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The Sqzrare is the focal point of St Tenth 

where four 1-oads converge. The clock tower 

was built soon after Mhrld IVar 1 as a 

local zvar nzeiizorial. 

St. Tetha's Church is the oldest building i n  

the village, with p v t s  dating back to the 

Norman period. Its raised circular 

churchyard is typical of Celtic Christian 

settlements fozrlzded in  this part of 

Cornwnll during the 5th and 6th centuries. 

INTRODUCTION 

Conservation Areas are designated by local planning authorities under the 

Planning Acts. Section 69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 

Areas) Act 1990 defines a Conservation Area as an area of special 

architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of whiclz it is 

desirable to preserve or enhance. North Cornwall District Council, as the local 

planning authority, has a duty to designate appropriate parts of its area as 

Conservation Areas. At present there are some 8,500 Conservation Areas in 

England of which 29 are in the district of North Cornwall. During the 

preparation of the North Cornwal1,District Local Plan the centre of St .  Teath 

was identified as a potential Conservation Area. Following public consultation 

it was designated as a Conservation Area by North Cornwall District Council 

on 3 February 1997. 

The Village of St. Teath 

St. Teath is situated between two small tributaries of the River Allen about 

5 km (3 miles) south-west of Camelford. It lies on the B 3267 Delabole road, 

about !4 km west of its junction with the main A39 trunk route. The 

settlement is radial patterned, centring on The Square by St.  Tetha's Church, 

where the 83267 and several other minor roads converge. 

The name St. Teath derives from the Celtic saint St. Tetha, patron saint of 

the parish church. 

St. Teath is a large and thriving village. From a historic agricultural and 

industrial base, its population has grown steadily in recent years, with recent 

development mostly to  the south. Today there is an active village community 

supporting both Anglican and Methodist Churches, primary school, several 

shops, community centre, church hall and a pub, with events such as a 

carnival and show. Bus services run to  local towns and Plymouth. 
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Conservation Area Boundary The narrow curving lanes to the south-east 

of the St Tetha's Church are intimate tn 

The Conservation Area boundary has been drawn to encompass the historic character and contain some of the oldest 

core of the original settlement around the church and the 19th century houses in the village - cottages and 

development radiating out from it. farmhouses dating back to the 18th 

century. 

The purpose of this statement is threefold: 

to analyse the special character and appearance of St. Teath 

to  outline the planning policies and controls applying to the 

Conservation Area 

to identify opportunities for enhancement 

THE CHARACTER OF THE CONSERVATION AREA 

Historical Context 

St. Teath is located in an area of ancient settlement. To the east Bodmin Moor 

has numerous archaeological remains dating back to the Neolithic and Bronze 

Ages. Closer by are Iron Age sites such as Tregeare Rounds, Helsbury Castle 

and Newbury settlement. 

The origins of St. Teath are similar to  those of other settlements in this part 

of Cornwall, associated with the activities of Celtic Christian missionaries 

during the 6th century. The village was probably established on an ancient 

Celtic trading route between Wales and Brittany. St. Tetha was one of the  

daughters of King Brychan of Brecknockshire (now Powys) in Wales. Other 

villages in the district, such as St. Mabyn and St. Endellion, are also named 

after sisters of St. Teath. 
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The nearby quarry at  Delabole has 

sztpplied slate for building in  St Teath for 

many centuries. Large m g  slates have 

traditionally been used for roofing but are 

now in  scarce supply. 'Tttrnerising' old 

roofs with bittrmen is not reco~ninended as 

the slates cannot slrbseqtrently be re-used. 

Decorative terra cotta ridge tiles are a 

later 19th centtrry featttre. 

The raised circular shaped churchyard is very. typical of Celtic religious 

settlements. The earliest church building was probably a small chapel. The 

present building dates back to the Norman period and there is a Medieval 

cross, recently restored, in the cemetery opposite. The church was 

substantially extended and rebuilt in the 15th and early 17th centuries. At this 

time many farmhouses and village buildings were also rebuilt in stone. In the 

historic core of the village close by the church, many of the cottages and 

houses bear names indicating their former uses such as The Smithy, Forge 

Cottage and The Stables. 

St Teath parish has a traditional industrial base of mining and quarrying. Silver 

was mined to  the south-west at Treburgett from the Mediaeval period. At 

Delabole, about 4 km to  the north, slate has been quarried continuously since 

the 13th century. A lease for a quarry was granted by Richard I1 in 1396. 

Considerable enlargements were made during early Industrial Revolution 

between 1750 and 1800. At the busiest period, between 1870 and 1880, the 

quarries employed 580 people and produced 360,000 tons of slate. Slate is 

t o  be seen everywhere in the village, used for roofs, walls, steps, kerbs, 

porches, fencing panels, gravestones and stone hedges. 

The railway line to  Delabole opened in 1893 - the old cutting runs just to the 

west of St. Teath. This permitted the  easy import of non-local building 

materials such as red brick from the Midlands, which are to be found on later 

buildings in the village. 

The Present Character and Appearance of the Village 

St. Teath is situated on a spur between two valleys cut by streams running 

south into the River Allen. The centre of the village is on predominantly level 

ground. 



From a viewpoint above the old railway cutting to the west of the village it 

can be seen that the Allen Valley and the nucleus of St. Teath village are both 

thickly wooded. Small valleys form refuges for trees, gorse and bracken. 

Otherwise the surrounding upland is windswept, composed mainly of small 

fields with few trees except for some in hedgerows. This agricultural 

landscape is however disturbed by the marks of quarrying activity - the 

granite quarry of St. Breward and Stannon china clay works at Highertown -

and to the west of St. Teath the huge scar of Delabole. 

As an aid to understanding, the village is analysed in more detail below, in the 

following order: 

St. Tetha's Church and The Square 

Eastern approach - Fore Street 

North Road 

St. Tetha's Church and The Square: 

Set in a circular raised churchyard amidst fine trees, St. Tetha's Parish Church 

is at the core of the village. It is an aisled building, with clear glazed windows 

and a low, battlemented, three stage rubble and granite tower of Norman 

origins. The old churchyard contains many historic slate gravestones dating 

from the early 18th century. Across The Square, at the entrance to the newer 

cemetery, stands a tall medieval stone cross. This was salvaged during the 19th 

century after being broken up and was re-erected in this position in 1883. 

Immediately to the north-west of the church, four roads converge at The 

Square. Its focal point is a clock tower of dressed local stone, built c. 1920 

as a World War I memorial. The tower also serves as a traffic roundabout and 

is somewhat cluttered with associated signage. Despite this, the view of the  

tower from Teague Terrace is particularly impressive, framed by the back drop 

of Central House and the mid-Victorian Methodist Church at the junction of 

Trevilley Lane. A row of simple two storey cottages on the west side of The 

Square (Nos. 1-4) have unfortunately been unsympathetically altered by the  

use of rendering and modern glazing. 

The trees in the centre of the  village make an important contribution to its 

character. The church is surrounded by trees and they form a canopy over its 

approaches. Trees in the churchyard link with those in the Vicarage garden 

to  form a tunnel of foliage over the southern road out of the village past 

Teague Terrace. Species include beech, ash, sycamore, lime, horse chestnut, 

copper beech and yew. 

On the west side of the churchyard is the Community Centre, which dates 

back to the 16th century and was probably the Church House. Externally, it 

is a simple two storey stone building with massive granite quoin stones. 

Inside, original carpentry work is of considerable historic interest. Conversion 

work was undertaken in 1987 when an additional ramped access to the road 

with iron railings was provided. Three traditional stone cottages at Teague 

Terrace lie immediately beyond. 

South of the church, a driveway leads from the Church-Hallto the Vicarage. 

The Church Hall is a tall 20th century building, with a slate roof, rendered 



Slate hanging is a contnzoit method of 

zveatlzerproofiizg walls, especially on 

exposed south and west faciizg elevations. 

Usually the colrrses are staggered, like 

those intnlediately above and beside the 

doorway. The system of cover strips 

protectiitg straight vertical joints is unique 

to this building in Fore Street. Low stone 

boirndary lvalls with variolts copings are 

found throughot~t the village. 

walls with rusticated quoins, and deep multi-paned windows. Despite its size, 

when viewed from the churchyard it blends with the scene, being partially 

hidden by the mature trees and its own hedge screening. From the rear, 

however, its bulk is more apparent and somewhat untidy, with a recurrent 

problem of ivy infestation apparent. 

The Vicarage is set within grounds of mature trees and is largely hidden from 

view from the rest of the village. It dates from the early 19th century and has 

an ashlar facade with two porches, each with granite columns. Some alterations 

have recently been carried out. Between Church Hall and the Vicarage are the 

former stables, a Gothic style building of coursed rubble stone with a mitred, 

hipped slate roof and lean-to outshots at the  ends. Later window insertions do 

not reflect the Gothic arched forms of the original openings. 

South-east of the church are the oldest domestic buildings in the village. This 

area is intimate in scale, with narrow curving lanes and many traditional 

cottages and farm buildings, mostly dating to  the 18th century. Buildings such 

as Bakers Park, Honeysuckle Cottage and Primrose Cottage have significant 

group value. They are generally robust and simple in design, constructed of 

stone rubble or cob, with rag slate roofs and painted or rendered finishes. 

Adjacent to many of these buildings are traditional single storey piggeries and 

other outbuildings. 

The interspersal of pockets of trees and buildings creates restricted views 

which add a sense of surprise, particularly in the centre of the village. Most 

properties have masonry boundary walls of some type - random rubble, 

herringbone, or, occasionally, concrete block. The overall effect is to  heighten 

the sense of intimacy and lend interest to  the disclosure of the next intimate 

space. The strong sense of enclosure is accentuated by the general lack of 
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pavements - buildings mostly open directly onto the street, or have walled 

gardens or yards such as Tower Farmhouse. 

Behind Tower Terrace, the triangular common has been edged with slate off 

cuts and arranged as a commemorative garden with Silver Jubilee and VE day 

monuments. 

Eastern approach - Fore Street: 

The main road through the village is the B3267 to Delabole. This approaches 

St. Teath from the east, running uphill from Knightsmill on the A39. 'All 

Seasons", an altered traditional cottage on the road edge, marks the entry 

point to  the Conservation Area. Immediately beyond, on the north side of the 

road, is Greystones, the oldest house on Fore Street, used as a public house 

in the 19th century. It has a simple porch with slender granite columns. The 

first floor is slate hung in a very distinctive pattern of large irregular slates with 

cover strips. Greystones and the 19th century terraces beyond are set slightly 

back from the road with small front gardens behind low stone walls. The 

terraces, of local stone with brick dressings, form a strong feature along this 

part of Fore Street. 

O n  the south side, Garden Cottage is set .back behind an old wall of pierced 

masonry. Approaching St. Tetha's Church, the character of buildings changes 

from larger scale 19th century houses to  smaller scale buildings such as the 

old smithy and Church View. 

Towards the centre of the village, the height of buildings varies considerably from 

low two storied to tall three storied structures. The building line is tightly 

defined, however, as these properties either border the carriageway directly or 

are hard on the back edge of the pavement. Most are in commercial use as local 

Totvards the centre of the village, the 

building line is tightly defined aloilg the 

roadside or ott the back edge of narrow 

pavemeizts. Several btiildiizgs retain their 

nzid-19th sliding sashes with margin lights, 

but there are also many replacement 

tui~tdolus with alternative noil-traditional 

forms of opening. 



Most buildings are constructed of cob or 

local stone rubble, often rendered or 

painted. A simple slate canopy - sometimes 

a single large slab - provides protection 

over the main entrance door. 

shops. Unfortunately the  detailing of some of these buildings has been 

unsympathetically altered particularly by the use of modern replacement glazing. 

T h e  entrance t o  Trevilley Lane is strongly defined by taller mid-19th century 

stone buildings - t h e  Methodist Church and Central  House. Development 

along the  lane is mixed in character but t h e  gable end  of T h e  White  Cottage 

provides a prominent visual stop in the  s t reet  scene at  the  north-eastern 

boundary of t h e  Conservation Area. 

North Road: 

The B3267 continues past T h e  Square towards Delabole as North Road. The 

White  Hart  Inn is a prominent feature on t h e  north corner of The  Square. The  

varied glazing and past extensions to  t h e  inn have been sensitively treated by 

t h e  use of a co-ordinated black and white colour scheme which helps t o  unify 

t h e  otherwise disparate elements of t h e  building form. 

Along North Road, the  building line is less clearly defined than in other  parts 

of the  village with a mixture of building types from low 1 8 t h  century cottages 

t o  larger detached houses. In this area t h e  glazing of many properties has been 

changed t o  modern styles. O n  the  east corner of Treroosel Road, Tregarthen 

is a large prominent house with projecting bays. Although it retains features 

such as crested ridge tiles and finials, i t  has been re-glazed with modern PVCu 

windows. O n  t h e  opposite corner, a terrace of mid-19th century cottages 

forms a strong feature, although, again, much  original glazing has been lost. 

O n  t h e  north side of North Road Ballacrain (formerly Rose Villa) is a double 

fronted stone built  house with granite quoins and 1 6  pane sash windows, b u t  

t h e  first floor windows have been changed t o  multipaned fanlights. 



The School is an important terminal feature to  the historic core of the village. 

Built in 1878 to  the design of Silvanus Trevail, it is similar to the school at 

Delabole, constructed of local rubble masonry with brick dressings, slate 

hanging and a slate roof. 

Building Materials 

Slate roofs predominate, many being of rag slate, some cement washed. 

Porches are simple, some with a single large rag slate on iron brackets. 

Walls of the earlier buildings are of rubble stoi~ework and occasionally cob, 

both sometimes rendered or lime washed. The 19th century buildings are also 

constructed in rubble stonework, some with brick or stucco quoins, others 

with a rendered or stucco finish. 

Windows are generally simple timber sashes or casements, tripartite glazing 

being a feature in many of the sashes. Some of the 19th century buildings have 

noticeably large windows compared to  the wall area. 

Garden walls are a frequent feature often with pyramidal cement or quartz 


copings. Granite gate piers are common. Garden gates are often set in walls. 


The proximity of Delabole slate quarries is evident from the plentiful use of 


slate throughout the village. Slate kerbs are a feature of the pavements e.g. 


in The Square and Trer.oose1 Road. Slate slabs set vertically form garden 


boundaries in some places. 


PLANNING POLICIES AND CONTROLS 

All planning authorities are required by Sections 71 and 72 of the Planning 


(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 to pay special attention 


to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of 


Conservatiolz Areas. Local planning authorities - in this case North Cornwall 


District Council - have a duty to  fornzz~late and publish proposals for the 


preservation and enhancement of any  parts of their area which are 


Conservation Areas. This statement seeks to  respond to  that statutory duty. 


Guidance on planning policies in Conservation Areas is provided at a variety 


of levels. Government guidelines are given in Planning Policy Guidance Note 


15  Planning and the Historic Environment (PPG 15). English Heritage also 


publishes advisory leaflets. At county level, the Cornwall Structure Plan 


provides a strategic policy framework in its Countryside and Built 


Environment chapter. At local level the North Cornwall District Local Plan 


forms the basis for planning decisions. The policies contained in the The 


Historic Envirolzlnent section of its Environment chapter are particularly 


relevant. Supplementary planning guidance is provided by this Character 


Statement and by the North Cornwall Design Guide. 


St. Teath is also subject to particular policies which are described in more 


detail in the North Cornwall District Local Plan. The village lies within an 


Area of Great Landscape Value. It has been identified as a main village able 


to sustain some further growth and land has been allocated for future housing 


development just outside the Conservation Area off Treroosel Road. 
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Owners of property within the Conservation Area should be aware that the 

designation of a Conservation Area automatically brings into effect additional 

planning controls and considerations which include: 

The demolition of buildings is not permitted except with the prior 

consent of the  District Council. 

Tighter limits on 'permitted development' allowances. 

Restrictions on felling and other tree work. Owners must give 6 weeks 

notice to the  District Council of proposed work to trees. Important 

hedges and trees are shown on the accompanying character map. Trees 

in and adjacent to St Tetha's churchyard, .cemetery and vicarage are 

additionally covered by a Tree Preservation Order. 

The District Council must publicise development proposals. 

A presumption that new development should preserve or enhance the 

character of the area. 

Outline planning applications will not be accepted. 

The provision of substitute windows, doors and materials to walls and roofs 

has occurred in several cases. This is considered to be detrimental to the 

character of the  Conservation Area. The future use of PVCu, or other 

inappropriate window, door or wall styles or materials is discouraged. This 

includes the use of manufactured slates or tiles on roofs or as cladding. As a 

general rule repair rather than replacement is preferred. Where repairs are 

necessary the use of traditional materials and styles which maintain the 

architectural detailing of the Conservation Area is recommended. The North 

Cornwall Design Guide gives further details. 

Listed Buildings 

Some buildings are listed by the  Secretary of State as being of special 

architectural or historic interest in their own right. The interiors and exteriors 

of these buildings are protected by law and prior listed building consent is 

usually necessary from the District Council before any works of alteration, 

demolition or extension can be carried out. Such works could include re-

roofing, rendering or painting walls, the alteration of doors and windows, 

replacing rainwater goods, the removal of internal fixtures or structural 

changes. Permission is also required for the erection of small buildings such 

as garden sheds within the grounds of a listed building, or for changes to gates, 

fences or walls enclosing it. 

Buildings in St. Teath which are listed as being of special architectural or 

historic interest are shown on the accompanying character map. 

AREAS OF OPPORTUNITY FOR ENHANCEMENT 
WITHIN THE CONSERVATION AREA 

There are some features of St. Teath Conservation Area where there is scope 

for enhancement work. Responsibility rests with both private owners and 

bodies. The suggestions below have been identified in conjunction with 

local people and are set out for consideration as opportunities arise. The 

District Council will take the lead in encouraging their implementation. 
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There is scope to improve the setting of the Clock Tower by the removal 

or repositioning of traffic signs. 

The boundary treatment of the commemorative garden has suffered 

some damage and could be improved. 

The co-operation of statutory undertakers rill be sought to reduce the  

impact of overhead lines. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Documents and policies referred to  above include: 

Department of the Environment/Department of National Heritage, 

PPG 15 : Planning Policy Guidance: Planning a n d  the Historic 

Environment, HMSO 1994 

English Heritage, Conservation Area Practice, October 1995 

English Heritage, Development in the Historic Environment, June 1995 

Cornwall County Council, Cornwall Structure Plan 

North Cornwall District Council, North Cornwall District Local Plan 

North Cornwall District Council, North Cornwall Design Guide 

Lake's Parochial History of the County of Cornwall, Vols. 1-4, 1867-72 

0 .  J .  Padel, Cornish Place Names, 1988 

For further advice contact: Director of Planning & Development 

North Cornwall District Council 

3/5 Barn Lane 

BODMIN PL31 1LZ 

Tel. 01208 893333 
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