
4.0 APPRAISAL OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
 

4.1  Character Areas                                                           
 

Botallack 
The history and site of Botallack Manor is critical to an understanding of the history and 
development of the area. It stands at the gateway between the village and the Botallack 
mines, which underlay the wealth of the manor, and were the reason for the village’s 
growth.  The mines are clearly visible from the manor, which significantly stands on raised 
ground above the valley to the south. 
Botallack Manor House remains the single most important building in the area (listed II*).  
Dated 1665, it may well be earlier in some parts and, indeed, is shown on 19th century 
maps as larger – there are still 17th century moulded archway stones to be found in the 
abandoned cottage enclosure south of the manor house.  The adjoining long range to the 
north also has 17th century origins.  The complex stands in a yard bounded by a well built 
wall of dressed stone that forms a strong line along the road.  The later detached farm 
buildings slightly to the east are a good quality 18th/19th century group, and the whole 
collection points to the high early status of the site, but also to its relative decline from 
‘manorial’ centre to just one of the many Boscawen holdings in the area from the early 19th 
century. 
To the south of Botallack Manor the village stretches away down the hill.  On the skyline to 
the south is St Just, particularly prominent are the large Methodist chapel and the Church, 
and there is an optical illusion of Botallack and St Just having no countryside between 
them, perhaps symbolic of their historical relationship. 
10 Botallack, recently refurbished following a long period of neglect, is particularly 
important in terms of its position, which is highly visible in the Conservation Area, at a key 
junction and the top of the hill.  It also has intrinsic historic interest, a relatively little altered 
(facade) early 19th century cottage, in its own distinct enclosure - typical feature of several 
of the early cottages in Botallack.  

10 Botallack, recently refurbished with side and rear extensions and a detached garage, 
but still an important, and prominent, property within the Conservation Area 
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The main street below this consists mostly of serried ranks of little-altered granite walled 
and slate roofed cottages gable end to the road.  Although the street contains many 
bungalows, they do not intrude into the scene or dominate its historic character.  The 
cottages, often in rows or pairs, contribute to one of the most distinctive streetscapes in 
Cornwall.  The road is lined with Cornish hedges and granite walls and, even where new 
building has occurred, this has mostly been within the lines of pre-existing enclosures. 
There are interesting features, including some steps up onto one of the hedges – it was 
once common practice to use their tops as footpaths. 

Old stone steps leading onto a wall in the centre of Botallack is an important feature in the 
streetscape, and one that adds interest between two 20th century uninteresting properties  
 
The small terraces in the centre of Botallack, in between the chapel and the pub, display 
later characteristics to other cottages nearby, such as greater height, brick chimney stacks, 
very regular fenestration and the greater size of the cottages and their garden plots.  
With the single exception of the mid 19th century 24-25 Botallack, and the late 19th century 
cottage 12 Botallack, all these cottages face roughly south, an orientation which may owe 
as much to the narrow east-west lode back waste dumps on which many of them were 
built as to any respect of prevailing weather conditions. 
Although there may have been other non-residential buildings serving the community, only 
two survive. The Methodist Chapel, built about 1860, is a small, plain box with a typically 
detailed small porch added to the front about 1900; it is now in domestic use.  The listed 
Queen’s Arms is a fine ashlar fronted building displaying the notable lingering neo-
classical/late Regency taste of much of West Cornwall; the car park to the north has 
fragmentary remains (gable walls) of outbuildings to the inn, and former cottages or 
lodgings. 
To the west, Botallack Lane is more remote and less ‘villagey’ in character, notwithstanding 
the row of bungalows on its southern side which, for the most part, have the good grace to 
sit down low behind their Cornish hedges and be hardly visible to the wider view.  At the 
bottom of the rough lane, which is rich in textural interest, are three cottages of particular 
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note (actually cottages with attached stables or byres), having originally been 
smallholdings on the moor.  These have a separate identity and a close relationship with 
the wider landscape. 
On the east side of the old main street, it is difficult to disentangle the remains of Botallack 
Farm/Cararrack from the miners’ cottages. Certainly one field barn survives, but is only 
mid-late 19th century in date, and although there are cottages, they may be adapted from 
miners' dwellings – the main farm complex may however never have had a mining 
connection.  The lane past the farm remains roughly surfaced with an air of intimacy and 
seclusion. 
 

The mid 19th century former farm cottages to Botallack farm (left) and the barn (right) stand 
as remnants to the former farm that occupies the centre of Botallack. These buildings 
make a substantial contribution to the special character of the conservation area.  
 
The lane to Botallack Manor that forms the northern boundary to the village is developed 
on its southern side only, the field to the north being host to at least two mine shafts, 
distinctive features with their round granite walls (part of the long lode-back dump on which 
Creswell Terrace was built).  The south side is primarily of interest for its two rows of 
cottages, apart from some later bungalows, one of which, while not very old, appears to 
have been abandoned and the site of which is something of an eyesore.  Numbers 2 & 3 
Botallack are very good examples of early cottages, as are found elsewhere in the village, 
with large stacks, good linneys, and floor levels below the road surface level (suggesting 
an earlier date than the road improvements of c.1830). Outbuildings associated with these 
cottages vary from a possible crow; a small shed to a barn; there is evidence that some of 
these outbuildings may be former cottages. 
The row to the west of these is also ‘reverse-fronted’, with backs to the road and fronts 
facing onto the wonderfully green area at the heart of Botallack.  It is a shame that this 
area has already been encroached upon on by one modern house.  Although there has 
been some breaking down of the rear boundaries here, it is not severe and, in any case, 
this has always been an access lane with vehicles and outbuildings – an atmosphere that 
it retains today. 
Further east, at the extremity of the village, Cresswell Terrace stands remote and difficult 
to access.  The Row is built on the very back of an old lode – dumps and shafts carry the 
line on to both east and west. The whole row is an outstanding example of that strange 
local phenomenon of the mix of urban form (long terraces or rows) but made up of a 
relatively early rural type of individual cottage. All are related in height, material and overall 
character, built to a uniform frontage with uniform plot lengths, but consisting of individual 
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cottages of varying widths, and with varying elevation details. The Terrace is one of the 
features of Botallack, set back behind the unusually generous front garden plots, in 
themselves probably a sign of a relatively early date (i.e. at a time when miners still 
expected a plot to grow potatoes and keep a pig or two). 
To the east of the turnpike road, and standing very much apart from either Botallack or 
Truthwall are the two grand houses built about 1900 for the mine manager and purser at 
Botallack, and set in their own enclosure. Prominent in the landscape, and of interesting 
designs in themselves, they show little relationship to the vernacular of the area, and 
speak instead of the wealth of Botallack Mine in the early 20th century. 
 

The two early 20th century houses to the east of Botallack are best viewed from a distance, 
their loose Arts and Crafts design with large roofs with impressive chimney stacks, and 
curved central windows adding to their character, although on close inspection they have 
undergone some less pleasing alterations.  
 
Truthwall 
Truthwall has now almost completely reverted to the small farming hamlet it was before the 
19th century.  Remains of the mining industry are fragmentary and overgrown, with limited 
immediate impact on the settlement, although the buildings at Wheal Owles (the engine 
house, counthouse, smithy and stables), which form part of the setting to the Conservation 
Area, are important monuments in their own right, and are prominent landscape features.  
Truthwall Manor stands on the west side of the road at the southern entrance to Truthwall, 
set back behind a green bund.  It is a 17th/18th century plain, but well proportioned, building 
with what is given in the list description as a later 18th century addition to the north, but 
may actually be the earliest part of the building. All the farm buildings adjacent to it are 
later 19th century - a converted stable block and the central stone gabled range.  
They make an extremely prominent group, and those facing the main green have a robust 
utilitarian quality of their own not out of place in the area. These later farm buildings also 
have some historical interest, as various farmers in the 20th century have used the 
buildings to run small businesses, such as a coal merchants and a smithy. 
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Truthwall Farm, on the east side of the road, is also centred on a good 18th/early 19th 
century house, and has an exceptionally interesting group of extant, now converted farm 
buildings. These are as old as the house in origin, and show some signs of adaptation for 
domestic use, probably in the mid 19th century.  
Conversion of most barns to domestic use has already taken place. A small barn which 
had formerly been part of a row on the north side of Truthwall Lane has been converted 
and extended as part of the Trevaylor camping site complex, on which are to be found the 
only other new buildings in the village. Trevaylor is of particular interest in that the original 
medieval field system has been preserved almost totally intact, with caravans and tents 
hardly intruding at all between the fields, well-defined with Cornish hedges. 
Truthwall has lost most of its buildings (and that includes most of the cottage rows) 
associated with its main industrial phase in the mid-19th century, the last of them due to the 
re-alignment of the main road. In amongst the surviving buildings, there are traces of the 
lost cottages – the 1960s house by  Truthwall Manor Farm (Trelissick Cottage), still 
incorporates the remains of a granite-built row behind the smooth rendered façade, while 
in the gardens of the bungalow on the west side of the green are traces of old doorways 
and windows.   
 

Largely rebuilt in the second part of the 20th century the right hand end gable wall gives 
away an earlier origin of this dwelling (probably once a row of cottages or outbuildings). It 
occupies a site in the earliest core of the settlement at Truthwall Manor Farm 
 
Of the older cottages, the short row in Truthwall Lane is a good example of the local type. 
Here, there is a larger house with some pretensions to classical propriety, with details and 
stonework treated differently from the smaller cottages attached. This probably is an early 
row, perhaps built before the turnpike had shifted the main route to Truthwall to the south. 
The variation in cottage types in the row may reflect the organisation of miners into ‘pares’, 
gangs or co-operatives of miners who bid together for work under the Tribute system. 
Now the row stands in a secluded position, apart from the rest of the village, and the 
cottages sit behind well planted gardens with strong granite boundary walls to the front. 
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The re-alignment of the road in the 1960's changed the setting of the heart of the village, 
giving it its own ‘village green’.  Behind this Truthwall Terrace draws the eye on up the hill 
towards Botallack. Truthwall Terrace is the result of the re-investment in Botallack mine in 
the early 20th century. It displays the typical predilection of this time for rough dressed 
facing stone, and a regularity of fenestration rare in the area – it is, in fact a true terrace, 
and not a row of disparate cottages such as is locally typical. 
A single early 19th century cottage pair (Pengale and Truthwall Cottage) survives in 
Truthwall, south of Truthwall Terrace, which may have been a shop or workshop.   

Pengale and Truthwall Cottage stand as early 19th century development within the 
settlement. Their current relationship to the 20th century 'village green', hides their once 
end on to the turnpiked road.    
 

4.2  Surviving Historic Fabric 
 

Pre-industrial/early industrial 
Although hut circles were recorded at Botallack in the 18th century there is no evidence 
surviving on the ground. However, both Botallack and Truthwall are ancient settlements; 
the most important medieval remains are the fossilised field system in Truthwall, and the 
hedge/lane dividing the two manors of Botallack and Truthwall, although since this was 
also a mining sett boundary, it may well have been rebuilt in more recent times. 
There are surviving 17th and early 18th century domestic and agricultural buildings at 
Botallack Manor, Truthwall Manor Farm and Truthwall Farm.  Although basically 
agricultural groups, some of these building may have had an indirect or even direct 
relationship to the early mining in the area. 
The ruined buildings in and around Botallack Farm and the Queen’s Arms may be remains 
of the pre-industrial Cararrack Tenement, and the pattern of small enclosures and fields in 
which many of the 19th century cottages in Botallack were built preserves part of an earlier 
agricultural landscape into which the cottages and their garden plots were inserted. 
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Fragmentary remains of former buildings survive in the walls to the car park of the Queen's 
Arms 
 
The earliest phase of industrial impact in the late 18th /early 19th century is difficult to 
distinguish from any purely pre-industrial activity, although the ruined cottage just south of 
Botallack Manor, and some archaic features in cottages in this northern part of the village 
suggest 18th century expansion away from the Manor Farm site. The Queen’s Arms is 
given as 18th century in the list description, but is probably early 19th century. 
In Truthwall, the surviving buildings north of Truthwall Farm are 18th century in origin, and 
show signs of having had both farming and domestic use and may show the first phase of 
increased population in the settlement and the response to it - the proximity of the largely 
rebuilt row north of Truthwall Manor Farm to the Manor House itself suggests a similar 
process. As with Botallack in the 16th /17th century it may be that the first new wave of 
miners into the area were put in lodgings rather than individual cottages. 
 

Industrial 
The mining history in the area suggests an important first phase already in decline from 
the late 18th century until well into the 1820's, and which was probably contained by 
relatively small expansion of the number of cottages and houses. There followed a sudden 
and lasting expansion from 1835 onwards.  There are substantial remains from this period 
- notably Creswell Terrace. Truthwall Lane row is of the same general period - the many 
other contemporary rows in Truthwall have now gone. 
The central area of Botallack saw most of the mid-late 19th century alteration of the 
settlement, with the surviving rows inserted into older smallholding enclosures, and the 
provision of a small Methodist Chapel.  There are some ruinous or derelict buildings and 
fragmentary remains in and around Botallack pointing to a partial decline in the late 19th - 
early 20th century.  Truthwall shows nothing but a decline in size and fortunes throughout 
the mid-late 19th century right up to the mid 20th century, apart from the unusual interlude 
when Botallack Mine was being re-investigated 1906-14, resulting in Truthwall Terrace, 
and the two large houses to the north (east of the main road) now such dominant features 
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of the hamlet and indeed the wider landscape.  There are traces of garden walls of lost 
rows, and the outbuildings around Truthwall Farm are in a derelict condition reflecting this 
continuing decline. 

Rows of cottages were inserted into former smallholding enclosures, often at right angles 
to the lane, such as here at 13-15 Botallack Village 
 

4.3  Architecture, Geology & Building Materials 
 
Historic buildings in the area are without exception built of granite, originally all with slate 
roofs - there is no surviving evidence of thatching. Many roofs have been replaced with 
artificial slate, although some original wet laid slate roofs survive on cottages, and more 
notably on the barns and outbuildings where weather proofing and re-roofing has been 
considered less of a priority. Creswell Terrace retains an important series of slate roofs.   
 

The survival of traditional wet laid natural slate is important to the special character and 
appearance of the Conservation Area.  Creswell Terrace (left) retains several examples, as 
does the notable group of farm buildings at Botallack Manor (right), albeit in need of repair   
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There is some variation over both date and status in the way the granite is cut and used, a 
notable feature being the use on 18th/early 19th century cottages of large, dressed 
rectangular blocks on the main elevations, with rubble to sides and rear. This practice 
continued into the mid-19th century on the higher status cottages, although rubble stone 
(with red brick stacks) became more typical for ordinary cottages.  The Queen’s Arms is 
exceptional in the use of ashlar stone work, which has a much lighter, brown colour, and 
may be a completely different stone from the native outcrops.  The early 20th century 
Truthwall Terrace, and the porch added to the chapel in Botallack, both have rock-faced 
granite typical of the date, although the two large houses built in the early 1900's for 
Botallack are rendered.  Nearly all recent (i.e. 20th century) buildings are rendered block 
work (the farm buildings with corrugated roofing materials), although there has been some 
recent stone facing, for instance in the new buildings on the Truthwall Caravan and 
Camping Park. 
Botallack has a good group of early cottages, with features like stone stacks being much 
more common here than in any of the other settlements in the St Just Mining Area, except 
St Just itself.  The surviving pattern of hedges and old enclosures give the village a unique 
character, reinforced by small details such as the flight of steps onto a hedge in the village 
centre.  
Largely because of 20th century road works, Truthwall has few consistently recurring local 
details to distinguish it from other neighbouring settlements. 
 

4.4  Spaces, Views & Vistas 
 
Both Botallack and Truthwall as old pre-industrial settlements lie slightly further west onto 
the coastal plain than many of the mining settlements in the area, and they have relatively 
little impact on distant views across the plain, or from up on the moors. Creswell Terrace, 
occupying a relatively elevated and exposed position, is visible from the south (from Carn 
Bosavern for instance) and does make more than a local impact. From the immediate 
locality, the Terrace is even more striking, as much for its deep swathe of mature gardens 
along the road, and the line of shafts and mine dumps in line with it as for the cottage row 
itself.  
Just as Creswell Terrace addresses and was partly made possible by the Turnpike, the 
new roads opened up previously closed vistas, such as that from the south of Truthwall 
towards St Just, or looking south along the village street in Botallack focusing on St Just 
church tower. Indeed, the new road created an equally important approach to Botallack 
Manor and the mines, and probably stimulated development of cottages alongside in what 
had previously been simple agricultural enclosures.  The serried gable ends of these 
cottages form an important feature of the village. The old pattern of Botallack, of cottages 
lining the lanes, and with open enclosures between is still clear although under great 
pressure from modern infill development. 
The main spatial and visual character of Truthwall is now the green, a creation entirely of 
1960's road improvements, not unpleasant in itself, and not unlike the early greens in 
nearby Carnyorth. 
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St Just is an important feature in the landscape of Botallack and Truthwall. Seen here as 
the backdrop in views south through Botallack (left) and from the southern edge of 
Truthwall (right) 
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