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1 Introduction

The purpose of a Conservation
Area Appraisal

The purpose of this conservation area
appraisal is to clearly define the special
interest, character and appearance of the
conservation area. The appraisal should
then inform development control decisions
and policies and act as a foundation for
further work on design guidance and
enhancement schemes.

Scope and structure

This appraisal describes and analyses the
character of the St Kew conservation area
and the immediately surrounding historic
environment. The appraisal will look at the
historic and topographical development of
the settlement and analyse its present
character in order to identify problems and
pressures and make recommendations for
its future management. More detailed
advice on the management of the
conservation area can be found in the St
Kew Conservation Area Management Plan
which is designed to stand alongside this
appraisal.

General identity and character

St Kew was an important early settlement
that continued to prosper during the
medieval period - its surrounding rich
agricultural land attracting important
outlying farms and manors. However as its
importance as a religious centre began to
wane there were no further factors – such
as supplies of minerals or good
communication routes to encourage further
growth. As a result the settlement remained
a small centre whose church, school, the
preschool and toddler group and public

house serviced the immediate surrounding
agricultural community. The development
of nearby St KewHighway on the main A39
road and railway route ensured that, even
in the nineteenth century when so many
Cornish villages underwent periods of
expansion, St Kew remained in a somewhat
fossilised state. However this lack of
development has resulted in a uniquely
charming rural settlement which, although
only home to a small number of people,
has its numbers boosted daily by pupils
attending the school and by patrons of the
popular St Kew Inn and on Sunday’s by
those attending the church.

Date of designation

During the preparation of the North
Cornwall Local Plan the centre of the village
was identified as a potential conservation
area. It was designated as a Conservation
Area by North Cornwall District Council on
3 February 1997.

The Conservation Area within the
wider setting

The present conservation area boundary
has been drawn to encompass the historic
core of the village around the church and
inn, the small terraced cottages to the south
of the river crossing and the valley sides
which form the immediate setting of the
village.
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2 Planning Context

National

In 1967 the concept of protecting areas of
special merit, rather than individual
buildings was first brought under legislative
control with the passing of the Civil
Amenities Act. Whilst listed buildings are
assessed nationally with lists drawn up by
the government on advice from English
Heritage conservation areas are designated
by local authorities. The current Act
governing the designation of ‘areas of
special architectural or historic interest, the
character or appearance of which it is
desirable to preserve or enhance’ is the
Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990. Under this
Act local planning authorities are required
to designate conservation areas, to keep
them under review and if appropriate to
designate further areas. Designation
remains the principal means by which local
authorities can apply conservation policies
to a particular area.

Regional

Broad polices relating to the protection and
enhancement of the natural and built
environment is currently contained in the
Cornwall Structure Plan (2004). The policy
emphasis is that development should
respect and consolidate local character. In
2008 the Structure Plan will be replaced as
part of the statutory Development Plan by
the South West Regional Spatial Strategy.
The contained policy approach in respect
of the built and natural environment will be
maintained in accordance with national
guidance.

Local

The adopted North Cornwall District Local
Plan (1999) contains detailed polices
relating to listed buildings and conservation
areas. For this reason, anyone considering
making an application for consent for
development or demolition within a
conservation area or which would affect a
listed building should consult the Local
Plan. The document is available for
inspection at the Council’s offices and
online at www.ncdc.gov.uk . Pre-application
advice can also be sought from the
Council’s Conservation and Development
Control Officers.

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase
Act 2004 introduced changes to the
planning system that will result in the North
Cornwall District Local Plan replacement
by a Local Development Framework. A
portfolio of Development Plan Documents
will set out the spatial planning strategy for
North Cornwall and provided detailed
development control policies including
locally distinct polices relating to listed
buildings and conservation areas. All
documents prepared as part of the North
Cornwall Local Development Framework,
including the Local Development Scheme
which sets the timescale for Development
Plan Document preparation and adoption
can be viewed at www.ncdc.gov.uk .

The saved polices of the North Cornwall
District Local Plan will remain part of the
statutory development plan until replaced
by adopted Development Plan Documents.
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3 Location and setting

St Kew lies approximately 6 km (3 ½miles)
north-east of Wadebridge. It is
approximately 3 km (1 ½ miles) from the
main A39 road(?). The village gives the
parish its name, and is within the area of
North Cornwall District Council.

The village lies in an area of deeply
undulating rich agricultural land. To the
west of the village is an area of curving
woodland that follows the path of the river.

The village itself lies in the valley of the
River Amble. The river curves through the
village surrounded by trees. To the north
of the river the land rises sharply behind
the church and the St Kew Inn. The road
at the summit of this hill effectively provides
the village boundary and it is on this high
site that the school is located. To the south
of the river the land rises again but less
sharply. The majority of the village is built
on the lower slopes of the river valley,
which gives sense of shelter.

Under the historic landscape
characterisation survey carried out by
Cornwall County Council Historic
Environment Service the land around the
village was identified as medieval farmland
and the river valley to the west an area of
rough ground.
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4 Designations

Scheduled Monuments

There are two scheduledmonuments – two
medieval wheelheaded crosses in the
churchyard which are also listed grade II.

Historic Buildings

There are 14 listed buildings and structures
in St Kew including the grade I church. In
addition there 31 listed headstones,
tombchests and crosses in the churchyard.

There is no local list

Historic Area Designations

The majority of the settlement lies within a
conservation area

Other Designations

(All policy numbers refer to North Cornwall
Local Plan adopted April 1999)

Almost all the settlement lies within an Area
of Great Landscape Value (AGLV) –
(ENV1)

The settlement is not designated for any
further development.
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5 Historic and topographic development

See also the surviving historic components
map.

Medieval

St Kew in common with a number of other
settlements in the area developed in the
fifth century following the arrival of Celtic
missionaries. It is believed that St Docco
and his sister St Kew came to Cornwall
from Gwent in South Wales and founded
a monastery on the site of the present day
church of St James. The monastery was
eventually dedicated to St Docco, and it is
believed an adjoining chapel was dedicated
to his sister. This chapel was referred to by
Sir John Maclean in his Parochial and
Family History of the Deanery of Trigg
Minor Cornwall in 1876. He wrote ‘there
was anciently a chapel in the cemetery, or
churchyard …it is mentioned in the
Inquisition taken in 1391….it is probable
that when the church was rebuilt, and
doubtless enlarged, this chapel was
absorbed into the edifice’. In 974 the
monastery and manor (which was known
as Lanow) were given by King Edgar to
Plympton Priory. This arrangement
continued until c1130 when Henry I seized
the revenues and handed them to
Warwelast the Bishop of Exeter. The
monastery church of St Docco was later
surrendered to Henry VIII shortly before the
Dissolution in 1538 and the manor passed
into private hands. Nothing remains of the
original monastery but a stone with ogham
script, possibly used as an early grave
marker, was found in a nearby stream. The
present church building dates from the
fifteenth century and includes an east
window in the south aisle whose glass is
reputed to come fromBodmin Church. John
Wallis records in The Cornwall Register of
1847 ‘The church is very like that of

Bodmin, on a reduced plan. It was probably
rebuilt at the same time, (in 1472) as in the
account of the rebuilding of Bodmin Church
is the following entry “It. y recevyd for a
window of Saint Kewa 26s 7d”’.

Other known early development in the area
included a property known as Skisdon.
Remnants of the early building still survive
incorporated into the later structure. The
name Skisdon is derived from the Celtic
meaning 'shelter by the ford' - a reference
to the building's proximity to the river.
Skisdon later became a hunting lodge and
was known as Skisdon Lodge until 1860.
Skisdon land formed part of the Manor of
Tregoide, which was first recorded in 1350,
and included a tenement known as
Reskeden. Further early buildings may
have included a house built to
accommodate the church builders in the
fifteenth century, including a brewhouse. It
is possible that, after the departure of the
builders, it was converted into an inn and
some early fabric could be incorporated in
the structure of the present day St Kew Inn.
By 1438 to the south east of the village
there was a house known as Tretawne.

The first recorded reference to the
settlement was in the Domesday Survey of
1087 where it was referred to as Lanquit –
meaning the church in a wood. In 1294 it
appeared in the Inquisition of the Bishops
of Lincoln andWinchester as Lan-owe. By
Wolsey’s Inquisition of 1501 however the
settlement was referred to as St Kuet and
by 1696 as St Kew.

Sixteenth andSeventeenth century

During this period there are no records of
further construction within the village itself
but a number of large houses were built in

5
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the surrounding area. By the sixteenth
century in addition to Tretawne there were
two further sizeable houses near the village
- Pengenna, where part of the Tudor
construction still exists and Bokelly to the
east of village. This house was mentioned
inWilliam Carnsew’s diary for 1576-77, and
was formerly owned by the Bokelly family,
so probably had earlier origins. Further
building took place in the seventeenth
century. Trewane an early seventeenth
century manor house was built to the north
east and during the same period Pengenna
was extended with a new house built
against the existing Tudor structure.
Tretawne was rebuilt at this time with an
unusually high construction similar to the
new work at Pengenna suggesting the
same builder was used.

It seems likely that at this time the village
itself was a small hamlet. Following the
Dissolution the settlement would have lost
some of its kudos as an ecclesiastical
centre, but the parish church of St James
would have ensured it continued to play an
important local role in the area’s religious
life.

Eighteenth century

During this period significant development
took place within the settlement itself.
During the early eighteenth century a row
of cottages, Barton Row, was built on the
south western side of the village and Barton
Farmhouse (known as The Barton) was
built to the west of the church. Skisdon was
extended whilst incorporating some of the
earlier structure, and became the home of
the Rev. Joseph Bennet, the rector of Great
Wigborough in Essex. There was no rectory
in St Kew at this time - Skisdon was the
family home of Bennet's wife. A document
from 1791 refers to the inn at St Kew along
with a malt and brewhouse, barn, two

stables and two hog sties -all presumably
located on the site to the north east of the
church.

By the end of eighteenth century there were
a group of buildings to the south of the
church one of which could be Willow Mill
and a further group of buildings to the east
of the church which were no longer extant
when the 1840 tithe map was drawn.

Early Nineteenth century

At the beginning of this period in 1801 the
population of the parish stood at 1,095
persons living in 206 houses. Although
Hitchins’ reference to the parish of St Kew
in his History of Cornwall of 1824 states
‘Though large, it is but thinly peopled’,
further significant development did take
place at this time within the village itself.
Indeed during this period the settlement
developed into what is now basically its
modern form. In 1775 Revd Joseph
Pomeroy became vicar of St Kew. As
Joseph Bennet continued to live at Skisdon
a vicarage was built to the east of the
church on the other side of the river.
Pomeroy was succeded by the incumbent
John-Samuel Scobell, who was the village
priest between 1837-49. In addition to its
resident priest the village by 1834 also had
its own schoolmaster living in a house
adjacent to the new schoolroom to the west
of the churchyard (now the Parish Hall).

In 1820 Skisdon was described by C S
Gilbert in his Historic Survey of Cornwall
as ‘situated in a verdant paddock and
surrounded with fine shrubberies, walks
and gardens'. In themid nineteenth century
Skisdon was home to the popular novelist
Mary Elizabeth Braddon.
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The 1840 tithe map shows a new detached
house to the west of Skisdon, three small
structures opposite the St Kew Inn, two
small cottages on a site to the north of the
church now occupied by Hill House, a
granary to the west of The Barton. The
Grange to the south west of The Barton, a
footbridge at the ford andWillowMill (which
could be an eighteenth century structure).
By the mid nineteenth century there were
a row of pig houses opposite Barton Row.

By 1841 the population had grown to 1,429
persons living in 281 houses. The majority
of the population would have been involved
in agriculture but the 1851 census reveals
seventeen men in the parish were miners.

Later Nineteenth century

Maclean recorded in his Parochial and
Family History of the Deanery of Trigg
Minor in the County of Cornwall in 1873, ‘A
few years ago a mine was worked on the
north side of the parish, but it is now
abandoned. At present no other industry is
exercised than the cultivation of the soil’.
Although agriculture was the only industry
it was a successful one with several
different types of grain grown in the
surrounding area. In his Lake’s Parochial
History of the County of Cornwall of 1867
Jospeh Polsue states ‘There are not many
better parishes in the county for both
grazing and corn-growing; but there is a
scarcity of trees’. As there was no new
industry to attract workers the population
of the parish fell to 1,178 in 1871 but the
prosperity from agricultural ensured the
existing settlement remained in good heart.
Polsue describes ‘Skisdon Lodge, which
may now be considered one of the chief
residences in the parish’. Furthermore
funds were raised to restore the church in

1883 – the nature of the work suggesting
it might have been carried out by James
Piers St Aubyn.

Maclean described in 1873 ‘There is a
National School adjoining the churchyard
gate on the west of the church, which will
accommodate eighty children.’ By 1885 the
school had been extended to include
separate classrooms for boys and girls. The
1880 Ordnance Survey map shows the
eighteenth century cottage to the north of
the graveyard converted into a post office.

Picture 5.1 During the late nineteenth century Hill
House was the village post office.

In 1895 the local agricultural industry
received a boost when a new station
complete with sidings and loading stacks
was built at St Kew Highway to the east of
the village providing the farmers with a
wider market for their produce. St Kew
Highway was originally known as Highway,
the St Kew was added with the arrival of
the railway to indicate both the settlements
it served.

During this period Nonconformity was
flourishing throughout Cornwall, particularly
in settlements where there were a high
number of industrial workers. St Kew did
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not have a chapel of its own but there were
nine Nonconformist chapels in the
surrounding area.

Early Twentieth century

A major influence on the nature of the
community was Tregildrens Quarry which
was opened in the early part of the century
to provide blue elvan stone. By 1929 the
quarry employed sixty-five men and had its
own siding on the North Cornwall Raliway
Line. Stone from the quarry was used for
a number of major projects in Wiltshire,
London, Dorset and Cornwall including the
Port Isaac breakwaters, and before it
closed in 1956 the quarry provided
employment for local men. A new village
school was built in 1926 on the western
side of the village. The stone for the school
came from the St Kew quarry and was
brought to the site by horse and cart.
Another public institution the Every Institute
(plans for which were approved in 1907
and named after the Vicar who provided
the site) was built from Tregildrens stone.
The Every Institute began life as a club for
the young men of the village, and was later
used by the Home Guard in World War II.
It was eventually sold by Truro Diocese in
1962. The old school by the churchyard
became the parish hall.

At some point the graveyard was extended
to the north to include the steep slopes
below Hill House.

Up until First World War a fair was held in
the car park of St Kew Inn where cattle and
sheep were sold. This same venue was
also used for wrestling matches up until the
1950s.

Later Twentieth century

The railway at St Kew Highway closed
following the Beaching cuts in 1964 and
apart from two short-lived attempts to
reopen the quarry in the 1960s and 1970s
the village returned to its earlier agrarian
economy. Unlike many other villages in
Cornwall there has been little modern
development. The vicarage is now a private
house, but the church, school and public
house continue in operation. The parish
hall is used for a variety of purposes
including a pre-school and toddler group.
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6 Archaeological potential

There are two nationally recognised
archaeological sites of importance in St
Kew, the medieval wheelheaded crosses
in the churchyard. However the long and
many layered evolution of the settlement
gives the whole area developed up to the
early twentieth century potential for
standing or buried archaeological features.
The earliest centre of development around
the church is of particular archaeological
interest and sensitivity. Here the deposits
are likely to provide valuable information
on the settlement’s early form and
development. The urban archaeological
remains are likely to be more complex in
these areas.

9
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7 Present settlement character

Topography and settlement form

The nature of the surrounding landscape
has been a determining factor in the
development of St Kew. Themajority of the
village lies on the lower slopes of the river
valley - the steepness of the valley sides
allowed for development close to the water
source but high enough to avoid the threat
of flooding, whilst also presenting a
sheltered environment. Only subsequently
when more durable building construction
techniques were available were houses
built on the more exposed land above the
valley. The flat area of land now used as
the St Kew Inn car park has never been
built on (probably because it could be at
risk of flooding), but has traditionally
provided an important open space for public
events and fairs. The steepness of the
upper slopes of the valley has discouraged
development leading to two large wedges
of open green space either side of the
graveyard and to the south west of
Trescobel. The wooded nature of the river
valley to the east has discouraged
development in this direction.

Standing historic fabric

For a small settlement St Kew has a
surprisingly wide spread of building types.
In addition to the local vernacular structures
such as Barton Row, St Kew Inn and a
number of other cottages and agricultural
buildings, there are two large polite houses
- Skisdon and Trescobel, two public
buildings in the Gothic style – the parish
hall and the primary school, a farmhouse
– The Barton, an industrial building – the
former mill, and the sizeable church.

Consequently the village is of far greater
architectural interest than its size would
suggest.

Picture 7.1 The sizeable former mill – now a
domestic building.

There are a number of unconverted working
buildings such as the collection of stone
rubble outbuildings to the north of
Trescobel which includes a stable block
with large carriage doors still in situ, and
the granary. The outbuildings opposite the
St Kew Inn are still used as stores, the
granary to the west of The Barton remains
unconverted and the piggeries opposite
Barton Row are used as stores.

Picture 7.2 Carriage doors on the stable block at
Trescobel.
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Picture 7.3 The stone stores opposite St Kew Inn.

Picture 7.4 The piggeries opposite Barton Row still
retain their plank doors and rag slate roof.

A number of other former working buildings
have been converted to domestic use but
still retain much of their former character.
The Grange was formerly two separate
agricultural buildings, which have now
joined, but the original openings have been
preserved. Willow Mill is now a sizeable
house, but retains its first floor doors and
outside stone staircase, and a former
ancillary building to the west of the mill is
also now a domestic building.

Key Buildings

Church of St James– grade I. This
fifteenth century granite church is
notable both for its size - the nave is

tall with north and south aisles off five
bays - and for the survival of its
fifteenth century stained glass
windows. The recently restored
window depicting the Ordinalia is of
national importance. The three stage
tower has a rectangular stair turret that
rises above the battlements and forms
an important part of many of the views
in the village. At the west end of the
south aisle are a re-sired lantern cross
and the Ogham stone.

Picture 7.5 The grade I listed church of St James.

Picture 7.6 The three stage church tower with
clasping buttresses.

St Kew Inn– grade II. Although its
structure suggests a predominantly
early nineteenth century building the
archaic plan of St Kew Inn hints at its

11
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earlier origins. Vernacular in style with
stone rubble walls, granite quoins and
brick window arches its two projecting
end bays and central court yard make
a significant contribution to the
streetscape.

Picture 7.7 St Kew Inn is one of the village’s key
buildings.

Trescobel– grade II. Described by
Pevsner as ‘a tall, uncommonly large
Georgian vicarage’, and now named
Trescobel possibly after the Revd.
Samuel Scobell. Surrounded by high
stone garden walls the house is only
glimpsed from the road where its stone
rubble service wing can be seen from
the northern gateway and its polite
rendered symmetrical façade with
central Doric porch from the
south-eastern entrance. From the
higher ground above the church it is
possible to see the complex north
western garden façade which is
partially slate hung.

Picture 7.8 Part of the slate hung rear elevation of
Trescobel.

Skisdon – grade II. This building too is
fairly hidden from the village but rather
than stone walls it lies behind hedges
and banks of trees. From its southern
entranceway the triple gabled roof with
bellcote can be seen and the rendered
façade. The main body of the house
is also visible from the higher reaches
of the road leading north from St Kew
Inn.

Picture 7.9 The roofs of Skisdon glimpsed from the
upper churchyard
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Picture 7.10 View of Skisdon

Other listed buildings in the village :-

18th Century – The Barton, pair of
cottages at northern end of Barton
Row, gate piers to south of Skisdon,
gate piers to north west of Skisdon.
19th Century – Granary to the west of
The Barton footbridge to the south of
The Barton pig houses opposite Barton
Row, granary to the north east of
Trescobel, gate piers to the south east
of Trescobel.

Picture 7.11 Nineteenth century pig houses opposite
Barton Row.

Other unlisted but historic buildings :-

Hill House– this cottage has an
eighteenth century core.
The early twentieth century southern
wing of St Kew County Primary
School.

Picture 7.12 The historic southern range of St Kew
Primary School

The nineteenth century former school
- now the parish hall.

The Grange – a series of nineteenth
century former agricultural buildings.
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Picture 7.13 The Grange is composed from a series
of barns.

Willow Mill – which incorporates
eighteenth century parts.

The southern end of Barton Row –
these cottages date from the later
nineteenth century.

The outbuildings to the south of St
Kew Inn, the row of cottages to the
east of St Kew Inn and the stables and
outbuildings in the grounds of
Trescobel – all of which date from the
nineteenth century.

Picture 7.14 One of the outbuildings to the south of
St Kew Inn.

The detached nineteenth century
house to the west of Skisdon.

Local details

The village has an interesting variety of roof
types hipped with mitred edges– St Kew
Inn, Trescobel, the Primary School and
gable end – Barton Row being the most
common. There are also however a number
of half hipped roofs to be found on the
former working buildings – The Grange,
the granary to The Barton and Willow Mill.
The outshut to the rear of Hill House has a
catslide roof and the granary at Trescobel
has a pyramid roof. One of the houses on
Barton Row has gabled half dormer
windows.

Picture 7.15 Gabled half dormer windows on Barton
Row.

There is a good survival of historic windows
including early nineteenth century sixteen
pane sash windows at St Kew Inn, mid
nineteenth century sash windows on the
façade of Barton Farmhouse, tall hornless
sash windows some of which incorporate
crown glass at Trescobel and nineteenth
century sash windows at Skisdon. Some
of the smaller cottages such as Barton Row
have nineteenth century casement
windows. Two tiny brick hexagonal
openings can be found on the eastern and
western gable ends of the parish hall.
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Picture 7.16 Early nineteenth century sixteen pane
sash windows on the façade of St Kew Inn.

Picture 7.17 Mid nineteenth century sash windows
on the façade of The Barton.

Picture 7.18 Hexagonal brick openings on the parish
hall.

There are also a few examples of historic
doors – the nineteenth century six panel
front door to St Kew Inn and the part glazed
entrance doors and chinoiserie glazed inner
doors at Trescobel.

Picture 7.19 The part glazed entrance doors at
Trescobel.

Local and traditional building
materials

Most of the walls in the village are
rubblestone, but the church tower and
south eastern gateway walls to Trescobel
are granite ashlar. Some of the smaller
buildings have walls of rendered and
painted cob and stone – Barton Row.
Unusually for this area the granary at
Trescobel, is timber framed and slate hung.
Some of the rubblestone walls are left
untreated others are rendered or painted
such as Hill House, the house to the east
of St Kew Inn, the southern cottages along
Barton Row, and parts of Trescobel and
Skisdon.
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Picture 7.20 Like many of the buildings in the village
St Kew Inn has rubblestone walls.

Picture 7.21 The house to the east of St Kew Inn
has been partly rendered and partly painted. The
earlier northern range was originally the gardener's
cottage for Skisdon.

The majority of buildings in the village have
slate roofs most of which are rag and others
scantle. Slatehanging can be found on the
Trescobel granary asmentioned above and
on parts of the rear façade of Trescobel
house.

There are a few granite lintels in the village,
the Grange, and timber lintels on the
outbuildings to St Kew Inn but the majority
of windows have brick arches - St Kew Inn,
The Barton and the parish hall. Brick is also
commonly used for chimney stacks – The
Barton, Trescobel, St Kew Inn, Skisdon,
but there are a few example of early stone
stacks – Hill House and the parish hall.

Picture 7.22 Cream brick window arches on the
parish hall.

Picture 7.23 Tall brick chimney stacks with
decorative caps on The Barton.
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Other granite features in the village include
the quoins on St Kew Inn, the staddle
stones on Trescobel granary, the flight of
stone steps to the first floor of Willow Mill,
the War Memorial and the gateposts at
Trescobel and Skisdon.

A few of the cottages have slate canopies
supported by iron brackets above the front
door or porches with slate roofs.

Picture 7.24 This cottage on Barton Row has a slate
roofed porch and slate door canopy.

Activity and use

The village today is in the main very quiet,
as most of the buildings are now residential,
but there are still a few hubs of activity.
During the week the pub has a steady
stream of visitors (which increases at
weekend and over the Summer), the
pre-school and toddler group run daily
sessions from the parish hall and the
Primary School caters for the village
children and those from the surrounding
area. The church due to its architectural
importance has a number of visitors and
has services on a Sunday. Skisdon is now
a complex of holiday apartments and this
swells the numbers of the village
particularly in the holiday season.

Spatial analysis

The buildings in the village are fairly
scattered but a sense of enclosure is
appreciable in some areas due to the tall
hedges and boundary walls. In particular
the high stone boundary walls to Trescobel
give the road leading into the village from
the south a great sense of enclosure. The
grain of the village is rather open around
the parking area below the church but
tightens again outside the St Kew Inn
where there are buildings either side of the
road.

Picture 7.25 Trescobel’s high stone garden walls
give a sense of enclosure.

Picture 7.26 There is a sense of enclosure outside
St Kew Inn with buildings and high banks either side
of the road.
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Although the area to the west of the church
is the most highly developed it has a sense
of spaciousness as the buildings are set
back from the road and surrounded by land.
Whilst the row of cottages at Barton Row
and the piggeries opposite form a small
area of enclosure at the southern end of
the village.

Streetscape and views

As mentioned above St Kew’s lanes are
bordered by a combination of walls and tall
hedges, some of which are Cornish
hedges. Walls form an important element
in the overall character of the village. The
rear wall of one of the Trescobel
outbuildings forms part of a high
rubblestone boundary wall the rest of which
has slate copings. There is a higher
section, which might once have been the
rear wall of a glasshouse. The upper
extension of the graveyard is bordered by
rubblestone walls, and they form a retaining
wall to the lower part of the churchyard.

Picture 7.27 The taller section of garden wall at
Trescobel might once have formed the rear of
another structure –possibly a glasshouse.

Most of the other road boundaries in the
villages are formed from hedges but the
road leading from the St Kew Inn on its
eastern side as it bends around the corner
is enclosed by stone blocks.

Picture 7.28 Stone block wall at the north eastern
end of the village

In addition to the walls there are a number
of magnificent gateways which greatly add
to the streetscape of the village. The
southern gateway to Skisdon, listed grade
II, consists of curved flanking Elvan walls
with terminal piers surmounted by ball
finials and granite monolith gate piers.

Picture 7.29 Curved slatestone walls with granite
copings at Skisdon
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Picture 7.30 Ball finials surmount the gate piers at
Skisdon.

At Trescobel the informal northern entrance
has granite gate piers with wooden five bar
gates.

Picture 7.31 A wooden five bar gate supported by
granite piers forms the northern entrance to
Trescobel.

To the south-east lies the main entrance of
ashlar walls with granite coping terminating
in square piers with granite pyramidal caps.

Picture 7.32 The formal southern entrance to
Trescobel.

Behind the left hand wall is a stone rubble
holy well with a brick basket arch rebuilt by
the Revd N T Every in the 1890s. The
graveyard on its northern boundary is
entered though a wooden gate flanked by
granite walls whilst the western gateway to
the churchyard has Victorian granite block
gate piers and iron gates.

Picture 7.33 The granite block and granite post
gateway to the upper part of the churchyard.
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Picture 7.34 The western entrance into the
churchyard.

The roads throughout the village are tarmac
and the only area of pavement is adjacent
to the road bridge. This pavement is also
formed from black top.

Picture 7.35 The road through the village is surfaced
in tarmac.

There are a few areas of traditional paving
– a large area of cobbles at Trescobel
which form the stableyard and entrance to
the road on the northern side and an area
of cobbles in front of the St Kew Inn.

Picture 7.36 Cobbles at the northern entrance to
Trescobel.

Picture 7.37 Cobbles in front of St Kew Inn.

Due to the steep valley sides there are
some significant vistas from the northern
and southern ends of the village. There are
far reaching views over the river valley to
the north from the road which leads
northwards from the pub and views east
across the wooded valley to Skisdon. From
the road above the graveyard there are
panoramic views looking south over the
valley below to the rolling fields beyond and
north over fields to even higher land on the
horizon.
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Picture 7.38Wide ranging views looking south from
the churchyard

Picture 7.39 Looking north to higher ground beyond
the upper churchyard.

From the lane outside the Primary School
looking south-east the view is dominated
by the church tower. Whilst from the flat
road which runs parallel to the valley above
Trescobel there are views over the village
to the church with its steeply sloping
graveyard behind.

Picture 7.40 St Kew church tower features in many
of the views throughout the village.

The walls and hedges surrounding
Trescobel and Skisdon which separate
them from an immediate relationship with
the rest of the village do not prevent them
from forming part of a number of significant
vistas.
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At the base of the river valley there are a
number of more intimate views. Standing
on both bridges there are charming views
of the tree-lined river as it curves through
the village. From the upper slopes of the
St Kew Inn car park there are views over
the river to the walls of Trescobel and the
north-western house façade beyond.

Picture 7.41 The river curving around the garden
wall of Trescobel gives the impression of a moat.

Picture 7.42 Looking east from the footbridge.

Public realm

In addition to the buildings there are a
number of smaller surviving historic
features which greatly enhance the
character of the village.

Picture 7.43 Brick and slate drain to the north of The
Barton.
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Leading up to the churchyard on its eastern
side is a solid double flight of steps formed
from stone with slate treads and a simple
iron handrail. There is a mounting block
outside the churchyard, known as the
Epping Stocks. Granite steps lead to the
garden to the south of Barton Row.

Picture 7.44 The double flight of stone steps leading
into the churchyard on its eastern side

Picture 7.45 Close-up of the churchyard steps
showing the slate treads.

Picture 7.46 The Epping stocks is constructed from
slatestone with slate treads.

The development of the village
necessitated the crossing of the river in two
places.

Picture 7.47 The low stone parapets of the road
bridge.

The road bridge below the church is the
moremodern structure with low rubblestone
parapets capped by long granite blocks.
The mid nineteenth century, grade II
footbridge standing adjacent to the ford has
stone rubble abutments and a central pier
with cut water on its eastern side.
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Picture 7.48 The mid nineteenth century footbridge

Picture 7.49 The granite lintels of the footbridge with
iron clamps.

The whole is spanned by granite lintels and
looks similar to a clapper bridge.

Picture 7.50 The ford with stone bed adjacent to the
footbridge.

A medieval mortarless stone bridge is
situated along he drive to Skisdon

In addition to the stone features there is
some fine cast iron work in the village. Two
cast iron signposts stand on the road
junction between Skisdon and Trescobel,
and a cast iron road sign is attached to
Skisdon wall.

Picture 7.51 Cast iron signposts at the eastern end
of the village.
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Picture 7.52 Cast iron road signs on Skisdon wall.

There are iron railings, now very
overgrown, bordering the river south-west
of Skisdon and Victorian style iron bracket
lampstands at the western end of the old
schoolroom and in the Churchyard

Picture 7.53 Very overgrown iron railings border the
river below Trescobel.

Just to the south of the churchyard is a
listed K6 telephone box.

Picture 7.54 The telephone box to the south east of
the churchyard.

Greenery and green space

Due to their steep gradients several fields
within the village have remained
undeveloped and this has helped to
maintain a connection between the historic
fabric and the surrounding countryside,
whilst at the same time giving the village
an intensely pastoral feel.
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Picture 7.55 Undeveloped fields within the heart of
the village lend a pastoral quality.

This is an important intrinsic element in the
village’s character – it feels more like the
countryside with a scattering of buildings
rather than a village with green spaces.
Many of the buildings have associated
areas of green space such as the
graveyard, the area of grass to the west of
the St Kew Inn car park and the grass to
the south of The Barton. The majority of
houses are set within their own gardens
and the cottages along Barton Row all have
front gardens behind low front walls.

Picture 7.56 The area of grass adjacent to the St
Kew Inn car park enhances the setting of the church.

Picture 7.57 Area of grass between the church and
the St Kew Inn grounds.

The churchyard with its mature trees and
areas of wild flowers is a very attractive
green space in the heart of the village. In
the gardens of Skisdon there are two
notable London plane tress.

Picture 7.58 Wild flowers in the churchyard
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There are a wonderful collection of mature
trees within the village which greatly adds
to its character.

Picture 7.59 Beautiful mature trees can be found
throughout the village.

Loss, intrusion and damage

The majority of historic buildings have
survived in St Kew apart from a group of
farm buildings in the field to the south-east
of the Primary School. These appeared on
the 1840 tithe map, were reduced to one
building on the 1880Ordnance Surveymap
and had disappeared altogether by the
1907 edition. The village has lost the Every
Institute as a public building following its
sale by the Diocese of Truro in 1962.

The cottages at the southern end of Barton
Row have been altered over the years
including the addition of porches, gabled
dormers and the replacement of the original
slate roofs with modern tiles.

The St Kew Inn car park forms a very raw
expanse of tarmac amidst its attractive
setting of mellow old buildings and lush
riverbank vegetation. It would benefit from
some thoughtful landscaping and less
aggressive surfacing.

General condition

The buildings in St Kew are generally well
maintained and in good condition. The only
building at risk is the agricultural building
to the south of the footbridge.

Picture 7.60 This abandoned barn is potentially at
risk.
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8 Problems and pressures

Historic Buildings

For the size of the village there is a large
number of listed and historic buildings
which in the main are well maintained and
in good condition. Over the years however
there has been a certain amount of
adaptation and alteration. If this were to
continue unchecked it could impact on the
character of the settlement and comprise
the village’s historic integrity.

Replacement windows and doors –a
few historic buildings have windows
and doors in non-traditional materials
or of inappropriate design and finish.
These features not only diminish the
historic integrity and aesthetic value of
the building involved, but also have a
detrimental impact on the historic
character of the village as a whole.
Dormers and roof lights –the majority
of historic buildings in the village still
have original scantle and rag slate
roofs. The importance of these roofs
as a characteristic of the village should
be recognised any moves to insert
dormers should be resisted. Roof lights
should only be considered on rear
elevations.

Public Realm

Lighting – the street lights in the village
are a present in the form of brackets
attached to existing poles. This is an
excellent idea as it reduces the visual
impact of a plethora of poles. However,
the design of the lights is very
utilitarian of a type more suited to a
town bypass than a historic village.

Picture 8.1 The design of the streetlights could be
improved to suit their sensitive historic location.

Overhead cables – there are areas in
the village where the prevalence of
overhead cables has a detrimental
effect on the historic character.

Picture 8.2 In areas of the village the overhead
cables have a detrimental effect on the historic
character.
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New Building

In recent years a number of buildings
have been converted into domestic
use. These conversions in general
have been sensitively executed and
the original character of the buildings
preserved. There are still a number of
unconverted outbuildings and barns in
the village which contribute greatly to
the agricultural character of St Kew.
This character would be compromised
however if they were all modified for
domestic use.
At present there has been very little
new development within the village
helping to preserve its historic
character.

Designation

The conservation area boundary at
present excludes the early twentieth
century Primary School.
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9 Recommendations

Historic Buildings

Windows and doors in the historic core
should be of traditional materials and
design. Historic windows should be
repaired where possible or replaced
to match originals.
St Kew has an admirable survival of
original slate roofs which contribute
greatly to the village’s character. In
order to preserve this asset the
insertion of dormer windows and the
replacement of natural slate coverings
should be discouraged. However on
unobtrusive rear elevations good
quality small scale rooflights could be
considered.

Public Realm

Lighting – the practice of using existing
poles to carry the street lighting should
continue. However, the lights
themselves should be of a design and
materials more suitable to their
sensitive surroundings.
Overhead cables – consideration
should be given to the feasibility of
under-grounding cables. Otherwise
they should be appropriately sited in
order to impact less on the surrounding
historic and natural environment.

New Building

The further conversion of buildings
within the village should be
discouraged. If conversion takes place,
however, it should conform to the
principles outlined in English
Heritage’s Conversion of Traditional
Farm Buildings – A guide to good
practice parts 1 and 2 and the North

Cornwall District Council Design
Guide.
St Kew is currently not designated for
any further development and this
should continue to be the case.

Designation

Consideration should be given to
extending the conservation area
boundary to include the primary
school.
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10 Opportunities

In order to further promote St Kew as
an historic settlement further
information on its development and
architecture could be provided by
interpretation boards or by an
exhibition in the village hall. A village
trail could be produced not just for St
Kew itself, but linking it with
surrounding historic settlements. This
could present St Kew’s heritage to a
wider audience and help attract new
visitors.
The St Kew Inn car park is not
conspicuous from the road, but viewed
from within is seen as a large expanse
of tarmac. There is scope for
improvement here should resurfacing
be contemplated and the area could
be broken up visually with planting.

Picture 10.1 The large expanse of tarmac in the St
Kew Inn car park
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