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1. NON TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

Introduction 

1.1. Land Use Consultants was appointed by North Cornwall District Council to 
undertake the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) / Sustainability Appraisal 
(SA) of their Local Development Framework (LDF).  The LDF must be subject to a 
Sustainability Appraisal (SA) under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, 
and must be prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive1. 

1.2. The difference between SEA and SA is that SEA is more focused on environmental 
impacts, whilst SA includes a wider range of considerations, extending to the social 
and economic impacts of the Local Development Framework as well as the 
environmental impacts.  This SEA/SA was undertaken in line with ODPM guidance on 
SA2.  A key output of the SEA/SA process is a Sustainability Appraisal report which 
describes which elements of the Local Development Framework have been appraised 
and how, and the likely significant sustainability effects which may result from the 
implementation of the LDF. 

1.3. This report constitutes the Non Technical Summary relating to the SEA/SA of the 
Generic Development Management Policies DPD.  It provides a brief overview of 
the character of North Cornwall, the key issues, options, conclusions and 
recommendations.  Detailed findings are included in the SEA/SA of the Development 
Management DOD.  The full SEA/SA is split into five documents and supporting 
appendices.  These include: 

• Volume 1:   Joint Scoping Report 

• Volume 1A:   Appendices 

• Volume 2:   Issues and Options Review 

• Volume 3:   Review of the Preferred Options 

• Volume 3A:   Appendices 
 

1.4. The SEA/SA will be submitted alongside the Generic Development Management 
Policies Development Plan Document to provide the public and statutory consultees 
with the opportunity to express their opinions on both sets of documents.  After a 
period of consultation both documents will be revised before they are submitted to 
the Secretary of State in March 2006.  An examination will then be held before an 
independent inspector to consider the soundness of the plans before the final 
Development Plan Document is adopted 

 

                                            
1
 European Directive 2001/42/EC 

2
 Sustainability of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents, Guidance for Regional 

Planning Bodies and Local Planning Authorities, ODPM, November 2005 
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SA/SEA Stages 

1.5. ODPM’s guidance specifies a number of stages of work, which need to be 
undertaken.  Stages A to C have been completed: 

Stage A:  Setting context and scope 

1.6. The scoping stage gathered information about other relevant plans, programmes, 
North Cornwall’s characteristics and SEA/SA objectives and indicators.  This 
information was then used to identify the key sustainability issues for North Cornwall 
and the draft SA objectives and indicators specifically for the District Council.  The 
SEA/SA objectives were based on the Government’s four pillars of sustainable 
development: 

• Social progress which meets the needs of everyone 

• Effective protection of the environment 

• Prudent use of resources 

• Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 
 
1.7. ODPM’s SA guidance recommended that objectives were developed within an input 

from key stakeholders.  The draft objectives were considered at a workshop in May 
and revised accordingly, also taking into account comments from statutory 
consultees.  The outputs of the tasks outlined above formed part of a Joint Scoping 
Report which was published for consultation in June 2005. 

Table 1:  Revised Headline SA/SEA Objectives 

1 To protect and enhance the natural and built environment and promote its positive 
contribution to North Cornwall’s present and future well being 

2 To promote and increase social inclusion 

3 To reduce the district’s contribution to climate change 

4 To minimise consumption of natural resources 

5 To achieve and promote sustainable land use and built development 

6 To develop a vibrant and sustainable economy 

7 To improve the social and environmental performance of the economy 

8 To achieve and promote high level provision and use of sustainable modes of 
transport where possible 

 

Stage B:  Developing and refining options 

1.8. Stage B of the SEA/SA involved the identification and appraisal of issues and options 
for achieving the objectives of the LDF.  It was conducted in the summer of 2005 and 
resulted in an analysis of the sustainability strengths and weaknesses of the Core 
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Strategy.  The appraisal was used as an internal document to inform the development 
of the Core Strategy Preferred Options as well as other DPDs.  The findings of this 
work were carried forward, where relevant, into the existing appraisal.   

Stage C:  Appraising the effects of the plan 

1.9. Stage C entailed predicting and assessing the effects of the preferred options for the 
Development Management DPD against the SEA/SA objectives, where relevant 
potential mitigation measures were proposed, as well as measures for maximising 
beneficial effects.   

Stage D: Consulting on the Core Strategy DPD and the SA Report 

1.10.  This Sustainability Appraisal of the Generic Development Management Policies DPD 
has been produced for the statutory six week pre submission public participation 
stage alongside the Preferred Options Core Strategy.  In light of representations 
during this six week period, subsequent alterations may be made to both documents; 
the Preferred Options and this SEA/SA. 

Stage E: Monitoring Implementation of the LDF 

1.11. Stage E will follow the adoption of the LDF.   
 
 

Who was consulted? 

1.12. Public involvement through consultation is a key element of the SEA/SA.  The SEA 
Regulations set out specific requirement for consultation with the Statutory 
Environmental Bodies as well as the public and other “interested parties”.  Statutory 
Environmental Bodies are: 

 

• Natural England (formerly the Countryside Agency and English Nature) 

• English Heritage 

• Environment Agency 
 

1.13. Detailed comments received during the consultation process during Stage A are 
included in Volume 1 A, Appendix 2 of the SEA/SA of the Generic Development 
Management Policies DPD, June 2007.   

What does the SEA/SA Report contain? 

1.14. The SEA/SA report contains the following elements: 

• An outline of contents, the methodology and description of the SEA/SA process 
and the specific SEA/SA tasks undertaken (Volume 1). 

• A review of other plans and programmes to the DPD (Volume 1). 

• A description of the environmental and sustainability context (Volume 1). 

• A summary of key sustainability issues (Volume 1). 
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• The SEA/SA Framework which sets out the SEA/SA objectives for assessing the 
Core Strategy (Volume 1). 

• A review of the Issues and Options papers (Volume 2). 

• A review of the Preferred Options (Volume 3). 

Some of these elements are described in further detail below: 

 

A Review of Plans and Policies relevant to the Planning 
Strategy (Stage A) 

1.15. The Generic Development Management Policies DPD is affected by and will itself 
influence a wide range of other plans and programmes at a national, regional and local 
level.  The SEA/SA of the Generic Development Management Policies, June 
2007 contains a full review of relevant plans and programmes and details how they 
interact in the development of the DPD and the preparation of SEA/SA Objectives.   

 
 

Characterisation of North Cornwall (Stage A) 

1.16. North Cornwall covers an area of 740 square kilometres, extending from Bodmin in 
the south, to Bude in the north.  It is the largest district local authority area in the 
South West and the twelfth largest authority in England.  In land use terms the 
District is predominately rural in character, interspersed by six key settlements of 
Bodmin, Bude, Wadebridge, Camelford, Padstow and Launceston, where 
approximately 48% of the population live3.  The remaining area comprises of smaller 
settlements and minor villages sitting within diverse landscape ranging from dramatic 
coastlines to the wilderness of Bodmin Moor.  It is the most sparsely populated 
district in Cornwall, with 0.67 of people per hectare compared to 1.41 in the county. 

 
1.17. North  Cornwall, like the remainder of the county, qualifies for Objective 1 status 

until 2006, which will provide opportunities for significant investment in the 
restructuring of the local economy. Tourism, manufacturing, construction, retail and 
the service sector are important industrial sectors which are dominated by small to 
medium sized enterprises.  Average earnings, productivity and GDP per head are 
much lower than the national average. The number of people in full time employment 
is lower than the remainder of Cornwall, understandably given the high proportion of 
retired people.  Although unemployment figures are slightly lower than the national 
average, there are pockets of high unemployment within the district, predominately 
within the towns.  The district also experiences fluctuations in unemployment levels 
reflecting the seasonal changes in the tourism trade.  Like the remainder of Cornwall, 
the rate of employment growth has risen, albeit that the smallest increase was 
experienced in North Cornwall.   

 
1.18. A further 7,600 homes are due to be built in North Cornwall by 2026, with a 

predicted rate of 400 per annum until 2016, and 360 per annum from 2016 to 2026.  
                                            
3 ONS Census 2001 
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There is a severe shortage of affordable housing, throughout the district, which when 
combined with low incomes levels, house price inflation, a demand for second homes 
and in migration of higher age groups with expendable incomes, makes it extremely 
difficult for people to purchase a home.  Figures indicate that the district suffers from 
pockets of deprivation which relate particularly to barriers to housing and local 
services4. 

 
1.19. North Cornwall has a wealth of unique habitats, flora and fauna and a diverse 

landscape ranging from high moorland to river landscapes with a dramatic coastal 
belt.  It contains international, national and local designated sites including Special 
Areas of Conservation, Regional Important Geological Sites, SSSIs, County Wildlife 
Sites, Local Nature Reserves, Cornwall AONB and stretches of Heritage Coast.  In 
addition, there is a range of archaeological and historic sites including Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments, Listed Buildings, Conservation Areas and Historic Parks and 
Gardens.  Key environmental issues for the area are the need to balance a high 
quality natural and built environment withan increase in development, respond to sea 
level rise and flooding; (the greatest natural hazard facing North Cornwall) and to tap 
into opportunities for renewable energy generation. 

 

Appraisal of Issues and Options (Stage B) 

1.20. Issues and Options reports, prepared in 2003 by North Cornwall District Council, 
were reviewed against the SA objectives.  Given the broad generalities of most of 
those options the appraisal only summarised the principles involved.  It should be 
noted that uncertainties underlie many of the alternative options presented, and 
whilst issues such as housing growth, waste generation, mineral and energy 
consumption and transport infrastructure can be identified at a local authority level, 
the responsibility of achieving sustainability targets will be reliant on sub regional 
objectives and decisions falling to other adjacent local authorities. 

 
1.21. The results of the appraisal of the Issues and Options indicate that whilst the Issues 

and Options addressed should have broadly positive effects in terms of achieving 
sustainable development, there are a number of topics which need to be addressed 
and these are summarised under the headings below: 

1.22. Strategy:  Three strategy options were presented in the report which responded to 
increasing levels of growth within the District.  Options included: 

• Option 1:  To continue to implement the strategy in the current Local Plan 
which is based on a settlement hierarchy and seeks to spread development within 
the principal towns (6), the main villages (32) and minor villages (62). 

• Option 2:  To focus future development on the four largest towns (Bodmin, 
Bude, Launceston and Wadebridge).  Outside of these towns additional small 
scale housing allocations would be directed to Camelford, Padstow and to some 
main villages with an appropriate level of facilities, services, access to employment 
opportunities and reasonable links. 

                                            
4 Index of Multiple Deprivation, 1998, ODPM 
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• Option 3:  To focus future development on the four largest towns (Bodmin, 
Bude, Launceston and Wadebridge). 

 
1.23. Conclusion/Recommendations:  It was very difficult to determine from the options 

presented which was more favourable in terms of sustainability.  It was considered 
that further information should be provided on the environmental sensitivities of 
different settlements in question, the type of employment to be encouraged, the 
likely scale of units, their impact on the environment and adjacent communities and 
the catchment area of the workforce.  In developing the Core Strategy, consideration 
should also be given to a potential slow down in growth, decline or stabilisation. 

1.24. Housing:  Proposals relating to the location, type and level of future housing have 
raised a number of issues, many of which need further consideration.  Some of the 
key questions are outlined below: 

• How will proposals change the demographic profile? 

• What rate of growth should be encouraged? 

• Will new residential development result in migration? 

• Will a significant number of houses be purchased as second homes? 

• What are the affordable housing targets and should they be more ambitious? 
 

1.25. Conclusion/Recommendations:  A detailed assessment of the type and density of 
housing should be undertaken on a settlement by settlement basis informed by local 
needs.   

1.26. Local Economy:  The issue of demographics naturally leads on to considering the 
local economy and local employment opportunities.  Key issues which need to be 
resolved include ensuring that future growth meets the needs of the local 
community, new businesses do not impact on the viability of adjacent land uses and 
cumulative impacts are monitored.    

1.27. Of fundamental importance to the district is the need to increase the diversity of 
employment opportunities and develop/enhance local communities’ qualifications and 
skills so that local employees can compete on an equal basis with people migrating 
into the area, attracted by the high quality of the environment.   

1.28. Conclusion/Recommendations:  Issues which were not addressed in the Issues and 
Options report and which should be explored include improvements to the existing 
skills base and support for adult education and retraining.  In addition, a detailed 
assessment should be undertaken of tourism capacity levels to ensure that there is a 
sensitive balance between communities’ needs and those of tourists, and where new 
enterprises are introduced consideration should be given to the potential negative 
effects on the viability of adjacent businesses. 

1.29. All future development proposals should be monitored to ensure that they address 
local need and they do not generate cumulative impacts.  A typical example relates to 
farm diversification schemes and the potential impact on the road network if 
developments are sited in close proximity to each other.  
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1.30. Services and facilities:  Proposals sought to overcome social deprivation and 
achieve more sustainable communities and were generally positive in meeting 
sustainability objectives. 

1.31. Conclusion/Recommendations:  In reviewing applications the viability of existing 
businesses must be considered, as well as negative impacts on adjacent land uses 
including communities’ quality of life.  This issue particularly relates to the late night 
economy and noisy or bad neighbour developments.  In addition, like other 
development proposals, opportunities should be explored to minimise car parking 
provision and consider dual use of facilities.  Contributions through section 106 
agreements should be targeted to areas of greatest need.  In considering new 
applications for formal recreational facilities, development should be located close to 
public transport routes. 

1.32. Renewable energy and conservation:  Issues and options outlined in the report 
were very broad and no targets were set for particular types of renewable energy. 

1.33. Conclusion/Recommendations:  Targets should be defined in the LDF relating to 
different types of renewable energy, and opportunities should be explored to support 
community initiatives.  With all proposals, consideration should be given to the scale, 
location and phasing of development and impacts on the environment, communities’ 
quality of life and adjacent land uses.   

1.34. Environment:  The impact of development on the environment will vary depending 
on its scale, phasing and location.  The LDF should take a positive stance to 
protecting the environment and ensuring that potential impacts are minimised.  
Opportunities must be explored where development can make a positive 
contribution to the environment as well as increasing the density of development, 
mindful of the fact that it is the environment which draws a significant number of 
people to the area. 

1.35. Conclusion/Recommendations:  Policies should seek not only to protect sites of nature 
conservation, heritage, archaeological and landscape interest, but also to support 
their improvement/enhancement.  Consideration should be given to the protection of 
soil, water and air quality as well as visual impacts. 

1.36. Design:  The Council should take a more proactive approach to achieving sustainable 
development.  Issues which should be considered include: 

• Water conservation 

• Waste generation 

• Soil quality 

• Visual impact and amenity 

• Noise and air pollution 

• Potential sterilisation of land 

• Sustainable design and construction practices 

• The utilisation of local labour in construction 

• Connections between adjacent communities 
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1.37. Conclusion/Recommendation:  A Design Guide should be produced for all development 
on the re-use of construction and demolition materials on site, e.g. through planning 
conditions requiring developers to provide a demolition plan and cover efficient 
water and energy use, reuse and sourcing of local materials.  Design proposals should 
consider opportunities to support renewable energy and sustainable urban drainage 
schemes.  This commitment should include both residential dwellings and large 
businesses. 

1.38. The LDF should take a favourable approach to new solutions to reduce energy and 
water consumption elsewhere, for example through new road infrastructure works, 
signage and community schemes (i.e. small scale wind turbines or biomass plants). 

1.39. Transport:  Without provision of adequate, reliable public transport network or 
alternative solutions, car dependency and use will increase, having negative effects on 
the environment and communities, increasing traffic congestion, air pollution and 
green house gas emissions.   

1.40. Conclusion/Recommendation:  Public transport infrastructure needs to be in place well 
in advance of new development occurring.  It is important not only to influence this 
modal shift through residential development (i.e. minimising car parking provision) 
but also through major employers.  All new large scale businesses should be required 
to submit green travel plans and commit some level of contribution /investment 
where development is not adjacent to the public transport network.  In addition, the 
dual use of car parking spaces should be explored where mixed uses lie in close 
proximity to each other. 

1.41. Innovative transport solutions need to be considered in more rural locations 
exploring opportunities for community car share schemes (dial a bus) and the 
promotion of more flexible working supported by improved telecommunications. 

1.42. General Points:  Planning for the control of mineral development and waste 
management is the responsibility of Cornwall County Council and does not need to 
be covered in North Cornwall’s LDF.  However, many of the issues relating to waste 
creation, the need for recycling and energy conservation are highly relevant to other 
local planning issues, and North Cornwall District Council should seek to liaise 
closely with the Cornwall County Council and include appropriate references to 
these issues in the Core Strategy. 

Appraisal of the Generic Development Management Policies 
DPD (Stage C) 

1.43. The following table provides a summary of the mitigation measures recommended 
through the appraisal of the Generic Development Management Policies DPD and 
outlines where policies support the SEA/SA objectives.  
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Table 2  Summary of mitigation measures. 
Relevant Policy Compliance with 

SEA/SA 
objectives 

Summary of mitigation measures 

DM 1 Landscape Objective I and 7 
 
Potential positive effects 
on Objective 5 

The SEA/SA recommends that minor changes are 
made to the Policy and supporting text.  The term 
“Green corridors into settlements” should be 
revised; are such green corridors to be created 
and or protected solely around towns or could 
they serve an important role in linking adjacent 
settlements?.   

DM2  Biodiversity and 
geodiversity 

Objective1and  7 The District should consider referring in the 
supporting text to Appropriate Assessment.  It is 
important to ensure that proposals in the Plan do 
not affect the integrity of SACs or other sites 
covered by the Habitats Directive.  The Council 
should liaise with English Nature to determine 
whether they need to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment for sites likely to have a significant 
effect on a SAC.  This issue will also need to be 
kept under review in subsequent DPDs if 
development proposals are advanced which could 
impact on any known sites.  We would 
recommend that Policy wording “Nationally and 
internationally” is reversed in order of importance. 

DM3 Flood risk and 
sustainable drainage 

Objective 1 and 5c The SEA/SA considers that this Policy should be 
revised to include a specific reference to 
development within Flood Zone 1, to align with 
information in the supporting text para 1.39 which 
states that ”proposals of 1hectare or more in areas of 
low flood risk (zone 1) are normally required to be 
accompanied by a flood risk assessment.”    

DM4 Design of new 
development – general 
design, amenity, 
landscaping and waste 
facilities 

Objective 1, 2, 3c, 4, and 
5b and 5c  
Potential positive effects 
on Objective 6 and 
Objective 7  

None proposed 

DM5 Design of new 
development access, 
parking and open space 

Objective 8 
Potential positive effects 
on objective 2  

None proposed 

DM6 Renewable energy 
development 

Objective 1d, 3 and 4 Consider expanding this policy to define small, 
medium and large scale development. 

DM7:  Renewable Energy 
Development in new 
development 

Significant positive 
effects on Objective 3. 
Objective 1a, 1d, 4 and 
5c.   

None proposed 

DM8;  Efficient use of 
resources 

Objective 2a, 3, 4; 5a None proposed 

DM9:  Transport 
assessments and green 
travel plans 

Objective 1d, 3a, 4 and 
8. 

Whilst no specific measures are proposed for this 
Policy, it is considered that the Generic 
Development Management Policies DPD should 
include a specific policy covering transport in rural 
areas and supporting affordable and accessible 
public transport between rural and urban areas, 
the development of other community transport 
schemes, and improvements in IT and Broadband.  
In order to reduce vehicular trips, it is important 
to ensure that recycled and secondary materials 
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Table 2  Summary of mitigation measures. 
Relevant Policy Compliance with 

SEA/SA 
objectives 

Summary of mitigation measures 

are used in construction, local materials are 
sourced where appropriate and measures are 
taken to minimise environmental effects including 
impacts on water pollution, land contamination and 
landscape character. Opportunities should also be 
explored to reduce consumption through for 
example alternative fuel sources.   

DM10:  Location and 
mix of housing 
development 

Objective 2e None proposed 

DM11:  Housing density Objective 2e No mitigation measures are proposed, however it 
will be important to ensure that the provision of 
facilities, especially primary schools, health and 
community facilities, keeps pace with the phased 
scale of housing proposed, and that the necessary 
infrastructure is provided. 
 

DM12:  Local Needs 
Housing 

Objective 2a and 2e.   None proposed 

DM13:  Affordable 
Housing 

Objective 2a and 2e; 
Potentially positive 
effects on objective 6  

None proposed 

DM14:  Exception sites 
for affordable housing 

Objective 2a and 2e; 
Potentially positive 
effects on objective 6 

None proposed 

DM15:  Removal of 
occupancy conditions 

Objective 5a The SEA review considers that the supporting text 
should include further details as to the timescale 
for the removal of an occupancy condition 
whereby the property has to be advertised for a 
set period.  It also recommends that within the 
Policy, specific reference is made to the need to 
undertake a detailed independent assessment in 
order to determine the reasons why a dwelling is 
redundant. 

DM16: Replacement 
dwellings in the 
countryside 

Objective 1, 2e and 5a None proposed 

DM17:  Gypsy and 
travellers sites 

Objective 1 and 2e, 
Potentially positive 
effects on objectives 
2b,,d and f, and objective 
8 

None proposed 

DM18:  Employment 
development 

Objective 2d, 6a and 8 None proposed 

DM19:  Loss of 
employment land 

Objective 2e, 2f 6, a  
 

None proposed 

DM20: Mixed Use Objective 3a, 2e, 5a; 6 
and 8a 

None proposed 

DM21:  Farm 
diversification 

Objective 2d, 5a and 6 

 

It is important to ensure that the cumulative 
effects of farm diversification schemes are 
considered. 
 

DM22;  Tourist Objective 5a, 6 and  8 Consideration should be given within this Policy to 
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Table 2  Summary of mitigation measures. 
Relevant Policy Compliance with 

SEA/SA 
objectives 

Summary of mitigation measures 

attractions the impact on the community and natural assets as 
referred to in para 4.35 of the supporting text.  As 
part of the market demand assessment and 
business plan work needs to be undertaken on 
tourism capacity levels to ensure that there is a 
sensitive balance between communities’ needs and 
those of tourists, and where new enterprises are 
introduced consideration should be given to 
potential negative cumulative effects.   
 

DM23:  Tourist 
Accommodation 

Objective 2e, 5a, 6 and 
8.   

None proposed 

DM24:  Conversion and 
re-use of rural buildings 

Objective 1; 2e, 5a and 6 Alongside an analysis of the viability of the 
proposed use (see para 4.56 of the DPD), 
consideration should be given to potential negative 
cumulative effects resulting through new 
developments and the potential impact on adjacent 
businesses and local communities quality of life.   

DM25:  Retail 
development in town 
centres 

Objective 6; objective 2f; 
objective 5a; objective 
1d, air, water, soil and 
noise quality,  

This Policy should be revised under clause to read 
“protect and where possible enhance the built 
environment and amenity of the area in terms of 
odour, noise and litter” 

DM26:  Retail 
development in villages 
and residential 
neighbourhoods 

Objective 2a, 2f, 6 and 
Objective 8 

None proposed 

DM27:  Retail 
development in the 
countryside 

Objectives3, 6 and 8 
Potential positive effects 
on Objective 1 

It is important to ensure that where a new retail 
use is located outside of the town centres, a 
detailed assessment is undertaken of the potential 
environmental impacts, the impact on adjacent land 
uses and the capacity of the road network to 
handle further movements. 

DM 28 Community 
Facilities 

Objective 2b, 2e and 2f, 
and Objective 8 
Potential positive effects 
on Objective 3 

None proposed 

 

Conclusions 

1.44. The Generic Development Management Policies align with the Core Strategy and are 
deemed to be sustainable. They provide a greater level of detail than is presented in 
the Core Strategy, but are supportive of, and link back to, the Core Strategy, with 
many of the objectives relating back to a Spatial Objective, Core Policy 1 ‘Sustainable 
Development’, or other Core Policy. 

1.45. The Generic Development Management Policies Preferred Options DPD also met 
most of the SEA/SA objectives defined through the scoping stage of the assessment.  
Inevitable tensions highlighted through the review are echoed in the Core Strategy 
and exist between SEA/SA objectives when sufficient land and associated 
infrastructure is required to meet predicted need.  The scale, duration and 
significance of potential impacts will depend on the timing and location and type of 
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development as well as the mitigation measures used.  The main recommendations 
from the appraisal findings are outlined below. 

 

Recommendations 

1.46. Whilst a number of specific recommendations for changes were made, and outlined 
in the table above, some general issues also need to be addressed: 

• Although the Development Management Policy DPD argues that a Policy on 
archaeology and historic resources including listed buildings and Conservation 
Areas is unnecessary since PPG15 and 16 should provide “the necessary policy 
framework”.  It is considered that Policy DM1 and its supporting text should be 
expanded to cover no just historical features but areas of historical/archaeological 
interest. 

• No reference is made to soil quality, the importance of protecting high grade 
agricultural land, or to the need to remediate contaminated sitesCumulative 
impacts outside settlement boundaries will need to be considered, particularly 
impacts associated with rural diversification schemes resulting in potentially 
negative effects on the viability of adjacent businesses and communities’ quality of 
life. 

Monitoring Implementation of the Core Strategy: 

1.47. The SEA Directive requires that the significant environmental effects of implementing 
a plan or programme should be monitored in order to identify at an early stage any 
unforeseen adverse effects, and to be able to undertake appropriate remedial action.   
The suggested monitoring regime includes: 

 
• Determination of the scope of monitoring; 

• Identification of the necessary information; 

• Identification of existing sources of information; 

o Data at project level; 

o General environmental monitoring; and 

o Other data; 

• Filling the gaps; 

• Procedural integration of monitoring into the planning system; and 

• Taking remedial action. 

  
1.48. Details of effects which should be monitored are included in Volume 4 of the SEA 

Report. 


