
3.0 HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT  
 

3.1  The History of Trewellard 
 

The narrow, level tract of land between the higher granite moorland of West Penwith and the 
steep coastal cliffs consists of ancient farmland interspersed with blocks of what was formerly 
unenclosed common grazing, heath and moor.  
In sheltered spots between these lower commons and the steep coastal slopes, are ancient 
settlements (Pendeen Manor, Lower Boscaswell, Trewellard Manor, Botallack Manor) set in a 
landscape of scattered farmsteads, hamlets and small field systems, lying amongst the 
extensive open wastes and commons and linked by lanes and tracks running parallel to the 
later main road. 
Farming and tin mining have been of equal importance in and around Trewellard from at least 
the 16th century, together with fishing from the small local coves.  The surrounding area is one 
of the oldest continuously worked mining areas in Cornwall – the cliffs have indeed been 
worked since antiquity, while Trewellard Hill was renowned as one of the great mining areas of 
16th, 17th and 18th century Cornwall. The real boom locally began in the 1820s with rich returns 
from Levant Mine (employing 500 people by 1830).  
Other local mines which had been important in creating settlement around Trewellard in the 
early years, such as East Levant and Spearn, were gradually absorbed into the big, famous 
three that dominate the area, Botallack, Levant and Geevor. Despite the decline in mining in the 
early 20th century, the last of these only finally closed, after massive reinvestment and much re-
working of old waste dumps in the local landscape, in the 1990s.  
Agriculture expanded and intensified locally at the same time – partly as smallholdings were 
created for the part-time miners to supplement income and diet, but also as the larger farms, 
Trewellard Manor Farm in particular, increased in size and levels of production – this was never 
a purely industrial settlement area. 

 
Looking north westwards over Trewellard Manor Farm group. These buildings probably always 
had  agricultural origins and remain slightly detached from the main village 
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Settlement 
Documentary records refer to the late medieval manor at Lower Trewellard; the remains of the 
16th century manor house were pulled down in the late 19th century.  This was the only 
settlement in the area even as late as the first Ordnance Survey maps of 1809, apart from one 
or two scattered cottages, of which Higher Carnyorth Farm is one of the few survivors. 
The 18th and early-mid 19th century mining boom created new settlements.  The old centre at 
Lower Trewellard, to be sure, saw a great amount of infilling and increased density to meet the 
new population demands, but new developments outside the old manorial hamlet also took 
place on the slopes of Trewellard Hill.  The scatter of cottages and smallholdings around Jubilee 
Place may date back to the 18th century.  Built on top of and within both old dumps and 
contemporary mine workings, there is a similar, only slightly later scatter of cottages, pairs and 
short rows to the south in the area historically known as Hillside, (associated with Wheal Bal – 
one of the main 16th - early 19th century mines). 
At the same time as the dispersed cottages and rows were being built on the hillside, the road 
along the foot of the slopes (the B3306) was improved and straightened and this may in itself 
have been a major spur to development at the crossroads at Trewellard Cross.  By the early 
19th century, a recognisable, densely built-up village had formed here, very different to the 
scattered cottages. 

A pair of early 19th century cottages, typical of the character found in Jubilee Place and Hillside. 
The one on the left displaying slightly earlier characteristics than the one on the right.   
 
Apart from occasional infill, mainly with isolated bungalows in Lower Trewellard and the old 
scattered cottage area of Hillside and Jubilee Place, late 20th century developments were 
concentrated along Trewellard Hill, with considerable housing development within the village 
‘envelope’, and largely on old mine waste, or else to the west on the site of the old East Levant 
Mine.  The main extensions to the village were to the south, on the road to Carnyorth, with the 
building of the industrial estate and the Parc-an-Yorth housing estate.  To the north, the old 
Wethered Shaft complex was developed as a museum, while the main mine at Geevor was still 
in operation.  This museum function has since been transferred to the main site. 
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3.2  Physical Development 
 
Pre-19th century 
The 1809 OS survey drawings show Trewellard (present Lower Trewellard) as one of the 
largest settlements in the area, with other settlements at Nineveh and on the site of Spearn 
Mine.  No settlement is shown at Trewellard Cross, although there were probable mine 
buildings at Laws Engine Shaft site.  Trewellard Hill Farm is shown, and there were extensive 
mine workings and buildings at the Wheal Carne and Wheal Bal sites east of the main road and 
north of Trewellard Hill - some of which may of course have included domestic properties, 
particularly the scattered smallholdings of Jubilee Place.  At this stage, the main local centres of 
population were clearly (Lower) Trewellard and Carnyorth, the latter a separate conservation 
area to the south.  

 
Buildings associated with Wheal Bal are important to the history and development of the 
settlement. The small barn was once an engine house, all are in a fragile or ruinous condition. 

 
Industrial 
The four sub-areas of Trewellard responded differently to the industrial boom of the early 19th 
century, reflecting different landownership, management and physical influences. 
 
Lower Trewellard 
Here was an established, well-defined townplace, and although there are signs that it had 
increased slightly in size by the time of the 1841 Tithe Map, the new cottages, rows, 
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outbuildings, and probably agricultural buildings, had to be fitted into the manorial complex - any 
land held by the cottagers must have been detached and scattered amongst the fields.  
Cottages and farm buildings seem to have been cheek-by-jowl, and their use possibly even 
interchangeable over time. 
 
Trewellard Cross 
By 1841, a completely new nucleation had formed at Trewellard Cross, where, although 
certainly not the earliest building, the earliest datable evidence is the 1833 date on the chapel.  
The road was improved at some time between 1809 and 1841, with new cuttings and routes 
being created, and this may in itself have been a major spur to development at this crossroads 
site. In this area, new housing, pubs, shops and a chapel developed along the main road 
frontages, originally with at least one smithy (behind the chapel), but otherwise with little direct 
physical relationship to the mining.  It is unlikely that the cottagers here had any direct 
involvement in farming, and many of them may not have been miners either, this area becoming 
the service centre for the local population.  The rows here continued to be built and extended in 
the 1857-80 period, and the service elements (shops, pubs etc.) still adapted and altered well 
into the early 20th century. 
 
Hillside 
Slightly to the north of the cross-roads is the contrasting area shown on later maps as Hillside, 
which took a different form, with a scatter of cottages, pairs and short rows developed on an 
extensive area of old dumps and lode-back works.  What is clearly shown on the 1809 map is 
the extent of mine working in and around the Hillside area, and although much of this was 
probably finished before the existing buildings were erected (certainly those built in the later 19th 
century), some mining at East Levant at least continued cheek by jowl with the settlement until 
the late 19th century.  Houses and other buildings in this area (the Bible Christian Chapel) were 
still being built in the 1860s and 1870s. 
 
Jubilee Place/Wethered Shaft 
This is another scatter of cottages and smallholdings built on top of and within both old dumps 
and contemporary mine workings, which is probably earlier than much of the Hillside area, and 
may date back to the 18th century.  It is perhaps related to the small pre-industrial hamlets that 
developed into Crescent Place and North Row in Pendeen (see Pendeen Conservation Area 
Appraisal), although there was a distinct boundary between mine setts and landownership at 
Trewellard Villa/Pendeen Villa, where the current boundary between the two villages still exists.  
With the exception of the addition of the Old Manse between 1857 and 1880, there was virtually 
no building in this area after 1841, until the post-industrial period. Settlement is shown in the 
area to the north of Wethered Shaft on the 1809 map, and survived until at least the 1840s, but 
all evidence has been swept away by mine working.  Some apparently agricultural detached 
buildings in the coastal plain are probable remnants of miners’ smallholdings not fully 
abandoned until the mid 20th century. 
 
Early 20th century 
The 1908 OS map shows that there had been a period of stagnation, or retrenchment, in all the 
Trewellard hamlets; all the mines in the immediate vicinity were closed.  However, the renewed 
investment in local mines in the early 20th century, and through to the post-war period, meant 
that there was something of a revival in the settlements, and especially in Trewellard Cross - 
notably the Sunday School (1908), expansion and remodelling of the Trewellard Arms Hotel, the 
Hall of 1927 (paid for by the local mining lords, and clearly industrial in its associations), Geevor 
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Cottages on Trewellard Hill (1940s), and the associated Geevor House (the mine manager’s 
house) and even a couple of bungalows on the road to Pendeen. 

 

Geevor Cottages stand as evidence in a resurgance in mining in the first part of the 20th 
century. They follow the grain of settlement pattern and are important to the history and 
development of Trewellard 
 

Post Industrial 
Again the different hamlets of Trewellard underwent slightly different processes of change. 
Given the long continuation of the mining industry in the area, up to 1986, the post-industrial 
period at Trewellard is really quite recent, although much of the new housing is unrelated to 
mining, since the actual numbers employed in mining in the area fell steadily throughout the 20th 
century.  Apart from occasional infill, mainly with isolated bungalows in the old scattered cottage 
area of Hillside and Jubilee Place, late 20th  century developments have been concentrated 
along Trewellard Hill, with considerable housing development within the village ‘envelope’, and 
largely on old mine waste, or on the site of the old mine at East Levant Mine.  The main 
extensions to the envelope of the village were to the south, on the road to Carnyorth, with the 
building of the Industrial estate and the Parc-an-Yorth housing estate, and the development of 
the old Wethered Shaft complex of mine buildings at the entrance to the Geevor Mine complex 
as a museum while the main mine at Geevor was still in operation.  This museum function has 
since been transferred to the main site. 
In Lower Trewellard, the late 19th century saw the shift of focus from the old manorial site in the 
south half of the settlement, to the new Manor Farm in the north, in what had been an area of 
mixed cottages and farm buildings, so that this area had entered a post-industrial phase already 
by the late 19th century, which it did not recover from, unlike the main settlement.  Twentieth 
century development has consisted of the addition of large scale agricultural buildings to the 
north, infilling of the older part of the site in the south with bungalows and cottage rows, and 
conversion of old farm buildings. 
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The Wethered Shaft headgear (c 1911) at the entrance to Geevor Mine is an important relict 
from the mining industry. It stands as one of few landmark buildings within the settlement   
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