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Wadebridge Town  

Statement of Significance  

This is the commercial centre of the town where most of the shops, banks, cafes and 
public houses can be found. There is a very good survival of historic buildings in this 
area mainly dating from the eighteenth and nineteenth century. The combination of 
industrial, commercial and domestic buildings in this area make for richly varied 
streetscapes with a variety of building styles and scales.  

 Historic development – key events 

• Medieval – Two chapels either side of river 

• 1309 – Leper hospital 

• 1468 – Wadebridge Bridge  

• 1646 - Bridge defended during Civil War 

• Eighteenth century – Bradford Quay  

• 1783 – First Methodist Chapel on Egloshayle Road  

• 1833 - Oatey and Martyn Foundry  

• 1834 - Railway to Bodmin  

• 1835 - Attack of typhus 

• 1852-3 - Bridge widened 

• 1888 - Railway connected to Great Western Railway 

• 1895 - Railway connected to LRWR 

• 1898 - Creation of Wadebridge Urban Council 

• 1960s - Railway closed 

• 1962-3 - Second widening of the bridge 

• 1981 – New sewers allow for large building programme 

Activity and use   

This is the busiest part of Wadebridge with a constant stream of traffic both vehicular 
and pedestrian. Although Molesworth Street has been pedestrianised it is still very busy 
with people visiting the shops which line either side of the street. The domestic buildings 
are located on the edge of the area, or in the streets behind the main commercial 
thoroughfares. 

Building types  

Domestic buildings  

Large town houses – During the town’s industrial heyday a number of sizeable houses 
were built throughout the area: 

• Pair of houses at the foot of Trevanion Road (late nineteenth century) – now 
converted into a health centre and private dwelling 
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One of the former large town houses representing the 

prosperity of the town following the arrival of the railway 

 

• Belmont House (late nineteenth century) 

• Pair of houses to the south of the Masonic Hall, Trevanion Road (late nineteenth 
century) 

• Oakland and Hillcote, Trevanion Road (late nineteenth century) 

• The Rectory, Trevanion Road (late nineteenth century) – possibly purpose built 

• Goonbell and Springfontein, Fernleigh Road (early twentieth century) 

• Pendennis and Penquite, Fernleigh Road (late nineteenth century) 

• Manor House, Gonvena Hill (eighteenth century) – now offices 

• Spring Gardens, Gonvena Hill (late seventeenth/early eighteenth century) 

• 14, 15, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 32, 33, Egloshayle Road (late nineteenth century) 

• 31 Egloshayle Road (early twentieth century) 

• 34 Egloshayle Road (early nineteenth century) 

• 52 Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century) 

• 47 and 49 Molesworth Street (early nineteenth century) 

• 58 Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century) 

• 68 Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century) – possibly original manse for adjacent 
chapel 

• 61 and 63 Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century) 

• 65 and 67 Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century) 

• 69 Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century with early twentieth century turret)  

• 71 and 73 Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century) 

• The Elms, Molesworth Street (late seventeenth century) 

• Pridham House, Molesworth Street (late seventeenth century) 

• Westerland, Molesworth Street (eighteenth century) 

• Hill House Park Road (early nineteenth century) 

 

Terraced housing – Following the arrival of the railway, terraces of houses were built 
from the late nineteenth into the early twentieth century. They occur throughout the 
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town, but are notably concentrated on the land to the south of the railway. The terraces 
were built with front gardens and where possible to take advantage of the views: 

• 7-24 Trevanion Road (late nineteenth century) – No. 18 includes a modern shopfront 
addition. 

• 25-28 Trevanion Road (late nineteenth century) 

• Bossiney, Elmsleigh and Springfield, Trevanion Road (early twentieth century) 

• Tremar to Trevalsa, Fernleigh Road (late nineteenth century) 

• 1-5 Gwendrock Villas, Fernleigh Road (late nineteenth century) 

• Kingarth to Glynfield, Fernleigh Road (early twentieth century)  

• 12 houses south of Penquite on west side of Fernleigh Road (early twentieth century) 

• 1-16, Fernleigh Road east side (late nineteenth century) 

• 17-21, Fernleigh Road (early twentieth century) 

• 1-4 Glencoe Terrace, Guineaport Road (late nineteenth century) 

• 1-9 Cliff Park Terrace, Guineaport Road (late nineteenth century) 

• Houses south of Cliff Park Terrace as far as 9 Guineaport Road (late nineteenth 
century) 

 

 
The late nineteenth/early twentieth century houses are 

an important component of the area’s character 

 

• 9-18 Guineaport Road (early twentieth century) 

• 1-4 Marine Terrace, Eddystone Road (late nineteenth century) 

• 1-8 Park Place (late nineteenth century) 

• 1-5 Clarence Terrace (late nineteenth century) 

Cottage rows – These are groups of three or more cottages, usually built to house 
industrial or agricultural workers. Examples of this type can be found throughout the 
area, especially in proximity to the quays, former quarries and the foundry. Examples 
include: 

•  1-9 Riverside Place – built for workers at the former gas works (late nineteenth 
century) 
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• Myn Tered and Wheel Cottage (formerly two cottages) – built for workers at the 
former quarry  (late nineteenth century) 

• 1-4 Flora Place, Gonvena Hill (early nineteenth century) 

• 1 and 2 Spring Gardens, Rose Cottage, Gonvena Hill (early nineteenth century) 

• 1-5 adjacent to Bureau House, Bradford Quay Road  

• 1-3 Bradford Quay Road (late nineteenth century) 

• 1-6 Eddystone Terrace, Eddystone Road (late nineteenth century) – probably built for 
workers at the stone works which lay directly to the north 

• 1-2 Eddystone Place and 6-10 Trevanson Street (early nineteenth century) – 
originally built as back-to-back cottages, now amalgamated into a single row 

 

 
Rows of cottages can be found close to centres of industrial activity 

 

• 1-5 Trevanson Street (early nineteenth century) – industrial workers cottages 
probably for stone works or quay 

• 80-84 Molesworth Street (early nineteenth century) 

• 4-6 Park Road (early nineteenth century) 

• 7, 8 and 14 Park Road (early – late nineteenth century) 

• Cottages southern side of Chapel Lane (early nineteenth century) 

• Foundry Terrace (early nineteenth century) – built for workers at Oatey and Martyn’s 
foundry 

Cottage pairs – piecemeal development sometimes built on infill sites or on the edges of 
earlier development. 

• Restaurant adjacent to the Trevanion Road Chapel – originally a pair of cottages 
(eighteenth century) 

• 44 and 46 Molesworth Street (early nineteenth century) - built originally as courtyard 
development with cottages behind the street line, two of which still survive 

• 48 and 50 Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century) – extensively modernised 

• 86-92 Molesworth Street (early nineteenth century) – courtyard development with 
buildings behind the street line 

• 1 and 2 Park Road (late nineteenth century) 
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• Houses on northern side of Park Road and on the corner with Foundry Terrace (late 
nineteenth century) 

• Cottages on the western side of Cross Street (early nineteenth century) – 
incorporating sometime shop, now reverted to domestic 

 

 
This building was part of the eighteenth century expansion of the town. 
Its site below street level indicating it was built before Trevanion Road in 

its present form was constructed 
 

Commercial 

Wadebridge has a good survival of historic commercial buildings. Many of these including 
the public houses and hotels were purpose built, whilst some of the shops were inserted 
into earlier town houses. The hotels tend to be larger structures of three storeys and 
higher, often built in recognisable architectural idioms. Some of the shops, and most of 
the banks, also incorporate decorative architectural detailing into their designs. 

• Public Houses – The Ship Inn (early nineteenth century) The Molesworth Arms Hotel 
(late seventeenth century) – built as a coaching Inn, now a hotel, The Churchill 
(eighteenth century) – formerly the Conservative Club, and before that a town 
house, 76 and 78 Molesworth Street (early nineteenth century) – formerly the 
Queen’s Head Inn now domestic   

 

 
The Churchill was originally built as a town house, before 

it was converted into a club and subsequently a public house 
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• Banks – 12 Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century), 14 and 16 Molesworth 
Street (early nineteenth century) – originally town houses converted into bank, 22-
26 Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century) – town house converted into bank, 26 
Molesworth Street 

• Houses with shops inserted at ground floor level  – 6-10 Molesworth Street (late 
nineteenth century), 4, 5 and 6 Polmorla Road (early nineteenth century), 18, 
building adjacent to 21, 35 and 37, 43, 45 Molesworth Street (early nineteenth 
century), 20, 21, 28-30, 55 and 57 Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century), 31, 
33, 32, 34 Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century) – No. 34 had the first post 
office in Wadebridge inserted at ground floor level, 27 and 29, 41 Molesworth Street 
(18th century houses with nineteenth century shops), 39 Molesworth Street 
(eighteenth century town house with later shop all rebuilt following a recent fire), 36 
Molesworth Street (mid nineteenth century town house with late 19th century shop)  

• Purpose built shops – 1-5 Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century), 7 Molesworth 
Street (late nineteenth century), Artyfacts and Noah’s Ark Tearoom, The Platt (early 
twentieth century), the Post Office, The Platt (early twentieth century), 1 and 2 
Polmorla Road (late nineteenth century), 3 Polmorla Road (early nineteenth century), 
13, 15, 17, 19, 25 Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century), 40 and 42 
Molesworth Street (early twentieth century) 

• Hotels – The Swan originally The Commercial (late nineteenth century) extended with 
further wing in early twentieth century), The Bridge on Wool originally The Cornish 
Arms (late nineteenth century)  

 

 
The late nineteenth century Swan Hotel, originally known as The Commercial 

 

Industrial buildings 

Former warehouses – There are a number of warehouses throughout the town, some 
associated with the former foundry, whilst others were built to house the goods imported 
and exported from the town’s quays and railway. These buildings tend to be three 
storeys or higher and can include irregular window openings, loft doors and the remains 
of pulley systems. The majority have been converted into residential or commercial use. 
A few of the smaller examples, however, are still used as storage buildings. Examples of 
warehouses include: 

• The row of shops including the photographers on Polmorla Road (late nineteenth 
century) 

• Building at the east end of Foundry Terrace (late nineteenth century) 
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• Building now accommodating the shop Glanville and Sons (late nineteenth century) 

• 1 Egloshayle Road and adjoining building to the north (early nineteenth century) – 
now converted into shops with accommodation above 

• Bridge House (early nineteenth century) – now a clinic 

• 4 and 6 Egloshayle Road (early nineteenth century) – now domestic and stores, No. 6  
one time shop   

• 1 Malletts Court, off Harbour Road (late nineteenth century) – now domestic 

 

 
Very decorative former warehouse, now converted 

into a shop 

 

• Former warehouse, Trevanson Street (early nineteenth century) – now offices for the 
North Cornwall Advertiser 

• 23 Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century) – now shops with accommodation 
above  

• Building on the corner of Brackwell Place and Park Road (late nineteenth century) – 
now domestic and commercial 

• Building at east end of Chapel Lane on the southern side (late nineteenth century) 

Former foundry buildings – Over the years most of the Oatey and Martyn’s foundry site 
has been cleared and redeveloped with flats, sheltered accommodation and a shopping 
precinct. However, a few remnants of the former foundry remain converted into other 
uses including the Glanville and Sons former warehouse noted above and:  

• The Nuthatch (late nineteenth century) - possibly former stables  

 



Wadebridge Conservation Area Appraisal 2013 45 

 
A surviving remnant from the former foundry 

 

Former quay buildings – Most of the buildings associated with the historic quays have 
been cleared as the sites have been redeveloped for housing and for light industrial use. 
A few buildings still survive now converted to other uses. 

• Bureau House (late nineteenth century) – possibly former offices for Bradford Quay, 
now domestic 

• Allen House (late nineteenth century) – possibly former offices, now domestic 

Outhouses – A number of small outhouses and workshops still survive in the town – 
some have been converted into other uses. Many still retain their irregular window 
openings and large doorways which attest to their former incarnations. 

• Springfield Cottage, Brook Road (late nineteenth century) – now domestic 

• Two shops at the north-east end of The Platt, currently the Jag phone shop and the 
Fudge Shop (late nineteenth century) 

• Building on northern corner of Park Road and Whiterock Road (late nineteenth 
century) 

• 2 Park Road (late nineteenth century) 

Stables – Former stables can be found throughout the town converted into both retail 
and domestic use. 

• Stable Cottage, Glen Road (late nineteenth century) 

• Stables on Fairpark Road (early nineteenth century) unconverted and used as a store 
– the remains of a winch still survive 

• Former stables mentioned above as part of Foundry site (late nineteenth century) – 
now a restaurant 

• 22-26 Trevanson Street (early nineteenth century) – former carriage entrance and 
stables to the Molesworth Arms Hotel now domestic accommodation 

 



Wadebridge Conservation Area Appraisal 2013 46 

 
Former carriage entrance to the Molesworth Arms Hotel, 

now converted into domestic accommodation 

 

• 27 and 28 Trevanson Street (early nineteenth century) – former stables to the 
Molesworth Arms Hotel, now domestic accommodation 

• Former stables/store, Trevanson Street (late nineteenth century) – now a shop, The 
Spice Store 

Railway buildings - Although most of the buildings associated with the railway were 
demolished after the closure of the line a few remnants still survive. 

• Former Railway Station (mid nineteenth century) – now the Betjeman Centre 

• Former Goods Shed, Southern Way (early nineteenth century) – now the Betty Fisher 
Centre 

Public buildings 

The majority of the public buildings in Wadebridge were built in this area, close to the 
commercial and industrial heart of the settlement. 

• Masonic Hall, Trevanion Road (late nineteenth century) 

• Wills Memorial Hall, Egloshayle Road (late nineteenth century) – now a hall 

• Former school off Egloshayle Road (late nineteenth century) – now domestic  

• Mechanical Institute (late nineteenth century) – now shop and accommodation 

• Police Station, Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century) 

• Molesworth Street School and attached school house (late nineteenth century) – now 
converted into five dwellings 
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 Entrance to the former Mechanical Institute on Molesworth Street 

 

Ecclesiastical buildings 

Although the only Church of England church in the area was situated in Egloshayle, 
within the town centre the Nonconformists built a number of chapels.  

• Chapel, Trevanion Road (early nineteenth century) now converted into a Methodist 
meeting place & café 

• Methodist Chapel, Egloshayle Road (late nineteenth century) – still in use 

• Congregational Chapel, Molesworth Street (late nineteenth century) – still in use 

• Wadebridge Methodist Church now sold 

 

 
Services are still held in this nineteenth century chapel on Trevanion Road 
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Architectural styles  

This area of the town is particularly rich in architectural detail. Although the former 
industrial buildings and cottages were built in the local vernacular style the vast majority 
of buildings – the shops, hotels, public buildings, chapels, large detached houses and 
terraces - were all designed either in a specific architectural style or incorporating polite 
details.  

Classical  

• The terraced housing in Wadebridge is notable for its exuberant Classically inspired 
details including pilasters, capitals, modillion brackets and balustrades 

• Oakland and Hillcote, Trevanion Road – pilasters surmounted by ball finials 

• Springfield, Trevanion Road – rusticated quoins 

• Pendennis, Fernleigh Road – brick pilasters and pediment 

• Manor House, Gonvena Hill – Classical elements include a plat band, pediment 
supported by consol brackets above the front door and a symmetrical façade 

• Spring Gardens, Gonvena Hill – symmetrical façade, and a porch with Tuscan 
columns 

• 17 Egloshayle Road – symmetrical façade with central niche 

• Clyburn and Dukes Mead, Egloshayle Road – Symmetrical façade, round headed 
windows with radiating tracery 

• 6-10 Molesworth Street – cornice with modillion brackets, plat band and pilasters 

• 7 Molesworth Street – pilasters, rusticated quoins and sole plate, moulded string 
course 

• The Bridge on Wool, The Platt – cornice, quoins, segmental headed windows with 
keystones, plat band 

• 12 Molesworth Street - Doric columns supporting an entablature, banded rustication 

 

 
Classical style features on the HSBC bank, Molesworth Street 

 

• 14 and 16 Molesworth Street – cornices above first floor windows supported by 
consoles, wide eaves with mutule decoration, architraves around windows, banded 
rustication at ground floor level 
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• 20 Molesworth Street – cornice supported by consoles above first floor windows, side 
doorway surrounded by vermiculated rustication  

• 22-26 Molesworth Street – banded rustication at ground floor level 

• 26 Molesworth Street – pilasters dividing round headed windows, keystone above 
entrance, modillion eaves brackets 

• 28 Molesworth Street – cornice and plat band 

• 23 Molesworth Street – ground floor banded rustication, round headed windows with 
radiating glazing bars, window mouldings with keystones, dentil band beneath 
cornice, pilasters 

• 32 and 24 Molesworth Street – quoins 

• 27 and 29 Molesworth Street – roof parapet above moulded cornice with blind 
rectangular panels 

• 36 Molesworth Street – projecting cornice with parapet above 

• 31 and 33 Molesworth Street - roof parapet above moulded cornice with blind 
rectangular panels 

• 39 Molesworth Street - roof parapet above moulded cornice with blind rectangular 
panels 

• Molesworth Arms, Molesworth Street – porch with moulded cornice supported by 
Doric columns, quoins, moulded window surrounds 

• 52 Molesworth Street – quoins, plat band, cornice supported by brackets above door, 
moulded window surrounds, cills supported by corbels 

• 51 and 53 Molesworth Street – quoins, moulded window surrounds supported by 
corbels, eaves cornice 

 

 
Classical detailing on former town house, Molesworth Street, 

later converted into shops 

 

• Pridham House, Molesworth Street – porch room supported by Doric columns, round 
headed stair window with radiating glazing bars 

• 1-8 Park Place – round headed windows and glazing bars 

Gothic  

• The Town Hall (formerly the Molesworth Hall) – predominantly Gothic in style this 
building includes a bell tower surmounted by a fleche with clock faces and a finial 
above. The windows are round headed including a large window above the main 
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entrance with radiating tracery. Some Classical elements are incorporated into the 
design including a balustraded balcony and pilasters which terminate in flag poles.  

 

 
The style of the Town Hall is predominantly Gothic with some eclectic details 

 

• Chapel, Trevanion Road – early English Gothic style with pointed windows and ‘Y’ 
shaped tracery 

• Masonic Lodge, Trevanion Road – pointed headed windows with trefoil headed 
tracery, roundel above with Masonic symbols, hood moulds and string course 

 

 
Gothic detailing on the Masonic Lodge, Trevanion Road 

 

• Sunday School, Egloshayle Road – pointed headed windows, with trefoil headed 
tracery, pointed double lancet with roundels above 
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• Methodist Chapel, Egloshayle Road – pointed windows, buttresses with hipped caps 
and cast-iron finials, string course and roundel 

• 2 Molesworth Street (former Mechanics Institute) - pointed headed doorway with 
lancet above, steeply pitched gable roof 

• Congregational Chapel, Molesworth Street – early English Gothic style with lancet 
windows   

Eclectic – Often rather than following one strict idiom architectural features from 
different styles are mixed to produce eclectic compositions. 

• The Health Centre – Gothic gables are combined with Classical pilasters which flank 
the entrance and rise two storeys to enclose a window surmounted by a pediment 

• Oakland and Hillcote, Trevanion Road – Gothic gables mixed with Classical modillion 
brackets, plat band, pilasters, ball finials and quoins  

• The Rectory, Trevanion Road – castellations above the bay windows, round headed 
windows, arched porch supported by columns 

 

 
An exuberant mix of styles were used in the design of The Rectory 

 

• The Swan, The Platt – Classical features include round headed windows with 
stringcourses and keystones and tripartite windows. Gothic Features include an ogee 
arch stringcourse 

• The Post Office, The Platt – projecting bays surmounted by small slate hipped roofs 
with cast iron ridges, sloping main roof hidden behind parapet, plat band joining row 
of windows, central window with segmental head 

Key buildings  

• Wadebridge Street – Grade II*, circa 1468 

• The Police Station – Grade II, late nineteenth century 

• The Molesworth Arms Hotel – Grade II, late seventeenth century 

• The Town Hall – 1888 

• The Old School, Molesworth Road – 1860s 
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• The Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, Egloshayle Road – mid nineteenth century 

• The Bridge on Wool, The Platt – late nineteenth century 

• The Swan Hotel, The Platt – late nineteenth century 

• The Mechanics Institute, Egloshayle Road – late nineteenth century 

Other listed buildings and structures in the area (all Grade II): 

• Bradford Quay – quay wall circa eighteenth century. 

• 27 and 29 Molesworth Street – Late eighteenth century shop with late nineteenth 
century shopfront. 

• 31 and 33 Molesworth Street Eighteenth century shops with late nineteenth century 
shopfronts. 

• 39 Molesworth Street – Eighteenth century shop remodelled in early nineteenth 
century. 

• 41 Molesworth Street – Late eighteenth century shop extended in mid nineteenth 
century. 

• 36 Molesworth Street – Mid nineteenth century shop. 

• 54 Molesworth Street – Eighteenth century house remodelled in nineteenth century, 
now a club. 

• 74 Molesworth Street  and garden wall – Late seventeenth century house with late 
nineteenth century garden walls. 

• Wadebridge Station – Mid nineteenth century. 

• Greystones and house adjoining, Whiterock Road – Early nineteenth century. 

• Glawildor and garden wall – Early nineteenth century house. 

• 1-2 Whiterock Terrace - Circa 1830s pair of houses. 

• 3 Whiterock Terrace - Circa 1830s house. 

• 4 and 5 Whiterock Terrace - Circa 1840 pair of houses. 

• Wall and steps to north east of Whiterock Terrace - Circa 1840. 

Local details  

Roofs  

• Most of the roofs in the area have gables, but hipped roofs can be found on some of 
the higher status buildings such as The Rectory and Springfield, Trevanion Road; the 
Betjeman Centre;  the Manor House and Spring Gardens, Gonvena Hill; 17, 20, 21, 
22, 22a and 23 Egloshayle Road; Clyburn and Dukes Mead, Egloshayle Road; the 
Bridge on Wool (hipped roof hidden behind a cornice); The Police Station, Molesworth 
Street; 74 Molesworth Street; Westernlands, Molesworth Street and Hill House, Park 
Road. Many of the large warehouses such as Allen House, Bradford Quay Road; 6 
Egloshayle Road (double depth); 1 Malletts Court (hipped at western end); 27 
Trevanson Street; former warehouse on Trevanson Street and the former warehouse, 
Chapel Lane also have hipped roofs.  Belmont House has a half-hipped gable at its 
southern end, the roof at Rose Cottage, Bradford Quay Road is hipped at its northern 
end and the Swan Hotel has a half-hipped roof on its northern wing. The former 
school, Molesworth Street has projecting bays with half-hipped roofs. Pent roofs can 
be found on the Polmorla Mews building (probably originally stables). 
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The former school off Egloshayle has a prominent hipped roof. 

This picture also shows the tall mortared slatestone wall – a feature of the area 

 

• Nearly all the buildings in this area have brick chimneys including some notable 
examples such as 1-9 Riverside Place, the Health Centre and 1 and 2 Trevanion Road 
where the chimneys include moulded brick decoration. 

• There is a tradition in the area of dormer windows, particularly on building of the late 
nineteenth/early twentieth century. Examples include gabled full dormers – the 
Health Centre; Belmont House (canted sides); Elmsleigh and Bossiney, Trevanion 
Road; Springfield (glazed cheeks); Tremar and Goonbell, Trevanion Road; 
Springfontein and Mayfield (canted), Greenaway, Hazelmere and Trevalsa, Fernleigh 
Road; 17 and 18 Fernleigh Road (slatehung cheeks); 1-4 Glencoe Terrace and 31 
Egloshayle Road. 

 

 
Dormer windows along Fernleigh Road 

 

• Dormers incorporated into gable ends can be found at 1-5 Gwendrock Villas; Kingarth 
to Glynfield, Fernleigh Road; 1-16 Fernleigh Road; 21 Molesworth Street (half glazed 
and half slatehung cheeks); 26 Molesworth Street; 54 Molesworth Street (slatehung 
cheeks) and  61, 63, 65, 67, Molesworth Street.   

• The Manor House has full dormers with hipped roofs and raking full dormer windows 
can be found on the Swan Hotel. 
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Windows  

• A number of historic windows have been lost in this area, including on some high 
status and very visible buildings. However, a number still survive of different types 
and from different periods. The most common historic window type is the simple late 
nineteenth/early twentieth century four or two pane sash which can be found 
throughout the area including the cottages at 1-9 Riversdale Place; Belmont House, 
Trevanion Road (one of which is round-headed); 7-13, 17, Oakland and Hillcote, The 
Rectory, Elmsleigh, Bossiney, Springfield, Tremar, Goonbell, Trevanion Road; 
Springfontein, Mayfield, Greenaway, Hazelmere, Trevalsa, 1-5 Gwendrock Villas, 
Kingarth to Glynfield, Pendennis, Fernleigh Road; terrace of houses south of 
Penquite, Fernleigh Road (including round headed windows in gables); 1-16 and 17-
21 Fernleigh Road; 1-4 Glencoe Terrace;  1-9 Gill Park Terrace; the late nineteenth 
century terrace, Guineaport Road; 9-18 Guineaport Road; the Ship Inn, Gonvena Hill; 
2 Bradford Quay Road; 8 Molesworth Street; Noah’s Ark, The Platt; 1,5,6 Polmorla 
Road; 15, 18, 20, 21 (and building adjacent), 23, 26, 31, 33, 35, 37, 41, 43, 55, 57, 
61, 63, The Police Station,  Molesworth Street; 1-8 Park Place (original sashes on 
some of the buildings), 65, 67, 69, 71, 73, the Old School House, Molesworth Street; 
the former warehouse on the corner of Blackwell Place and 2 and 3 Clarence Terrace. 

 

 
Historic sash windows on Guineaport Road 

 

• Six pane sashes can be found on 40 and 42 Molesworth Street and 1 and 2 Park 
Road; twelve pane sashes at The Manor House and Spring Gardens, Gonvena Hill; 
Spring Gardens Cottage; 17, 32, 33 Egloshayle Road; The Swan Hotel; 14, 16, 36, 
39, 74, 92, The Molesworth Arms and The Police Station, Molesworth Street. Sixteen 
pane sashes still survive on The Swan; 47, 49 and 54 Molesworth Street and twenty 
four pane windows at the Betjeman Centre and the Molesworth Arms.   
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Twenty-four pane sash windows on the Molesworth Street façade of the Molesworth Arms 

 

• Sash windows with margin glass can be found on 6 Egloshayle Road; 1 Marine 
Terrace; 2 and 4 Eddystone Terrace and 34 Egloshayle Road where the margin glass 
is coloured.  

• Tripartite sash windows can be found on 6, 7, 10, 26, 74 and Westerlands, 
Molesworth Street. An oriel window is included in the design of the Swan Hotel. 

• In the area there are a few buildings with historic casement windows including The 
Manor House, Gonvena Hill whose dormer windows have casements and Spring 
Gardens, Gonvena Hill which has casements on its rear elevation.  

• One of the former warehouses on Polmorla Road has unusual cast iron lozenge 
shaped glazing bars that were possibly manufactured at the neighbouring foundry. 
The former school on Molesworth Street has stone mullion and transom windows.  

 

 
Cast iron glazing bars on Polmorla Road 
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• The predominant window shape is square headed but the Gothic influenced buildings 
in the area have pointed windows, whilst some of the Classically influenced buildings 
have round headed windows – see Architectural Styles above. A number of terraced 
houses have segmental headed windows.  

• Many of the larger detached houses and the later nineteenth/early twentieth century 
terraces have bay windows. Examples can be found of single ground floor bays at 14-
16, 19 Trevanion Road; The Rectory, Trevanion Road; 17-21 Fernleigh Road; 1-4 
Glencoe Terrace; 8 and 9 Gill Park Terrace;  the late nineteenth century houses, 
Guineaport Road; 9-18 Guineaport Road (canted); Bureau House, Bradford Quay 
Road; 14 and 15, 17, 20 Egloshalye Road (canted); 22a, 31 Egloshayle Road; 1-8 
Park Place (canted);  61, 63 Molesworth Street; 65 Molesworth Street (with cast iron 
balconies above) and 3 Clarence Terrace. 

• Double-height bays are included in the design of the Health Centre; 1 and 2 
Trevanion Road; 25-28 Trevanion Road; Oakland, Hillcote, Tremar, Goonbell, 
Trevanion Road; Springfontein, Mayfield, Greenaway, Hazelmere and Trevalsa, 
Fernleigh Road (canted); 1-5 Gwendrock Villas, Kingarth to Glynfield, Fernleigh Road 
(canted with balconies above); the terrace of houses south of Penquite, Fernleigh 
Road; 33 Egloshayle Road; 67 Molesworth Street and 71 Molesworth Street (canted). 
Whilst triple height bays can be found on 73 Molesworth Street. Pendennis and 
Penquite, Fernleigh Road and 69 Molesworth Street have double height bay windows 
surmounted by turrets. 

 

 
Triple height bay windows on Molesworth Street 

 

Joinery  

• Throughout the town there are examples of decorative joinery, mainly in the form of 
carved bargeboards such as those on the former warehouse on Polmorla Road, the 
former Chapel, Trevanion Road, Belmont House, Oakland and Hillcote, Trevanion 
Road, Gwendrock Villas and Kingarth to Glynfield, Fernleigh Road (with wooden 
finials), 1-5 Glencoe Terrace, 34 Egloshayle Road, 7 Molesworth Street. 
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Decorative carved bargeboards on Trevanion Road 

 

• Many historic front doors have been lost, but there are a number of survivals 
including panel doors at some of the houses between 20-24 Trevanion Road (half-
glazed), 1-4 Glencoe Terrace (half-glazed), Oakland Hillcote, Trevanion Road (with 
rectangular lights above), The Rectory, Trevanion Road (the half glazed panel door 
has a fanlight above), terrace of houses south of Penquite, Fernleigh Road, 1-9 Gill 
Cliff Terrace, The Manor House Gonvena Hill (with fanlight above), Spring Gardens, 
Gonvena Hill (fanlight above), Bureau House, Bradford Quay Road (with two lights 
above), 34 Egloshayle Road (half glazed), 2 Molesworth Street, Pridham House, 
Molesworth Street. 

 

 
Historic half-glazed panel front door on The Rectory set 

within Classically influenced porch 
 

• Plank doors still survive at The Stables, Fairpark Road, the former school, Molesworth 
Street, 4-6 Park Road, the former warehouse on the corner of Brackwell Place. 

• One of the terraced houses on Fernleigh Road still retains its timber balustrade above 
the first floor bay window, as do some of the houses south of Penquite, Fernleigh 
Road. 

Porches  

A number of the houses in the area, in particular the late nineteenth/early twentieth 
century terraces have porches. These tend to have slate gable roofs such as 1-5 
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adjacent to Bureau House, Bradford Quay Road and 14 and 15 Egloshayle Road. Some 
incorporate decorative features such as carved bargeboards and cast iron ridges – 
Oaklands and Hillcote, Trevanion Road. The Rectory, Trevanion Road has a porch with a 
bay window above, whilst 74 Molesworth Street has a porch formed from granite 
columns with a porch room above rebuilt in the late twentieth century. 2 Molesworth 
Street has a gabled porch above a pointed doorway and 1-16 Fernleigh Road includes a 
number of historic glazed porches. The original platform canopy still survives at the 
Betjeman Centre supported by cast iron columns with wrought iron spandrels and one of 
the houses on the northern side of Park Road has an open timberwork veranda with a 
slate roof. 

 

 
Open timber work porch on Park Road 

 

Historic shopfronts  

Throughout the area can be found shopfronts that retain elements of their original 
design including: 6, 10 Molesworth Street (pilasters); 8 Molesworth Street (fascia and 
pilasters); 1 Molesworth Street (canted windows flanking central doorway with wide 
pilasters, fascia and cornice); 3 Molesworth Street (pilasters and three light fan above 
central entrance); 4 Molesworth Street (1950s shopfront with leaded windows);  Noah’s 
Ark, The Platt; Artyfacts, The Platt ( fascia, pilasters, consol brackets, shop windows 
with small paned upper panels); 2 Polmorla Road (windows with small panes); 4 
Polmorla Road (pilasters, fascia, central doorway and glazed door with panels below);  
34 Molesworth Street (fascia, pilasters); 25 Molesworth Street (fascia and cornice);  27 
Molesworth Street (lambs tongue glazing bars, fascia with moulded cornice and corbelled 
brackets); 33 Molesworth Street (lambs tongue glazing bars, cornice); 41 Molesworth 
Street (fascia, six pane windows with lambs tongue glazing bars, corner pilasters); 43 
Molesworth Street (cornice fascia, glazing bars); 44 Molesworth Street (pilasters and 
corbel brackets); 45 Molesworth Street (fascia, brackets, leaded light at top of window); 
53 Molesworth Street (bow shop window); 55 and 57 Molesworth Street (fascia board 
and cornice); former warehouse on the corner of Blackwell Place (dentil cornice) and the 
building on the west side of Cross Street. 

 



Wadebridge Conservation Area Appraisal 2013 59 

 
Historic shopfront on Molesworth Street 

  

Decorative terracotta work  

Many of the buildings throughout this part of the town have terracotta ridge tiles. On 
some of the buildings these tiles are decorative and include examples that are crested 
Polmorla Mews; 7-13, 20-24, The Rectory, Trevanion Road; Greenaway, Hazelmere, 
Trevalsa, Fernleigh Road; 5 Molesworth Street; Noah’s Ark and Artyfacts, The Platt; The 
Spice Store, Trevanson Street; 45, 47 and 49 Molesworth Street. Others are crested and 
pierced 25-28, Oakland, Hillcote, Trevanion Road; 1-5 Gwendrock Villas; Kingarth to 
Glynfield, Fernleigh Road; The Sunday School, Egloshayle Road; 65 and 67 Molesworth 
Street and some include finials the Health Centre; the former chapel, Trevanion Road; 
Belmont House, Trevanion Road; 1 and 2, Elmsleigh, Bossiney, Trevanion Road, 
Springfontein, Mayfield, the terrace of houses south of Penquite, Fernleigh Road; 1-6 
Fernleigh Road; 31, 33 Egloshayle Road; 58, 61,63, 69, 71, 73  Molesworth Street; the 
Police Station and former school, Molesworth Street. 

 

 
Decorative terracotta roofing details on Molesworth Street 

 

Other details 

• Passageways to give access to the rear of terraced housing can be found along the 
late nineteenth century terrace on Guineaport Road.  

• A large entrance arch for carriages is incorporated into the ground floor of 22-26 
Trevanson Street.  

• 7 Molesworth Street which stands at the end of a parade of shops has a curved 
corner, whilst the corners of Artyfacts and 26 Molesworth Street are canted.  
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Canted shop entrance, The Platt 

 

Local and traditional building materials  

Slatestone  

• Nearly all the historic buildings in this part of Wadebridge are constructed from 
slatestone. Even after the arrival of the railway, when brick could be easily imported, 
it was mainly only used for chimneys and for door and window surrounds. The 
majority of the buildings although constructed from slatestone have been rendered, 
but a significant number have untreated stone walls including some of the higher 
status buildings where the stone was laid in courses and blocks, and the industrial 
structures.   

• From the mid nineteenth century onwards most of the slatestone buildings have brick 
dressings. These tend to be red brick including 1-9 Riversdale Place; the former 
warehouse, Polmorla Road; Polmorla Mews; the former chapel, Trevanion Road; the 
former stables, Fairpark Road; Pendennis and Penquite, Fernleigh Road (snecked 
slatestone); 17-21 Fernleigh Road; 9-18 Guineaport Road; 4 Egloshayle Road; 
Duke’s Mead, Egloshayle Road; 1 Malletts Court; the warehouse on the south west 
corner of Trevanson Street; The Spice Store, Trevanson Street; the Congregational 
Chapel, Molesworth Street; 80, 84, 86-92 Molesworth Street; 1 Park Road and the 
late nineteenth century warehouse on Chapel Lane.  

 

 
Riverside Place constructed from slatestone with brick 
dressings which have been subsequently painted 

 

• Other buildings use cream brick for door and window surrounds 1 and 2 Trevanion 
Road; 61, 63, 65, 67, 69, 71, 73, Molesworth Street; the former warehouse on the 
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corner of Blackwell Place, and in some cases quoins such as The Health Centre; and 
stringcourses the Masonic Lodge; the Sunday School, Egloshayle Road (slatestone 
blocks) and the Methodist Chapel, Egloshayle Road (thin slatestone blocks and 
sandstone arch surrounds). Mixtures of cream and red brick form the window and 
door surrounds at 7-13 Trevanion Road; Springfontein and Mayfield, Fernleigh Road, 
1-4 Glencoe Terrace (slatestone blocks) and 1-9 Gill Park Terrace (coursed 
slatestone).  

 

 
Slatestone with cream brick dressings on the former 

warehouse on the corner of Blackwell Place 

• Some buildings are entirely constructed from slatestone such as the former 
warehouse at the east end of Foundry Terrace; Springfield Cottage, Springfield Road; 
the late nineteenth century terrace, Guineaport Road (one house is rendered); the 
building adjacent to 1 Egloshayle Road; Spring Gardens, Gonvena Hill; Rose Cottage, 
Bradford Quay Road; 1-2 Bradford Quay Road; the former workshop, Park Road; 14 
Park Road and Hill House, Park Road.  

• Examples of coursed slatestone buildings can be found at Stable Cottage, Glen Road; 
1 Egloshayle Road; 17 Egloshayle Road and 34 Egloshayle Road (with painted stone 
quoins).  

• A number of slatestone buildings have been subsequently painted such as Wheel 
Cottage, Polmorla Road; 3 Bradford Quay Road; 1-6 Eddystone Terrace; 1-2 
Eddystone Place; 1-10 Trevanson Street; 22-26 Trevanson Street (unpainted on the 
eastern elevation); 27 and 28 Trevanson Street; 44, 46, 80, 82 Molesworth Street 
and 2 Park Road. Others are partially rendered such as Bossiney, Trevanion Road and 
Allen House, Bradford Quay Road.  

 



Wadebridge Conservation Area Appraisal 2013 62 

 
Belmont House, Trevanion Road has cream brick and granite dressings 

 

• Examples of slatestone buildings with granite dressings can be found in this area 
such as Belmont House, Trevanion Road (which also includes cream brick dressings); 
the Betjeman Centre (rusticated, snecked slatestone with granite dressings); the 
Betty Fisher Centre, Southern Way; 2 Molesworth Street (coursed slatestone); the 
Police Station (snecked slatestone) and the former school, Molesworth Street. 

• Some of the later high status buildings include non-local stone in their construction 
including The Town Hall built from slatestone with sandstone dressings; The Rectory, 
which has rendered slatestone walls with sandstone dressings; Greenaway, 
Hazelmere and Trevalsa, 1-5 Gwendrock Villas, Kingarth to Glynfield, the terrace 
south of Penquite all in Fernleigh Road (faced with a non-local sandstone); 14 and 15 
Egloshayle Road (stone façades); 12 Molesworth Street (sandstone) and 26 
Molesworth Street (applied stone facings on the ground floor).   

• Many of the rendered buildings retain historic wall coverings, which include moulded 
definition around the window openings and plat bands. Examples can be found along 
Trevanion Road and Molesworth Street and include the Swan Hotel, The Platt and The 
Molesworth Arms, Molesworth Street. The Manor Court, Gonvena Hill has slatestone 
walls covered in a mixture of stucco, render and paint. Decorative render panels are 
incorporated into the design of Oakland, Hillcote and The Rectory, Trevanion Road 
(which also has panels faced with pebbles, sandstone dressings and a slatestone base 
to the bay windows). 20, 21 and 33 Egloshayle Road and 7 Molesworth Street are 
rendered but the stone quoins, window and door surrounds have been left 
uncovered. The façades of 40, 42, 68 Molesworth Street are rendered, but red brick 
is used to provide detailing. 

• Nearly all the chimneys in this area are brick, but a small number of early stone 
chimneys survive including La Mesa, Trevanion Road, Pridham House and The Elms, 
Molesworth Street. The Betjeman Centre has rusticated slate and granite axial 
chimney stacks. 

Slate 

• Roofing - Slate was used throughout the area as the roofing material of choice and a 
high proportion of the buildings still retain their historic local slate roofs. Good 
examples of rag slate roofs can be found at Manor Court and Spring Gardens, 
Gonvena Hill. Slate is so ubiquitous that it would appear to have been the only 
roofing material historically deployed. However, on some of the earlier surviving 
buildings the positioning of the first floor windows very close to the eaves such as at 
La Mesa, Trevanion Road suggests they might originally have been thatched. Slate 
was used to protect the junction between the roof and walls and examples of these 
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slate verges can be found on The Stables, Fairpark Road and the former warehouse 
at the east end of Foundry Terrace; Slate window cills can be found on the group of 
houses which include 1-2 Eddystone Place and 1-10 Trevanson Street. 

 

 
Slatehanging on Westernlands, Molesworth Street 

 

• Slatehanging – deployed throughout the area, often on exposed elevations. Examples 
include the rear gable of the former chapel, Trevanion Road; the west end elevation 
of 1-9 Riversdale Place; the gable of Oakland, Trevanion Road; the eastern elevation 
of Stable Cottage, Glen Road; the western gable of the Ship Inn, Gonvena Hill; the 
western elevation of 3 Bradford Quay Road; the western elevation of 33 Egloshayle 
Road and the main façades of Pridham House, The Elms and Westernlands, 
Molesworth Street. The slatehung façade of the early nineteenth century warehouse 
on Chapel Lane has been painted. On a number of houses the dormer cheeks are 
slatehung to give added protection from the elements. 

Lead  

Lead is used throughout the area to form junctions between chimneys and roofs 
(flashings). It is also used on the Town Hall to form a fleche (small steeple) and on the 
bay window roofs at 17 Egloshayle Road and 61 and 63 Molesworth Street. 

 

 
Lead roofs to the bay windows on 17 Egloshayle Road 
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Brick 

There are no historic buildings entirely constructed from brick in this area apart from 
The Manor House. Brick tended to be used mainly for dressings, although the façades of 
Tremar and Goonbell, Fernleigh Road are constructed from red brick as is the façade of 
18 Molesworth Street (with stone keystones). The vast majority of buildings in this area 
have brick chimneys. These tend to be red brick, but more decorative examples can be 
found such as the red brick chimneys with cream brick decorative caps – Gill Park 
Terrace; the moulded brick chimneys at 61 and 63 Molesworth Street, and the large 
brick chimneys with rubbed brick mouldings at the former school, Molesworth Street. 

Granite  

Granite is used throughout the area to form quoins and sometimes door and window 
surrounds on the higher status buildings. It is also used for the porch columns on the 
Molesworth Arms and Pridham House, Molesworth Street. 

Iron  

Wrought iron is used on some of the late nineteenth/early twentieth century buildings in 
the area. Its application includes the balconies at 65 Molesworth Street, the ridge above 
the bay windows at The Rectory, Trevanion Road and the ridge above the buttresses on 
the Town Hall.  

Public realm and streetscape (see Figure 3) 

Streets and lanes  

Main Roads - Trevanion Road, Gonvena Hill, the eastern end of Egloshayle Road and 
Molesworth Street are the major roads in this area. Trevanion Road still retains its 
character as the major route into the town from the south. At its northern end the road 
was clearly raised at some point, presumably during the Victorian period, as the earlier 
eighteenth century La Mesa is located below the street level. Gonvena Hill is the 
entrance route into the town from the north, but retains a pastoral feel at its southern 
end due to the shrubs growing on the steep slopes on its eastern side. Egloshayle Road 
has a suburban feel on its northern side, but the new flats on the southern side of the 
road have more the character of a harbourside development. Molesworth Street was 
once the main route out of the town to the west, but has now been converted into a 
partial pedestrian zone. The area now represents an attractive environment for 
shoppers, but unfortunately some of the sense of a street has been lost by the removal 
of the historic pavement. Furthermore the relationship between the tall town houses and 
shops with the street has been altered. 

 

 
Bradford Quay Road has an informal feel 
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• Informal Lanes – There are a number of informal lanes in the area including Hill 
Road, which connects Fernleigh and Trevanion Roads. This lane has a pastoral feel 
with no pavements, and hedges either side.  Bradford Quay Road has an informal feel 
as the houses on the eastern side were constructed in a piecemeal fashion with gaps 
in between and the western side of the road consists of light industrial buildings, 
many of which do not address the street. The eastern side of the road is partly on the 
site of a former quarry and as a result lies within an excavation of the cliff. Trevanson 
Street has a rural feel at its northern end due to the long garden wall on the eastern 
side overgrown with greenery and with shrubs and trees behind. The rest of the 
street has a great sense of enclosure as it is bordered on both sides by cottages and 
the high walls of the carriage entrance to the Molesworth Arms. Polmorla Street is a 
similar mix of intense development at its north eastern end and a much more 
pastoral feel on its south-western approach. Chapel Lane, Park Road and Foundry 
Terrace are all narrow streets bordered by a mix of small industrial and domestic 
buildings. 

 

 
The site of the former Market Hall on The Platt 

 

• The Market Place - The width of The Platt is a reminder of its former incarnation as 
the town’s market place. Due to the low level and informal nature of the buildings on 
its eastern side some of the area’s historic market character still remains. The site of 
the Market House on the corner of The Platt and Molesworth Street is now an open 
paved space with slatestone planters, and a hexagonal open sided shelter with low 
slatestone walls and a slate roof.  

• Suburban Streets - Fernleigh Road has the character of a quiet suburban street, 
flanked by terraced housing set back from the road behind neat front gardens. The 
southern side of Guineaport Road has a similar character, whereas on the northern 
side the land previously part of the railway development is covered in closes of 
modern housing.   

• Alleyways and back lanes - Connectivity in the area is provided by alleyways and 
back lanes. These include the alleyway between Pendennis and Glynfield off Fernleigh 
Road; the service lane, Fernleigh Lane; the lane leading to the former school off 
Egloshayle Road; the alleyway between the rear of the houses on Whiterock Road 
and Brackwell Place. 
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The service lane, Fernleigh Lane 

 

Boundary and gardens walls  

• Mortared slatestone walls are an important feature of the Conservation Area. These 
take a number of forms including tall boundary walls such as outside the Health 
Centre, Trevanion Road (with lumps of quartz as copings and a band of cream brick); 
wall to the north of Tremar, Fernleigh Road (quartz coping and band of cream 
bricks); the boundary walls to the back gardens along Fernleigh Lane; the walls 
bordering the lane leading to the former school off Egloshayle Road; the carriage 
house walls to the Molesworth Arms; the garden wall at the northern end of 
Trevanson Street, the boundary wall to the west of the Police Station and the garden 
walls around Westernlands, Molesworth Street.  

 

 
Slatestone walls with band of cream brick and spar coping stones 
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The slatestone boundary wall to the Police Station 

 

• The boundary walls to the Sunday School and the Methodist Chapel, Egloshayle Road 
are constructed from slatestone blocks.  

• Many of the low garden walls in the area are constructed from mortared slatestone 
rubble including most of the garden walls to the terraced housing on the west side of 
Trevanion Road; the terraces along Fernleigh Road (the walls between Tremar and 
Trevalsa include a band of cream brick); the front gardens along the southern side of 
Guineaport Road, the wall surrounding the Police Station site, Molesworth Street, the 
garden walls to 1-18 Park Place and the wall in front of the Congregational Chapel, 
Molesworth Street. Copings include edge-bedded slatestone and lumps of quartz; an 
air of grandeur is leant to the garden walls of 27, 28 and Springfield, Trevanion Road 
by the addition of a balustrade. The Rectory has a very decorative garden wall 
composed from panels of quartz between applied balusters.   

 

 
The highly decorative Rectory garden walls 

 

• In some cases the original slatestone garden walls have been rendered such as the 
garden wall to Spring Gardens.  

• Mortared slatestone rubble is also used for the retaining walls in the area such as the 
garden wall east of Hill House on the northern side of Polmorla Road; the retaining 
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walls to the houses at the eastern end of Guineaport Road, where the land rises; the 
walls enclosing the gardens of the houses on the northern side of Egloshayle Road; 
the retaining walls to the gardens of 61-73, Molesworth Street (quartz copings) and 
the walls to the former school, Molesworth Street (quartz copings).  

• Above the telephone exchange on Polmorla Road can be glimpsed a retaining 
slatestone wall with a brick pointed arch and castellations, this is most clearly seen 
from Polmarla Road.  

• Throughout the area old boundary walls to former gardens and industrial plots still 
survive, even though the original buildings may have been lost. These are 
constructed from mortared slatestone and include the wall to the south of 1-3 
Bradford Quay Road; the walls enclosing the plot of Malletts Court; walls to the rear 
plots on the northern side of Molesworth Street; the wall to the east of 68 
Molesworth Street and the curving walls either side of the entrance to Chapel Street.  

• The remains of the eighteenth century quay walls still survive at Bradford Quay, 
constructed from slatestone rubble in vertical courses with horizontal slatestone 
piers. 

Gates and gateways  

• Many of the low garden walls throughout the area have stone gate piers with 
pyramidal caps, some of which are constructed from granite. There are also a 
number, including along Fernleigh Road, which have cream brick gate piers.   

• The garden to the south of Hill House has tall stone gate piers at its entrance. 74 
Molesworth Street has tall granite gate piers and cast iron gates.  

• The entrance to the former school on Molesworth Street has granite gateposts with 
pyramidal caps and a cast iron gate. 

 

 
Gate piers to the former school, Molesworth Street 

 

Railings  

• Short cast iron railings outside 20 Trevanion Road. 

• Cast iron railings at the southern end of the former station site. 

• Low cast iron railings on the southern border of the Methodist Chapel, Egloshayle 
Road. 

• Gothic style cast iron railings incorporating pointed arches with quatrefoils bordering 
the former chapel site on Egloshayle Road. 
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• Cast iron railings with fleur de lys finials outside 61 and 63 Molesworth Street. 

 

 
Railings on Trevanion Road 

 

Traditional paving  

• Polmorla Road - granite kerbs. 

• The Platt - granite kerbs. 

• The entrance to Polmorla Mews - granite slabs with cobbles behind. 

• Eastern end of Molesworth Street – thick granite kerbs. 

• Western end of Molesworth Street – granite kerbs. 

 

 
Traditional paving – Polmorla Mews 

 

Steps  

• Flight of stone steps leading to the first floor entrance to the former chapel on 
Trevanion Road. 

• Granite doorsteps, Molesworth Street. 

• Slatestone steps with slate treads – the warehouse on the corner of Blackwell Place 
and Park Road. 
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Bridges  

• Wadebridge Bridge – slatestone rubble with granite dressings, 320 feet long, 
originally 17 arches, now 12 visibly survive, deep cutwaters rise to form refuges 
inside parapets. 

• Road bridge over the Polmorla River- slatestone and granite. 

 

 
Bridge over the Polmorla River 

 

Street ephemera  

• Throughout the town there are cast iron gutters and drain covers, inscribed Oatey 
and Martyn, produced at the town’s foundry. 

 

 
Drain cover made at the Oatey and Martyn foundry 
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• Cast iron signpost, western corner of the junction between the bridge and Gonvena 
Hill.  

• Brass plaque at western end of Wadebridge Bridge commemorates the widening in 
1963. 

• Iron plaque at the eastern end of Wadebridge Bridge - history and the town’s coat of 
arms. 

• Cast iron post box outside 39, Molesworth Street.  

• Projecting signs on cast iron brackets, Molesworth Street – particularly striking 
examples include the Molesworth Arms and The Churchill.  

Greenery and green space (see Figure 3)  

Although this area covers the centre of Wadebridge and is mainly highly developed with 
housing, commercial and industrial buildings, there still remain some significant areas of 
greenery and green open space.  

These areas come in a number of distinct forms: 

• Wild undeveloped land - the southern slopes of Gonvena Hill; the slopes above 
Bradford Quay Road leading to Gonvena House; the marshland and fields adjacent to 
the river on its southern side; the slopes behind the former quarry on Polmorla Road 
and the land either side of the former quay on the Polmorla River.  

• Surviving hedge rows - the eastern side of Trevanion Road where the modern houses 
including Polwhele are hidden behind hedges and trees and the south western end of 
Polmorla Road. 

 

 
Surviving hedgerows on Trevanion Road 

 

• The gardens to large detached and semi-detached houses (often include mature trees 
which make an important contribution to the streetscape) – Gonvena House; Spring 
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Gardens; 68 Molesworth Street; 1-2 Trevanion Road; The Elms and Pridham House, 
Molesworth Street and Westernlands. 

• Front gardens (which range from long plots with shrubs and trees, to small areas 
accommodating plants, pots or tiny squares of grass) – 14-23 Egloshayle Road; 1-8 
Park Place; the western side of Trevanion Road; gardens either side of Fernleigh 
Road (including a stand of mature trees at the junction between Fernleigh Road and 
Guineaport Road); southern side of Guineaport; 61-73 Molesworth Street; former 
playground to school, Molesworth Street, 80-92 Molesworth Street and 1-5 Clarence 
Terrace. 

• Gardens between developments – between Allen House and Bureau House and the 
small orchard between terraces on Guineaport Road. 

 

 
Garden plot Guineaport Road 

 

• Public open spaces – the communal garden at the north eastern corner of the bridge 
and the small green triangle of land at the junction between Fernleigh and Jubilee 
Roads.   

• Green settings to public buildings – lawns in front of the former Congregational 
Chapel, Molesworth Street, front lawns to the health centre, Trevanion Road and the 
green lawns in front of the Masonic Lodge.  

Loss, intrusion and damage  

Loss, historic  

• Three cottages on the site of the post office, The Platt, demolished circa 1910. 

• The Market House, The Platt – included on the 1880s O.S. map, replaced by a latrine 
on the 1907 O.S. map – and now an open space. 

• Many of the quay buildings and warehouses. 

• The railway and some of its associated buildings.  

• Former chapel on Egloshayle Road – the site now contains a block of flats. 

• Row of cottages set at a 45 degree angle to the road and a house directly addressing 
the street to the north of the Congregational Chapel, Molesworth Street – now the 
site of a garage. 

• Most of the foundry buildings and the Oatey’s town house were demolished and 
replaced by the modern arcade and flats.  
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Loss, modern  

• Many of the historic sash and casement windows have been replaced with versions in 
inappropriate materials and of poor design. This is a particular problem on the 
prominent buildings in Molesworth Street.  

• A number of houses, particularly the late nineteenth/early twentieth century terraces, 
have had poorly designed dormer windows added, some of which are over-scale. 

• A few low front garden walls have been demolished to provide off-street parking 
leading to gaps in the streetscape.  

 

 
The loss of front garden walls results in gaps in the streetscape 

 

Intrusion  

• The street lighting along Molesworth Street as far as the Police Station is 
sympathetically designed and carefully sited whereas after this point it becomes 
utilitarian and over-scale. This is true of the lighting elsewhere in the historic core 
e.g. outside the health centre and the Methodist Chapel on Egloshayle Road. 

 

 
Prominent, utilitarian street lighting on Molesworth Street 

 

• Prominent flat roofed garage in the front garden of 20 Egloshayle Road. 

• The modern garage complex on the corner of Molesworth Street and Goldsworthy 
Way is set back from the road without a proper boundary wall leading to a lack of 
definition and an uneasy gap in the streetscape. 
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• A number of historic buildings have prominently displayed satellite dishes. 

Damage   

• The modern houses between Manor House and Bridge House are set back from the 
building line leading to a gap in the streetscape.  

• Some historic slatestone garden walls have been rendered. 

• A number of former historic shops have poor quality modern shopfronts of 
inappropriate materials and design either replacing the original shopfront or 
obscuring the historic features. 

• The relationship between the historic buildings and the street has been altered due to 
the pedestrianisation of Molesworth Street (see above). 

• The application of modern wall coatings has resulted in the loss of historic detailing 
on a number of buildings. 

Neutral Areas (see Figure 3) 

• The seating area to the south of 7 Molesworth Street is very open to the busy road 
junction it abuts. 

• The junction between Fernleigh Road and Jubilee Road lacks definition and 
boundaries.  

General condition and Buildings at Risk  

The buildings in this area are generally in good condition and well maintained. However, 
the former warehouse subsequently shop & showroom, 6 Egloshayle Road is currently 
boarded-up. 

 

 
6 Egloshayle Road is currently boarded-up 
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9 Problems and pressures 

Wadebridge is a town of great historic and landscape value. Its attractive riverside 
setting and good survival of historic buildings all add to the overall quality of the 
environment. This quality could be further enhanced and appreciated if some of the 
following problems and pressures could be addressed. 

Buildings 

The historic character of Wadebridge (in common with so many other communities) is at 
risk from inappropriate repairs, replacements and extensions. These conservation issues 
include: 

• The loss of historic windows and doors and their subsequent non traditional 
replacement.  

 

 
Modern replacement windows on Molesworth Street 

 

• The loss of decorative wall treatments such as window surrounds, plat bands and 
historic plasterwork to modern wall coatings. 

• The painting of natural stone, brick and slatehanging. 

• The replacement of original slatehanging with non-local or man made slate.  

• The loss of decorative features such as carved bargeboards, roof finials and 
keystones. 

• The replacement of existing local slate roofs with substitute materials. 

• The insertion of modern over-scale rooflights and dormer windows on the visible 
slopes of historic roofs. 

• The replacing or obscuring of historic shopfronts with over-scale modern designs in 
inappropriate materials.  

• The insertion of modern extensions onto the façades of historic buildings.  

• The obtrusive placing of satellite dishes on historic façades. 
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Obtrusive satellite dishes, Egloshayle Road 

Development 

There has been some new development in the town that has been carefully designed 
and planned in order to fit in with and complement the surrounding historic fabric. 
However, too often new buildings have been constructed from non-local materials and to 
designs which bear no relation to their locale. In many instances new development has 
been set back from the streetline preventing it from blending into its surroundings and 
resulting in a lost sense of enclosure.  

Public Realm 

There are areas throughout the town where the treatment of the public realm does not 
reflect the quality of the surrounding historic environment. Areas of concern include: 

• Street lighting which in places is of poor design, over scale and insensitively 
positioned. 

• Abundant overhead cables which are often sited with little regard to the surrounding 
historic fabric. 

• Signage clutter – this relates to both commercial and street signs. 

• A number of historic garden and boundary walls have been demolished to provide off 
street parking spaces. 

 

 
Over-scale, insensitively positioned streetlight Egloshayle Road 
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Designations 

At present the Conservation Area does not include the historic buildings associated with 
the railway development from the mid nineteenth century. This includes a number of 
significant late nineteenth and early twentieth century terraces, in addition to the early 
nineteenth century chapel on Trevanion Road and the surviving railway buildings. 

There are a number of historic buildings of notable architectural merit which could be 
considered for Listing: 

• The Sunday School, Egloshayle Road 

• The Methodist Chapel, Egloshayle Road 

• The Swan Hotel, The Platt 

• The Town Hall, The Platt 

• 14 and 16 Molesworth Street 

 

 
The Swan Hotel should be considered for Listing 
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10 Recommendations 

Buildings 

• Windows and doors in buildings in sensitive and highly visible locations should be of 
traditional materials and design. Historic windows and doors should be repaired 
where possible or replaced to match originals.  

• Due to its historic importance and key position within the heart of the town 
consideration should be given to serving an Article 4(2) direction to protect the 
historic windows along Molesworth Street. 

• Wall coatings should be avoided on buildings with decorative wall treatments and 
paint should not be applied to buildings with natural stone walls or to slatehanging.  

• Decorative features such as bargeboards should be preserved where possible or a 
like for like replacement made where repair is not possible. 

• Local slate roofs and slatehung elevations should be retained and repaired with slate 
to match. 

• The insertion of further dormer windows and rooflights should be limited and confined 
to rear and less visible roof slopes.  

• Historic shopfronts should be preserved and shopkeepers should be encouraged to 
reveal historic features which still survive beneath modern insertions. Commercial 
signage should reflect in its scale, materials, colour and siting the sensitive nature of 
its surrounding historic environment. Fluorescent, plastic or Perspex signs should be 
avoided. 

• Extensions should not be added to the facades of historic buildings, but should be 
confined to less visible elevations. 

• Satellite dishes should not be fixed to the highly visible facades of historic buildings. 

Development 

Further development within the Conservation Area should be limited in extent and, 
where necessary, fully integrated into the historic topography and settlement form. New 
buildings should be sited with reference to their surroundings, either to cause minimum 
impact on the surrounding landscape or to reflect existing historic street patterns, and 
be of appropriate design, materials and scale.  

Public Realm 

• Street lighting should be designed to reflect the character of its surroundings. The 
design of the lighting should be sympathetic to the different character areas and 
should be sensitively sited. 

• Overhead cables should be appropriately sited in order to impact less on the 
surrounding historic and natural environment. 

• Reassess the current street signage to ensure any redundant or over-scale signs are 
removed. New signage should be restricted to the minimum necessary, of good 
quality materials and design, and should be sited sympathetically to the historic 
environment.  

• Historic boundary and garden walls should be retained. Any off-street parking places 
should be designed to preserve the streetline and to reflect the quality of the 
surrounding environment.  
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• Consideration should be given to serving an Article 4(2) direction to prevent the 
further demolition of the historic front garden walls along Egloshayle Road. 

Designations 

Consideration should be given to extending the Conservation Area boundary to include 
the late nineteenth/early twentieth century development along Trevanion Road, 
Fernleigh Road and Guineaport Road.  

The following buildings should be considered for Listing: 

• The Sunday School, Egloshayle Road 

• The Methodist Chapel, Egloshayle Road 

• The Swan Hotel, The Platt 

• The Town Hall, The Platt 

• 14 and 16 Molesworth Street 

Opportunities for enhancement 

• Some of the public open spaces within the town such as the small green at the 
eastern end of the bridge and the area at the junction of Fernleigh Road would 
benefit from a landscaping scheme.  

• Consideration could be given to ‘greening-up’ Molesworth Street with planters and 
possibly trees. 
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