
4.0 APPRAISAL OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
 

4.1  General Character 
 

Trewellard in the 19th century began to develop as the main settlement in the mining district 
north of St Just.  It was a favoured residential spot for the wealthy mining managers, surgeons 
and investors, and it had pubs, shops, chapels and other facilities. In terms of its physical 
appearance, the core area at Trewellard Cross is almost urban in its density, in its focus around 
a central square and in the scale of some of the non-domestic buildings. However, it never 
reached its full potential as a local centre as Pendeen developed as a rival administrative and 
commercial centre and the mines peaked and slowly declined after the mid 19th century.  
Even so, it is today a relatively large and expanding residential village with a large range of 
economic activities, employment and facilities, including an Industrial Estate, a sizeable 
garage/repair business, petrol garage and shop, working farms and a large tourist-related 
service sector.  Apart from the increasingly important heritage attractions and facilities at nearby 
Geevor and Levant, there is in Trewellard a pub and a meadery restaurant.  There is a campsite 
at Levant House, and holiday accommodation within the village (particularly Lower Trewellard).  
The Methodist Chapel and Sunday school have, however, recently closed.  
The recent and ongoing housing programmes in Trewellard are amongst the most extensive in 
the whole of the coastal zone between St Just and St Ives.  This has had a tremendous impact 
on the character and appearance of the village, not always for the good, with intrusion of alien 
details, materials and landscaping in the historic townscape, and a sense that the old village 
and the surrounding countryside are being overwhelmed by modern housing developments not 
always of an appropriate scale, and with little prior archaeological investigation.  
However, the amount of new housing has meant that local facilities are being maintained, and 
may well see increased demand – as an historic local centre, Trewellard may actually be in 
resurgence rather than decline like most rural villages. 
The historical nature of Trewellard’s dispersed and varied development is reflected in the 
present day townscape; there are several character areas, which this study focuses on for ease 
of reference.  All the areas interact with each other, though, and should not be considered in 
isolation.  They are: 

 Trewellard Cross 
 Trewellard Hill 
 Hillside  
 Jubilee Place/Wethered Shaft 
 Levant Road 
 Lower Trewellard 

 

4.2  Surviving Historic Fabric 
 

Pre-industrial 
The original settlement site at Trewellard Manor/Lower Trewellard still survives in its grain and 
topography, although only fragmentary buildings survive, and most of the site is given over to 
bungalows.  The early cottages and farm buildings in the north part of the hamlet may be as 
much a part of the industrial expansion as of the old agricultural hamlet. 
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Industrial 
All the various phases of development of the scattered settlements in Trewellard/Jubilee Place 
in the industrial period are discernible with surviving rows and cottages, and the large houses 
created by the late 19th century boom continue to be an important element, so that together they 
form the overriding townscape element. Late 20th century developments in Trewellard Cross in 
particular are beginning to alter this predominance, however.  By the time of the 1908 OS map, 
a number of cottages and other buildings had been lost, both in Trewellard Cross/Hillside and at 
Lower Trewellard. However, and to some extent in their place, the buildings erected in the early 
20th century during the renewed investment in local mines are important elements in the current 
appearance of Trewellard Cross and Jubilee Place/Wethered Shaft.  What survives less well is 
the topography of the mine workings which defined the growth and development of the 
settlement, particularly on the north side of Trewellard Hill, and to both the east and west of 
Hillside.  Although still traceable further away from the settlement cores, current housing 
development such as that on the north side of Trewellard Hill is destroying some of these 
remains within the main settlement area. Jubilee Place is an important exception to this, with 
extensive and relatively old dumps potentially very important archaeologically as well as 
topographically, and of course with the early 20th century structures at Wethered Shaft forming 
the most extensive mine remains in the study area. 
 

4.3  Architecture, Geology & Building Materials 
 

Architectural Styles & Building Materials 
Historic buildings in the area are without exception built of granite, originally all with slate roofs - 
there is no surviving evidence of thatching. Most roofs are now mineral slate, although some 
original wet laid slate roofs survive on cottages, and especially, and fortunately, on some of the 
more prominent houses.  There is some variation on the basis of both date and status in the 
way the granite is cut and used, bearing in mind that cut, squared and coursed granite was far 
more expensive than the usual rubble stone used for most cottages in the area.  Because of the 
scale of 20th century house building off Trewellard Hill, the use of pebble-dash, and particularly 
granite chippings, has become a major element in the range of building materials, along with a 
whole raft of different types of inappropriate interlocking roofing tiles. 
There is a small group of cottages with late Regency classical details, such as plat bands (string 
courses), large lintels inscribed as if made of voussoirs, corniced stone chimneys and 
symmetrical facades.  What makes them even more interesting is that these details are also 
used on halfhouses, a familiar type from other areas in Cornwall, and in St Just, but not that 
common in the villages of the St Just Mining Area. 
 
 

4.4  Spaces, Views & Vistas 
 
The progress down Trewellard Hill from the moors culminates in the small triangular space at 
the junction with the main road, dominated by the Trewellard Arms Hotel.  Views into and 
through this area from the south and north are entirely of traditional buildings, many of very 
good quality, tight up against the roads, providing a sense of urbanity and being ‘built-up’ that is 
rare in the St Just villages, which generally consist of slightly disparate groups of cottages and 
short rows with little clear relationship to each other.  There is here the beginning of a nucleation 
such as must have occurred on larger scale in many towns that grew out of small villages - had 
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Trewellard been chosen for the new church rather than Pendeen, it may have acquired even 
more of a townlike quality.  The views from the south along Chapel Terrace and culminating in 
the Methodist Chapel are especially good, once past the opening sequence of Industrial Estate 
and new housing. 
Levant Terrace with its walls and outbuildings, makes a good group with the simple Gothic 
Sunday School of 1908 with its walls and outbuildings and the rear of the Methodist chapel and 
of Chapel Terrace - one of the best surviving series of rear elevations in the area. Views from 
the western coastal plain of the various mining villages along the main St Just to St Ives road 
are usually of the backs of the rows, forming a strong protective line - it is unusual to have a row 
projecting into the plain in the way Levant Terrace does, providing a link with the older 
settlement at Lower Trewellard. 

Levant Terrace looking westwards towards Lower Trewellard and the sea beyond 
 
Although the large Levant House complex stands starkly and dominant in the landscape around 
Lower Trewellard, the old hamlet has a contrasting intimacy and enclosure which gives it its own 
character, particularly at the north end, where the hedged lane leading to Geevor, with its rough 
metalling and kerbstones, gives some idea of its former reliance on the mining industry. 
The various scattered cottages on the slopes of Trewellard Hill form arresting incidents in the 
broken landscape of lanes, dumps and walled paddocks that form one of the unique views of 
the area from the road and village looking east, up-slope. 
 
 

4.5  Character Areas 
 
For ease of reference, this character appraisal has divided Trewellard into 6 smaller sub-areas.  
Although these are (in some cases nominally) distinct, it should not be assumed that they do not 
interrelate or, in some cases, overlap.  Similarly if an individual street or row is not given its own 
titled sections, this should not be construed as being of less worth. 
 
The six character areas are:  

 Trewellard Cross 
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 Trewellard Hill 
 Hillside 
 Jubilee Place / Wethered Shaft 
 Levant Road 
 Lower Trewellard                                                                                        

Trewellard Cross 

The unusually robust situation Trewellard finds itself in today is epitomised by the approach to 
the village from the west. On the east side of the road is the small trading estate, on the west a 
small housing estate. Both are essential to the continued prosperity of the village and the vitality 
of the historic core, yet lack appropriate quality, particularly in their landscaping treatment and 
boundaries, and fail to either preserve or enhance the setting of the conservation area.  
The contrast here is so great because the historic streetscape within the conservation area is of 
such high quality. The mid-late 19th century Chapel Terrace is on one side, with its cottages set 
behind granite walls and with a surprising amount of greenery, some semi-tropical.  
Opposite, the high walls and mature planting of Trewellard House dominate the east side of the 
road and, with no pavement, provide a clean and distinctive edge.  The house dates from about 
the same time as the cottages and the whole group is a fine example of how mining led to the 
mixed expansion of these villages, with wealth and working class development alongside each 
other but clearly defined.  
The row is punctuated at its eastern end by the chapel, which steps forward of the cottages and 
is an important focal building in the village.  
Dated 1833 it is a plain building with round arched windows and door, its most noticeable 
feature from afar being its expanse of slate roof. It has inevitably lost its railings but retains a 
sense of enclosure important to its character. It stands at a pivotal point at the junction with 
Levant Road, surrounded on all sides by cottages.  The view along the street looking north to 
the Chapel gives a real sense of entering into a tightly enclosed place and raises expectations 
that one is approaching a village square.  
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The particularly fine Chapel Terrace with its strong roadside boundary terminates at the Chapel 
itself, a Grade II listed building and landmark within the settlement  
 
The area centred on the Trewellard Arms Hotel has kept much of its 19th century character, with 
a good sense of townscape and enclosure.  The car park occupies a central position in the 
townscape, the focus of views up from Levant Road (and the increasingly popular attractions of 
Levant Mine and the coast).  Bordered on all sides by buildings (including 20th century housing), 
much more could be made of this as a space and to give texture to the central area, through 
improved surfacing and boundary treatment and by easily achieved improvements to the public 
realm – there is currently a cluttered array of signage and the interesting old signpost is 
neglected, rusting and with a missing arm.  Only minimal effort could transform this area. 
The Trewellard Arms itself is in two parts, with an early 19th century wing hard on the roadside, 
painted, with a slate roof and large projecting end-stack built of stone.  It is an important and 
undervalued building in the townscape, its qualities enhanced by the late 19th century wing to 
the north with its rendered elevation and bold Doric porch, and the well-made walled yard and 
early 20th century stables to the rear. 
The Trewellard Hotel forms the south side of a broad triangular area, for all the world looking 
like an ancient market place, where Trewellard Road and the B3306 meet.  Little is made of the 
quality of the area – it is treated merely as a road junction, but it does have a good array of 
buildings and streetscape around it.  Although partly rendered and with no. 11 in particular 
altered, nos.11-12 Trewellard Road show early features such as long, low proportions and 
projecting end stacks with stone chimneys. They are, characteristically for this tightly built-up 
central area, built close to the roadside, probably date from the early 19th century, and show a 
continuing and long-standing adaptation for non-domestic use (there were formerly several 
shops in Trewellard).  
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The Trewellard Arms Hotel has two principle elevations, the older early 19th century one that 
faces its carpark and the late Victorian one that faces Trewellard Road/Hill. It dominates the 
cross roads. Although its car park treatment and boundaries could be enhanced, and the 
building has succumbed to plastic windows, it still makes a substantial contribution to the 
special character of the conservation area 
 
Further up the road, nos. 16-18 are a good late row of three near-identical double fronted mid-
19th century houses, in near original condition (only their roofs re-slated), with walled front yards 
and rear gardens also surviving.  In contrast, nos. 14 and 15 have been substantially altered, 
probably because they were originally smaller cottages that required more work to upgrade 
them to meet increasing standards. 
The small cottages at either end of nos. 1-10 Trewellard Road (along the line of the B3306) 
show typical early construction features, while no. 8 is a later 19th century rebuild of some 
pretensions.  Formerly a shop, the building is in a key position when viewed down Trewellard 
Hill.  
This row is unusual in that it has small cottages built into the back yards of the two end houses 
and may indicate some pressure on the earlier, more generously spaced cottages.  The small 
boundary stone at the southern end of the row marks the boundary between the East Levant 
mine to the north, and the Spearn Consoles holding to the south, a reminder of the close 
relationship here between mining and settlement.  The row is entirely on the former land 
squeezed between the Levant Road and the mine buildings themselves, as if this was the only 
plot in the middle of the village available to the landowner or mine owners of East Levant.  
The spatial qualities of this part of Trewellard are as important as the individual buildings, the 
tight, enclosed grain around broad open spaces provides a sense of urbanity and being ‘built-
up’ that is rare in the St Just villages. 
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    A later 19th century rebuild within the Hillside terrace stands taller than its earlier neighbours 
 

Issues in this area: 
Inappropriate landscaping to the industrial estate 
The Chapel’s setting is affected by its loss of railings 
Trewellard Arms car park is inappropriately surfaced and boundary treatment would benefit from 
attention 
The old signpost has been damaged and the setting adversely affected by the clutter of other 
directional and commercial signs  
Inappropriate incremental alterations to houses e.g. uPVC windows, artificial slate roofs 
The Sunday school is in poor condition and in need of a use – it is perfect for a variety of 
community based activities in terms of size and location.  This would be preferable to attempts 
to convert to residential, which would both divorce it from its originally community based function 
and lead to inevitable loss of character. 
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The Sunday School is in urgent need of attention (left). Repair and maintenance of the 
traditional cast iron sign would also benefit the conservation area.  
 

Trewellard Hill 
 
The long views up and down Trewellard Road/Trewellard Hill are dramatic, and the journey 
down the Hill is an equally dramatic approach to a conservation area, but the street itself is 
dominated by modern housing developments, with an element of suburbia brought in by the 
wide grass verges and kerbed pavements so untypical of this area.  The paucity of landscaping 
and detailing applied in the middle run of the street is in marked contrast to both the village 
core, and to the upper end of Trewellard Road.  Here Geevor Cottages are a good early-mid 
20th century terrace, set behind a traditional Cornish hedge, with long rear garden plots.  They 
follow the grain of the settlement, facing the road, and are simply detailed and well 
proportioned.  They step up the hill with a series of large stacks anchoring the whole scheme 
together.  Overall, these are buildings in the tradition of the area, and make for good townscape.  
The same qualities of landscaping apply to Geevor House, a mine manager’s house.   
At the top of the hill Trewellard Hill Farm once stood isolated and may be pre-industrial in 
origins. Now left to gently decay it nonetheless has an interesting group of outbuildings.  Again, 
its setting has been adversely affected by the new house to its north, the inappropriate detailing, 
materials, shape and size of which dominates this part of the conservation area, and indeed 
stands out starkly in the wider landscape. 
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New housing to the north of Trewellard Hill Farm is particularly unfortunate. It is seen here from 
Trewellard Common and is adjacent to a traditional cottage (with the farmhouse roof behind) 
 
Across the road Trewellard Common and the remains of Wheal Bal are in a rough and wild 
landscape, in contrast to the enclosed agricultural land to the south and west.  The farmhouse, 
now a semi-derelict store, is an almost unaltered example of an early 19th century cottage, while 
the barn is a former engine house, with early 20th century pigsties. 
The group is typical of a number of outlying cottages and smallholdings around the fringes of 
Trewellard, all of which are probably late 18th/early 19th century smallholdings in origin. 
Wheal Bal is one of the oldest mining sites in the area, and the whole complex is of the very 
greatest archaeological, historical and amenity importance, the obvious relationship with the 
dumps and scattered remains of mining in the area making a large part of its special character.  

Wheal Bal's former farmhouse (now store) and former engine house (now barn) are remarkably 
good survivals from the past forming part of a larger group of buildings on the edge of 
Trewellard Common 
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Issues in this area: 
The lack of landscaping and general poor design and detailing of the modern housing estates 
and other development detract from the setting of the conservation area 
Inappropriate incremental alterations to houses e.g. uPVC windows, artificial slate roofs 
There is little recognition of the value of Wheal Bal as an example of a typical miner’s 
smallholding, or of its potential for industrial archaeology 
 

Although excluded from the conservation area the modern housing along Trewellard road / Hill 
is particularly prominent, of poor design and materials and inevitably affects the setting of 
historic buildings.   
 

Hillside 
 
The shape and form of this area was determined by the lines of lode-back dumps since, when 
most of the cottages were built, there was still active mining going on in much of the area.  The 
roughly metalled track running parallel with Trewellard Hill historically gave access to the Wheal 
Bal mine sites, originally with only a few individual cottages or pairs.  Today it makes a 
wonderful rough and strident feature across the countryside bounded by its strong Cornish 
hedges and linking Wheal Bal to the village.  
Surviving from this period is Maitland House, which takes its name from the mid-19th century 
name (Wheal Maitland) for Wheal Carne, immediately adjacent to the north. Number 15, 
another early building, has Regency detailing, especially the great voussoir-cut lintel over the 
central door, with typically low proportions. 
The central part of the hill, however, has not been so well respected in recent times, with poor 
design in the large housing estate.  Partly through the sheer quantity of new buildings, this fails 
to respect the quality or scale of the existing townscape, the east-west run of the land and 
townscape is not respected, the slopes are cut into, terraced, revetted, surfaces are hard-
landscaped, roofs are set well above the levels of the surrounding historic cottages, and the 
underlying archaeology was scarcely investigated before development.  The buildings, perhaps 
most intrusively, are not set within the sheltered landscape, in contrast to the historic pattern. 
All this has made the remaining unbuilt space, currently used as a smallholding for keeping 
hens, all the more important for its role as retaining the traditional character of this part of 
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Trewellard, where the countryside comes right into the village. 
Where the lane reaches the main road is an unresolved area of townscape, partly facing into 
the village core, partly into Hillside Lane, where formerly rough open spaces (the Meadery car 
park, the cross lane to Trewellard Road) have been too readily tarmaced and tidied-up.  
The mid-19th century former Bible Christian Chapel has been converted to a restaurant and has 
suffered architecturally because of this.  Nonetheless, it remains as a focal building in this part 
of Trewellard.   
The well-preserved row facing west onto the main road (nos. 11-13 Hillside) has good rear 
linneys, and the lane behind is well used with the result that the rear elevations with their 
outhouses, as well as trees, are highly visible in the conservation area.  
On the main road this row is set back, giving a less definite edge to the road than on the tightly 
enclosed west side.  New cottages replace the St John’s Ambulance Hall of 1927, which itself 
stood on the site of an old row, of which only one cottage remains. The inordinate number of 
foundation stones for the former Hall, with inscriptions recording the presence and pretensions 
of the local worthies and mining ‘lords’ of the time, have been inserted into the facade of the 
new houses, (the missed opportunity for a final stone to explain their presence and their 
relevance is unfortunate).  
 

The houses that replaced the Hall make an attempt to fit into the historic character – being 
stone faced under slates roofs, with sash windows, but their scale dominates adjacent 
properties and their rear elevations are also prominent from the lane.   
 
The adjacent row is early 19th century, and shows considerable signs of heightening, alteration 
and re-use, with openings which are unusually sized and placed, and may be an adapted 
industrial or commercial building.  The row acts as an end stop to the dense core area and, 
being up against the pavement, gives a tight feel to the townscape at this point, making a 
notional gateway to the village. 
While hardly recognisable as such today, there are fragmentary mine remains at East Levant 
including the base of an engine house, two older buildings incorporated into the car repair 
works, and a large barn-like building in good condition, as well as fragmentary remains of the 
gates and walls of the site.  The relationship between village and mine could not be closer, and 
the value of the remains needs to be recognised, both visually and historically. Indeed, most of 
the original site has been built upon with mid-late 20th century houses and bungalows.   
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    Building relating to the former East Levant Mine 
 
The impact of the mine is visible not only in the remaining industrial buildings, but also in the 
close relationship with the housing that grew up around them. In the closes and heavily grown 
gardens north and south of the mine site, and scarcely visible or accessible from the main road, 
are old cottages (6-7 Hillside and Sunny Vale).  
Further north along the road to Geevor is, on the east side of the village, a late 19th century pair 
of mine workers cottages with excellently preserved walled yards and outhouses, a good 
example of the continuing provision of cottages throughout the main industrial phase, and next 
to them one of the fine bungalows so often associated with the early 20th century reinvestment 
in the mines in this area.  
From this northern end, the views back into Trewellard again suggest a densely built-up place, a 
closing-in of the road from the open countryside, a feeling emphasised by the petrol station and 
its attendant shelter screen of cypress trees, and by the scale and non-residential character of 
some of the buildings here (e.g. Chapel and former workshop buildings). 
 

   The former workshop adjacent to 11-13 Hillside, a typical 19th century terrace, is an important   
   reference to former uses within the settlement and its simple character should be retained.    
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Issues in this area: 
New development has failed to respect the urban grain and scale 
The setting of the former Bible Christian Chapel (now restaurant) has been adversely affected 
by the car park treatment, as well as ‘olde worlde’ extensions to the building itself 
The site of East Levant Mine is not recognised for its contribution to the development of the 
village and its surviving built fabric is undervalued  
Inappropriate incremental alterations to houses e.g. uPVC windows, artificial slate roofs 
The petrol filling station is surrounded by coniferous trees that look out of place and draw 
attention to the garage 

The carpark to the Meadery is a 'gap' in the townscape filled with a sea of tarmac. This hole 
gives views to the modern housing beyond (left). The filling station, one of few that survive in 
rural communities is not particularly offensive but is surrounded by trees that offer little in terms 
of quality or setting  

 
Jubilee Place/Wethered Shaft 
 
The history, character and future of Jubilee Place is so intimately bound up with the rest of 
Trewellard, that although a separate hamlet it has been considered in this document as part of 
the main area.  As at Hillside, Jubilee Place consists of scattered cottages and smallholdings 
built on top of old dumps and within contemporary mine workings.  It is perhaps related to the 
small pre-industrial hamlets that developed into Crescent Place and North Row in Pendeen (see 
Pendeen Conservation Area Appraisal), although there was a distinct boundary between mine 
setts and landownership at Trewellard Villa/Pendeen Villa, where the current boundary between 
the two villages still exists.  With the exception of the Old Manse and Norton Mede, there was 
virtually no building in this area after the 1840s, until the post-industrial period.  Evidence of 
early settlement in the area to the north of Wethered Shaft was swept away by mine working at 
about this time. 
The pattern of the townscape here is in contrast to that in neighbouring Pendeen and separate 
to Trewellard itself, creating an enclave turned away from the road and set among the old mine 
dumps.  With plenty of Cornish hedges and mature planting, there is an almost secretive feel to 
the place, and the lanes, enclosures, hedges and outbuildings are as important to character as 
the individual cottages. 
Nos. 8-9 Jubilee Place, on the north-west side of the main road are important examples of 
miners’ cottages from that time, although the fronts have been extended at ground floor.  The 
garden wall makes a strong definition both to the roadside and around the properties, and the 
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green space around them is important both to their setting and to Jubilee Place as a separate 
entity. 

The front extensions to 8-9 Jubilee Place are somewhat unfortunate, nevertheless they remain 
typical examples of early 19th century miners cottages and enclosures  
 
There is a good series of individual cottages or pairs in this area, all at least early 19th century 
which as a group are an outstanding example of the settlement type of smallholdings actually 
on and amid mine waste dumps.  Of particular interest, Trelowan has a very well preserved 
‘crow’ built into a riveted dump, itself clearly laid over an earlier pattern of stone field walls, and 
a small enclosed vegetable garden/potato plot.  
Although increasingly rare, many if not most smallholdings formerly had a crow, used variously 
as a pigsty, or potato store, or as a store for ash or manure.   
The various cottages and houses around Jubilee Place are of mixed ages and styles, but most 
share similarities in scale so as to form a cluster that respects its landscape setting.  For 
example, nos. 2 & 3 Jubilee Place make a good contrast with each other showing the change in 
materials and style over just a short period in the early 19th century, while The Meadows is a 
relatively rare hipped house, again c.1800, and related to another lode-back dump, an area of 
disturbed ground separating Trewellard from Pendeen, and which formed the boundary of the 
mining sett. 
In amongst the older cottages are some later buildings.  Some are rebuilds of old cottage sites, 
such as the mid 19th century row, now a pair (Bal-View and Fairview).  Others are completely 
new additions, such as The Old Manse belonging to the Methodist Chapel, a very good late 
19th century house with ‘imported’ detailing, such as moulded ornament and polychrome 
brickwork chimneys, and perhaps to be considered as part of the group of higher grade houses 
that give Trewellard such distinction locally. 
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Typical pre 1841 development within Jubilee Place located on the informal lane leading to 
Wheal Bal 
 
Even early 20th century housing continues this trend, with some good quality bungalows 
(contrasting with more non-descript types in Pendeen for instance) - Gwythvose and Norton 
Mede are well-detailed pre-1946 bungalows, using traditional materials and with well-formed 
garden walls that help define the spaces and character of Jubilee Place.  These bungalow types 
should not necessarily be though of as post-industrial in this area – Norton Mede was built 
around 1926 as the mine captain’s house for Geevor – part of the same programme that saw 
Geevor Cottages and Geevor House (and Boscaswell Estate in Lower Boscaswell) built in an 
attempt to retain a skilled workforce in a time of recession. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although its design could be said to be out of keeping with the conservation area 'Norton Mede' 
is an important 20th century building, typical of the early bungalow style and with close 
connection to Geevor   
 
There has been significant damage done to the enclosed character of the area on the main 
road, both in terms of modern bungalow design and front boundary/garden treatment. 
The entrance area to Geevor is no less uninspiring in its present state - a bleak stretch of road 
between Jubilee Place and Trewellard, with open, underused spaces and roadways and a 
plethora of signs.  The headgear for Wethered Shaft can be seen for miles around, from the 
moor above Trewellard to the coastal plain.  It became the principal extraction shaft for Geevor 
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mine after 1911, and was worked from the outset by electricity.  The headgear is listed, and 
there is a group of early 20th century structures of varying sizes and functions, at one time used 
for the mining museum, the main site for which has since moved further into the main complex, 
lending this important roadside complex an abandoned, uninviting character.   
Apart from their importance as relics of the mining industry, the buildings are very important 
elements in the landscape, and in the understanding of the history and development of 
Trewellard and, indeed, Pendeen and show why housing, institutes, schools and so-on 
continued to be built in this area long after other parts of St Just parish had started to decline.  
The success of the site as a tourist attraction has given rise to two potential problems: what to 
do with the group of buildings at the entrance of the site and the proliferation of signs that 
clutters that entrance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geevor Mine is a particularly important site within the conservation area and wider World 
Heritage Site.  Nevertheless its approach from the main road is uninspiring with underused (but 
important) buildings 

 
Issues in this area: 
Breakdown of boundaries and poor housing quality facing onto main road 
Securing uses for the important group of buildings around the entrance to Geevor Mine 
Inappropriate incremental alterations to houses e.g. uPVC windows, artificial slate roofs 
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Levant Road 
 
The front walls along Levant Road make a strong boundary, a hard edge accentuated by the 
surprising amount of soft planting in the gardens behind.  There is also a direct relationship with 
the fields that abut the row both to front and rear.  
The cottages in the row nearest to the main road show early characteristics, including stone 
stacks. The row forms a good group with the simple 1908 Gothic Sunday School with its walls 
and outbuildings. 
Together with the rear of the Methodist Chapel and Chapel Terrace, the street scene is 
evocative of the tight-knit relationship between public buildings and housing set among the mine 
waste.  The rear of Chapel Terrace has a good selection of outbuildings and roofs, visible for 
some distance across the fields from the Lower Trewellard road.  There is, again, a close 
relationship with the countryside here, which comes right up to the village.  
The Sunday School is in need of considerable works although the Chapel has now found a use 
and is in the process of slowly being refurbished.  These buildings are symbolic of the 
challenges facing Trewellard – here of all places, they could provide much needed social or 
employment facilities for the hugely enlarged community. 

Properties on Levant Road have early 19th century characteristics, although all suffer from 
issues such as replacement windows, porches and man made roof coverings. They stand 
opposite the former Sunday School, now in need of repair and re-use   

 
Issues in this area: 
Inappropriate incremental alterations to houses e.g. uPVC windows, artificial slate roofs 
 

Lower Trewellard 
 
Separated from the more purely industrial village along the main road by open fields, Lower 
Trewellard retains its character as a separate enclave, reflecting its former function as the site of 
the medieval manor.  The gap between the hamlet and the rest of Trewellard is an important 
one in terms of the character of both settlements.  This is an improved, manicured, 19th and 20th 
century landscape – defined by the size and scale of Levant House and Trewellard Manor 
Farm, and by the carefully built roadside walls, drainage channels, and field hedges.  All is neat 
and clipped and ‘improved’ in the sense the Victorians loved best; the wild country, the mines, 
the source of the wealth, appears everywhere in the background. 
In the late 19th century there was a shift of focus from the old manorial site in the south half of 
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the hamlet, to the new Manor Farm in the north, amongst the mixed cottages and farm 
buildings.  Modern development has consisted of the addition of large-scale agricultural 
buildings to the north, infilling of the older part of the site in the south with bungalows and 
cottage rows, and conversion of old farm buildings. 
Lower Trewellard is characterised by its seemingly haphazard array of domestic, set amongst 
the fields with the sea beyond to the west.  There are not and should not be any pavements 
here or other urban street ephemera – only the rather ancient looking wirescape intrudes, 
reflecting the rural nature of the place.  The intricate, twisting streetscape is enclosed and 
defined as much by walls and outbuildings as it is by houses; cottages run off along small side 
alleys where daylight scarcely intrudes; despite its apparent exposure to the coast, the localised 
shelter within the hamlet means it abounds with luxuriant semi-tropical plants in the encode 
gardens. 
The southern side of the hamlet - former farm closes belonging to the old manorial site - is less 
densely built-up.  There are two sets of cottages on the southern edge of Lower Trewellard, of a 
standard early-mid 19th century type.  However, while no. 5 Levant Road is a good survival with 
its small enclosure and outbuildings, nos. 6-7, opposite Levant House, have been very severely 
altered to their detriment. 
 

No 5 Levant Road form a good example of an early 19th century dwelling typical of the area, 
however the later extensions, roof and joinery replacements all detract from its historic character  
 
Similarly, a pair of mundane bungalows now occupies what was once the central site of the 
hamlet, and its very reason for being – the medieval manor.  However, on close inspection, 
there are remnants of older walls surviving as well as, to the rear, an early 19th century barn, 
now converted, together with boundary walls that may relate to the original manor site.  These 
remains contribute important colour and texture. 
The good series of stone farm buildings in the current farmyard is largely 19th century, but may 
preserve some earlier structures and some are adaptations and conversion of old cottage rows. 
The old farmhouse looks at least 18th century in origin and may be earlier; although now with a 

30



late 19th century rendered frontage, the side elevation shows it to have been a long single 
storey asymmetrically fronted building, with a prominent stepped stack projecting on the 
western gable end, all early vernacular features.  
The conversion of what were probably miners’ cottages into farm buildings symbolises the 
changing fortunes of this ancient place; the fine, metalled lane leading northwards past the farm 
looks like a farm-track running into the fields, but it is actually the road to Geevor Mine. 
In the heart of the hamlet, nos. 1 & 2 Lower Trewellard form part of the entrance to the core and 
make a good group, complete with traditionally enclosed gardens to both front and rear.  
Part of this group, Merivale House, is an unusual, large rebuilding (circa 1870) of an earlier 
cottage; it is a prominent, double fronted hipped building, double pile plan, with evidence of 
more than simple domestic use (blocked first floor door on rear elevation, attic storey with gable 
windows).  The current farm office building, dated 1913, is another rebuilding of an earlier row, 
of which a remnant is the attached building, now partly a garage.  Together with Merivale 
House, this ‘pair’ forms part of the gateway to Lower Trewellard. 
The late 19th/early 20th century reconstruction of the hamlet has contributed much to the 
character of Lower Trewellard, not least in the Manor Farmhouse.  This is a prominent gabled 
house, with ornamented bargeboards, generally in a simple ’Old English’ style, not typical of the 
area.  It stands rather grandly behind a sweeping boundary wall with mature trees and planting. 

 
Within the hamlet stands several 20th century houses that could be from anywhere and relate in 
no way to the settlement (e.g. left). The same cannot be said for the farmhouse (right), a 
prominent 19th century building that makes a positive contribution to the area's special character   
 
Even grander is the prominent and spectacular mid-late 19th century Levant House (formerly 
Trewellard House), with its associated stable block and walled garden.  The adjacent roadside 
walls and carefully constructed drains and gullies along Levant Road are probably associated 
with this house - a highly ornamented, classical, architect-designed, currently in need of 
extensive refurbishment. 
 

Issues in this area: 
Levant House and its grounds are becoming an eyesore due to lack of maintenance 
Inappropriate incremental alterations to houses e.g. uPVC windows, artificial slate roofs, poorly 
designed extensions 
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