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1 Introduction

The purpose of a Conservation
Area Appraisal

The purpose of this Conservation Area
Appraisal is to clearly define the special
interest, character and appearance of the
conservation area, and to suggest any
possible amendments to its boundary. The
appraisal should then inform development
control decisions and policies and act as a
foundation for further work on design
guidance and enhancement schemes.

Scope and structure

This appraisal describes and analyses the
character of the Altarnun conservation area
and the immediately surrounding historic
environment. The appraisal will look at the
historic and topographical development of
the settlement and analyse its present
character in order to identify problems and
pressures and make recommendations for
its future management. More detailed
advice on the management of the
conservation area can be found in the
Altarnun Conservation Area Management
Plan which is designed to stand alongside
this appraisal.

General identity and character

Altarnun is a most attractive village with an
exceptionally high survival of historic
buildings within a very picturesque natural
setting. It is one of then most charming
villages in the area and a popular tourist
destination. There is a thriving local
community, and testament to its
endeavours are the Thursday café and food
stall (that runs throughout the summer in
the church hall), the survival of the post
office in the village hall, and its winning the

tidy village section of the Britain in Bloom
competition. The village’s varied history is
reflected in the wide range of historic
periods represented in the village.

Date of designation

The Conservation Area was designated by
North Cornwall District Council in 1980.

The Conservation Area within the
wider settlement

The present conservation area boundary
reflects the historic settlement extent and
the immediate setting of this core area.
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2 Planning Context

National

In 1967 the concept of protecting areas of
special merit, rather than individual
buildings was first brought under legislative
control with the passing of the Civil
Amenities Act. Whilst listed buildings are
assessed nationally with lists drawn up by
the government on advice from English
Heritage conservation areas are designated
by local authorities. The current Act
governing the designation of ‘areas of
special architectural or historic interest, the
character or appearance of which it is
desirable to preserve or enhance’ is the
Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990. Under this
Act local planning authorities are required
to designate conservation areas, to keep
them under review and if appropriate to
designate further areas. Designation
remains the principal means by which local
authorities can apply conservation policies
to a particular area.

Regional

Broad polices relating to the protection and
enhancement of the natural and built
environment is currently contained in the
Cornwall Structure Plan (2004). The policy
emphasis is that development should
respect and consolidate local character. In
2008 the Structure Plan will be replaced as
part of the statutory Development Plan by
the South West Regional Spatial Strategy.
The contained policy approach in respect
of the built and natural environment will be
maintained in accordance with national
guidance.

Local

The adopted North Cornwall District Local
Plan (1999) contains detailed polices
relating to listed buildings and conservation
areas. For this reason, anyone considering
making an application for consent for
development or demolition within a
conservation area or which would affect a
listed building should consult the Local
Plan. The document is available for
inspection at the Council’s offices and
online at www.ncdc.gov.uk . Pre-application
advice can also be sought from the
Council’s Conservation and Development
Control Officers.

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase
Act 2004 introduced changes to the
planning system that will result in the North
Cornwall District Local Plan replacement
by a Local Development Framework. A
portfolio of Development Plan Documents
will set out the spatial planning strategy for
North Cornwall and provided detailed
development control policies including
locally distinct polices relating to listed
buildings and conservation areas. All
documents prepared as part of the North
Cornwall Local Development Framework,
including the Local Development Scheme
which sets the timescale for Development
Plan Document preparation and adoption
can be viewed at www.ncdc.gov.uk .

The saved polices of the North Cornwall
District Local Plan will remain part of the
statutory development plan until replaced
by adopted Development Plan Documents.
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3 Location and setting

Altarnun lies 13 km to the south-west of
Launceston on the eastern edge of Bodmin
Moor. It is less than a kilometre from the
A30, the main arterial road through
Cornwall. The village gives the parish its
name, and is within the area of North
Cornwall District Council.

Altarnun lies in the valley of Penpont Water,
a tributary of the River Inny. The land rises
so steeply to the north and west of the
settlement that the impact of the
exceptionally tall church tower is somewhat
diminished.

Picture 3.1 To the west of the village, beyond the
churchyard, the land rises steeply.

The level land either side of the river is
sparsely developed, with the main bulk of
the village on the hillside to the south.
Although 175 m above sea level at its
lowest point the village has a sheltered
feeling enhanced by the large number of
mature trees.

Picture 3.2 The sparsely developed river valley to
the north of the village.

To the north and east of the village lies
fertile farmland sprinkled with farms and
small hamlets. To the west and the south
is the high, open common land of Bodmin
Moor.

Under the historic landscape
characterisation survey carried out by
Cornwall County Council's Historic
Environment Service the land around the
village was identified as medieval farmland,
an area of rough ground to the north-east
and an area of post-medieval farmland to
the north.

Geology

The underlying stone is granite.
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4 Designations

Scheduled Monuments
There are two scheduledmonuments – the
medieval cross in the churchyard and the
bridge.

Picture 4.1 The medieval cross in the churchyard
is a scheduled monument.

Historic Buildings
There are 35 listed buildings and structures
in Altarnun including the grade I church.

Picture 4.2 The grade I listed church and grade II
rectory.

Historic Area Designations
The majority of the settlement lies within a
conservation area

Other Designations

(All policy numbers refer to North Cornwall
Local Plan adopted April 1999)

All the settlement lies within an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) –
(ENV1)

The land to the west of the village is
designated an Area of Great Scientific
Value (AGSV) – (ENV5)

4
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5 Historic and topographic development

See also the surviving historic fabric map.

Prehistory

Evidence of early settlement in the area
appears to be confined to the surrounding
high moorland and downs to the south and
west of the village. However, a Bronze Age
flint discoidal knife was discovered in the
early twentieth century on the land now
covered by St Nonna’s Close.

Medieval

Over the years there have been references
to an early religious settlement on the site
of the present church and vicarage. The
church is dedicated to St Nonna, a Welsh
saint the mother of St David, who left Wales
for Cornwall in 527. There is a wheel
headed cross in the churchyard once
believed to date from her arrival in the
county, but it is now believed to be tenth or
eleventh century. Other anecdotal evidence
includes the traditional sobriquet for the
church ‘the cathedral of the monks’ (which
has subsequently become ‘the cathedral
of the moors’) and the seventeenth century
account of William Hals who refers to a
watercourse that connected the holy well
to a nunnery which stood on the site of the
vicarage. The Ordnance Survey maps of
c1880 and c1907 both have ‘Nunnery, site
of’ marked on the field to the east of the
church. Although there are undoubtedly a
large number of surviving crosses in the
area, they all date from the medieval period
and there is as yet no physical evidence of
an early religious community.

The first recorded reference to the
settlement andmanor of Penponta is in the
Domesday Survey of 1086. The name is
Cornish and contains the elements pen

‘head/top/end’ and pons ‘bridge’. The name
Penpont continued to be used in reference
to the southern part of the settlement and
the river, known as Penpont Water.
Penponta was granted by William the
Conqueror to his brother Robert, Earl of
Mortain. The first use of the name Altarnun
is recorded in c1100 spelt Alternune. This
name is also Cornish and contains the
elements alter ‘altar’ and the saint’s name
St Nonn. Over the years the name has
been spelt a number of ways including
Alternon and Alternun.

The first church dates from the Norman
period and fragments of it still survive
including the font, piscina bowl and shaft,
and part of a capital built into the north wall
of the vestry.

Picture 5.1 The Norman font is one of the few
surviving parts of the early church.

In around 1100 William, Count of Mortain,
granted the church to the Cluniac priory at
Montacute in Somerset, and in 1236 the
prior transferred the living to William
Briwere, Bishop of Exeter who
subsequently transferred it to the Dean and
Chapter. The church was largely rebuilt in
the fifteenth century with local moorstone,
stone from the Norman church and stone
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given by the Trelawney family from their
manor situated a mile to the north of the
church when they left to live at Trelawne
near Looe.

Picture 5.2 The fifteenth century granite church of
St Nonna.

Unusually a great deal of the original
woodwork still survives including the
screen, seventy nine bench ends carved
between 1510-30 by a local man Robert
Daye, and the communion rails.

Although there would appear to be a
number of surviving features in the village
from the medieval period they are not all in
their original locations. The actual date of
the holy well of St Nonna, situated to the
north east of the village and traditionally
believed to cure insanity, is unclear but it
would appear to be medieval. A covering
stone and walls were still in situ in the late
nineteenth century, but now little remains
of the former structure. A number of
wayside crosses were erected during the
medieval period including two in the field
to the east of the church (one is now in the
old vicarage garden, the whereabouts of
the other is unknown). A further medieval
cross situated to the north of the village
where the road divides is possibly in or near

its original site. The medieval granite
archway to the south of Riverside however
is reputedly from a chapel on Roughtor.

A seventeenth century reference to ‘The
Glead’ by the churchyard at Altarnun
suggests there could have been a plain an
gwarry or open space used for fairs and
festivals constructed during the medieval
period. A likely site for this space is the land
between the churchyard and the river.

Picture 5.3 This flat area may have been the original
site of a medieval public open space for fairs and
festivals.

Opinion is divided over the age of the
granite bridge uniting the lower half of the
village with the church. Suggested dates
range from the late fifteenth century to the
seventeenth century, but it seems likely
that by the fifteenth century there would
have been a bridge in situ.

Seventeenth century

By the late seventeenth century there were
a pair of stone cottages on the land to the
south of the churchyard on the northern
edge of the plain an gwarry. The settlement
extended on the southern side of the bridge
and included a stone built cottage to the
left of Corner Cottage and the building
called Penpont Mill.
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Picture 5.4 Originally a mill this seventeenth century
building has been converted into a house.

Eighteenth century

During the eighteenth century the village
expanded in all directions. The vicar the
Revd. Jospeh Hatton (incumbent
1717-1744) built a new vicarage, allegedly
incorporating stone from the earlier
nunnery, and houses were built to the north
east of the new vicarage on the other side
of the road. Backing onto the churchyard
to the south a further pair of cottages were
built, which by the early nineteenth century
were recorded as the village poorhouse.

Picture 5.5 The early date of the former eighteenth
century poor house is indicated by the size of its
chimney stacks and the irregular positioning of the
ground floor original window openings.

Development in the southern part of the
settlement took the form of a building
adjacent to the bridge on the site of the
present war memorial and the row of
cottages including the house next to Corner
Cottage was extended to the west to
include the cottage now known as
Homeleigh. A public house, the Ring of
Bells and an adjoining cottage were built
to the south of this row and the village
extended south along the road to Five
Lanes with two further cottages now known
as Merlin Cottage and Cissys.

Picture 5.6 Originally the Ring of Bells public house,
this building dates from the eighteenth century.

In 1744 John Wesley stayed at nearby
Trewint and the Methodist movement in the
area developed following his visit. In 1795
a Wesleyan Chapel was built between the
public house and Penpont Mill.

By the end of the eighteenth century the
village had spread as far south as the site
of the nineteenth century chapel and the
population of the parish stood at over six
hundred and seventy.

Early Nineteenth century

The tithe map of c1840 clearly shows the
two parts of the village separated by the
river labeled as Altarnun Village and
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Penpont. By this date Altarnun Village
consisted of the church, a new vicarage
built by the incumbent Robert Henry Tripp
in 1842, cottages to the north east of the
vicarage and a village green area on the
site of the former plain an gwarry between
the churchyard and the river.

Picture 5.7 The mid-nineteenth century vicarage,
now known as Penhallow Manor.

Along the head of the green the cottages
and poor house had been joined to the west
by a National School and a track extended
in front of the buildings to provide access.

Picture 5.8 The former early nineteenth century
National School is now the church hall.

By 1831 the population of the parish had
soared to 1,069. It seems likely that many
of these new arrivals were employed in the

surrounding tin and copper mines as well
as the local quarries. There were two
quarries adjacent to the village – one along
the road leading north from the Vicarage,
and one to the south west of the
churchyard. Penpont expanded extensively
during this period with a number of new
cottage rows and further infill between
existing cottages. To the south of the bridge
there was a new row of cottages, now
called Riverside, and a further row including
Penpont Cottage on the other side of the
road.

Picture 5.9 A row of early nineteenth century
cottages now known as Riverside.

Corner Cottage was added to the row
including Homeleigh and the row with the
chapel was extended to the south to include
Little Penpont. To the south of Little
Penpont the street was developed with a
number of small cottages culminating in
Figbury Cottage, these cottages appear to
have formed a row with a few interspersed
open plots.
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Picture 5.10 Figsbury Cottage charmingly combines
polite detailing – dripmoulds, stringcourse and door
canopy with a vernacular scale.

On the opposite side of the road Havenlea
and Mary Ann’s were built as infill to form
a row. A further cottage was built opposite
the junction with Rose Hill on the western
side of the road.

In addition to the cottages for workers the
village further developed with the building
of a four-storey corn mill opposite the
chapel, powered by water from a leat
diverted from Penpont Water. The pub
continued to operate and stables were
added at the rear. The chapel was enlarged
in 1836 and part of the new work included
a relief bust of JohnWesley carved by Nevil
Northey Burnard. Burnard was born next
door in Penpont Mill and went on to achieve
national recognition as a sculptor,
culminating in a commission to produce a
marble bust of the Prince of Wales.

By the mid nineteenth century the land
behind the chapel and the land to the
north-east of Corner Cottage had been
divided into plots. Many miners
supplemented their incomes by growing
vegetables in allotment plots or back
gardens.

By the mid-nineteenth century Rosehill
Farm had been built along the road to the
east. The basic outline of the village did not
expand greatly from its eighteenth century
form, but the tightly packed nature of the
new cottages in the village centre, and the
advent of the corn mill would have given
the settlement a far less rural and more
urban feel – this was typical of Cornish
mining settlements at this time.

In 1810 and previously in 1791 the church
tower, the highest in the county except for
Probus, had to be repaired following storm
damage.

Later Nineteenth century

During this period the development of the
village to meet the needs of the growing
population of miners and their families
continued and by 1851 the parish
population had swelled to 1,382.
Nonconformity was popular amongst the
miners and the old chapel could no longer
accommodate the rising number of
worshippers, so in 1859 a new Methodist
Chapel and cemetery were built on the road
south, just beyond the junction with Rose
Hill. The former chapel was converted into
a Sunday School. By 1873 the cottage
adjacent to Corner Cottage had been
converted into a post office and the Ring
of Bells continued to be an important
meeting place for miners and prospectors.
The 1880 map shows development behind
the street line on either side of the road in
Penpont where existing houses were
extended to provide extra accommodation.
Such courtyard development was common
in mining settlements throughout the
county. Several of the vegetable plots
behind the houses were developed further
to include piggeries and small outbuildings,
and a smithy was built behind the row of
cottages that included Honey Cottage. The
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road through Penpont was almost entirely
developed by 1880 with two further pairs
of cottages built, one opposite Figbury
Cottage and the other to the east of it along
Rose Hill.

Development in the village was not only
associated with the miners however. A
large detached house and outbuildings,
Penpont House, was built to the south of
the river and two small detached villas Chy
Meyn and Tor View on the southern side
of the village.

Picture 5.11 Penpont House a large detached house
to the south of the river was built towards the end
of the nineteenth century.

The vicar, Revd. Tripp, who had rebuilt the
vicarage, went on to build a carriage house
and outbuildings for the vicarage and
commissioned the restoration of the church
by E Sedding in 1866. By 1871 the poor
house had closed and the building
converted into private houses. By 1880
Penleat Cottage had been built to the south
of the village, probably to house agricultural
workers.

Early Twentieth century

By 1900 all the local mines had closed and
the population of the parish in 1901 had
fallen to 911. In 1907 the quarry to the north
of the village was still operating but the

south-western quarry had closed.
Agriculture was once again the main
employer with the common and coarse
pasture mainly used for grazing, but some
areas were reclaimed for cereal production.
A cattle market was held in the
neighbouring village of Five Lanes.

The village changed very little physically at
the beginning of the century the only new
development being the large detached
Penleat House to the south of the village.
The school, pub and mills continued to
operate, but the village began to experience
a period of retrenchment. Some of the tiny
cottages, no doubt hastily constructed, on
the eastern side of the road in Penpont
were demolished, the courtyard sites
subsequently used for parking.

In the 1930s the corn mill closed and was
demolished as part of a road widening
scheme, and replaced with an open green
area. This would have dramatically altered
the nature of Penpont, further opening up
the streetscape and loosening its tightly
developed former character.

Later Twentieth century

Despite the brief re-opening of Treburland
and Butterhill mines during World War Two
the population of the parish continued to
decline as fewer numbers were employed
in agriculture. By 1961 the census recorded
just 680, mirroring the population of 1801.

Physically the village has altered very little
with the only new development taking the
form of a close of houses, St Nonna’s
Close, built in the 1970s off Rose Hill and
a few private detached houses. The only
other changes have been in building use.
The pub became the village stores which
has recently closed and the post office has
transferred to Rose Hill where it forms part
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of the village hall. The Sunday School is
now a private house and the school has
become the church hall. The cottage Cissys
has been extended to accommodate a
butchers, and the old vicarage is now a
country house hotel called Penhallow
Manor.

In 2001 the population was recorded as
976, but this rise in numbers is mainly
accountable to the new housing
developments in Five Lanes to the south
of Altarnun.

11
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6 Archaeological potential

There are two nationally recognised
archaeological sites of importance in
Altarnun - a medieval cross in the
churchyard and the bridge. However the
long and many layered evolution of the
settlement gives the whole area developed
up to the early twentieth century potential
for standing or buried archaeological
features. The earliest centres of
development – the areas around the
church, the bridge and the northern end of
Penpont - are of particular archaeological
interest and sensitivity. Here the deposits
are likely to provide valuable information
on the settlement’s early form and
development. The urban archaeological
remains are likely to be more complex in
these areas.

12

Altarnun Conservation Area Appraisal



7 Present settlement character

Topography and settlement form

The siting of the original settlement at
Altarnun was undoubtedly influenced by its
sheltered position and proximity to a water
supply. Early development took place away
from the river, but by the early nineteenth
century there were buildings on the site of
the war memorial, possibly following the
building of revetment walls by the bridge.
The site to the south of the churchyard
where the plain an gwarry was created
would have been chosen because it was
flat, and due to its historic function the area
has remained undeveloped. The fields to
the east of the church probably remained
undeveloped because they would have
been liable to flooding. The siting of the
church and any possible early ecclesiastical
buildings were most likely influenced by
their proximity to the holy well rather than
for any other topographical reasons. The
bulk of the settlement lies on the hillside
leading south, which presented a well
drained site, not far from the water supply.
The intense development in this area and
the positioning of the mills away from the
water (the water supply had to be diverted
via a leat) suggests that either the fields by
the river were liable to flooding or the land
was not available due to ownership issues.

Standing historic fabric

Altarnun includes the typical buildings one
would expect to find in a village – the
church, village school, church hall, chapel
and stores/public house. The majority of
houses are modest cottages in rows and
pairs, but there are a significant number of
detached houses set in their own grounds.
What makes the village of particular note
are the early dates of some of the cottages

and the survival of more unusual buildings
such as the poorhouse, mill house and the
early chapel.

The seventeenth and eighteenth century
stone cottages tend to have irregular
window openings, massive projecting or
axial stone rubble chimney stacks, flat
fronted facades and rag slate roofs. Some
of the stone walls have been rendered and
painted. They are similar in scale and
materials to the old chapel and give an idea
of how the village looked before its
nineteenth century development. In terms
of materials and scale the nineteenth
century cottages follow in the local tradition,
but tend to have more regular facades and
the occasional addition of decorative
features such as crested ridge tiles.

The church is a very fine example of the
Perpendicular Gothic style, whilst the
Methodist Chapel is based on the early
English Gothic style. The various large
houses have Classical detailing whilst the
cottage Figsbury has some unexpected
and exuberant plaster detailing reminiscent
of strapwork.
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Picture 7.1 Decorative consol brackets on Figsbury
Cottage.

Key Buildings

Church of St Nonna - grade I. The
most significant external feature of this
building is the tower, which is a key
component of many of the views within
the village.The church is largely late
fifteenth century restored in the
Victorian period and has a light and
airy interior, with bare stone rubble
walls, sixteenth century bench ends,
piers formed from single slabs of
moorstone roughly dressed and
waggon roofs. It is included in Simon
Jenkin’s list of England’s Thousand
Best Churches. Part of the charm of
the building is its setting against a
precipitous grass bank and the survival
of original headstones, tombs, paving,
granite steps and walling and
decorative iron work in the churchyard.

Picture 7.2 St Nonna’s church seen from the old
bridge.

Penhallow Manor– grade II. This was
formerly the vicarage and has also
been known as Oak House. The
unusual decision not to call the house
the old vicarage could be to avoid
association with the sinister fictional
vicar of Altarnun from Daphne du
Maurier’s book Jamaica Inn. The writer
stayed at the vicarage and the visit
inspired her story. The house is now
run as a country house hotel. It has
rendered stone rubble walls with
canted bay windows, a complicated
rag slate roof with many pitches and
deep over-hanging eaves.

Picture 7.3 The rag slate roof of Penhallow Manor
roof has many planes and pitches.
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Penpont House – grade II. Set back
from the road, but clearly visible over
a low front garden wall this stone
rubble building with a hipped slate roof
has a classic symmetrical façade. The
original 16 pane sash windows have
segmental brick surrounds and flank
an original six panel front door beneath
a fanlight.
The Old Chapel (Chygrysys) – grade
II. Many of the early Wesleyan chapels
were demolished when larger
replacements were required but the
site of this building flanked by other
structures ensured its survival.
Converted into a Sunday School in the
later nineteenth century it is now a
private house. From the exterior the
building retains much of its former
character including the granite steps
to its first floor entrance, magnificent
thirty six pane sash windows with
crown glass, and a relief bust of John
Wesley carved by Nevil Northey
Burnard in 1836.

Picture 7.4 The former eighteenth century chapel
has magnificent thirty six pane sash windows.

Methodist Church – grade II. This
chapel and its surrounding cemetery
are a key feature of the southern end
of the village and balance the church
and churchyard at the northern end.

Built in 1859 it was described by
Joseph Polsue in 1867 as ‘a
handsome gothic chapel, the
dressings, pinnacles, and tracery of
which are of wrought granite.’ One of
the key features of the building is its
southern elevation which is entirely
hung with rag slates.

Picture 7.5 Granite gate posts with pyramid caps
flank the nineteenth century cast iron gate outside
the Wesleyan Chapel.
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Picture 7.6 The Wesleyan Chapel – ‘a handsome
gothic chapel’

Altarnun Bridge – grade II. Opinion is
divided as to whether the early parts
of this bridge date from the fifteenth or
the seventeenth century. It has two
round roughly dressed slatestone
rubble arches and the massive central
pier has cutwaters on either side. The
bridge is only around seven feet wide
and is now used as a footbridge, the
road passing over a modern bridge to
the east.

Picture 7.7 The cutwater on the southern side of the
old bridge.

Picture 7.8 The original bridge is too narrow for
modern vehicles.

Other listed buildings in the village :-

Medieval – Cross in the garden of
Penhallow Manor, pinnacle in the
garden of Penpont house.
17th Century – Cosy Cottage,
Rosebridge Cottage, building adjoining
Corner Cottage, Penpont Mill, blocked
arch to the south-west of Penhallow
Manor.
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Picture 7.9 The former post office and adjoining
Corner Cottage.

18th Century – The former poorhouse,
tombchest and headstone to the north
of the north aisle of St Nonna’s,
Homeleigh, village stores, Merlin
Cottage, Cissys
19th Century – The church hall, gate
piers to the north of Penhallow Manor,
carriage house and stables Penhallow
Manor, outbuildings PenhallowManor,
gate and gate piers to north-west of St
Nonna, gate and gate piers to north
east of St Nonna, gate and gate piers
and mounting block to south east of St
Nonna, Riverside, gate and gate piers
to east of Penpont House, Crooked
Chimney Cottage, Penpont Cottage,
Penpont Lodge, Little Penpont,
Penpont Cottage, Figsbury, Phylroy,
gate piers and flanking wall to Altarnun
Wesleyan Chapel, Chy Meyn,

Picture 7.10 Nineteenth century cottages on the
eastern side of the main street.

Picture 7.11 Although late nineteenth century the
slatestone walls, slate roof and sash windows of
Chy Meyn are all in the local vernacular tradition.

Other unlisted but historic buildings :-

Building behind the village stores –
nineteenth century stables to former
Ring of Bells Inn
Honey Cottage – these cottages
appear on the 1840 tithe map and
could have formed part of the
mid-nineteenth century development
to house miners.
House opposite Phylroy – this appears
on the 1880 OS map as a pair of
cottages
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Village Hall – mid to late nineteenth
century, originally a row of three
cottages
Rosehill Cottages – mid to late
nineteenth century row of three
cottages (currently outside the
conservation area)
Tor View – late nineteenth century villa
Penleat – late nineteenth or early
twentieth century house
Penleat Cottage – late nineteenth
century pair of agricultural workers’
cottages

Local details

There are both hipped and gabled roofs in
the village. Roofs are on the whole plain -
the only historic building to have dormer
windows in the village being the former
poorhouse, and these probably date from
the twentieth century.

There are sash and casement windows in
the village. Magnificent original sash
windows can be found in PenhallowManor,
Chygrysys and Penpont House, but
examples of smaller vertical sliding sash
windows can also be found in more modest
houses such as Cosy Cottage, Rosebridge
Cottage, Riverside, ChyMeyn and Penpont
Mill. Historic casement windows can be
found in the former post office, Figsbury,
Cissys and Penpont Lodge.

Picture 7.12 Original six over six pane sash windows
on Penhallow Manor.

Picture 7.13 Nineteenth century eight over eight
sliding sash windows on Rosebridge and Cosy
Cottages.

One of the features of the village are
granite plat bands set into the slatestone
rubble walls which articulate the ground
and first floors.
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Picture 7.14 Crooked chimney cottage has a facade
of slatestone with a decorative granite plat band –
this feature can be found throughout the village.

In the main the cottages are flat fronted.
Homeleigh has a projection on its façade
that is described as a twentieth century
extension in the list description, but appears
on the 1840 map and could have been
added to increase the accommodation for
miners. The projection from the rear of
Mary Anns also dates from this period and
could have a similar origin.

Picture 7.15 Nineteenth century extension on the
front of the eighteenth century Homeleigh.

Other decorative features unique to
Altarnun include the relief sculpture on the
former chapel and the carved bench ends
in the church.

Picture 7.16 Nevil Northey Burnard’s relief sculpture
of John Wesley.

Local and traditional building
materials

The majority of building walls in the village
are slatestone rubble with granite dressings
in the form of lintels, quoins and plat bands.
There are a few exceptions however - the
church is built from granite moor stone, the
lower stage of the church tower is roughly
dressed ashlar stone, theWesleyan chapel
has snecked slatestone walls and the walls
of the old poor house are a mixture of stone
rubble and cob. Some of the houses have
been rendered, and others have painted
stone walls.

Although most of the lintels in the village
are granite, wooden lintels can be found
on Little Penpont and Homeleigh
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Picture 7.17 Timber lintels on the façade of Little
Penpont

There are a number of large rendered stone
chimney stacks with slate drip moulds, in
addition to later, slimmer brick stacks.
Bricks are also used for window surrounds
on a number of later buildings or where
earlier cottages have been remodelled.

Picture 7.18 Rendered stone stacks on Cosy
Cottage and Rosebridge Cottage. The axial stack
on Rosebridge would originally have been a
projecting end stack before the cottage was
extended.

Picture 7.19 A late nineteenth century brick chimney
stack on Chy Meyn.

Picture 7.20 Late nineteenth century brick window
surrounds on Tor View.

Slate hanging can be found on the rear of
Riverside, the south-west elevation of the
church hall, the west gable end of
Homeleigh and on the southern side of the
Wesleyan Chapel.
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Picture 7.21 Extensive historic slate hanging on the
rear of Riverside.

Picture 7.22 The western gable of Homeleigh is
slate hung to provide protection from the prevailing
wind.

Picture 7.23 The southern elevation of theWesleyan
chapel is entirely slate hung.

Garden walls in the main are also
rubblestone with posts of granite as gate
piers. Tor View however has brick gate
piers, there is a wooden picket fence in
front of Penpont Mill and Figbury Cottage
has spar coping stones.

Picture 7.24 Carved granite gateposts and wrought
iron gate outside Penpont house.

Activity and use

Altarnun has undergone a series of
character changes over the years. Initially
an ecclesiastical development, by the
medieval period the village would have
become a small agricultural settlement. It
would have remained largely the same in
character until the early nineteenth century
when the burgeoning mining industry
greatly swelled the village’s population.
During this period the village became a
centre of accommodation for the miner’s
and their families and services were
provided in the form of the post office,
public house, school and chapel. The
previous quiet, open nature of the village
would have given way to densely packed
cottages, teeming with life as the miners
arrived home after their shifts. Backplots
would also have been intensively
developed to accommodate further
housing, allotments and piggeries.
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As the mines closed towards the end of the
nineteenth century there would have been
a period of retrenchment with the demolition
of some of the smaller and more insanitary
housing. The village would have become
once more an agricultural based
community. As the twentieth century
progressed, however, the village’s proximity
to the A30 and its attractive natural setting
would have encouraged development, this
time in the form of detached housing.

Today most of Altarnun’s population is
either retired or works outside the village.
As a result it is fairly quiet during the day,
but the post office is an important centre of
activity. During the summer the village is a
tourist destination for those exploring
Bodmin Moor.

Picture 7.25 An information display provides a
potted history of the village for passing visitors and
tourists.

Although there is no longer a pub, Altarnun
for a village its size has a good number of
services – in addition to the post office
there is a butcher and the church and
chapel are still in operation. There is also
a bus service.

Picture 7.26 There is now a post office at the
western end of the village hall.

Picture 7.27 The village still has its own butcher’s
shop.

Spatial analysis

Travelling through Altarnun a series of
contrasting townscapes are experienced.
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Picture 7.28 The Cornish hedges and cemetery
retaining wall give a great sense of enclosure at the
southern end of the village.

Entering from the south the ancient sunken
lane bordered by high Cornish hedges
gives a great sense of enclosure which
continues into the settlement with the high
retaining walls of the cemetery and the
narrow built up area which begins with
Figsbury Cottage and ends with Merlin
Cottage.

Picture 7.29 A sense of enclosure is fostered by the
narrowness of the road and the development of
buildings directly onto the street.

The next part of the village would have
appeared similarly enclosed when the old
corn mill was still in situ, but its replacement
with a green now makes this area far more

open. Some sense of enclosure, however,
is provided by the mature trees bordering
the leat.

As Penpont House (which is set back from
the road behind a substantial garden) and
Riverside are the only developments to the
south of the road, and the road itself is quite
wide this area of the village, from the
Penpont Lodge to the church, appears very
open. This sense of space is heightened
by the flat terrain and areas of unenclosed
grass.

Picture 7.30 The area around the war memorial has
a feeling of spaciousness.

A small area of enclosure is formed by the
row of cottages leading west from
Homeleigh and the former stable.

Climbing the hill to the north past Penhallow
Manor the tall hedges once again give a
sense of enclosure.
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Picture 7.31 These tall hedges give a real sense of
enclosure

If the road is taken to the west around the
back of Penhallow Manor this sense is
further heightened by the Manor’s high
garden walls and the rear walls of its
outbuildings.

Picture 7.32 The high garden and stable walls of
Penhallow Manor give the lane a great sense of
enclosure.

Streetscape and views

The deep lane and high well established
hedgerows give the southern route into the
village the character of a country lane - the
buildings, Penleat Cottage, Penleat and
Tor View set behind hedges having little
impact on the road below.

Picture 7.33 The very rural southern approach into
the village.

However by the Methodist Chapel the
streetscape becomes more urban with the
houses directly addressing the street and
many built in rows. The landscape here is
very hard with the rear gardens not visible
from the road. Rose Hill begins as a closely
developed area with the walls of Figbury
Cottage facing the boundary wall of the
chapel but the streetscape spills out beyond
the village hall where the new development
does not address the street on either side
of the road. However as the road climbs to
the east the former hedgerows still remain
and the sense of enclosure is restored.

The street as it curves towards the bridges
is still developed but the housing, whilst
addressing the street, is frequently facing
more open areas. The pavements and
public realm features, however, continue
to lend an urban feel. At the western end
of the village the informal road in front of
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the former poorhouse and village hall lends
a more rural feel which continues up the
hill where the eastern side of the road is
bordered by fields.

The steep gradient of the road leading into
Altarnun from the south hides the village
below. On reaching the foot of Rose Hill
the rows of cottages are evident, but the
bend in the road hides the settlement to the
west. Due to the curving nature of the road
there are no long vistas as it passes
through the village, instead the village is
experienced as a series of shorter views
with tantalizing glimpses of further
development to come

From Rose Hill and the cemetery there are
significant views over the village in which
the roof tops, church tower and trees play
a key role. Similarly from the churchyard
looking south-east the shape of the village
can be seen - the development around the
bridges and up the side of the hill - with the
open fields beyond on the horizon.

Picture 7.34 Views of the fields and hills to the west
from Rose Hill.

Picture 7.35 Views over the roof tops towards the
church from the entrance to the cemetery.

Picture 7.36 View of the church tower from the
cemetery – showing the large number of mature
trees within the village.

Picture 7.37 View of the village from the churchyard
showing the hills on the skyline.
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Looking north –east from the road outside
Penpont House there is a charming view
of the church and vicarage, with the old
bridge in the foreground.

Public realm

Due to its close proximity to the moorland
and a plentiful supply of moorstone there
are many charming granite features
throughout the village.

Picture 7.38 A granite drainage channel outside the
churchyard.

The use of granite for lintels, quoins and
plat bands in houses has already been
identified above, but it was also used for
steps – particularly fine examples being
those into the churchyard, in front of the
old chapel, at the side of Merlin Cottage,
leading to the gardens next to Rosehill
Cottages and leading up to Penpont
Cottage.

Picture 7.39 Granite steps lead up to many of the
houses in the village.

Picture 7.40 Granite steps leading down to the
church undercroft.

Granite was also used for gate piers, the
mounting block outside the churchyard,
troughs and kerb stones.
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Picture 7.41 The mounting block outside the
churchyard is formed from slatestone with granite
steps.

More recently the millennium sundial by the
river was formed from a granite block

Picture 7.42 The granite Millennium sundial.

Themajority of boundary walls in the village
are constructed from slatestone.

Picture 7.43 Slatestone walls with stone copings
border Rosebridge Cottage and the riverbank.

Most of these walls are mortared with
simple stone copings, but there are a
number of drystone walls and some are
Cornish hedges with soft caps.

Picture 7.44 A Cornish hedge forms the western
border of the road leading north from the village.
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Picture 7.45 Deep root penetration shows the great
age of some of the Cornish hedging.

Picture 7.46 Some of the Cornish hedges are laid
in vertical or horizontal courses whilst others have
the distinctive local kersey way formation.

Some of the Cornish hedges have massive
granite boulders at the base.

The majority of cottages directly address
the street, but those with front gardens such
as Cosy Cottage and Rosebridge Cottage,
have low front walls. The walls in front of
the old poor house and Figbury Cottage
have lumps of spar as copings –
reminiscent of coastal settlements. The
front wall of Penpont House forms an
important part of the streetscape in the
centre of the village, as do the cemetery

walls to the south. A low wall to the north
of Merlin Cottage is formed from massive
vertical slabs of slate.

Picture 7.47 An unusual slate slab wall adjacent to
Merlin Cottage.

There is a wealth of traditional paving in
Altarnun, which greatly enhances its historic
character. In front of the south-eastern
gateway to the churchyard is an area of
edge bedded slate.

Picture 7.48 Edge-bedded slate and cobbles in front
of the churchyard gates.

Cobbles can be found outside the former
stores (where the path to the door is
marked by slate slabs), in front of the old
stables and the old post office.
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Picture 7.49 Cobbles and a granite path outside the
former Ring of Bells

Picture 7.50 Cobbles and slabs of granite outside
the former post office.

There is evidence of cobbles in front of
Merlin Cottage, now covered by tarmac,
and a cobbled gully runs in front of Little
Penpont and Penpont Mill.

Picture 7.51 The cobbled gully in front of Penpont
Mill.

As befits its rural character there are few
pavements in the village, but where they
occur - bordering the green opposite the
old chapel - they are of unobtrusive tarmac
with granite kerbs.

Another important feature in the village is
water. Penpont Water winds through the
north western side of the village cutting the
settlement in two and straddled by the early
bridge and a modern clapper type bridge
bordered by a concrete post and rail fence.

Picture 7.52 Penpont Water crossed by the old
bridge and bordered by slatestone revetment walls.

From this source a leat was constructed to
serve the mills, and part of this historic
structure can still be seen. The leat passes
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in front of the Penpont Cottage row where
the entrances to the houses are marked by
granite posts between which are small
bridges of slate. The leat continues behind
the small green bounded by a slatestone
wall and mature trees.

Picture 7.53 The course of the leat – at present dry.

On the other side of the road the
underground watercourse can be seen
through a raised iron grating.

There are some fine examples of metalwork
throughout the village. There are nineteenth
century cast iron gates on the north-eastern
and north-western entrances into the
churchyard and a magnificent pair of cast
iron gates with arrowhead bars and an
otherthrow fromwhich the lantern has been
removed, to the south-east.

Picture 7.54 Simple iron gates on the north eastern
approach into the churchyard.

Picture 7.55 Wrought iron railings around a chest
tomb in the churchyard.

Picture 7.56 The magnificent wrought iron
churchyard gates.

30

Altarnun Conservation Area Appraisal



Picture 7.57 Detail of the wrought iron churchyard
gates.

Penpont House has nineteenth century
ornamental cast iron garden gates with
scrolled decoration and there is an
attractive cast iron kissing gate to the south
of Penleat.

Picture 7.58 The cast iron kissing gate to the south
of Penleat.

Simple iron rails are used to border the
stone steps outside the old chapel and in
front of the Penpont Cottages leat.

Picture 7.59 The granite steps outside the old chapel
have simple iron railings.

Picture 7.60 A simple iron rail supported by granite
piers borders the leat as it flows in front of the
Penpont Cottage row.

The original K6 telephone box and post box
are still in situ.
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Picture 7.61 The K6 telephone box lies on the site
of the former corn mill.

Greenery and green space

Altarnun has a number of important areas
of green open space both within and
bordering the village which greatly enhance
its character. The historic plain an gwarry
site has remained undeveloped and its
informal open nature not only serves as a
reminder of its past function, but also forms
an attractive setting both for the river and
the historic buildings which border the
churchyard.

The riverside is further enhanced by the
two small greens between the bridges.

Picture 7.62 The greens between the two bridges
are a pleasant area for repose within the village.

These have been planted with trees, bulbs
and shrubs, have benches and on the
southern side border the war memorial. The
churchyard is a major feature of the
northern part of the village. In addition to
the attractive hard landscaping mentioned
above the churchyard as a space lends
drama in the steepness of its western
slopes and contains a number of significant
mature tress including some magnificent
yews.

Picture 7.63 The dramatic steep western slopes of
the churchyard.

In the centre of the village opposite the
stores the green area which replaced the
mill presents a carefully tendedmore formal
green space, bordered by a pavement.
Here there is a bench and an information
board with a history of the village and the
surrounding area. At the southern end of
the village the cemetery forms another
significant green open space, and is an
important view point.
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Picture 7.64 The cemetery and fields beyond are a
significant green area at the southern end of the
village.

Although many of the cottage gardens are
hidden behind the houses, many have
planters at the front. The gardens of the
larger detached houses make a significant
contribution to the character of the village.

Picture 7.65 Plant pots and planters border the leat
‘greening up’ an area of otherwise quite hard
landscaping. The slate bridges that cross the leat
to the cottages can be seen.

Intrinsic to the character of Altarnun are the
fields which border the historic development
and enter the village most significantly to
the east of the church and to the south of
Penpont House. These areas of farmland
are a legacy of the village’s historic links
with agriculture.
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Picture 7.66 To the east of the church lie open fields
emphasising the pastoral character of the village.

The fields to the south of the settlement are
also of great significance as they act as a
boundary between Altarnun and Five Lanes
maintaining the discrete nature of the two
settlements.

Loss, intrusion and damage

Nearly all the buildings within the centre of
the village are historic, and the majority of
these are listed - this high rate of survival
and lack of development is unusual and
greatly contributes to the village’s
character. Over the years the only losses
in the village have been the corn mill, some
of the small cottages on the eastern side
of the road south of Honey Cottage and the
eighteenth century development
immediately to the east of the river.

Picture 7.67 Over the years the demolition of derelict
cottages has left gaps on the eastern side of the
main road.

A number of buildings have changed their
use over the years including the old poor
house, the former post office, Penpont Mill
and the old chapel which are now all in
domestic use. The former village stores
was formerly a public house and is now a
private house. The bay windows on the
front of Merlin Cottage suggest it might
have been a former shop. The village
hall/post office was formerly a row of
cottages and Cissys has been extended to
house a butcher’s shop. Despite
conversion, in the main the historic integrity
of the buildings still survives.

Apart from the modern housing estate and
the bungalows opposite there is very little
modern development in the village. The
house opposite Figbury Cottage, formerly
a pair of cottages has been extensively
modernised and extended. A number of
houses have been extended to the rear and
the former poor house has a flat roofed
extension to the side.

The main threat to the historic character of
the village, however has been the plethora
of replacement windows and doors, some
of which combine inappropriate materials
with incorrect detailing and are incorrectly
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hung. In contrast the majority of roofs and
chimneys survive in their historic form with
very few roof lights or dormers, neither of
which are traditional to the village.

Neutral Areas

The public conveniences, whilst providing
a valuable service for the village, are built
from concrete blocks and have obtrusive
unsympathetic signage.

Picture 7.68 Thematerials and signage on the public
conveniences could be more sympathetic to their
sensitive location.

They contrast with the bus shelter a similar
sized structure built from traditional
materials that blends in far better in this
picturesque, historically sensitive area.

Picture 7.69 The simple design, local slatestone
walls and slate roof allows the bus shelter to blend
into its surroundings.

The gap sites on the eastern side of the hill
south of Honey Cottage have an
unresolved quality.

General condition

The buildings in Altarnun are generally well
maintained and in good condition and there
are no buildings at risk. However, the roof
of the store to the south west of the church
hall is in poor condition, one of the coping
stones is missing from the gate pier to the
north west of the church and the archway
to the west of Penhallow Manor is
overgrown with ivy which could eventually
damage the stone work.
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Picture 7.70 The roof of this store building is in need
of repair.

Picture 7.71 Missing coping stone on the north
eastern gateway of the churchyard.

Picture 7.72 The ivy over the gateway to Penhallow
Manor could eventually damage the stonework if it
is not removed.
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8 Problems and pressures

Altarnun has adapted well over the years
to its changing roles and it is important, if
the high quality of its building stock and the
beauty of its natural setting is to be
retained, that any future change should be
very carefully managed.

Historic Buildings

For the size of the village there is a large
number of listed and historic buildings
which in the main are well maintained and
in good condition. Over the years however
there has been a certain amount of
adaptation and alteration that is beginning
to impact on the character of the settlement
and could compromise the village’s historic
integrity if it were to continue unchecked.

Replacement windows and doors – a
number of historic buildings have
windows and doors in non-traditional
materials, or of inappropriate design
and finish. These features not only
diminish the historic integrity and
aesthetic value of the buildings
involved, but also have a detrimental
impact on the historic character of the
village as a whole.
Extensions – several of the smaller
cottages have been extended over the
years to provide additional
accommodation. In the main these
extensions are to the rear, but side
extensions are far more visible and
can impact on the sensitive historic
character of the village.
Dormers and roof lights –the majority
of historic buildings in the village still
have original rag slate roofs. The
importance of these roofs as a
characteristic of the village should be
recognised and any moves to insert

roof lights and dormers should be
resisted.
Wall painting– stone is the traditional
wall material in the village and all the
walls would originally have been plain
and uncoated. However, over the
years a number of walls have been
painted and rendered.
Porches – there is no tradition of porch
building in Altarnun, but there a few
buildings where modern porches have
been added.

Public Realm

Signage - signage in the village is
generally low key and not over
intrusive. However, there is a certain
amount of unnecessary road marking
– particularly the dashed white lines
indicating the main route through the
village. The mileage indicators painted
on the road are overlarge and
intrusive.

Picture 8.1 The road markings sound a jarring note
in one of the most attractive areas of the village.
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Picture 8.2 Over-large speed indicator on the road
outside Penhallow Manor.

Lighting – traditionally the village was
probably unlit and the current street
lights, whilst appearing historic in
design, were designed for an urban
setting.
Garden walls and hedges - at present
the majority of village’s historic plot
boundaries are still in place, apart from
the boundary to Tor View which is set
back slightly from the road.
Increasingly however, these unifying
and historic features are under threat
in order to create off road parking
spaces.
Overhead cables – there are areas in
the village (particularly at the foot of
Rose Hill) where the prevalence of
overhead cables has a detrimental
effect on the historic character.
The current railings around the war
memorial are perfectly serviceable, but
do not match the quality of their
historic and natural setting.

Picture 8.3 The railings around the war memorial
do not enhance the structure and have a suburban
feel in this sensitive historic location.

New Building

In recent years there has been a small
amount of development within the historic
core of the village in the form of infill. Whilst
there is nothing wrong with this in principle,
in such a sensitive location it is essential it
should be of the highest standard.

Materials – part of the essential
character of the village is the
ubiquitous local granite, rubblestone
and slate. Any further development
should incorporate traditional materials
in order to blend into the surrounding
historic landscape.
Pastiche and inappropriate detailing –
it is important that the traditional
building forms and style of the village
is understood when new buildings are
designed. The extension on the house
next to the butcher’s presents a gable
end to the road - the house which has
been extended is the only historic
building in the village with this form.
The gable end is slate hung (in
manmade slate) whilst slate hanging
in the rest of the village is confined to
rear walls and walls which face the
prevailing wind.
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The attractive nature of Altarnun and
its proximity to the A30 has resulted in
its gradual expansion over the years.
However, if the village is
overdeveloped it risks losing its unique
historic value and special natural
character
Inevitably over time some historic
buildings can no longer function
effectively in their original form and the
only way to ensure their future survival
and maintenance is conversion.
However, it is essential that buildings
keep their historic integrity once their
use has been changed.
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9 Recommendations

Historic Buildings

Windows and doors in the historic core
should be of traditional materials and
design. Historic windows should be
repaired where possible or replaced
to match originals.
The siting, scale and design of
extensions to historic buildings should
be very carefully thought through in
order to minimise their impact on the
surrounding historic area.
Altarnun has an admirable survival of
original slate roofs which contribute
greatly to the village’s character. In
order to preserve this asset the
insertion of roof lights, dormer windows
and the replacement of natural slate
coverings should be discouraged.
Whilst painted walls and slate hanging
can appear charming, adding interest
and accent they should not be allowed
to become dominant otherwise the
traditional aesthetic of Altarnun as a
granite and slatestone village will be
lost.
The addition of porches to the historic
facades of buildings should be resisted
in order to preserve the traditional
building forms.

Public Realm

Signage – given the historic sensitivity
of the village core more thought could
be given to the placing of signs and
the use of better quality materials and
design. Consideration should be given
to more sympathetic speed indicators
and the necessity for indicating the
route of the highway by the use of
intrusive painted road markings.
Lighting – the present lighting in the
village is clearly a relatively recent

initiative. However, when the scheme
needs to be replaced consideration
should be given to simple but well
designed and placed lights rather than
off the peg ‘heritage’ solutions.
Garden walls – consideration should
be given to the creation of Article 4
Directions in order to control the
demolition of walls and hedges,
especially for the creation of hard
standings.
Overhead cables – consideration
should be given to the feasibility of
under-grounding cables. Otherwise
they should be appropriately sited in
order to impact less on the surrounding
historic and natural environment.
New railings (perhaps similar to those
around the chest tomb in the
graveyard) could be considered for the
war memorial.
In order to ensure the contribution
made by existing trees to the character
of Altarnun is recognised, and
protected where necessary, a full
survey of the existing trees, hedgerows
and ornamental landscapes should be
carried out.
Consideration should be given to
extending the Conservation Area to
the north-east to include the former
quarry.

New Building

Design guidance specific to the village
should be produced based on a
detailed audit of thematerials, designs,
details and character of the historic
buildings in order that any future
development (including extensions)
preserves and enhances the character
of the settlement.
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At present further residential
development within Altarnun is not
considered appropriate and
accordingly the development boundary
around the village has been tightly
drawn. This should continue to be the
case in order to maintain the historic
character of the village and its discrete
identity. The plain an gwarry is within
the development boundary and
consideration should be given to
designating this an Open Area of Local
Significance (OALS).
Any conversion of historic buildings
should ensure the original character
of the building is preserved in addition
to the historic fabric and detailing.
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10 Opportunities

In order to further promote Altarnun as
an historic settlement there could be
a village trail in addition to the
information board opposite Penpont
Mill. Leaflets for this trail could give
further details about the village’s
history (including its role as an
industrial settlement), its architecture
(with special reference to the carvings
in the church and Nevil Northey
Burnard), and its literary association
with Daphne du Maurier. The trail
could be expanded to include the
medieval crosses that surround the
village and the holy well.. This could
present Altarnun’s heritage to a wider
audience and help attract new visitors.
The highway in front of Riverside and
over the old bridge which are currently
delineated by white lines could be
given a different more sympathetic
surface treatment. This would mean
the unsightly white lines could be
removed and as a result the historic
character of the area would be
enhance. Similarly a more informal
surface treatment could enhance the
route to the church hall.
Some of the street furniture,
particularly the benches are beginning
to look tired. New benches specifically
designed for their locations and
sensitively sited could add to the
enjoyment of the visitors and local
people and further enhance the
conservation area.
The courtyard areas and alleyways are
an important part of the historic
character of Altarnun and should be
preserved and enhanced.
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