate hung for aa!ditional weather 

protection. 
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Most buildings are of local stone or cob 

construction. Cob is usually built up on a 

stone plinth to protect it from rising 

damp, but also needs a good overhanging 

roof to protect it from wind and rain. 

Limewash or soft lime renders have 

traditionally been used to protect cob 

walls from erosion. 

Generally, new development on t h e  south side of the  village has 

maintained the  scale and materials characteristic of Chapel Amble, with 

the  exception of one large house on the  Wadebridge road. 

PLANNING POLICIES AND CONTROLS 

All planning authorities are required by Sections 71 and 72 of the  Planning 

(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 t o  pay special 

attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or 

appearance of Conservation Areas. Local planning authorities - in this case 

North Cornwall District Council - have a duty to fornzulate and ptlblislz 

proposals for the preservation and enlzancement of any parts of their area 

which are Conservation Areas. This statement seeks to  respond to  that  

statutory duty. 

Guidance on planning policies in Conservation Areas is provided at a 

variety of levels. Government guidelines are given in Planning Policy 

Guidance Note 15 Planning and the Historic Envirolzment (PPG,I5). 
English Heritage also publishes advisory leaflets. At county level, the  

Cornwall Structure Plan provides a strategic policy framework in its 

Countryside and Built Environment chapter. At local level the  North 

Cornwall District Local Plan forms the  basis for planning decisions. The 

policies contained in t h e  The Historic Environment section of its 

Environment chapter are particularly relevant. Supplementary planning 

guidance is provided by this Character Statement and by the  North 

Cornwall Design Guide. 

Chapel Amble is also subject to  particular policies which are described in 

more detail in the  Nor th  Cornwall District Local Plan. I t  has been 
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identified as a minor village capable of absorbing only very limited 

residential development. The south-west corner of the Conservation Area, 

adjacent to the river, is a wetland area designated as a Site of Special 

Scientific Interest within the  larger Camel Estuary Area of Great 

Scientific Value. 

Owners of property within the Conservation Area should be aware that 

the designation of a Conservation Area automatically brings into effect 

additional planning controls and considerations which include: 

The demolition of buildings is not permitted except with the prior 

consent of the District Council. 

Tighter limits on 'permitted development' allowances. 

Restrictions on felling and other tree work. Owners must give 6 

weeks notice to the District Council of proposed work to trees. 

Important hedges and trees are shown on the accompanying character 

map. 

The District Council must publicise development proposals. 

A presumption that new development should preserve or enhance the 

character of the area. 

Outline planning applications will not be accepted. 

The provision of substitute windows, doors and materials to walls and 

roofs has occurred in some cases. This is considered to be detrimental to 

the character of the Conservation Area. The future use of PVCu, or other 

inappropriate window, door or wall styles or materials is discouraged. This 

includes the use of manufactured slates or tiles on roofs or as cladding. 

As a general rule repair rather than replacement is preferred. Where 

repairs are necessary the use of traditional materials and styles which 

19th  centtrry btrildings are loosely ranged 

along the roadside to the north of the 

coinmolt. The appearance of some 

properties has been altered b y  the 

replace~nentof traditional t imber sliding 

sashes tuith windotus of di f ferent  

materials and/or alternative methods of 

opening. 



maintain the architectural detailing of the Conservation Area is 

recommended. The North Cornwall Design Guide gives further details. 

Listed Buildings 

Some buildings are listed by the Secretary of State as being of special 

architectural or historic interest in their own right. The interiors and 

exteriors of these buildings are protected by law and prior listed building 

consent is usually necessary from the District Council before any works 

of alteration, demolition or extensio; can be carried out. Such works could 

include re-roofing, rendering or painting walls, the alteration of doors and 

windows, replacing rainwater goods, the removal of internal fixtures or 

structural changes. Permission is also required for the erection of small 

buildings such as garden sheds within the grounds of a listed building, or 

for changes to gates, fences or walls enclosing it. 

Buildings in Chapel Amble which are listed as being of special 

architectural or historic interest are shown on the accompanying character 

map. 

AREAS OF OPPORTUNITY FOR ENHANCEMENT 
WITHIN THE CONSERVATION AREA 

There are some features of Chapel Amble Conservation Area where there 

is scope for enhancement work. Responsibility rests with both private 

owners and public bodies. The suggestions below have been identified in 

conjunction with local people and are set out for consideration as 

opportunities arise. The District Council will take the lead in encouraging 

their implementation. 

The character of the common land in the Conservation Area is 

threatened by various pressures, particularly use for car parking. 

Garden encroachments and inappropriate street furniture are also of 

concern. A local working party has been set up to  try to  resolve this 

~ rob l em.  

The co-operation of statutory undertakers will be sought to reduce 

the impact of overhead lines. 
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FURTHER INFORMATION 

Documents and policies referred t o  above include: 

Department of t he  Environment/Department of National Heritage, 

PPG 1 5  : Planning Policy Guidance: Planning a n d  the Historic 

Environment, H M S O  1994 

English Heritage, Conservation Area Practice, October 1995 

English Heritage, Development in the Historic Environment, June 1995 

Cornwa.11 County Council, Cornwall Structzire Plan 

North Cornwall District Council, North Cornwall District Local Plan 

North Cornwall District Council, North Cornwall Design Guide 

Lake's Parochial History of the County of Cornwall, Vols. 1-4, 1867-72 

0 .  J .  Padel, Cornish Place Names, 1988 

For further advice contact: Director of Planning & Development 

North Cornwall District Council 

3/5 Barn Lane 

BODMIN PL31 1LZ 

Tel. 01208 893333 
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CHAPEL AMBLE 

CONSERVATION AREA 
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