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1. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE 

Introduction 
1.1. Land Use Consultants was appointed by North Cornwall District Council in 

November 2006 to prepare a Screening Report of a Habitats Regulations 
Assessment, more commonly known as an Appropriate Assessment (AA).  An initial 
draft Appropriate Assessment Screening Report was undertaken at this time, but was 
put on hold until the Second Preferred Options Core Strategy became available in 
2007. This report incorporates a further screening review to consider the new core 
policies included in the Core Strategy. 

The Requirement to Undertake Habitats Regulations 
Assessment of Development Plans 

1.2. An Appropriate Assessment of plans which could affect Special Protection Areas for 
birds (SPAs), Special Areas of Conservation for habitats (SACs) and Off Shore 
Martine Sites (OMS) is required by Article 6 (3) of the European Habitat Directive.1  

 “Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site 
but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other 
plans and projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site 
in view of the site’s conservation objectives.  In light of the conclusions of the assessment of 
the implications for the site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent 
national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after ascertained that it will not 
adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained 
the opinion of the general public.” 

 Article 6 (4) continues by discussing alterative options: 

 “If in spite of a negative assessment of the implications for the site and in the absence of 
alternative solutions, a plan or project must nevertheless be carried out for imperative 
reasons of overriding public interest, including those of a social or economic nature, the 
member states shall take all compensatory measures necessary to ensure that overall 
coherence of Natura 2000 is protected.  It shall inform the Commission of the 
compensatory measures adopted.” 

1.3. The Government also expects potential SPAs and RAMSAR sites to be included 
within the Assessment:2 

Stages of the Habitat Regulation Assessment 

1.4. The Department for Communities and Local Government3 recommends a three 
stages process to complete an AA: 

                                            
1
 Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Fauna and Flora 

2 Planning Policy Statement 9:  Biodiversity and Geological Conservation, ODMP, 2005 
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• Likely significant effects (task 1); 

• Appropriate assessment and ascertaining the effect on site integrity (task 2); and 

• Mitigation and alternative solutions (task 3); and  

• Imperative reasons of overriding public interest. 

1.5. Based on European Guidance, the screening stage should comprise of the following 
elements in order to determine whether there is a likely effect on a Natura 2000 site: 

• Determining whether the plan is directly connected with or necessary to the 
management of the site; if it is then no further assessment is necessary; 

•   Describing the plan and other plans and projects that, in combination have the 
potential to have significant effects on a European site; 

• Identifying the potential effects on the European site; and 

• Assessing the significance of any effects on the European Site. 

1.6. Table 1.1 below provides a summary of the processes involved for each task: 

 

Table 1.1 Stages in Appropriate Assessment 

Task Details of Task Outcome 

Task 1: Screening Determining the relationship of the 
plan to the management of the site. 

Description of the plan. 

Assessment of the potential effects 
and their significance. 

Where effects are unlikely, prepare 
a finding of no significant effect 
report. 

Where the effects are judged likely 
or lack of information to prove 
otherwise proceed to task 2. 

Task 2:  Appropriate 
Assessment 

Gather information (regarding the 
plan and Natura 2000 sites) 

Impact prediction. 

Evaluation of impacts in view of 
conservation objectives. 

Where impacts considered to 
affect qualifying features, identify 
alternative options. 

Assess alternative options. 

If no alterative options exist, define 
and evaluate mitigation measures 
where necessary. 

Appropriate assessment report 
describing the plan.  Natura 2000 
site baseline conditions, the 
adverse effects of the plan on the 
site, how these effects will be 
avoided through first avoidance 
and secondly mitigation including 
mechanisms and timescales for 
these mitigation measures. 

If effects remain after all 
alternatives, and mitigation 
measures have been considered 
proceed to task 3. 

Task 3:  Assessment 
where no alternatives 
exist and adverse 
impacts remain 
taking into account 
mitigation measures 

Identify imperative reasons of 
overriding public interest (IROPI). 

Identify potential compensatory 
measures. 

This task should be avoided if at all 
possible.  The test of IROPI and 
the requirement for compensation 
are onerous. 

                                                                                                                                        
3
 Planning for the Protection of European Sites:  Appropriate Assessment – Guidance for Regional Spatial 

Strategies and Local Development Documents 
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The Core Strategy 

1.7.   The Core Strategy is the key overarching document in the Local Development 
Framework.  It sets the context for all subsequent Development Plan Documents, 
which in themselves will need to conform to the Core Strategy.  The Core 
Strategy identifies key planning elements and sets the basis for a long-term spatial 
strategy within which the economic, social and environmental needs of the 
District can be met.  It sets out a long-term vision for the District and ten spatial 
objectives required to deliver that vision.  The vision incorporates key elements 
of the Community Strategy vision and describes how the nature of the district 
should evolve over the period to 2026.  The ten spatial objectives which have 
been defined through the development of the Core Strategy, seek to address 
issues which are of local significance.  They outline the main policy directions that 
need to be pursued in order to realise the vision and from which a set of 
fourteen core policies have been defined for addressing the vision and objectives.  
The core policies provide a framework for informing and coordinating 
investment, and for making decisions about specific development proposals.     

1.8.  The Core Strategy states under Policy CS1 Sustainable Development that the use 
and development of land in North Cornwall will be measured against the criteria 
listed under this policy.  Policy CS1 incorporates the aims of four strategic 
objectives including SO9 which seeks “to conserve and enhance the natural and 
historic environment of North Cornwall” and paragraphs (a) – (g) of Policy CS1 
specifically outline the approach to be adopted towards resource protection and 
enhancement.  The Core Strategy takes account of guidance set out nationally in 
Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation4, the draft 
South West Regional Spatial Strategy and the North Cornwall Strategic Flood 
Risk Assessment. 

1.9.  The text of Policy CS1 outlines in para. (a) that development will be planned and 
managed on the basis of the following sustainable principles in relation to the 
natural and historic environment in order to: 

“conserve and enhance the natural, built and historic environment, minimising the 
consumption of key resources (including biodiversity and habitats, geodiversity, landscape 
and coastline, archaeology, culture, water, air, soil, light and noise) and promote its 
positive contribution to North Cornwall’s present and future well being”; 

 
1.10. Policy CS1 does not make any specific reference to Special Areas of 

Conservation (SACs) and the potential need for certain types of development to 
be subject to an Appropriate Assessment.  European wildlife sites are defined by 
the Habitat Regulations5 and there are four such sites within North Cornwall.  

1.11. The potential for development proposals to have a significantly adverse impact 
on biodiversity and geodiversity are specifically addressed within the North 

                                            
4
 ODPM (2005) Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation 

5
 The Conservation (Natural Habitats &c) Regulations 1994 and The Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) 

(Amendment) Regulations 2007 (SI 2007/1843)  
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Cornwall Generic Development Management Policies DPD Preferred Options 
under Policy DM2 Biodiversity and geodiversity. This emphasises that nationally 
and internationally designated sites including Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
and Special Areas of Conservation will be given the highest level of protection. 
Policy DM2 aims to ensure that development proposals protect, and wherever 
possible enhance and restore biodiversity and geodiversity interests in line with 
national guidance set out in Planning Policy Statement 9, and this will be the basis 
for determining development decisions.  

Regional Spatial Strategy 
1.12. The Draft Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) for the South West6 emphasises the 

importance of the natural environment.  Policy SD3 (p14) states that the 
environment and natural resources will need to be protected and enhanced by 
“ensuring that development respects landscape and ecological thresholds.”  Section 7of 
the RSS outlines the importance of protecting and enhancing the Region’s 
distinctive environments (Section 7.2, p142) for residents and visitors alike.  
Specific policies, such as ENV1 place an emphasis on the preservation and 
enhancement of sites of international or national nature conservation importance, 
and Policy ENV4 seeks to maintain and enhance distinctive habitats and species.  
Although no specific mention is made of Natura 2000 sites and the additional 
protection that they should be afforded. 

1.13. A Screening Report7 has been undertaken of the RSS to determine whether the 
policies within the document will have an effect on Natura 2000 sites in the South 
West.  The report concluded that many of the policies will have a neutral or 
positive effect on such sites, however the effects will only become clear when 
polices are translated into specific local policies.  The report concluded that there 
were four key areas of concern:   

• The potential for direct habitat loss, either associated with the Natura 2000 
site itself or adjacent features upon which the designated interest feature 
depends; 

• Potential water abstraction to supply increases in population, with resultant 
decreases in river or ground water levels.  This could potentially affect a range 
of NATURA 2000 sites, including rivers and wetlands, or terrestrial sites 
where water levels are already at critical levels; 

• Potential contamination effects, for example with declining water quality due 
to population growth and inadequate sewage treatment facilities; and similarly 
decreases in air quality due to increased traffic or industrial activity; and 

• Increased recreational pressure and the occurrence of “urban effects” such as 
disturbance for site users and pets, arson, increased motorcycle use etc). 

                                            
6
 South West Regional Assembly (June 2006) The Draft Regional Spatial Strategy for the South West 2006-2026 

7
 Habitats Regulation Assessment of the Draft Regional Spatial Strategy for the South West, Screening Report, 

prepared for the South West Regional Assembly, November 2006, LUC 
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1.14. In terms of sites that directly relate to North Cornwall, the Screening Report 
used a “traffic light” system of colour codes for determining the potential effects 
of policies on specific Natura 2000 sites ranging from dark green or positive, to 
red resulting in a specific adverse effect.  Sites within North Cornwall scored 
either yellow or amber.  The RSS policies could either generate regional wide 
adverse effects (yellow) or result in location specific effects (amber).  Scores for 
sites within the District are as follows: 

• Breney Common and Goss and Tregoss Moors:  Amber 

• Crowdy Marsh:  Yellow 

• River Camel;  Yellow 

• Tintagel- Marsland – Clovelly Coast:  Amber 

 

Purpose of this Report 

1.15. In order to comply with Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural 
Habitats and Wild Fauna and Flora; the Habitats Directive, the first stage of an 
Appropriate Assessment; Task 1 Screening was required to determine whether 
the Core Strategy is likely to have a significant impact on a European or Natura 
2000 site.  This report covers the methodology and findings relating to this initial 
task. 
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2.  METHOD AND FINDINGS OF THE    
SCREENING PROCESS 

2.1.  The screening process aims to provide an initial sieve of Natura 2000 sites which 
the Core Strategy could affect.  This section identifies the Natura 2000 sites, 
describes the method of approach for determining an effect and summarises the 
screening results effects.  It also takes into consideration issues raised by English 
Nature (now known as Natural England) in a letter dated 26 September 2006 to 
Corine Dyke, the senior planning officer at North Cornwall District Council. 

Natura 2000 Site Identification and Characterisation 

2.2.  An initial exercise within the screening stage involved the collation of information 
relating to Natura 2000 sites within the District and surrounding 10km in line 
with paragraph 2.2.1 of the draft Natural England Guidance8.   

2.3.  Eight sites form part of the Natura 2000 network and lie either within North 
Cornwall or within 10km of the District’s boundary.  Sites lying within include the 
following four Special Areas of Conservation:  

• Breney Common, Goss and Tregoss Moors SAC has been designated 
as an Annex I habitat3 under three separate categories and covers a total of 
816.01 ha.  However, only a very small part of Breney Common falls within 
the District’s boundaries to the south.  The categories for designation include 
the European dry heath which has a very limited distribution in south-west 
Britain, and Northern Atlantic wet heaths which include lowland heaths, acid 
grassland, bog, swamp, fen and open water often on sites formerly used for 
mining, as well as transition mires and quaking bogs.  The main transition mire 
lies alongside the A30 trunk road adjacent to china clay and gravel extraction 
of the River Fowey.  Breney Common (113ha) lies in a shallow basin of alluvial 
deposits with peat covering the granite.  Former tin streaming has resulted in 
hummocks and hollows, which support a diverse range of plant life. This SAC 
also supports three clusters of Annex II9 species marsh fritillary butterfly, as 
well as other types of butterflies, moths, dragonflies and damselflies and a 
population of European nightjars.  The Marsh Fritillary is listed as a threatened 
European species under the EC Habitats and Species Directive and is a 
priority species in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. 

• Crowdy Marsh covers 92.65 ha within North Cornwall District and is a 
designated SAC under Annex 110 for its transition mires and quaking bogs 

                                            
8 Draft Guidance The Assessment of Regional Spatial Strategies and Sub Regional Strategies Under the 

Provisions of the Habitat Regulations, D Tyldesley and Associates for English Nature, August 2006. 

9
 Annex II habitat where species are known to occur (or to have occurred in recent times) as native populations 

within the UK under Article 3 of the Habitats Directive 

10 Annex 1 habitat types presently known to occur within the UK under Article 3 of the Habitats Directive 
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around the edge of the granite massif of Bodmin Moor, and now mostly 
occupied by a freshwater reservoir.  It includes water tracks and waterlogged 
hollows, which are dominated by bog moss (Sphagnum) and typical transition 
mire species including marsh cinquefoil and bogbean. In the water tracks bog 
pondweed and Marsh St John’s wort are common, as well as rushes. 

• The River Camel SAC is a tidal river with mud and sand flats as well as 
lagoons which include saltwork basins, marshes and pastures.  Together with 
its inland tributaries, it covers 621.17 ha, and extends into Restormel 
Borough.  It was primarily designated under Annex II2 as a river which 
encompasses a range of ecological conditions, including both upland and 
lowland characteristics and for two specific species, the bullhead and otter.  
The Camel is clean and fast-flowing and the stony bottom of the river is 
particularly suitable for the bullhead (Cottus gobio) which represents the 
extreme south-west of the range of this fish in England.  The river and its 
tributaries are also the stronghold of otters (Lutra lutra) forming the largest 
numbers within south-west England.  The river provides adequate food 
supplies throughout the year, and the wooded lower reaches excellent 
breeding habitats.  Another species also present is the Atlantic salmon.   

• Tintagel-Marsland-Clovelly Coast SAC is designated under Annex I3 as 
an extensive length of vegetated sea cliffs providing an example of the Atlantic 
and Baltic coasts and covering over 2,429 ha. The SAC provides a particularly 
good example of vertical or near vertical sedimentary rock sites totalling 
around 60km, which face west and are fully exposed to Atlantic storms. The 
other Annex I habitat within this SAC consists of old sessile oak woods which 
are often wind beaten and barely taller than the surrounding heather.  These 
support patches of richer ash and alder woodland, bryophyte and lichens, and 
well as the hay-scented buckler fern.  Part of the SAC that falls within North 
Cornwall runs from Tintagel to Marsland Mouth, with the remainder 
extending into North Devon. 

2.4. Sites which lie on the edge of the District and within the defined 10km zone, include 
the following SACs: 

• The majority of Breney Common, Goss and Tregoss Moors SAC lies 
within Restormel Borough as described above. 

• Culm Grasslands SAC cover a total of 768 ha, and lies to the north and 
east of the District in North Devon.  The SAC is an Annex 1 habitat 
representing diverse examples of Molinia meadows important for 
conservation of a wide range of flora and fauna, including the Marsh Fritillary 
butterfly.  Parts of the Culm also provide examples of North Atlantic wet 
heaths.  

• Plymouth Sound and Estuaries SAC to the south east of the District 
extends over 6,402 ha and the designation covers the extensive areas of 
sublittoral sandbanks.  It provides a representative ria estuary in south west 
England, with examples of shallow inlets and bays associated with the Rivers 
Tavy, Tamar, Lynher and Yealm. The limestone reef from West Hoe to 
Batten Bay is one of only two coastal areas in south-west Britain with 
Devonian limestone. 
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• Phoenix United Mine & Crow’s Nest SAC near Pensilva in Caradon 
District on the south-eastern edge of Bodmin Moor supports internationally 
important Calaminarian grassland. The site has legacy of copper and tin 
extraction with mine spoil being colonised by metallophytic bryophytes. 

• St Austell Clay Pits are one of three sites selected for western rustwort 
(Marsupella profunda), and is located in mid-Cornwall within china clay 
workings, and comprises three sub-sites. 

 

Figure 2.1 overleaf indicates the extent of Special Areas of Conservation both 
within and outside the District 



 

10 

Figure 2.1 Extent of Special Areas of Conservation, within and outside North Cornwall District 
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Determining an effect: 
2.5. The first stage in the screening process is to determine whether the Core Strategy 

has an effect on the plan, this can be considered by: 

• Determining whether the plan is directly connected with or necessary to the 
management of the site; it is then no further assessment is necessary; 

• Describing the plan and other plans and projects that, in combination have the 
potential to have significant effects on a European site; 

• Identifying the potential effects on the European site; and 

• Assessing the significance of any effects on the European site. 

Is the plan directly connected with or necessary to the management of the 
site; (if it is then no further assessment is necessary)? 

2.6. The Core Strategy is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of 
any of the sites listed above.  This view is confirmed by English Nature (now 
incorporated into Natural England) in their letter to North Cornwall District Council 
dated 26th September 2006. 

Describing the plan that, in combination have the potential to have 
significant effects on a European site 

2.7. There is one overarching spatial strategy and six topic based core policies which seek 
to define the location of development, as well as seven policies providing settlement 
specific guidance: 

• Policy CS1:  Sustainable Development 

• Policy CS2:  Development Requirements – Housing 

• Policy CS3:  Development Requirements – Employment 

• Policy CS4:  Affordable Housing 

• Policy CS5:  Economic Development 

• Policy CS6: Tourism 

• Policy CS8: Bodmin 

• Policy CS9: Launceston 

• Policy CS10: Bude-Stratton (including Ploughhill) 

• Policy CS11: Camelford 

• Policy CS12: Wadebridge 

• Policy CS13: Padstow 

• Policy CS14: Village development 

2.8. A hierarchy of development is proposed, with Bodmin and Launceston being the main 
focus for future growth up to 2026. The spatial hierarchy of settlements is based on 
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their role and function and is consistent with the development strategy set out in the 
draft Regional Spatial Strategy and Government guidance, particularly in Planning 
Policy Statements: PPS1 (Delivering Sustainable Development), PPS3 (Housing), 
Planning Policy Statement: 13 (Transport) and PPS7 (Sustainable Development in 
Rural Areas). 

2.9. Bodmin is intended to become the principal growth centre reflecting its scale and 
importance as an employment centre with an annual average development rate of 
around 90 dwellings and 1.5ha of employment land.  Launceston is allocated a slightly 
lower development rate of 60 dwellings and 1ha of employment land on an annual 
basis.  Wadebridge, Bude-Stratton and Camelford are to accommodate a lesser scale 
of balanced development in order to maintain the existing roles of the three towns as 
locally important service centres.  There should be opportunities to deliver around 
90 dwellings and 0.4ha of employment land annually in these centres with the main 
development focus (around 90%) being within Wadebridge and Bude-Stratton.  
Padstow will accommodate more limited development to meet local employment and 
community needs reflecting environmental constraints to further expansion and a 
lack of a secondary school.  

2.10. The Core Strategy Spatial Hierarchy outlines that the development focus within the 
rural areas is to be generally small scale and capable of meeting local needs. This is 
addressed in greater detail under Policy CS14 recognising that some villages, including 
the seven coastal villages have a wide range of services, and others only a more basic 
range.  Development opportunities in the rural area will account for around 35% of 
the housing supply between 2006-2026 and in all settlements the scope for 
development will be defined by development boundaries.  Additional housing will be 
enabled in villages defined in Policy CS14 as ‘other villages’ and major coastal villages, 
within their development boundaries to address local need; outside their 
development boundaries on an exception basis.  

2.11. Core policies relating to employment and economic growth (CS3 Development 
Requirements – Employment, CS5 Economic Development) relate to the growth 
needs of the District which is based on the need to sustain and enhance the 
economic performance of North Cornwall, and to make it attractive to inward 
investors and locally for business expansion.  Policy CS3 is consistent with the 
Cornwall and Isles and Scilly Economic Development Strategy and the North 
Cornwall Employment Land Assessment, and adopts a flexible approach, recognising 
that most recent growth has been centred around Bodmin and Launceston, and there 
is a need to spread this growth to other towns in the District.  It allows for the 
release of around 65ha of land for general employment and business park use during 
2006 – 2026; 29ha in Bodmin and 20ha in Launceston. 

2.12. Core Policy CS5 (Economic Development) seeks to increase prosperity in all parts of 
North Cornwall and particularly to improve the viability and vitality of the town 
centres of Bodmin, Bude, Camelford, Launceston, Padstow and Wadebridge through 
new employment land allocations and existing sites and premises, as well as good 
quality diversification proposals. Policies CS8 to CS13 provide settlement specific 
guidance in order to provide a framework for future changes within the individual 
town centres. 

2.13. Core Policy CS6 (Tourism) seeks to maximise the benefits to be obtained from 
tourism through the provision of sustainable tourism development, with an emphasis 
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on improving and adapting existing facilities, and matching demand and supply across 
the full range of accommodation requirements. 

2.14. The Core Strategy directs future development to the urban areas of the district, in 
line with its sustainability objectives. The North Cornwall Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment (SFRA) shows that planned provision can be reasonably accommodated 
outside the current development boundaries of the six towns, outside of flood zones 
2 and 3.  It recommends that development within these flood zones is avoided. The 
SFRA identifies that some urban regeneration sites in Launceston and Wadebridge 
are located within Flood Zones 2 and 3.  Since there may be substantial other 
sustainability benefits arising from development that override the flood risk issue in 
these locations, the more detailed level 2 SFRA covering these individual sites should 
be required to inform decisions regarding the development of these sites.  Policy 
DM3 (Flood Risk and Sustainable Drainage) of the Generic Development 
Management Policies DPD addresses this issue. 

2.15.  The North Cornwall SRFA report indicates that in some settlements the drainage of 
surface water is a significant issue (in some settlements 100% of the land is designated 
as a Problem Drainage Area). This relates particularly to the towns of Bodmin, 
Launceston, Wadebridge and Bude/Stratton. 

2.16. From a brief review of the location of Natura 2000 sites, it is clear that development 
proposals within Bodmin, Camelford, Bude-Stratton and Wadebridge, as well as the 
major coastal villages of  Boscastle and Tintagel, and Widemouth Bay could fall either 
within or lie close to Special Areas of Conservation.  

2.17. Each of the above location specific policies was assessed against the sites within and 
outside the District boundary.  To assist in the process of considering potential 
effects the following broad categories of potential impacts and examples of 
operations were considered (Table 2.2). 

 

Table 2.2 Potential impacts and operations adversely affecting Natura 2000 sites 

Broad categories, and examples, of 
potential impacts on Natura 2000 
sites 

Examples of operations responsible for impacts 

Physical loss   

- Removal (including offsite effects, e.g. 
foraging habitat) 

- Coastal squeeze  

- Mine collapse  

- Smothering 

- Habitat degradation 

Development (e.g. housing, employment, infrastructure, 
tourism, coastal defences) 

Infilling (e.g. of mines, water bodies) 

Alterations or works to disused quarries  

Structural alterations to buildings (bat roosts)  

Afforestation  

Tipping 

Cessation of or inappropriate management for nature 
conservation 

Physical damage  

- Sedimentation / silting 

- Prevention of natural processes 

Coastal defences 

Flood defences 

Port activity 
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Table 2.2 Potential impacts and operations adversely affecting Natura 2000 sites 

Broad categories, and examples, of 
potential impacts on Natura 2000 
sites 

Examples of operations responsible for impacts 

- Habitat degradation 

- Erosion 

- Trampling  

- Fragmentation 

- Severance / barrier effect 

- Edge effects 

- Fire 

Dredging  

Mineral extraction 

Recreation (e.g. motor cycling, cycling, walking, horse 
riding, water sports, caving) 

Development (e.g. infrastructure, tourism, adjacent 
housing etc.)  

Vandalism 

Arson 

Cessation of or inappropriate management for nature 
conservation 

Non-physical disturbance  

- Noise 

- Visual presence 

- Human presence 

- Light pollution 

 

Development (e.g. housing, industrial) 

Recreation (e.g. dog walking, water sports) 

Industrial activity 

Mineral extraction 

Navigation 

Vehicular traffic 

Artificial lighting (e.g. street lighting) 

Water table/availability  

- Drying 

- Flooding / stormwater 

- Water level and stability 

- Changes in coastal water levels  

- Water flow (e.g. reduction in velocity 
of surface water  

- Barrier effect (on migratory species) 

Water abstraction 

Drainage interception (e.g. reservoir, dam, 
infrastructure and other development) 

Coastal defences 

Increased discharge (e.g. drainage, runoff) 

Toxic contamination  

- Water pollution 

- Soil contamination  

- Air pollution  

Agrochemical application and runoff 

Navigation 

Oil / chemical spills 

Tipping  

Domestic waste 

Vehicular traffic 

Industrial waste / emissions 

Non toxic contamination 

- Nutrient enrichment (e.g. of soils and 
water) 

- Algal blooms  

- Changes in salinity  

Agricultural runoff 

Sewage discharge  

Water abstraction  

Industrial activity 

Flood defences 
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Table 2.2 Potential impacts and operations adversely affecting Natura 2000 sites 

Broad categories, and examples, of 
potential impacts on Natura 2000 
sites 

Examples of operations responsible for impacts 

- Changes in thermal regime  

- Changes in turbidity  

- Air pollution (dust) 

Navigation 

Construction 

Biological disturbance 

- Direct mortality 

- Out-competition by non-native 
species  

- Selective extraction of species 

- Introduction of disease  

- Rapid population fluctuations  

- Natural succession 

Development (e.g. housing areas with domestic and 
public gardens) 

Predation by domestic pets 

Introduction of non-native species (e.g. from gardens) 

Fishing 

Hunting 

Agriculture 

Changes in management practices (e.g. grazing regimes, 
access controls, cutting / clearing) 

 

Assessing the significance of any effects on the European Site 

2.18. Table 2.3 details the likely interaction of Core Strategy and the qualifying features 
and integrity of the Natura 2000 sites which depends upon: 

• The sensitivity of the site’s qualifying features of external factors; 

• The current trends affecting the site, and its current status; and 

• The likely changes that will result from the implementation of the Core Strategy. 

The key below the table provides an indication of the level of significance placed on 
the impacts identified for each site. 

Summary of Screening Results: 

2.19. Table 2.3 shows the initial screening process for the SACs potentially affected by 
the North Cornwall Core Strategy. This indicates that the Core Policies CS2, CS3, 
CS4, CS5 and CS6 should generally not have any major adverse effects at the Core 
Strategy level, apart from potentially limited location specific effects in relation to 
Crowdy Marsh SAC.  

2.20. This relates to the Crowdy Marsh SAC’s close proximity to Camelford (Policy CS11). 
The screening exercise indicates that there could be limited, but potential impacts as 
a result of additional housing in both Camelford and Launceston leading to increased 
demand for water.  There could also be causal chain effects resulting in potential 
increased recreational activity at the adjacent reservoir to the SAC over the Plan 
period. This could result in increased vehicle journeys to the reservoir and be 
associated with air pollution and water pollution through run-off (depending on the 
surface structure). 

2.21. The North Cornwall Strategic Flood Risk Assessment indicates that there are 
problems with surface water drainage and problem drainage areas at Wadebridge  
and this could potentially lead to pollution incidents affecting the River Camel SAC. 
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Provided that the guidance in the Generic Development Management Policies DPD is 
followed and development is appropriately located and developers are required to 
take into account the SFRA Levels 1 and 2 and undertake a further specific Flood Risk 
Assessment where appropriate, these risks should be minimised. The determination 
of planning applications in both Wadebridge and Launceston will need to be informed 
by Level 2 SFRA. 

2.22. Other possible impacts that could be associated with factors which are external to 
the Core Strategy include the following issues: 

Breney Common SAC:  

• Growth in visitor and local traffic levels on the A30/A391 which could give 
rise to increased air pollution emissions and surface water run-off; 

• Potential air pollution emissions from the identified site for an Energy from 
Waste facility to be built during the Plan period in Restormel Borough; and 

• Potential air pollutants associated with Newquay Airport. 

Crowdy Marsh SAC: 

• Issues relating to water levels related to Crowdy Reservoir usage and climate 
change factors; 

• Limited due to distance, but potential air pollution emissions from the 
identified site for an Energy from Waste facility to be built during the Plan 
period in Restormel Borough; and 

• Additional seasonal impacts from holiday visitors to the Reservoir and Bodmin 
Moor, as well as rising traffic levels on the A39/A395. 

River Camel SAC:  

• Changes in coastal water levels and water flows and abstraction; 

• Increased discharges through drainage, runoff from roads and river crossings 
on the A39/A30/A389; 

• Risk of contamination through identified high flood risk at Wadebridge and 
known problem drainage areas in the town. Leading to toxic and non-toxic 
contaminants as a result of pollution incidents; 

• Over-fishing, or changes in agricultural management practices; 

• Potential air pollution emissions from the identified site for an Energy from 
Waste facility to be built during the Plan period in neighbouring Restormel 
Borough; 

• Potential air pollutants from Newquay Airport; 

• Tourism impacts associated with the River Camel Trail; and 

• Strategic policies of Restormel Borough to concentrate development outside 
St Austell and Newquay in the market towns and villages, some of which are 
close to the SAC.  
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Tintagel-Marsland-Clovelly Coast SAC: 

• Climatic change and potential impacts of flooding in lower lying settlements; 

• Changes in agricultural management practices; 

• Seasonal impacts on vegetation from holiday visitors and increased demand 
for car parking within the SAC; 

• Potential impacts associated with development outside the District boundary 
to the north, in North Devon, and the adjacent SAC coastline; and  

• Potential air pollution emissions from the proposed Energy from Waste plant 
to be built outside the District. 

 

Conclusions 
2.23. The initial screening indicates that the Spatial Hierarchy and Core Policies CS2, CS3, 

CS4, CS 5 and CS6 and the associated settlement specific Core Policies, CS8, CS9, 
CS10, CS11, CS12, CS13 and CS14 should not have any significant impacts on the 
SACs lying within the 10km boundary, but outside the District.  

2.24. Parts of the Culm Grasslands in North Devon situated in closest proximity to the 
north east of the District could face a potential, but unlikely threat, if demand for 
additional water abstraction and wastewater treatments in the settlements of Bude 
and Stratton were to lead to water shortages (Core Policy CS10 Bude-Stratton). This 
would only be a concern if sources of water to the reservoirs at Roadford and 
Northcombe were to fall dramatically. However, this is more likely to be an issue 
that would relate to any planned expansion of settlements closer to the SAC sites in 
North Devon, such as Bradworthy, Hartland and Holsworthy.  

2.25. The conclusion is supported by English Nature’s view (now Natural England)  who 
state that given the Conservation Objectives of these sites and the sensitive of 
interest features “we advise that there should be no likely significance effects provide such 
development is to be appropriately located and adequate measures taken to ensure 
adequate waste/flood water management.”.   
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Table 2.3:  Initial Screening of the Core Strategy 

Site Qualifying features Key environmental 
conditions to support 
site’s integrity 

Possible impacts arising 
from the Core Strategy 
(causal chain effect) 

Is there a 
significant risk 
(grade this?) 

Possible impacts 
from other trends 
/plans 

 

 

Breney 
Common, Goss 
and Tregoss 
Moors SAC (only 
small part within 
NCDC) 

Northern Atlantic wet 
heaths (Annex 1 habitat) 
with Erica tetralix, and to a 
smaller extent, dry heath 
occur in this site. This 
supports bog-mosses, 
orchids and some nationally 
scarce plants.  

There are clusters of three 
marsh fritillary butterfly 
sub-populations (Annex II 
species (Euphydryas aurinia)  
as well as moths, 
dragonflies and damselflies.  
The wet heaths also 
support a population of 
European nightjar. 

 

Soil structure reflecting 
former mining operations 
which caused poor drainage. 
Retention of standing water, 
bogs, marshes, and 
maintenance of air and water 
quality, and hydrological 
regime to maintain wet heath. 

Minimal air pollution and 
absence of agro-chemicals and 
related road/bridge surface 
run-off. Well designed car 
parking surfaces to minimise 
effects of run-off. 

Heath    Heath and scrub, and humid 
grassland. Limited impact on 
vegetation by visitors and 
recreational use. Increased 

Breney Common lies to the 
south west and south of 
Bodmin. 

Policy CS2 is expected to 
deliver a total of 1,820 
dwellings in Bodmin over the 
20 year period to 2026 (25% 
of the District total of 7,600). 
Policy CS8 sets out the 
strategic framework for 
Bodmin with around 40% of 
the housing being planned for 
the east and west of the town. 
Allocations for a further 1,000 
dwellings beyond the town 
boundary have also been 
identified. There are unlikely 
to be any major impacts from 
this low level of development, 

Core Policies CS2, 
CS3, CS4, CS5, CS6 
and CS8 will have no 
adverse effects at this 
level but should be 
assessed for adverse 
effects in development 
control policies and 
site allocations 

 

Road transport 
improvements associated 
with the A30/ A391 and 
increased growth of local 
and visitor traffic levels 
could lead to increasing 
air pollution emissions, 
and surface water run-off.  

The development of an 
energy from waste site 
(EfW) outside the 
District now likely to be 
at St Dennis but subject 
to a public inquiry within 
the 10km boundary 
within Restormal 
Borough may lead to 
increased HGV 
movements on the A30 
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European dry heaths 
(Annex 1 habitat) – parts of 
the SAC are also an 
example of H4 Ulex gallii – 
Agrostis curtisii heath, with a 
limited south-western 
distribution in Britain. 

access which could lead to 
fire risks and damage by 
vehicles. Traditional 
management including grazing 
and scrub clearance. 

although there could be 
potential incremental increases 
in air pollution emissions from 
housing and additional traffic 
and recreational activity 
related to the new housing 
sites. 

Bodmin is seen as a 
strategically important centre 
for new employment and 
business park development as 
identified in the Bodmin 
Futures 2020 Vision. The 
allocation is for 29ha of 
employment land in total in 
Bodmin over the 20 year 
period to 2026, in line with 
draft RSS recognition of the 
sub regional importance of the 
town. The area identified for 
expansion consists mainly of an 
existing industrial and 
commercial area with good 
access to the highway 
network. There could be 
increases in air pollution 
emissions from additional 
traffic, and surface water run-
off, but not in close proximity 
to the SAC. 

Neither Policy CS4 (Affordable 
Housing), or Policy CS5 
(Economic Development) 
which aims to increase self-
containment or Policy CS6 
(Tourism) should have any 
major impacts on the Breney 
Common SAC. 

 There could also be 
some potential air 
pollution emissions 
depending on wind 
direction. 

Practical difficulties 
associated with land 
ownership by Common 
Rights holders. 

The North Cornwall 
Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment Report 
(SFRA) Level 1 report 
indicates that Bodmin is 
subject to problem 
drainage areas, and any 
future potential 
allocations or 
regeneration sites within 
flood zones 2 and 3 
should be informed by 
the Level 2 SFRA. The 
Level 2 SFRA however 
concludes that 
sustainable urban 
drainage can be achieved 
on allocation sites 
without impacting 
significantly on site 
viability. 
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Crowdy Marsh 
SAC 

Transition mires and 
quaking bogs (Annex 1 
habitat) around the edge of 
the granite massif of 
Bodmin Moor and adjoining 
the freshwater Crowdy 
reservoir. Considered to be 
one of the best areas for 
this habitat in the UK. 
Feeder streams provide 
important habitat for bog-
moss and transition mire 
plant species.   

Site is within Bodmin Moor 
SSSI, and Crowdy Reservoir 
is important for breeding 
birds including black-headed 
gulls, great crested grebes, 
mallard, Canada goose and 
lapwing and winter wildfowl 

Careful management of water 
levels and balanced 
hydrological regime. Minimal 
air pollution and absence of 
agro-chemical run off. 

Limited impact by 
recreational and visitor use 
from adjacent Crowdy 
Reservoir which is also a local 
birdwatching reserve, some 
fishing and a beauty spot, 
although the SAC is not open 
to visitors.   

Low recreational disturbance 
of birds, for example through 
dog walking, and limited 
impact on vegetation. Well 
designed car parking surfaces 
to minimise effects of run-off. 

 

Policy CS2 (Development 
Requirements - Housing) 
allocates a programmed 
release of dwellings. The 
nearest settlement to Crowdy 
Marsh is Camelford which 
along with Bude, Stratton, 
Wadebridge and Padstow will 
deliver 1,990 new dwellings 
between 2006-2026 (25% of 
District total).  The aim is to 
achieve 40% of new housing on 
brownfield sites. Policy CS11 
sets out the strategic 
framework for Camelford 
(including Tregoodwell) which 
is a locally important service 
centre and aims to increase 
self-containment. About 4% 
(280 dwellings including 60 
affordable dwellings) of the 
7,600 total housing provision 
for the District is to be 
accommodated in the town. 

Possible impacts would relate 
to increased demand for water 
at both Camelford and 
Launceston, potentially 
resulting in the 
extension/improvement of 
pipelines transporting water 
from the freshwater reservoir 
which adjoins the SAC.  In 
addition, further development 
will require adequate 
wastewater treatment 
measures. There could be 
potential increased 

Core 
Policy 
CS2 and 
CS11 may 
potentially 
have very 
limited 
location 
specific 
adverse 
effects. 

 

Core 
Policies 
CS3, 
CS4,CS5 
and CS6 
should 
not have 
adverse 
effects at 
this level 
but 
should be 
assessed 
for 
adverse 
effects in 
develop-
ment 
control 
policies 
and site 
allocations 

 

Issue of water levels 
related to reservoir usage 
and climate change. 
Currently Colliford 
Reservoir and Roadford 
Reservoir serve this area, 
with the smaller 
reservoirs providing 
backup. 

There could also be 
some potential air 
pollution emissions from 
the proposed Energy 
from Waste plant outside 
the District depending on 
wind direction. 

Crowdy Reservoir is 
owned by South West 
Water and managed by 
the South West Lakes 
Trust which has an 
Integrated Management 
Plan for the site.  
National Cycle Route 3 
passes close to the SAC.  

Additional seasonal 
impacts from holiday 
visitors to the Reservoir 
(numbers unknown), 
Bodmin Moor and 
travelling on the 
A39/A395. A relief road 
to the west of Camelford 
is being sought to 
alleviate congestion along 
the A39 through 
Camelford within the 
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recreational activity at the 
reservoir over the Plan period. 
This could result in increased 
vehicle journeys to the 
reservoir and be associated 
with air pollution and 
additional run-off (depending 
on the surface structure) 

Policy CS3 (Development 
Requirements – Employment) 
allocates most employment 
and business development sites 
to Bodmin and Launceston 
(75% of the District total). 
While the strategic Policy 
CS11 for Camelford identifies 
the town as fourth in the 
employment development 
hierarchy, with provision of 
2ha to be on land west of 
Highfield Road.  Neither the 
Spatial Hierarchy or Policy 
CS3, and CS11 should have 
any major impacts on the 
Crowdy Marsh, apart from 
incremental increases in 
vehicle use and recreational 
activity.  

Plan period and to assist 
regeneration. 

Land ownership issues 
associated with the site 
comprising Common 
Land and privately-owned 
land. A Countryside 
Stewardship agreement 
has been negotiated by 
English Nature (Natural 
England). 

River Camel 
SAC 

 

 

Tidal river with mud and 
sand flats, lagoons, 
saltworks, marshes and 
pastures. 

European dry heath 
(Annex 1 habitat) 
containing old sessile oak 
woods and alluvial forests.  

Maintenance of water levels 
and water quality. Minimal 
atmospheric pollution to 
protect ancient woodland. 
Absence of agro-chemical run 
off. 

Traditional management 
including grazing and scrub 

Development of new housing 
to meet overall requirement of 
7,600 dwellings (Policy CS2)  
across all the District 
settlements over the Plan 
period will add to increased 
demand for water, and would 
require adequate wastewater 
treatment measures. The 

Core Policies CS2, 
CS3, CS4, CS5, CS6, 
CS8,  CS11, CS12, 
CS13, CS14 will have 
no adverse effect at 
this level but should be 
assessed for adverse 
effects in development 
control policies and 

Changes in coastal water 
levels and water flow, and 
water abstraction. 
Increased discharges 
either through drainage, 
runoff from roads and 
river crossings on the 
A39/A30/A389.  

The North Cornwall 
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The river is a designated 
habitat for Annex II species 
the bullhead (Cottus gobio) 
and the main stronghold of 
the otter (lutra lutra) in the 
South West due to the 
rivers’s clean and good 
ecological condition. 
Atlantic Salmon are also 
found in the Camel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

clearance. 

Limited impact by 
recreational and visitor use 
including water sports, fishing.  
Well designed car parking 
surfaces to minimise effects of 
run-off on land adjacent to 
the river. 

Otter and bullhead 
populations are dependent on 
high water quality and a 
natural river environment, 
and require strong fish 
populations, and areas of 
cover for breeding and lying-
up. 

settlements lying in closest 
proximity to the river are:  

Bodmin (Policy CS8) has been 
identified as fulfilling criteria of 
a ’market town’ in the draft 
RSS, but the Core Strategy 
identifies a phased release of 
land for 1,820 dwellings and 
infrastructure over the Plan 
period with significant urban 
extensions to the east and 
west of the town and around 
730 affordable dwellings;  

Camelford (Policy CS11) is a 
locally important service 
centre and the Core Strategy 
aims to increase self-
containment. About 4% (280 
dwellings including 60 
affordable dwellings) of the 
7,600 total housing provision 
for the District is to be 
accommodated in the town. 

Wadebridge (Policy CS12) is 
an important service centre 
with a planned urban extension 
of 250 dwellings (out of a total 
of 760 dwellings) to the east 
adjoining the A389. 

Padstow (Policy CS13) is a 
major tourist destination but 
will have limited expansion 
related to community and local 
employment needs.   

Rock/Tredizzick (Policy CS14) 
aims to accommodate local 

site allocations, 
particularly in relation 
to Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment at 
Wadebridge. 

SRFA Part 2 Report 
indicates that flood risk 
and problem surface 
water drainage areas are 
a serious concern for 
Wadebridge. This will 
require consideration for 
developer contributions 
to flood defences in new 
development areas. 

Toxic contamination as a 
result of oil/chemical 
spills, industrial 
waste/emissions. Non-
toxic contaminants 
through sewerage 
discharge. 

Potential air pollution 
emissions from the 
proposed Energy from 
Waste plant if built within 
the Plan period, 
depending on wind 
direction, as well as from 
Newquay Airport.  

Over-fishing, changes in 
agricultural management 
practices 

Tourism impacts 
associated with The River 
Camel Trail on 11 miles 
of disused railway linking 
Bodmin, Wadebridge, 
Padstow and an 
extension to Camelford.  

Impacts associated with 
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and community services to 
make these settlements more 
sustainable.  

New housing and employment 
sites outlined in Policies CS2 
CS3, CS4, CS5 especially at 
Bodmin, Camelford and 
Wadebridge over the Plan 
period could create potential 
air pollution emissions and give 
rise to additional traffic levels. 
This could lead to increased 
runoff and pollution from 
roads and river crossings.  In 
addition to the need for 
further infrastructure 
associated with fresh water 
supply and effluent.   

There could be an incremental 
rise in recreational use over 
the Plan period associated with 
additional dwellings and new 
employment, as well as 
seasonal visitor levels (Policy 
CS6). This could relate to the 
dry heath, river banks and 
cycle path and include impacts 
associated with increased 
noise, visual presence, and 
trampling of adjacent 
riverbanks, paths and heaths, 
and predation by dogs.  

Restormel BC Strategic 
Policy 1 to locate 
development in the 
market towns and rural 
service centres 

Tintagel-
Marsland-
Clovelly Coast 
SAC 

Vegetated sea cliffs of 
the Atlantic 
coast/European dry 
heath – An Annex I habitat 
with extensive length of 

Minimal atmospheric pollution 
to protect ancient woodland 
and cliff vegetation. Absence 
of agro-chemical run off. 

The major coastal villages 
outlined in the Spatial 
Hierarchy, Policy CS4 
(Affordable Housing) and 
Policy CS14 (Village 

Core Policies CS2, 
CS3, CS4, CS5. CS6  
and CS10  and CS14 
will have no adverse 
effect at this level but 

Climatic change and 
prevailing weather 
conditions. Flood 
prevention measures by 
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west facing hard coastal cliff 
designated because of its 
range of maritime influence 
and vegetation developed 
on hard neutral to acidic 
sedimentary rocks. This 
includes old sessile oak 
woods, with some ash and 
alder and maritime heath 
and scrub, and rich lichen 
flora and bryophytes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traditional management 
including grazing and scrub 
clearance of vegetation. The 
sea cliffs require limited 
management and are fairly 
inaccessible to human beings. 

Limited impact on vegetation 
through recreational use by 
visitors, and well designed car 
parking surfaces to minimise 
effects of run-off. 

Absence of flood impacts or 
drought due to weather 
conditions and climate 
change. 

 

development) situated along 
the SAC coastline include: 
Boscastle, Port Isaac/Port 
Gaverne, 
Polzeath/Trebetherick, 
Rock/Tredrizzick, Tintagel, 
Trevone and St Merryn/Shop 
These villages have the 
capacity to function as locally 
important centres, but will 
only be required to deliver 
affordable housing 
demonstrated by local need.   

Both Bude-Stratton (including 
Ploughhill) (Policy CS10) 
adjoining the SAC are 
identified to accommodate 
some growth (10% of District 
total)  as the Core Strategy 
identifies them as an important 
service centres (defined as a 
small town in the South West 
RSS) serving both the town 
and its rural hinterland, as well 
as being a tourist resort. A 
development brief will be a 
requirement for the 400 
planned urban extension east 
of Bude. 

There could be very limited 
impacts relating to potential air 
pollution emissions from new 
housing and employment, as 
well as additional traffic levels, 
and demand for wastewater 
facilities (Core Policies CS2, 
CS3, CS5, CS6).  

should be assessed for 
adverse effects in 
development control 
policies and site 
allocations.  

the Environment Agency. 

The North Cornwall 
SFRA Level 1 Report 
recommends that further 
Level 2 SFRA will be 
required for any 
development allocations 
in Bude/Stratton due to 
problem drainage areas, 
particularly in flood zones 
3a and 3b. The Level 2 
SFRA concludes that 
although surface water 
drainage is a serious issue 
in Bude-Stratton due to 
Problem Drainage Areas, 
sustainable urban 
drainage can be achieved 
on potential allocation 
sites without a significant 
impact on site viability. 

Additional seasonal 
impacts on vegetation 
from holiday visitors, 
mainly seasonal. Demand 
for increased car parking. 

Changes in agricultural 
management practices. 

Potential air pollution 
emissions from the 
proposed Energy from 
Waste plant and outside 
the District depending on 
wind direction, if built 
within Plan period. 

Potential impacts 
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There could also be an 
incremental rise in recreational 
use over the Plan period 
associated with additional 
dwellings and new 
employment, combining with 
increased visitor numbers. 

associated with 
development outside the 
District. 

Culm 
Grasslands SAC 

(lies outside the 
District in North 
Devon) 

Molinia meadows and 
Northern Atlantic wet 
heaths - Annex 1 habitat 
with the Monlinia fen-
meadows being important 
for conservation of flora 
and fauna, particularly 
species that are 
characteristic to south-
western Europe, such as 
meadow thistle and 
whorled caraway. The site 
contains the largest cluster 
of sites for the marsh 
fritillary butterfly in the 
south-west  

Careful management of water 
levels and balanced 
hydrological regime. Minimal 
air pollution and absence of 
agro-chemical run off. 

Retention of standing water, 
bogs, marshes, and 
maintenance of air and water 
quality, and hydrological 
regime to maintain wet heath 
and butterfly populations. 

Limited impact by 
recreational and visitor use 
on vegetation. 

Traditional management 
including grazing and scrub 
clearance. 

New housing and employment 
sites outlined in the Spatial 
Hierarchy and Core Policies, 
CS2, CS3, CS4, CS5 and 
tourism policy CS6 over the 
Plan period could create 
demand for additional water, 
and wastewater treatments in 
Bude and Stratton (Policy 
CS10). In North Devon this 
would relate to the 
settlements closest to the 
grasslands - Bradworthy, 
Hartland and Holsworthy.  

Core Policies CS2, 
CS3, CS4, CS5, CS6  
and CS10 will have no 
adverse effect at this 
level but should be 
assessed for adverse 
effects in development 
control policies and 
site allocations in 
relation to those parts 
of the Culm grasslands 
that lie closest to the 
District. 

Climatic change and 
prevailing weather 
conditions. Flood 
prevention measures by 
the Environment Agency. 

The North Cornwall 
SFRA Level 1 Report 
recommends that further 
Level 2 SFRA will be 
required for any 
development allocations 
in Bude/Stratton due to 
problem drainage areas, 
particularly in flood zones 
3a and 3b. The Level 2 
SFRA concludes that 
although surface water 
drainage is a serious issue 
in Bude-Stratton due to 
Problem Drainage Areas, 
sustainable urban 
drainage can be achieved 
on potential allocation 
sites without a significant 
impact on site viability. 

Changes in agricultural 
management practices. 
Traditionally management 
of the Culm has relied on 
farmers carrying out 
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selective winter burning, 
and rough summer 
grazing. This approach is 
is supported by the 
Wildlife Enhancement 
Scheme and has achieved 
95% take-up.  

Potential impacts 
associated with 
development outside the 
District, in North Devon. 

Increased discharges 
either through drainage 
and runoff from roads 
A386, A3073, A3079 and 
A39.  

South West Water 
abstracts water from the 
River Tamar to supply 
Roadford Reservoir, and 
subsequently 
Northcombe Treatment 
Works. 

Plymouth Sound 
and Estuaries 
SAC 

(outside the 
District on the 
border between 
Devon and 
Cornwall. The 
Tamar river 
extends along its 
length into North 
Cornwall) 

Sandbanks, Estuaries, 
shallow inlets and bays, 
reefs and Atlantic salt 
meadows (Annex 1 
habitats) covering the 
estuaries of the rivers 
Tamar, Lynher and Tavy. 
The Tamar river provides 
the main input of fresh 
water into the estuary 
complex and forms a ria. 
The lower reaches form 
extensive tidal mud-flats 

The geology and geography of 
Plymouth Sound make it very 
sensitive to oil pollution due 
to levels of military and 
commercial shipping. 

Increased pressure for 
recreational moorings and 
associated facilities and port 
development and dredging 
could increase pollution and 
disturb habitats, and 
contribute to increased 

New housing and employment 
sites outlined in the Spatial 
Hierarchy and Core Policies, 
CS2, CS3, CS4, CS5 and CS6 
over the Plan period could 
create demand for additional 
water, and wastewater 
treatments. Core Policies CS2, 
CS3, CS4, CS5 and CS6 should 
not have any significant impacts 
due to the distance from this 
SAC. 

Not relevant due to 
spatial reference and 
distance from 
NATURA 2000 site. 

Climatic change and 
prevailing weather 
conditions. 

Issue of water levels 
related to reservoir usage 
and climate change. The 
main source of water for 
North, South and West 
Devon and North East 
Cornwall is Roadford 
Reservoir between 
Okehampton and 
Launceston. Water is 
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bordered by saltmarsh 
communities which are rich 
in bivalves and other 
invertebrates and important 
feeding grounds for water 
birds of European 
importance. The SAC is 
also  

sewage discharges. 

Increasing tourism and 
seasonal boat trips around the 
tributaries could lead to 
disturbance of Annex II 
species such as grey seals, 
otters, bottlenose dolphin, 
Allis shad, and plant species 
including shore dock.  

Pollution could affect feeding 
sources for wintering and 
passage water birds. 

 

abstracted from the 
Tamar until it drops 
below the prescribed 
flow set by the 
Environment Agency. 

Increased discharges 
either through drainage, 
runoff from roads and 
river crossings including 
the A38/A374/A388. 

Toxic contamination as a 
result of oil/chemical 
spills, industrial 
waste/emissions. Non-
toxic contaminants 
through sewerage 
discharge. 

Development proposals 
associated with Plymouth 
City and Caradon 
District Councils. 

Phoenix United 
Mine and 
Crow’s Nest 
SAC 

(situated on the 
south-eastern edge 
of Bodmin Moor, 
outside in Caradon 
District) 

Calaminarian grasslands 
which supports the total 
known world population 
for Cornish path-moss as 
well as other rare 
bryophytes. 

Retention of sparsely-
vegetated metalliferous mine- 
soil. 

Traditional management 
regime including low intensity 
grazing to control scrub 
invasion. Threats from other 
invasive plant species 
surrounding the site, including 
gorse, willows, cotoneaster, 
rhododendron.  

Absence of tipping, 
landscaping and recreational 
activities such as motorbike 

The Spatial Hierarchy and 
Core Policies CS2, CS3,CS4, 
CS5, CS6 should not have any 
significant impacts due to the 
distance from this SAC. 

Not relevant due to 
spatial reference and 
distance from 
NATURA 2000 site. 

Collapse or removal of 
mine spoil tips, artificial 
landscaping. 

Potential impacts 
associated with 
development or highway 
infrastructure outside the 
District. 

Climatic change and 
prevailing weather 
conditions. 

Introduction of woody 
species that could invade 
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scrambling, climbing which 
could damage habitat. 

the site.  

St Austell Clay 
Pits 

(situated in 
Restormel 
Borough) 

Designated for the 
Annex II species of 
liverwort - Western 
rustwort within china clay 
workings across three sub-
sites. This is the only 
known UK locality within 
china clay workings in 
Cornwall. 

Dependent on management 
of existing active china clay 
workings in close proximity, 
since the liverwort colonises 
exposed china clay waste and 
decaying granite rocks. 

Control and management of 
scrub, heathers and grasses to 
avoid invasion.  

The Spatial Hierarchy and 
Core Policies CS2, CS3, CS4, 
CS5 and CS6 should not have 
any significant impacts due to 
the distance from this SAC. 

Not relevant due to 
spatial reference and 
distance from 
NATURA 2000 site. 

Existing working and 
management practices by 
companies involved in 
china clay extraction and 
quarrying. 

St Austell is a centre for 
tourism and development 
and infrastructure 
pressures, including 
cycleways could lead to 
fragmentation and loss of 
habitat. 

Climatic change and 
prevailing weather 
conditions. 

 

Determining Significance:   

 Policy will have a neutral or positive effect 

 Policy will have no adverse effect at this level but should be assessed for adverse effects in development control policies and site 
allocations 

 Policy may potentially have a District wide adverse effects 

 Policy may potentially have a location specific adverse effects 

 Policy is likely to have a significant location specific adverse effects 

 Not relevant due to spatial reference and distance from NATURA 2000 site 

 


