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4.0 CHARACTER ANALYSIS 

 

4.1 Settlement Form and 

Growth  

(See Map Nos 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 

and sections 3.0-3.4) 

 

4.1.1 The historic core of the town is 

characterised by the majestic 

presence of Holy Trinity Church. This 

predominantly 13th century church, 

with its later additions including its 

15th century tower, is set within its 

raised churchyard of possibly much 

earlier origins. 

 

4.1.2 The church effectively sets the 

scene for the heart of the town, from 

which radiate the medieval street 

patterns of Trevarthian Road, Church 

Street, High Cross Street, West Hill, 

East Hill (particularly the lower part), 

Menacuddle Hill/North Street, Fore 

Street, and Bodmin Road. The focus 

at that time was very much on the 

church and the historic marketplace 

which occupied the area around the 

church (much larger area than can be 

seen now).  The growth of the town 

emanated out from the church and 

market, on the coaching routes 

through St Austell and with the main 

north-east to south-west route to 

Truro originally via the Old Bridge 

(17th century with earlier origins) 

and Ledrah Road which was on the 

mid-18th century turnpike road. This 

was later superseded by the New 

Bridge which was constructed when 

Truro Road was built in the early 19th 

century. 

 

4.1.3 By the late 17th and early 18th 

centuries the town was steadily 

growing with the establishment of the 

Manor House near the church, the 

Queen’s Head Hotel near the church, 

and the White Hart - all on the 

coaching routes through the town.  At 

this time the building up of Church 

Street began, covering over part of 

the earlier marketplace, and the early 

development of the lower part of High 

Cross Street. 

 

4.1.4 At the same time as the one 

side of High Cross Street was being 

built, so too was  Fore Street built, 

beginning with the east end  of the 

street near the church which was  

built in the early 18th century and 

continuing   towards  the west end  

by the early part of the 19th century. 

The tithe map – Map no 9 shows that 

by 1842 the whole of Fore Street was 

built up with a mix of shops and town 

houses. 
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4.1.5 Adjacent to Church Street and 

Fore Street the small densely packed 

area of Vicarage Hill, Victoria Place 

and Duke Street were also developed 

in the 18th and 19th century reflecting 

the growth of the town commercially 

resulting in the Stag Inn and early 

shop premises. 

 

4.1.6 Instrumental to the growth and 

prosperity of the town, the industrial 

valley was developing on from the 

17th century blowing house and 

foundry origins. In the early 19th 

century the establishment of the 

heavy and light industry was 

prevalent, resulting in many buildings 

and sites some of which remain such 

as Trenance Corn Mill, the former saw 

mill below the viaduct, the former 

foundry with its mill wheel intact, the 

remains of a chimney stack (now in a 

cottage garden) and part of the clay 

store to the horse-drawn railway.  

 

4.1.7 By the late 19th and early 20th 

century there was significant growth 

throughout the town clustered to the 

north around the church and largely 

below the railway station thereby 

extending and broadening the 

commercial centre, as well as to the 

south around South Street and the 

lower valley.  

 

 

1881 Coloured Map Church and Market House 

 

4.1.8 Pondhu Road developed 

around the Old Bridge in the early 

19th century, and then later in the 

early 20th century connected Bridge 

Road with the southernmost road 

skirting the town near White River 

Bridge (constructed in 1926). This 

extended road followed parallel to the 

river for part of its length. 

 

4.1.9 The predominantly late 19th 

century Moorland Road then 

connected South Street with West Hill 

following the contours below Trinity 

Street. 

 

4.1.10  By the latter half of the 19th 

century the growth of the town to the 

north above the railway line - 

Trevarthian Road, Palace Road and 

Tremena Road and to the south in 

Truro Road to the south of New 

Bridge was principally residential 

growth. This was in parallel with the 
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changing civic and commercial centre 

around the church and immediate 

environs and in tandem with some 

later shops in Fore Street and the 

streets immediately around the 

central core of the town. 

 

4.1.11  Between 1908 and 1938 the 

approach to the burial ground - now 

known as Cemetery Park was altered 

at the same time that residential 

expansion was carried out to it’s 

south side. 

 

4.1.12  In the latter part of the 20th 

century additional light 

industrial/commercial development 

was sited in the valley floor off West 

Hill around New Bridge. The principal 

development in the early 21st century 

is that of White River Place shopping 

development which falls outside the 

Conservation Area. 

 

4.2 Character Areas   

See map no 7 

 

4.2.1 With the town’s diversity, and 

variations in architectural style and 

patterns of development, the 

character analysis which follows 

reflects the 7 areas of different 

character identified in the CSUS study 

of 2002 and shown on map 7. 

• Area 1 – The Central Church Area 

• Area 2 – Fore Street Area 

• Area 3 – Western Gateway 

• Area 4 – Industrial River Valley 

• Area 5 – 18th and 19th Century 

Urban Expansion 

• Area 6 – Aylmer Square, now 

principally White River Place and 

Trinity Street 

• Area 7 – Suburban Residential 

Areas 

Character Area 1 – The Central 

Church Area 

Central Church Core Dominant 

Characteristics 

Sense of enclosure with buildings 

surrounding the Church. 

Street layouts of medieval origin 

Primarily civic and commercial 

buildings 

Buildings 3 and 4 storey 

High diversity of architectural styles 

and very good quality 

Central green oasis to raised 

churchyard 

 

4.2.2 This is the historic heart of the 

town with the church and churchyard 

at its centre and is the hub of the 

radiating medieval street patterns. 

The wealth of architectural styles to 

the commercial buildings which 

surround the Church contribute to the 
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quality and texture of the scene. 

Many of the buildings are tall and 

imposing and create together a grand 

civic air including the Market House 

and the banks, and Hotels and Inns 

with the peace and tranquillity of the 

Church and Churchyard acting as a 

an oasis. Roads and passageways 

radiate from this area and the Church 

presides over it clad in green with its 

very good trees and shrubs, raised up 

from the principal street and giving a 

strong sense of enclosure. 

 

4.2.3 The historic core of the town, 

with Holy Trinity Church at its heart, 

retains its great strength of history 

and architecture.  The 13th-15th 

century church, with its raised 

churchyard provides the centrepiece 

and landmark. 

 

 

Central Church Core –Holy Trinity Church 

 

4.2.4 The churchyard walls topped 

with cast-iron railings circumvent 

Church Street and the historic granite 

slabbed pavement and later Victorian 

fountain provide echoes of the 

centuries of history in this place.  

Together with the lofty 3 storey 

buildings opposite including Provincial 

House, and the White Hart Hotel, with 

its granite ashlar façade, these 

provide a sense of enclosure, 

intimacy and quality of space. 

 

4.2.5 The Market House, with its 

arch-headed features and massive 

granite bulk, opposite the principal 

west end of the church, contributes 

to this architecturally prestigious part 

of the centre. Together with the old 

brewery building-Tregonissey House 

and No 8 Market Street they partially 

enclose this area. The old Manor 

House, although much altered 

externally, is a very early building 

with 17th century origins, and which 

would have faced the west end and 

tower of the Church. 

 

4.2.6 The former Devon and 

Cornwall Bank, with its Pentewan 

Stone ashlar rusticated face with 

vermiculated detail and the Red Bank 

(the National Westminster Bank), 

with its terracotta façade sit on 

prominent sites at opposite corners of 
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the bottom of High Cross Street. 

These are 3-4 storey buildings 

providing an additional distinct sense 

of quality and majesty to the east 

end of the church, being rich in 

architectural quality and materials. 

 

4.2.7 Vicarage Hill and Victoria Place 

together provide an attractive 

specialist quarter of the old town, 

with many listed buildings and a 

wealth of architectural character, with 

some residual 19th century shop 

fronts, historic sash window and 

façade details with slate roofs and 

wide overhanging eaves. 

 

Character Area 2 – Fore Street 

Fore Street Dominant 

Characteristics 

Sinuous double curve of street and 

sense of enclosure 

Buildings 3 to 4 storeys with 

parapets, with a few single and 2 

storey  

Frequent passageways to north and 

south 

Predominantly shops and commercial 

premises 

Different architectural styles and 

many retaining historical architectural 

detail at first floor level and above 

Age of buildings spanning over 200 

years 

Few green areas but awareness of 

green back drop and distant views 

Some surviving historic shopfronts 

 

4.2.8 This street follows, in the main, 

the principal thoroughfare of the very 

early road from London to Truro. 

Focussing on the church at the west 

end, it has deviated slightly from its 

earlier west end in Grant’s Walk 

Although now closed to through 

traffic it retains the sense of journey, 

and with its predominantly high 

buildings providing the sense of 

confinement. Many of the historic 

buildings survive although there are 

some 20th century later developments 

which have not followed the rhythmic 

pattern and scale of the original 

street. The buildings are 

predominantly shops and commercial 

premises, and form part of the main 

shopping hub of the town. 

 

4.2.9 Off Fore Street there are many 

passageways to the North and to the 

South with varying degrees of quality 

of space and enclosure. Leading 

through to other shopping and leisure 

parts of the town. There are also 

occasional glimpses through to the 

countryside. The road is flat, and 

curves around in a double curve 

providing interest and colour to the 

sequential views. 
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Fore Street 

 

4.2.10  With its sinuous curves, and 

views and glimpses of other parts of 

town, it is predominantly lined with 3 

storey buildings and most of these 

have active shopfronts. The sense of 

enclosure and also journey is strong, 

but is broken occasionally by 

passageways, usually pedestrianized, 

to the north and to the south and 

rather more abruptly by discontinuity 

of facades and building height where 

newer buildings have not followed the 

prevailing architectural scale or 

rhythm. 

 

4.2.11  Various types of architectural 

style are prevalent here yet with an 

overall harmony, the historic facades 

being undermined slightly by the 

blander or unattractive more modern 

ones but the sense of quality as a 

whole prevails.   

 

4.2.12  Some of the earlier shop 

fronts remain intact, such as No’s 5 -

7 and No’s 12A and 12B, all listed 

buildings, together with Nos 25/25A 

the well restored William Hill betting 

shop. Nos 12 A and 12B had been a 

significant townhouse in their origin 

as had many of the other properties 

before they became shops. 

 

4.2.13  Other shop fronts have been 

compromised by the insertion of 

inappropriate joinery and glazing 

features, very often large plate glass 

glazing, and signage, which does not 

always respect the architectural lines. 

These tend to detract from the 

architectural features which still 

remain at many of the upper floor 

levels. The more recent one and a 

half storey group of shops including 

Clarks’ Shoes detracts from the 

character of the adjacent buildings 

and rhythm and scale of the street 

itself.  Its architectural form does not 

respect or conform to the general 3 - 

storey height.  Most shops sit at the 

front of the pavement but this group 

is set back.  

 

4.2.14   Historic facades are 

predominantly rendered and painted, 

with arch headed window openings, 

ornate gables, and decorative stucco 

mouldings to doors and window 

openings, some walls set with 

pilasters to aggrandise the facades. 
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Whilst some of the facades of the 

buildings are highly ornamental 

others are plain or even bland.  

Parapet gutters conceal the roofline 

behind many of the properties.  

 

4.2.15  Some windows to the upper 

floors are very early, such as that of 

No. 12A, visible at first floor level and 

many others retain either original or 

certainly early sash windows some 

hornless, indicating earlier period and 

others with horns indicating later 

date. Other window openings are 

frequently round headed, with others 

being oriel windows. 

 

4.2.16   Many passageways, mostly 

pedestrianized, afford access to the 

south off Fore Street to the very 

recently rebuilt shopping centre area 

White River Place, and to the north 

end of the street into Grant’s Walk 

and Biddick’s Court.  At the eastern 

end, by the Queen’s Head, the 

narrow road opens out behind the 

Queen’s Head and Market House out 

to North Street Car Park via 

Menacuddle Hill. 

 

4.2.17  Towards the west end on the 

south side a residual part of the 

former Aylmer Square development 

at Boots wraps around into White 

River Place. Its brash concrete façade 

looms somewhat above the street. In 

contrast the former Liberal Club, 

known as “The Thin End”, with its 

ground floor shop units, has one of 

the grander facades to be found on 

the south side of the street and 

redeems the quality  of the end of the 

street with its  banded red and 

white/cream brick with strong 

Portland Stone dressings and ‘dutch’ 

gable.   

 

4.2.18   Fore Street, at the time of 

this appraisal, is undergoing major 

streetscape works, under the Civic 

Pride initiative, including the taking 

up of the existing inappropriate and 

already dated herringbone paving, 

and the laying of new Cornish granite 

paving with contemporary street 

furniture.   

 

4.2.19   Apart from glimpses of 

distant landscape and the green 

back-drop of the larger villa 

properties of the town there is almost 

no greenscape but there are plans for 

planting within the new streetscape 

works. 

 

 

 

Character Area 3 – Western 

Gateway 
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Western Gateway Dominant 

Characteristics 

The Junction is dominated by 

vehicular traffic – challenging for both 

driver and pedestrian  

Diversity of building types and ages 

clustered around junction 

Buildings predominantly 3 storey 

Primarily commercial premises, shops 

and places of worship 

 

 

Western Gateway – Truro Road/Trinity Street 

 

4.2.20  This area is the confluence of 

the roads through the town to and 

from the West side in particular. The 

topography here is challenging and 

Bodmin Road is on a steep curve 

meeting the end of Fore Street. The 

buildings around this junction are 

varied in historic and architectural 

style, some set right up to the road 

and others set back. New 

improvements to the streetscape 

assist in giving this junction interest. 

 

4.2.21  From the western end of Fore 

Street the area opens out 

dramatically, with views of the hills 

beyond and also immediately on to 

the  tortuous road junction of Truro 

Road, Trinity Street and Bodmin 

Road, with its very tight bend leading 

up and out of town toward the 

viaduct.   The listed building former 

General Wolfe public house (now a 

toyshop) is isolated on the bend and 

sits uncomfortably on the junction. 

Pedestrians find the crossings and 

pavement hazardous and the road is 

not of sufficient width for one large 

vehicle and one small to pass at the 

same time. It is not possible to 

resolve the traffic issues here without 

major intervention. 

 

4.2.22  At this  junction the recent 

Civic Pride scheme with its paving 

and seating arrangements, trees, 

lighting and a high quality mural of 

local historical figures, is a very 

pleasant focus  feature to this 

otherwise confused junction. The 

west end of Fore Street south side 

had until very recently been empty 

but newly occupied lively shops have 

lifted the character of the area 

considerably.  

 

4.2.23  The top of Truro Road narrows 

at the former Assembly Rooms, a 
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large classically detailed building on a 

grand scale, which provides an air of 

quality over this corner of the town, 

despite the single storey addition and 

the intrusive signage across the 

façade. It faces a group of properties 

which includes a small variety of 

shops and businesses. These include 

Walker Fish Restaurant where the 

quality of the relatively new shopfront 

is high, using good quality joinery, 

colours and signage/lettering.  This is 

an exemplar piece - adding a 

shopfront to a façade in a way, which 

respects the context of the street. A 

relatively recent glazed shopfront 

added at an odd angle fitted to a 

listed building lower down in Truro 

Road detracts from the essential 

quality of the building, although its 

new usage as a lively charity shop 

adds its own character. 

 

4.2.24  The former Globe Inn/Globe 

Yard is obscured by an unattractive 

ranch style fence to the roof of the 

single storey brick-faced unit 

attached to the Assembly rooms and 

huge signage. The historic 

buildings/shop units to the yard are 

at present dis-used and boarded up. 

The adjacent historic granite steps 

and early lighting lead to an 

attractive jumble of cottages behind 

and pedestrian route linking it to 

Bodmin Road. 

 
1881 Coloured Map Truro Road and West(ern) 

Hill 

4.2.25  The main Baptist Chapel 

building is highly visible from below 

in the valley but only its ornate west 

façade on West Hill is visible obliquely 

from Trinity Street. It was designed 

to front onto West Hill and pre-dates 

the cutting through of Trinity Street 

hence the more mundane ancillary 

buildings and hall may incorporate 

earlier dating buildings than is 

apparent but do not have designed 

frontages onto Trinity Street. These 

occupy a large site and dominate the 

south side of Trinity Street at the 

junction of top of West Hill.  

 

4.2.26  There is no immediate relief of 

greenery apart from a small group of 

individual trees by the mural. The 

imminent planting of new trees at the 

west end of Fore Street under the 

current streetscape improvements 

will assist in improving the outlook.  
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Character Area 4 – Industrial 

River Valley 

Industrial River Valley Dominant 

Characteristics 

Legacy of industrial structures and 

buildings – railway viaduct, cornmill, 

waterwheel, foundry, chimney, 

warehouses, clay store / tram mill 

2 storey workers’ cottages clustered 

around old bridge, viaduct and former 

gasworks 

Vinnick River running north to south 

providing green belt throughout river 

valley  

Recreation park providing positive 

greenspace 

Vacant brownfield sites awaiting 

development 

Light industrial/commercial premises, 

public house and shops clustered 

around West Hill and Old Bridge 

Mid and late 20th century high density 

dwellings including 11 storey Park 

House. 

 

4.2.27  Former 19th Century and early 

20th Century workers cottages are 

scattered throughout the area, 

interspersed with much later housing. 

Much later light industrial usage with 

its prosaic architecture predominates 

on the valley floor. Many of the 

cottages are set back in their gardens 

with low granite walls at the backs of 

the pavements. 

 

 

Industrial Valley –Woodland Row/Viaduct 

 

4.2.28  This area is large and lies 

North-South through the bottom of 

the town end and is diverse in its 

architectural type and age. This was 

once the centre of the industrial 

activity for the town and contains 

both remnant and hidden industrial 

archaeology. The area is criss-

crossed with paths and byways 

emanating from the industrial past. 

The rivers of the White River 

catchment, although much hidden 

now, were the prime source of power 

for the industrial past of this area. 

 

4.2.29  In the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries, and in parts 

much earlier, the valley from the top 

of Bodmin Road down to the bottom 

was the hub for industrial growth and 

activity. Historic maps (maps nos 

9,10 and 11) show that there was a 
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variety and quantity of industry of all 

types including heavier industry such 

as foundries but also smaller 

industries such as candle-making and 

hat-making. Some structures remain, 

principally on the upper slopes of the 

valley, such as the grade ll listed 

Trenance Corn mill; the former saw-

mill just below the viaduct and the 

former foundry with its existing cast-

iron millwheel on the south side of 

Trenance Road.  

 

1881 Coloured Map Blowing House Hill 

 

These remaining structures are 

overlooked by Trenance Viaduct 

which sits high in the landscape and 

is visible from many parts of the 

valley. Together with the original 

1859 viaduct piers and buttresses 

(which still exist although now 

redundant) the viaduct overlooks the 

now softer and greener valley scene, 

with many trees and lush 

undergrowth, and down to the 19th 

century cottages and terraced villas, 

and the later 20th century housing 

below. 

 

4.2.30  The 19th century Trenance 

Corn Mill Listed Grade ll occupies a 

site of an early Blowing 

House/furnace site of earlier date. 

With its massive masonry walls and 

later brick tower it is set back from 

the road and is a significant local 

landmark to this part of the valley.  

 

4.2.31  Some other important relics of 

the industrialised processes which 

were carried out in the valleys 

remain. Although some have been 

obliterated by wholesale demolition 

and removal, other remnants have 

been incorporated within more 

modern structures, many of them on 

commercial premises. Within the 

commercial units near Old Bridge 

there are remnants of the industrial 

usage with much later and more 

modern additions which now partially 

obscure them. Clustered around the 

west side of New Bridge is a small 

quarter of granite faced workshops 

which retain the industrial character 

together with an adjoining large 

house of similar period.  In Trenance 

Road, in the garden of a cottage are 

the remains of a chimney stack.  On 

the edge of the West Hill Car Park the 

remnants of Trams Mill are now 
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restored but sadly under-used. It is 

the last vestige of the clay-store for 

the horse drawn railway to Pentewan. 

These structures collectively provide 

a reminder of the industrial past even 

though scattered through the valley. 

 

4.2.32  The modern commercial part 

of the valley floor centres around the 

New Bridge, Bridge Road and the 

bottom of West Hill. The light 

industrial units, doctor’s surgery and 

supermarket do not contribute much 

in the way of architectural quality to 

this part of town – they are often set 

back from the road behind low walls 

or large open forecourts. Off West Hill 

car park, and the public footpath 

following the southern part of the 

river, are undeveloped sites on the 

site of the former gas-works which, 

whilst fenced off and inaccessible, 

contribute to the unresolved and 

disturbed valley floor area. 

 

4.2.33  The old Pondhu Bridge, listed 

grade ll, at the bottom of the valley is 

now not used for vehicles because of 

the loading and condition issues and 

is for pedestrian use only. In the 

recent past the bridge has been 

heavily obscured by vegetation and  

and its perception as a historic  

structure has been diminished until 

recent clearance has much improved 

the setting. The Western Inn and 

adjoining cottages partially redeem 

that part of the valley floor near the 

bridge, being finished in stucco and 

painted and retaining some original 

architectural features such as a lofty 

granite gable.  

 

4.2.34  Below Trenance Viaduct 

Woodland Row is an early 19th short 

terrace of closely packed small 2 

storey cottages with their gardens, 

possibly former workers’ dwellings.  

 

1881 Coloured Map Trenance Viaduct and 

Woodland Row 

 

4.2.35  Diagonally opposite at the top 

of Grove Road, a Grade ll listed 

quality cottage (former farmhouse) 

with its productive vegetable garden 

retains the essential character of this 

once thriving valley scene.  

 

4.2.36  At Moorland Road, the late 

19th century series of terraces on a 

double curve provide an attractive 
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streetscape due to their simple 

design and the quality of the 

materials used, Pentewan stone with 

brick surrounds to windows and 

doors, with sash windows. However 

part of the way along this road is the 

empty former health centre site, long 

since demolished and with its 

indistinct and blurred boundaries to 

adjacent properties and public 

footpath remains a site which could 

benefit from an interim use pending 

development. 

  

4.2.37  The character of the 

residential streets in particular is 

strengthened by the proliferation of a 

variety of garden wall treatment to 

the front gardens and side 

boundaries, using granite and other 

local natural stone such as slatestone 

killas, with decorative gate piers and 

copings. 

 

4.2.38  A significant feature of this 

valley is the criss-crossing footpaths 

and alleyways behind groups of 

housing, some of the routes are 

legacies from the day to day working 

man’s routes.  Those such as Stoney 

Lane and off Blowing House Lane are 

very pleasant but others are 

potentially intimidating such as the 

path leading from the Truro Road 

Park to West Hill via the rear of Kwik-

Fit with overgrown vegetation and 

minimal lighting. River Walk with its 

riverbanks, trees and historic railings 

on the south side, is a well trodden 

footpath linking Truro Road with 

Pondhu Road and has been recently 

cleared to reveal the path, railings 

and the bridge. 

 

4.2.39   Park House flats, 11 storeys 

high and to the south of Truro Road 

Park, is sited in a historic area 

adjacent to the New Bridge and has 

been built in a historic park site which 

contained the skating rink of the late 

nineteenth century. 

 

Character Area 5 – 18th and 19th 

Century Urban Expansion 

18th and 19th Century Urban 

Expansion Dominant 

Characteristics 

Railway and bus station with railway 

line cutting through northern section 

2 storey cottages and houses 

frequently built at right angles to 

main thoroughfare 

2-3 storey commercial premises – 

bank, shops and leisure facilities 

Places of Worship and assembly 

proliferate in this area – masonic hall, 

chapel, meeting house 

Buildings date from all periods with 

many architectural styles 
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Large park providing greenspace area 

with specimen trees 

Car parks and large commercial 

premises provide fragmented 

character in parts 

3 storey higher density housing 

 

4.2.40  This area is characterised by 

the increase in the commercial 

activity which followed the industrial 

expansion. This growth extends out 

from the heart of the town, extending 

the civic and commercial business 

sector with buildings of high quality 

particularly in High Cross Street, and 

the lower part of East Hill, with their 

sense of enclosure and active 

frontages, and also includes many 

religious buildings. 

 

4.2.41  There are also ranges of good 

quality Victorian and Georgian 

terraced houses, some following the 

principal roads, with others at right 

angles such as at Elm Terrace, all 

with varying architectural styles of 

the period. The railway station is at 

the North of this sector with the 

extended church yard adjacent, now 

Cemetery Park, which provides an 

attractive open green space contains 

many specimen trees with glimpses 

into the park from the road. 

 

 

18th and 19th Century urban expansion – 

Tregarne Terrace 

 

4.2.42  Within this area there are a 

number of fallow brownfield sites for 

development as well as vacant or 

little used buildings such as The Old 

Police Station site in High Cross 

Street and Zion Chapel in Lower 

Trevarthian Road.  

 

4.2.43  This area is characterised very 

much in places by the high 

architectural quality of some of its 

commercial buildings, places of 

worship and terraces of housing and 

the late 19th century railway line 

which was instrumental in the pace of 

growth of the town in a relatively 

short period of time.  

4.2.44  The railway and bus concourse 

sits high above the town with 

panoramic views across town with the 

church in mid-view. The historic “up 

line” building and railway bridge have 

been joined by a modern concourse 

and bus station which has replaced 
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the historic railway building on the 

down-line. Pedestrian routes emanate 

from the concourse to east and west 

via High Cross Street and Lower 

Trevarthian Road. The top part of 

High Cross Street takes on a different 

character from the lower part. The 

vacant police station site awaiting 

development is fronted by granite 

walls and vestige of railings set at the 

back of the pavement and which 

provides a continuation of the strong 

boundary treatment together with the 

granite walls to the Friends’ Meeting 

House burial ground diagonally 

opposite The Pentewan stone- faced 

Friends’ Meeting House is set back 

from the road but visible through the 

pair of entrance gates.  Flanking both 

sides of the street beyond and 

constricting the view are the huge 

and high retaining wall to the railway 

station on one side and the high 

granite walls to Cemetery Park on the 

other. The ‘windows’ formed in the 

granite walls in the recent 

regeneration scheme afford glimpses 

into the park and with the mature 

trees these provide additional sense 

of enclosure before the road opens 

out onto the railway/bus station 

concourse.  This is one of the earliest 

historic streets in St Austell and one 

of the former principal thoroughfares 

within the town. Now with only one-

way traffic, it is a charming mix of 

building styles, ranging from 2 and 3 

storeys to the 4 storey former 

Commercial Hotel. The materials of 

the facades vary from painted render, 

through to painted or fair-faced fine 

cut stone ashlar and fair faced 

Pentewan Stone (Sacred Place 

Bookshop).  Many of these buildings 

are well-proportioned relatively plain- 

fronted 3 storey former town houses 

with pairs of sprocketed rafters and 

steep slate roofs. There is a good 

array of shops, with a good mix of 

uses, but some are under-used or 

disused and in need of repair. Many 

are of very good quality from early in 

the 19th century containing some cob 

construction. 39 High Cross Street is 

disused with boarded up shop front.  

Despite its manmade slate roof 

(contiguous with No 41’s roof) and its 

metal windows the shop has a 

presence which would be sad to lose 

if any further deterioration occurs and 

has been identified as a building in 

poor condition. 

 

4.2.45  Duke Street has a few good 

quality shops which provide an 

irregular square however, some of 

the recent landscaping is already 

tired and unkempt and this attractive 

street warrants improvement.   
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4.2.46  St John’s Methodist church 

was built in the early 19th century and 

then later extended. It is listed Grade 

ll*, and of high quality constructed in 

granite rubble with Pentewan Ashlar 

front and has high quality 

architectural features, it is a 

landmark building to the local area. It 

sits in a group with the early 

Georgian terraced houses on Bodmin 

Road but is isolated somewhat from 

the continuity of the town by the 

over-wide entrance to Priory Car 

Park. 

 

1881 Coloured Map Bodmin Road 

 

4.2.47  Biddick’s Court, just behind 

the north side of Fore Street, has 

undergone a very successful 

streetscape improvement scheme.  

 

 

Biddick’s Court – quality new streetscape 

work 

This has served to encourage the 

variety of specialist shops and leisure 

uses in this area. These are 

predominantly 2 storey and with 

diverse architectural detail. However 

to the south of the Court the rear of 

the Fore Street premises are 

unscreened with few rear boundaries. 

They present an untidy array of 

buildings with exposed commercial 

clutter such as wheelie bins and air-

conditioning units.  

 

4.2.48  Many of the villas, cottages, 

houses, and terraces in this area, 

such as those in Elm Terrace, 

Tregarne Terrace, and Lower 

Trevarthian Road are sited near the 

railway and principal roads.  

 

4.2.49  A distinct characteristic of this 

whole area, as with many other parts 

of the town, is the many granite walls 

and piers, many with cock and hen 

copings and other coping treatments, 
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which define many of the front 

garden and side boundaries. This 

mostly applies to the dwellings but 

also to some commercial premises 

such as the former police station.   

 

4.2.50  There have been pockets and 

stretches of recent streetscape 

paving improvement with good 

quality street furniture throughout 

including Cemetery Park, High Cross 

Street and Trevarthian Road. 

 

4.2.51  The main greenscape features 

are: Cemetery Park, the gardens of 

the dwellings which provide ribbons 

of green, and the planting in the 

railway/bus station concourse. These 

are described in section 4.6. 

 

Character Area 6 - Aylmer Square 

– now principally White River 

Place and Trinity Street  

Aylmer Square with White River 

Place and Trinity Street Dominant 

Characteristics 

3-4 storey late 20th century high 

density housing near Baptist chapel 

Commercial backland to Fore Street, 

Vicarage Hill and Victoria Place 

The majority of this area is not 

included in the conservation area 

4.2.52  This area has undergone very 

recent and dramatic change with the 

opening of the new White River Place 

shopping area following the 

demolition of the 1960’s shopping 

precinct Aylmer Square. This is not 

included in the Conservation Area 

boundary, although it has strong links 

and footpaths to Fore Street to the 

North and South Street to the South. 

This is because the scale, massing 

and materials of the new 

development do not reflect the 

overall character of the Conservation 

Area. The exception is the backland 

to shops to Vicarage Hill and Victoria 

Place, which retain the historic fabric 

of the early development of St 

Austell.  

Character Area 7 –Suburban 

Residential Area 

Suburban Residential Area 

Dominant Characteristics 

High density cottages 2 storey 

clustered around Old Bridge and 

Pondhu Road 

Area served with back alleys / 

footpaths criss-crossing the western 

end 

Low density 2-3 storey villas set 

within own grounds 

Diversity of architectural type and 

age 
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Gardens of villas provide distinctive 

green character with important 

boundary features, specimen trees 

and high value shrub layer 

Primarily residential with occasional 

commercial use such as St Austell  

Brewery and commercial 

residential/nursing homes 

 

 

Suburban residential areas – off Palace Road 

 

4.2.53  The predominant style to the 

North and West of the railway station 

is one of individual villas set well back 

within their grounds with only 

glimpses of roofs, turrets and 

chimneys through the trees such as 

in Palace Road. Others are planned 

terraces such as Tremena Terrace, 

Trenance Terrace and the upper part 

of Trevarthian Road, with pairs of 

semi-detached villas on the South 

West of Truro Road. More modest 

cottages such as in the lower valley 

floor and near the Old Bridge are 2 

storey, set back in their gardens and 

with frequent back alleys. With the 

exception of a few, the majority of 

houses are terraces and cottages and 

of no consistent style in this area. 

However nearly all of the dwellings 

have low, or high stone garden walls 

and gate piers depending on the 

status of the dwelling. The gardens to 

many large villas, with their mature 

trees and gardens, provide the green 

backdrop surrounding the town, 

before the countryside beyond. 

 

4.2.54  The 19th century was a 

continuing time of prosperity and 

growth in St Austell. In the historic 

core of the town the commercial 

buildings and banks were being built 

and the population increased as the 

town became the prime town of 

Cornwall.  In tandem with this, 

terraces and cottages were being 

built and also other houses and villas 

on the outskirts of the town, and to 

the north and west of the station 

including Tremena Road and 

Trevarthian Road, together with the 

construction of the new Brewery at 

about the same time. St Austell 

Brewery is in a large site of its own.  

Founded in 1893, it is extensive with 

its high brick tower set back into the 

courtyard. The tower, with its faux-

regency style and possibly former 

slate-covered roof with lead flat and 

flagpole, is a landmark building. 
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4.2.55  To the north of the railway line 

Palace Road  including North Hill Park  

is an area with a few remaining villas 

of high quality and variety and of 

differing ages. Many have distinctive 

individual features and use 

architectural features and materials 

of high quality.  They are set well 

back from the road with their garden 

walls and piers.  Many of these villas 

are hidden in their own grounds and 

the principal contribution is 

fascinating glimpses of individual 

designs and ornate granite 

architectural detailing, with turrets 

and flamboyant pieces of decoration. 

Close by are the Victorian villas in 

Tremena Road, with good classic 

facades, set well back from the road, 

with granite piers and stone/rendered 

walls.   

 

4.2.56  Bellevue Terrace, a row of set-

back villas in the upper part of 

Bodmin Road, with their well 

landscaped gardens, contribute much 

to the upper region looking over the 

south west valley.  Behind them is 

the back lane, large and long gardens 

and remains of workshops and high 

stone walls. 

 

4.2.57  Larger Victorian houses were 

also built slightly further out, set in 

much larger landscaped grounds. 

 

4.2.58  Other houses built on the 

outer fringe of the town include those 

in Ledrah Road which are an 

attractive mix of larger houses and 

more modest type cottages which 

have smaller gardens which enable 

them and their garden walls and 

frontages to contribute well to the 

character of the area, with connecting 

footpaths to the rear of some of the 

cottages. 

 

4.2.59  The west end of Truro Road is 

flanked both sides with villas set in 

their own grounds, mostly stucco 

with moulded details, slate roofs and 

ornamental bargeboards. Their 

mature treescape, granite garden 

walls and gate piers provide a very 

strong sense of enclosure before 

opening out to the green overlooking 

Penwinnick Road. 

 

4.3 Building Types, Age, 

Architectural Detailing and 

Materials 

 

4.3.1 As A E Richardson has stated 

eloquently in his book Regional 

Architecture of the West of England, 

“…all materials used were purely 
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local…in the West Country, ….. It is 

the plain work that is of the greatest 

value, for it is free from the 

vulgarities of overcrowding…and as 

architecture it is at once direct and 

convincing”.  St Austell reflects this 

simplicity combined with a wealth of 

high quality natural materials, many 

of them local. 

 

4.3.2 In 1795 the author of a book 

on coach travel down through 

Cornwall remarked “St Austell is a 

small market town with a few good 

houses, and the rest old and 

indifferent, with very bad pavements.  

But there is a good Town Hall [now 

amalgamated into the Market House 

Building built in 1844] and a very 

ancient and capital church, the tower 

of which is very beautiful”.  He goes 

on to say that the town is “worth the 

attention of travellers and that the 

White Hart is a good house, and that 

Mr Westley [John Wesley as we now 

know him] has a chapel in this town 

and a great number of miners live 

here”.  This was a window on what 

life was like for a visitor to the late 

18th century St Austell and shows the 

significance of the quality of many of 

the buildings at that time. 

 

4.3.3 Medieval The Grade l listed 

parish church, Holy Trinity Church, is 

the oldest building in St Austell town. 

Much of the church dates from the 

13th, 14th and 15th centuries, and 

features a Norman font and other 

historic interior architectural features. 

Its 15th century tower stands high in 

the town, faced in Pentewan stone 

with figures of Jesus and the 12 

apostles, together with other motifs 

and gargoyles, granite shields, etc.  

The west end is of Pentewan stone 

and the remainder a mixture of both 

fine-grained granite and Pentewan 

stone. The Mengu (meaning 

boundary) Stone now in the church-

yard is an important piece of historic 

fabric. This probably dates from the 

early Medieval period and marks the 

boundary of the local manorial 

demesnes. 

 

4.3.4 Late 17th Century/Early 18th 

Century Structures These include 

the Manor House which, although 

altered retains much of its original 

architectural detail with string 

courses and modillions and very 

steep slate roof, and Old Bridge  with 

its granite parapets and passing 

places. 
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Manor House 17th and 18th Century 

 

4.3.5 Early Hotels and Public 

Houses are plentiful throughout the 

town. The White Hart Hotel is now a 

hotel/inn and has been since at least 

1735. It was originally built as a town 

house in the 18th century. This is a 

large Grade ll listed building faced in 

granite ashlar of a later date, and 

with many contemporary features 

including the doors and vertical 

sliding sash windows. Hand-painted 

wall paper from the White Hart dining 

room is now in the Victoria and Albert   

Museum. There is evidence on its 

north façade of having been extended 

upwards another storey at some 

stage possibly in the latter part of the 

19th century. Other public houses well 

over 200 years old include the Seven 

Stars Inn and the Queen’s Head Hotel 

both with original architectural 

features, the latter has an entrance 

porch with fluted columns and steep 

slate roof. 

 

4.3.6 Industrial  buildings include 

the remains of the 17th century 

Blowing House on the site of the later 

18th/19th century Trenance Corn Mill 

with its stone facing, arch-headed 

windows and later brick tower. There 

is possible evidence of the industrial 

and manufacturing industry buildings 

within the much altered commercial 

buildings in the valley floor near the 

New Bridge, Bridge Street and the 

bottom of West Hill.  The former 

foundry off Trenance Road / Bodmin 

Road, with its cast-iron millwheel 

intact, is granite faced, partly fair-

faced and partly painted, with slate 

roof. 

 

 

Trenance Corn Mill 18th and 19th century 

 

4.3.7 Early/Mid Georgian 18th 

Century Residential includes Nos 4 

and 5 River Walk with their steep 

slate roofs and overhanging eaves 

details and some original sash 

windows. 
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4.3.8 Late Georgian / Early 

Victorian Residential Early 19th 

Century includes the plain stucco 

faced houses in North Street 

clustered around what is now North 

Street Car Park. Elm Terrace has 

distinctly high quality joinery in the 

windows many of which have been 

retained in their original form.  

 

 

Elm Terrace early 19th century 

 

4.3.9 Late Georgian / Early 

Victorian Commercial Early 19th 

Century include the buildings at the 

east end of Fore Street  nearer the 

church, with their ornate stucco 

frontages with pilasters and hood 

mouldings, sliding sash windows 

(many arch-headed), some gables,  

and slate roofs often with parapets. 

There are some early ornate shop 

fronts such as to 5-7 Fore Street, 6 

Victoria Place, and 1 Market Street 

with its stucco walls and overhanging 

dentilled eaves detail. 

 

4.3.10 Places of Worship from 

Early To Late 19th Century.  These 

include the simple Pentewan stone 

faced Grade ll listed Friends’ Meeting 

House dating from 1829 to the Zion 

Chapel in Lower Trevarthian Road, 

with its fair faced masonry and 

granite details. Together with the 

stone and slated St John’s Methodist 

Church (Grade ll* listed) and the 

Baptist Chapel with its porphry west 

front - all were very large and 

capable of taking a large number of 

worshippers.  There is a rich quality 

and diversity of the architectural 

façade treatment to these buildings.  

 

4.3.11  Late 18th and Early 19th 

Century Residential include the 

simple terraces such as in Woodland 

Row with its granite and killas walls 

with slate roofs, and the larger 

cottage opposite, 9 Grove Road, 

possibly a former farmhouse, with 

rendered uncoursed masonry and 

slate roof; modest 2 storey cottages 

in Pondhu Road and the northern part 

of Ledrah Road with stone facing, 

sometimes with slate hanging, and 

with slate roofs. Large and high 

quality villas- single or in terraces or 

in pairs,  such as those in the 

southerly  part of Ledrah Road,  Truro 

Road beyond New Bridge, Bodmin 

Road and Tremena Road are 
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principally stucco with ornamental 

detail to window and door surrounds, 

with decorative bands and 

architectural mouldings, slated roofs, 

many with ornamental ridges and 

bargeboards. 

 

4.3.12  Early To Late Victorian Mid-

Late 19th Century Civic and 

Commercial include the Market 

House built in 1844, with a granite 

Italianate neo- classical granite 

facade and the brick and timber 

railway station “ up-line” building and 

cast-iron pedestrian bridge at the 

station together with the brick signal 

box. 

 

 

Fore Street early to late 19th century 

 

4.3.13  Late Victorian and 

Edwardian Commercial and Civic 

Buildings surround the church and 

reflect St Austell’s importance in 

Cornwall in the early-to-late 19th and 

first half of the 20th centuries.  The 

former Devon and Cornwall Bank with 

its vermiculated Pentewan stone 

detail and high quality ashlar, and the 

Red Bank (NatWest bank) in High 

Cross Street were designed by 

Silvanus Trevail. The former Cornwall 

Bank, also in High Cross Street is 

now occupied by Lloyds TSB. The 

architectural richness of these 

buildings is very high.  The former 

West of England China Clay Head 

Office in the same street (now the 

Station night club) is constructed in 

fair faced stone dressings with red 

brick.  Other principal buildings of 

this period include the Assembly 

Rooms on the Truro Road, designed 

by Silvanus Trevail and capable of 

accommodating a large number of 

people in its heyday.  The façade is of 

large blocks of ashlar granite with 

rusticated coursing and arch-headed 

windows. The Liberal Club at the west 

end of Fore Street, has a red and 

white brick façade and Portland stone 

dressings and string courses, now 

with shop fronts but maintaining 

some of the original architecture at 

ground level. The Masonic Hall, 

dating from 1880 and occupying a 

prominent place on South Street, is 

faced in granite with neo-classic 

detailing. 
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Former Devon and Cornwall Bank late 19th 

century 

 

4.3.14  Late 19th Century 

Residential. Imported brick has 

been used for decorative terraces 

such as Pondhu Cottages. The 

Moorland Road terraces were built 

over a few phases in the space of a 

decade or so.  The quality of these 

terraces in materials and design were 

very good with Pentewan stone walls, 

brick dressings and sash windows. In 

North Street, Palace Road and off 

Trevarthian Road the grander villas 

are set well back from the road, with 

granite boundary walls and piers. 

Many of these have fine detailing, 

more flamboyant, sometimes 

Italianate styles including turrets, 

decorative slate hanging and 

ornamental features which contribute 

greatly to the diversity of style to be 

found in these areas. Tremena Road 

consists of large high quality villas 

with stucco facades and ornamental 

detailing to surrounds, set high up in 

their grounds. Tregarne Terrace is of 

very good quality workmanship and 

materials, with its honey coloured 

masonry with sectional mullioned 

bays and monolithic stone-mullioned 

windows to the first floor and pitched 

dormers in the slated roofs. 

 

 

Moorland Road late 19th century 

 

4.3.15  20th Century Residential.  

By the mid-20th century stand –alone 

small blocks of flats were introduced 

on a modest scale, three storeys high 

and contemporary with the period. 

Examples of these are in Moorland 

Road and off Blowing House Lane. 

They are symmetrical with a central 

main entrance and flats either side on 

each floor. The construction is of 

rendered brick or block work walls, 

with tiled roofs, concrete surrounds 

to the windows and a cantilevered 

concrete canopy over the entrance 

door.  These would have appeared to 

be a County house-style for the area 

as there are similar blocks of flats in 



56 
 

nearby Par.  Later 20th century 

housing of low and high density have 

been principally constructed of 

blockwork, rendered and painted. 

These include the late 20th century 

Grenville Court on West Hill, a 3 and 

4 storey apartment block with flat 

roof, rendered walls with tiled feature 

panels and a gated entrance into a 

central open courtyard.  

 

Moorland Road mid 20th century 

None of the materials or the design 

follows the local vernacular. The 11 

storey Park House block of flats is the 

only high-rise building in the whole of 

Cornwall. It has been updated with 

newer windows and recent 

contemporary decoration. 

 

4.3.16  20th Century Commercial 

and Industrial.  The 20th century 

proliferation of basic steel framed 

industrial units and the grey calcium 

silicate brickwork of the Cooperative 

supermarket in the valley floor and 

off West Hill are what is to be 

expected in an industrial/commercial 

sub-district off the town centre.  

Some of the industrial buildings 

possibly occupy sites of 

archaeological potential or 

incorporate parts of older industrial 

buildings. Later 20th century buildings 

such as Treleave House, Cornwall 

House and Learn Direct, off East Hill 

and South Street, have a diversity of 

styles which do not complement the 

traditional materials and style of the 

town. Other buildings of this period 

are interspersed amongst the 

shopping quarters such as the former 

Woolworths’ building, now Poundland, 

and the adjacent group of shops set 

back from the road – incorporating 

Clark’s Shoe shop. There has been no 

attempt to follow the grain and scale, 

or materials, of the prevailing 

character of the historic Fore Street. 

 

Building Materials   

 

Walls and roofs 

4.3.17  The charm of many of the 

buildings in St Austell of every size 

and type is because they are very 

often constructed with the local 

natural materials (and with some 

later imported from farther afield).   

Buildings with a high proportion of 

natural materials contribute greatly 

to the strength of the town’s 

character.   
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4.3.18  The materials for construction 

of many of the buildings, both small 

residential to large commercial or 

places of worship are granite and 

Pentewan stone, as dressed stone 

and ashlar, together with random 

rubble stonework, also using 

slatestone killas, and what is known 

as moor or freestone, together with 

other selected decorative stones, 

such as Porphry, Ashburton marble 

and Portland stone on some of the 

prominent buildings.  The Liberal Club 

building is of local Luxulyan Granite, 

imported limestone (Portland Stone) 

and with red and cream brick. 

 

4.3.19  The local Pentewan stone is an 

excellent stone for carving, and with 

its mix of yellowy ochres and pink 

gives a light translucency and warmth 

to the buildings.  

 

Pentewan Stone –detail 

 

 

Pentewan Stone ashlar with Vermiculated 

detail – Devon and Cornwall Bank 

This is exhibited by the terraced 

houses in Moorland Road, the Friends’ 

Meeting House in High Cross Street 

and the richly carved tower of Holy 

Trinity Church. 

 

4.3.20  The local granite, Carn Grey 

and Luxulyan granites are also used 

to great effect on the ‘grander’ 

buildings such as the Holy Trinity 

Church, the Masonic Hall, the Devon 

and Cornwall Bank, with its rusticated 

coursing with vermiculated ashlar 

stones.   Large and modest buildings 

are faced with granite, with some 

more latterly painted granite, such as 

those in High Cross Street - the 

former Commercial Hotel next to the 

Lloyds’ TSB building.  There are 

examples of cob being used in the 

more modest earlier buildings. 

    The use of the granite and 

slatestone killas is also prevalent in 

the boundary walls throughout the 

town including cottage garden walls, 
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churchyard walls, park walls and 

houses and cottages.   

 

4.3.21  Porphry from Tremore quarry 

with its pinkish hue is used for special 

architectural features such as the 

principal façade to the Baptist Chapel. 

 

4.3.22  The 1899 Trenance viaduct is 

of Luxulyan Granite and the older 

disused Brunel Viaduct of 1859 is 

built of the immediately local stone - 

very likely from the quarry 

immediately behind and to the west 

of the viaduct. 

 

4.3.23  The Market House, built in 

1844, is constructed of ashlar, with 

rusticated quoins and stone coursing, 

with decorative stone corbelling to 

the eaves.  This is built in the paler 

type of local granite – Carn Grey 

which is a “finer” type of granite and 

therefore more expensive and used 

for high quality work and much used 

in St Austell town. 

 

4.3.24  With the advent of the railway 

from 1859 onwards other materials 

were brought from farther afield.   

The railway brought brick for 

chimneys, door and window dressings 

to heads and reveals, and some 

boundary walls, and for terraces of 

houses such as and Pondhu Cottages. 

In addition the red terracotta/brick 

for what is now known as the Red 

Bank (built in 1898) came from 

Ruabon in north Wales.  Portland 

Stone and brick was also brought 

from further afield for the Liberal 

Club in Fore Street (now known as 

the Thin End).  Ashburton (or 

possibly Plymouth) marble is used for 

the columns for the former Devon 

and Cornwall Bank (now Head Office 

of Stephen and Scown, Solicitors). 

 

4.3.25  Natural slate for the roofs 

were predominantly from the 

Delabole Quarry in North Cornwall, 

roofs finished with clay ridges and 

traditionally hips were close mitred, 

often plain grey clay for earlier roofs 

and terracotta from the 19th century 

onwards, with close ridges and eaves 

(the latter due to climate) but 

sometimes deeper decorative eaves 

on some grander buildings, such as 

the Market House. The roof slopes of 

much of the historic core of the town 

are visible from all parts of the town, 

looking particularly from the north 

from the railway station, viewed 

across the valley east to west, as well 

as from the south.  

 

4.3.26 As well as the fair faced 

natural materials many facades are 

finished with painted stucco and lime 
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rendering.  Together with their 

moulded plaster/stucco features 

these materials and finishes 

contribute greatly to the texture of 

the town.   The use of moulded 

architectural features, including 

decorative swags, elaborate and plain 

string coursing and gables, give a 

depth to the façades, contributing 

liveliness and interest.   Some 

buildings are finished with 

cementitious rendering with 

decorative panels such as the 

decorative tile hanging on the late 

20th century Grenville Court in West 

Hill, but this is not prevalent or of the 

local vernacular. 

 
Architectural Details  

4.3.26  Architectural details such as 

chimneys, window sills and lintels to 

door and window openings add much 

to the character of the buildings and 

the texture of the town. 

Chimneys 

4.3.27  There is a wide variety of 

chimneys in the town. Many of the 

chimneys, particularly those on 

residential dwellings, are of red brick 

with corbelled details and cappings, 

most with lead flashings and some 

with slate droppers. In Tregarne 

Terrace chimneys have cream bricks. 

Some other chimneys are of dressed 

stone, sometimes granite, as can be 

seen on the grander buildings like 8 

Eastbourne Road and in particular the 

towering chimney on Tregonissey 

House in Market Street. Some stone 

chimneys are dressed with brick 

quoins. Chimneys are also rendered 

with stucco, with projecting corbels, 

cornices and bandings, and painted, 

such as the villas in Tremena Road 

and Truro Road. Chimney pots are 

sometimes biscuit coloured on earlier 

buildings but the predominant 

material is that of terracotta colour 

clay. 

Window Sills 

4.3.28  There is a wide variety of sill 

treatment to buildings. Modest 

dwellings and some commercial 

buildings have slate sills such as 

those in Moorland Road and Vicarage 

Hill. Some slate is thicker single slab, 

others very thin single slate and 

infrequently double layer sandwiched 

with mortar although the latter is a 

more modern treatment.  Although 

occasionally the slate is painted this 

is not the usual treatment and slate 

sills should be left undecorated. Built 

up and rendered window sills are 

common, and usually painted, such 

as at 12 Lower Trevarthian Road and 



60 
 

many other buildings finished with 

stucco. On grander buildings, 

particularly civic and commercial, the 

use of stooled stone cills, often 

granite, prevails. Infrequently timber 

is used traditionally and usually in 

conjunction with timber framed 

facades. Other sill types such as 

concrete are not traditional.   

Lintels 

4.3.29  The treatment over window 

and door openings varies 

considerably. On grander civic and 

commercial buildings cut stone lintels 

(frequently granite) prevail, with 

granite keystones, voussoirs and 

labels. On more modest 19th Century 

buildings, segmented brick arches 

prevail, often in association with brick 

dressings to window reveals. Some 

ornate decorative brick lintels occur 

such as corbelled and moulded brick 

soldier lintels such as at Lower East 

Hill and others incorporate decorative 

motifs such as those on cottages in 

Pondhu Road near the Old Bridge. On 

stucco facades the stucco covers 

timber lintels which are not intended 

to be visible. On many commercial 

buildings such as those in Fore Street 

and Church Street the ornamental 

stucco covering to lintels is heavy and 

very decorative. 

Rainwater goods 

 

4.3.30  Cast-iron rainwater goods, 

both half-round and ogee, with 

corresponding downpipes is prevalent 

on the older buildings, some upvc 

replacements have eroded character. 

 

Traditional joinery - Windows and 

Doors 

 

4.3.31  Timber is used for traditional 

joinery on historic buildings- windows 

and doors, and dormers, on modest 

and grander buildings. Traditional 

windows to dwellings, commercial 

and civic builidings, and places of 

worship, are frequently sliding sash 

windows and also often side hung 

casements particularly on modest 

dwellings. The arrangement of panes 

is  frequently 6 over 6 and 8 over 8 

and some buildings have more ornate 

glazing bar arrangements such as in 

the upper storeys to Victoria Place 

and High Cross Street. Bay windows 

to dwellings, such as in Tregarne 

Terrace, are of timber set in stone 

surrounds. Oriel windows above 

shopfronts in Fore Street, for 

example, are in timber with ornate 

detail. Doors to residential dwellings 

are 6 panel timbers for earlier period 

doors (Georgian) and 4 panel for 

Victorian and Edwardian with 
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variations of high quality timber 

doors, frequently with panelling, to 

civic and commercial buildings. 

 

Boundary Walls, Copings, Piers, 

Gates and Railings. 

 

4.3.32  Much of the historic core and 

the extended Conservation Area is 

also characterised by the quality of 

the boundary walls, from coursed 

granite to random rubble masonry 

they are often capped with good 

quality granite copings and capstones 

of varying styles.  There are high 

quality granite gate piers including 

those on North Street and Tremena 

Road, Truro Road and Palace Road, 

with monolithic granite piers to the 

entrance to each dwelling.  This 

variety and quality is something to be 

valued and cherished and they add 

much to the character of the 

streetscape. 

 

 

Low granite walls with granite copings 

 

4.3.33  The low simple brick and 

facing blocks boundary walls such as 

at the higher villa houses to the north 

side of Bodmin Road, and also 

Moorland Road, give an understated 

quality and rhythm to the streetscape 

which would be much the poorer 

without them. 

 

 

High quality piers and lamps in North Street 

 

4.3.34  On a grander scale granite is 

used to great effect in the churchyard 

walls in Church Street, the walls to 

Cemetery Park in High Cross Street,  

the huge retaining walls to the bus 

and railway station (capped with 

engineering brick) and the walls to 

the Quaker Meeting House burial 

ground.   
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Garden Walls North Street 

 

    There is also very good use of 

high quality cast-iron, and wrought 

iron, gates and railings throughout 

the historic core such as the 

churchyard, Trevarthian Road and 

Market Hill and good quality 

contemporary use of wrought iron 

and other metals in Cemetery Park, 

Biddick’s Court and the little pocket 

park off West Hill/Trinity Street 

 

 

Higher Trevarthian Road 

 

4.4 Listed Buildings, Scheduled 

Ancient Monuments and 

Important Unlisted Buildings of 

Merit (see maps Nos 2 and 4) 

4.4.1 There are 49 listed buildings 

and structures within the 

Conservation Area and one scheduled 

ancient monument which is also a 

listed structure grade ll- the wayside 

Latin cross in Holy Trinity churchyard 

which was originally sited elsewhere.  

 

Latin Cross – Churchyard 

 

The number of listed buildings can 

vary and the register of listings is 

regularly updated, to add buildings 

for listing and occasionally to remove 

them.  

 

 

White Hart Hotel 

 



63 
 

4.4.2 The grading categories as 

defined by English Heritage are: 

Grade l – building of outstanding 

architectural or historical interest 

(2.5% of the total listed) 

Grade ll*- particularly significant 

buildings of more than local interest 

(about 5% of the total listed) 

Grade ll- buildings of special 

architectural or historic interest 

(about 92% of total listed) - the 

majority of listed buildings are in this 

grade. 

 

 

St John’s Methodist Church 

 

There is one grade l building- Holy 

Trinity Church and three grade ll* 

buildings- the Market House, the 

Manor House and St John’s Methodist 

Church. 

There is a good variety of buildings 

and structures contained within the 

list including two bridges, three inns 

and hotels (and two former 

hotels/public houses), three places of 

worship, a library, a bank, buildings 

containing shops, dwellings of 

different types, a corn mill, a drinking 

fountain outside the church together 

with the cross within the churchyard, 

and the 1882 railway station building 

and pedestrian bridge. 

 

 

12a and 12b Fore Street 

 

    A list of these buildings is 

contained within Appendix ll. 

 

4.4.3 Within the Conservation Area 

there are a number of buildings, or 

groups of buildings, which contribute 

greatly to the character and the 

appearance of the Conservation Area 

and are shown on Map No 2.   Many 

of these buildings have been 

identified to ensure their historic 

value and interest is not lost, with the 

aim of encouraging any alterations to 

be sensitive to their character.  It is 

to be noted that other buildings may 

not have been included here and it is 

not to be inferred that because a 
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building is not mentioned that it does 

not have merits. 

 

Former Saw Mill below viaduct 

 

All these have been selected for the 

positive contribution they make to 

the streetscape and local character. 

 

 

Former Liberal Club, Fore Street 

4.4.4 Some of these buildings, or 

groups, may be worthy of being 

regarded as local buildings of historic 

or architectural interest. These are 

shown on Map No 2, and are the 

following: 

• Zion Chapel in Lower Trevarthian 

Road  

• Baptist Chapel off Trinity Street 

• Moorland Road Cottages (designed 

by Silvanus Trevail) 

• The Liberal Club Building, Fore 

Street (The Thin End) (designed by 

Silvanus Trevail).  

• The Devon and Cornwall Bank, 

High Cross Street 

• The Post Office, High Cross Street 

• The Old Saw Mill, Bodmin Road 

• The former foundry group off 

Trenance Road / Bodmin Road with 

cast-iron water wheel 

• The Assembly Rooms (designed by 

Silvanus Trevail) 

• Woodland Row an example of 

workers’ cottages 

 

 

Woodland Row Grove Road 

• Tregarne Terrace (designed by 

Silvanus Trevail) 

• Chimney (residual) in garden rear 

of No. 8 Trenance Road 

• Pondhu Road – Pondhu Cottages 

(designed by Silvanus Trevail) 

 



65 
 

 

Pondhu Cottages, Pondhu Road 

 

• Trams Mill (former clay store) 

• Surviving Victorian Villas on Palace 

Road – No’s 5 and 6 

• Former Hicks’ Brewery building, 

Tregonissey House, Market Street 

• Masonic Hall, South Street 

• Fountain House, East Hill 

4.5 Negative and Neutral 

buildings 

4.5.1 This appraisal identified several 

buildings which, because of their 

design and position, have a negative 

or neutral contribution to the 

streetscape.  Some of these are 

shown on Map No 3. 

 

4.5.2 Neutral Buildings include:  

Holy Trinity Church Hall, Stephen and 

Scown small brick office at the top of 

Church Lane, Learn Direct building on 

corner of Duke Street and South 

Street, Cornwall House on South 

Street, Boots building in Fore Street, 

Kwik-Fit on West Hill, Doctor’s 

surgery in Bridge Street and The 

Sycamores Housing Scheme off 

Lower Trevarthian Road. 

 

4.5.3 Negative Buildings include: 

Co-operative Supermarket – West 

Hill, Unite Building – Lower 

Trevarthian Road, Public 

Conveniences – Market Hill. These 

have been particularly identified as 

buildings which do not reflect in 

design, scale, proportions or 

materials the quality of the prevailing 

character of the surrounding buildings 

in the Conservation Area. These 

buildings are shown on Map No 3. 

 

4.6 Parks, Greenspace and 

Trees (see map No. 5) 

4.6.1 Greenspace in St Austell makes 

a unique contribution to the area’s 

character and is found in a variety of 

settings interspersed with the built 

environment.  A mature treescape 

also figures significantly in shaping 

many parts of the town’s skyline.  

Together these elements create an 

important resonance between urban 

and rural, with the surrounding 

suburban greenbelt and countryside 

beyond framed in many views around 

the town.   Urban greenery is also 

important in that it can form gaps 

within intrusive development, and so 
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prevent the merging of settlements.  

Consequently it allows different areas 

of townscape to maintain their 

separate identities, and therefore 

needs to be protected. 

 

4.6.2 Most Planning Policy Guidance 

(PPGs) has now been superseded by 

the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) which uses the 

values-based catch-all designation - 

‘Local Greenspace’.  This is used to 

specify greenspaces of value that 

are: ‘In reasonably close proximity to 

a community’ or ‘hold a particular 

local significance to a community.’  

However, as many of the PPG 

greenspace types are part of the 

evidence base for many local 

authority core strategies, they are 

still material considerations in 

planning decisions until they 

formulate their own policy on 

greenspace.  Therefore, the 

greenspace sub-habitat typology 

used below is still based on Planning 

Policy Guidance 17: Planning for 

Open Space, Sport and Recreation 

(2002).  For ease of summarisation 

some have been grouped together 

e.g. public parks and outdoor sports 

and recreation facilities.  Greenspace 

types to be found in the conservation 

area include:  

•    Public urban parks - including 

their attendant treescape, outdoor 

sports and   recreation facilities 

and pocket parks. 

• Green corridors – including linear 

greenspace along rights of way, 

cycle routes, river banks and 

hedges. 

• Areas of civic street trees, shrub 

massing and planters. 

• Suburban treescape and domestic 

gardens. 

Areas of parks, greenspace and trees 

are shown in Map No. 5. 

 

Public Parks 

 

4.6.3 The town’s parks with their 

trees make a significant contribution 

to the character of St Austell and 

provide important facilities for the 

town.  St Austell has two public parks 

within the Conservation Area.  They 

were renovated in an extensive 

regeneration programme in 2009, as 

part of a £3.7 million Civic Pride 

Scheme from the Objective One 

Programme for Cornwall.  

 

4.6.4 Starting from the northern end 

of the Conservation Area Cemetery 

Park is situated close to the centre of 

town and runs downslope alongside 

High Cross Street.  It acts as a 

thoroughfare as well as a destination, 
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so the visitor can access the park 

from the railway station end and 

either walk through its length coming 

out lower down on High Cross Street 

or cut across the park and exit out at 

its southern margin at Beech Road. It 

was originally opened in 1733 as an 

annex cemetery for the Holy Trinity 

churchyard and became disused in 

the late 19th century when Watering 

Hill Cemetery was opened. Its 

present day design was completed in 

2009. 

 

4.6.5 The park offers a very different 

greenspace experience from the 

other parks in the town.  Here the 

recreational equipment is absent; 

instead it offers a reflective place for 

the visitor with its walled surround, 

its tree and shrub plantings on its 

edges and within - and the 

gravestones.  All the gravestones 

have been relocated to occupy the 

rim of the park.  They stand sentinel-

like in serried ranks as silent 

witnesses to the generations of times 

past.  From their edge positions of 

rest they face into the centre of the 

park to a stainless steel sundial. 

 

 

Cemetery Park 

 

4.6.6 Groups of trees and shrubs 

alternate with areas of grass within 

the park and provide a setting for a 

significant treescape within the centre 

of St Austell.  In spring hardy 

cyclamen and daffodils flower as 

drifts running under and around the 

trees.  The park offers both enclosure 

and rewarding glimpsed views of the 

surrounding townscape and borrowed 

landscape beyond.  From its topmost 

end there is an immediate view of the 

rail and bus station with its bustle 

and life, and then filtered through the 

trees, the view lengthens to include 

old china clay spoil heaps (now 

greened) in the distance.  On its 

south edge is a street line view of 

Beech Road framed by a new avenue 

planting of small deciduous trees. 

 

4.6.7 Instead of demolishing the 

boundary wall visual permeability has 

been achieved by reducing the wall in 

places to create periodic ‘windows’, 
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which are in filled with sections of 

railing.   

 

 

Cemetery Park 

 

This clever compromise allows the 

prevailing granite texture of the wall 

to remain, gives added opportunity 

for artistic ironwork installation, and 

sight lines to be created in and out of 

the park from the road, which is 

important for the security of the 

visitor. 

The outside world can be seen, if 

chosen, but its noise is reduced so 

that many of the passive attributes of 

a well-designed public greenspace are 

experienced – solitude as well a place 

to meet others, memories, and 

histories.  The presence of all these 

elements makes the whole park work 

as a strongly designed space able to 

offer a high level of visitor 

satisfaction in all the seasons.  

4.6.8 Truro Road Park or ‘The Park’ 

is located between Truro Road and 

West Hill just south west of the White 

River Shopping Centre in the Vinnick 

River valley.   Having been a skating 

rink in the late 19th century it was re-

designed in 1920 as a 

complementary gateway to the town 

with its trees and shrubberies, and 

sinuous pathway leading the eye 

from the approach road to the 

pavilion, the focal point of the park. 

Its main amenity theme then was for 

people to sit and promenade, but 

since its renovation in 2009 a formal 

children’s play area, exercise 

machinery and basketball court has 

extended its facilities making it a 

recreational local park. 

 

 

Truro Park Road 

4.6.9  The park faces south and sits 

in an amphitheatre-like bowl, the 

trees and shrubs mainly occupying 

the periphery, and grass areas 

dissected by its curving path network. 

A granite wall runs down its margin 
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alongside Truro Road.  There is no 

statuary but there is a stone 

memorial, which dedicates the park 

to: “The memory of Rosemary 

Cobbold Sawle for her many bequests 

to the people of St Austell.”  

 

4.6.10  The park’s attractions are 

more limited in scale than the other 

town parks and it would, therefore, 

appear to have a more local than 

wider district appeal.  Nevertheless 

the park is in good order and its 

greenery and treescape provides 

important relief to the traffic on 

nearby Truro Road, and the 

surrounding built up areas of 

commercial and retail development. 

 

4.6.11  Holy Trinity Churchyard, 

although not a public park in 

designation, does however function 

as a pocket park through habit of 

public usage, being used both as a 

thoroughfare and as a destination.  In 

reality it is the curtilage area of the 

church, and is a small circular area 

made up of grass, gravel pathways 

and a fairly random planting of trees 

and shrubs, which follow the edge of 

the elevated circular round of the 

churchyard.   

 

4.6.12  Its assemblage of trees plays 

an important part in the immediate 

streetscape by intensifying the sense 

of tight enclosure and verticality by 

their enhanced and constrained 

position on top of the elevated round 

of the churchyard.  The vertical 

tracery of trunks and stems, the dark 

all season evergreen tones all vie 

with the tall frontage of the tightly 

knit surround of old buildings for a 

space in the sky.  Out reaching them 

all is the honey-coloured stonework 

of the church and its tower with its 

own tracery of windows, shields and 

grotesques adding its details to the 

scene.  A beautiful golden glow is 

added to the setting when the sun 

catches the stonework of the tower. 

The treescape is also important when 

viewed from other parts of the town. 

 

Holy Trinity Churchyard 

4.6.13  There are some benches in the 

churchyard and an access point for 

the disabled visitor opposite the 

Market House.  The churchyard offers 

an important area of calm and nearby 

nature in what is a busy commercial 

and retail quarter, the trees and its 
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elevated position filtering out the 

traffic noise.  It is also important as it 

is the last area of greenery for the 

pedestrian to visit in the town when 

walking due south, before arriving at 

Truro Road Park. 

Green Corridors   

4.6.14  Two main path networks run 

through the industrial river valley 

area. Together they form a 

fragmented ribbon of informal linear 

greenspace.  They are: 

•   The path following the St Austell 

River from White River Bridge  

near the roundabout at Penwinnick 

Road (where it is sign posted as a 

public footpath), which threads its 

way behind Moorland Road.  One 

section then crosses over the river 

to Pondhu Road and the other 

section emerges near the 

Pentewan Railway Clay Cellars at 

West Hill car park.  Much of the 

path here is made up of compacted 

earth and overshadowed by trees, 

with a mixture of scrub, ground 

vegetation and chain link fencing 

forming its edges.  A tract of it 

picks up again as ‘The River Walk’, 

which follows the river bank from 

the Old Bridge at West Hill 

emerging out at Truro Road.  This 

is the most formalised pathway 

with a bitmac surface and iron 

railings on its riverbank margin 

and a mix of suburban villa 

driveways, garden stone walls and 

shrubs on the other.  Mature trees 

growing out from the villa gardens 

overhang the walk. 

 

Footpath along river bank 

 

•   The path that starts from West 

Hill and runs behind ‘Kwik-Fit’ and 

Park House to emerge in The Park.  

It then carries on from Truro Road 

to emerge in Blowing House Lane.  

In parts it follows old boundary 

walls; often the only standing 

remains of past industrial usage 

that now merely frame 20th and 

21st century commercial property 

replacements.   

 

River Walk 
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Most of it has a bitmac surface its 

edges bordered by a mix of 

random rubble walls and Cornish 

stone hedge-type boundaries.  In 

some parts the path network is 

shrouded in dense ground 

vegetation and overhanging 

sycamore trees. 

 

4.6.15  The Sustrans National Cycle 

Route 3 – ‘The Cornish Way’ – which 

extends from Bude to Land’s End, 

runs through St Austell, but for most 

of its route through the town uses the 

A390 main road system.  There is a 

very short section, which is traffic 

free on East Hill, constructed with a 

paved surface, shrub and railing 

margins and a way marking 

sculpture.  However, it exists in 

isolation the main traffic free braids 

being located from St Austell to 

Pentewan and Mevagissey in the 

south and north of the town lies 

Sustrans National Cycle Route 2 - the 

‘Clay Trail’.  This runs from the Eden 

Project via Wheal Martyn, through 

the St Austell river valley to connect 

with the Menacuddle Lane. 

 

Civic Planting - Shrub Massing, 

Street Trees and Planters 

 

4.6.16  Recent streetscape planting in 

the public realm includes: 

•   A group of young standards near 

the new railway station building 

and a sequence of shrub plantings, 

with some young standards, 

following the curve of the turning 

circle in the bus station area.  As 

they mature the trees should 

create a treescape link between 

the mature tree assemblages in 

Cemetery Park and the extensive 

tree and mature shrub massing 

that constitute the villa gardens in 

North Hill Park.  The plantings will 

also eventually break up the 

extensive use of hard landscape in 

the bus station.  

•   Five young standards have been 

planted in the plaza area in 

Biddick’s Court behind Fore Street.  

They have been planted up with 

filigreed ironwork tree guards, 

which make good use of tree 

protection as an opportunity to add 

a sculptural form to the 

streetscape. 

•   The Western Gateway and 

west end of Fore Street is an area 

dominated by road junctions and 

traffic and has very minimal planting.  

Some good quality paving and 

seating has been constructed on the 

Trinity Street - Truro Road 

intersection.  A standard tree has also 

been planted and a mural painted as 

a backdrop on the gable end of No. 9 



72 
 

Truro Road to add interest and 

colour.  On the Truro Road–Bodmin 

Road intersection there is a small 

grouping of low level shrubs, and 

either side of the entry point to Fore 

Street.  This is currently being 

improved by the provision of trees at 

the western end and planting in 

containers in Fore Street including 

some of the passages off it.  Whilst 

these are being put in place the 

prevailing ambience in this part of the 

town is dominated by traffic and the 

hard surfaces of pavements, roads 

and buildings. 

 

Suburban Treescape and 

Domestic Gardens 

 

4.6.17  St Austell is blessed with a 

rich treescape.  The town has many 

surviving 19th century suburban villas 

many of which still retain mature 

ornamental evergreen and deciduous 

garden trees.  Situated on the higher 

slopes surrounding the town they 

form a lush backdrop of focal points, 

groups and layers to many of the 

town’s views, and so make an 

important contribution to the area’s 

character.  

 

4.6.18  The main areas of suburban 

residential development with 

important treescapes are: 

•   North Hill Park and Palace Road - 

This area can be viewed from the 

railway and bus station area and 

consists of a mix of mature 

ornamental deciduous and 

evergreen specimens creating 

layers of colour, diverse texture 

and all year interest.  Densely 

packed with mature shrubs they 

often obscure the large suburban 

villas that lie within with just 

rooftops and the occasional 

Victorian glass observation turret 

protruding through. As a group 

these trees add visually to the 

vertical scale of the townscape, 

and beautifully frame the railway 

station area.  

 

 

Treescape to villas around railway station 

 

They also form a green layer in the 

wider landscape when looking 

towards the china clay district.  
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•  Bodmin Road – The 19th century 

villa gardens on the east side of 

Bodmin Road have a number of 

mature deciduous and evergreen 

trees and shrubs typical of their 

period, which make an important 

contribution to the skyline, and as 

a backdrop for the old industrial 

neighbourhood of Trenance Road. 

 

 

Villa gardens –Bodmin Road 

 

•   Truro Road and River Walk – 

Truro Road and River Walk is a 

large expanse of intermittent 

treescape made up of many old 

villa gardens, some with their 

original houses.  Other gardens 

have since been divided up into 

smaller garden areas in-filled with 

20th century suburban housing.  

However, many mature evergreen 

and deciduous trees and shrubs 

still remain, particularly on garden 

boundaries.  Where the older villa 

gardens remain intact the dense 

massing of trees and shrubs, along 

with their imposing gateways and 

meandering drives allow for only 

occasional glimpses of the houses 

from the roadside. 

4.6.19  In other parts of the town 

some domestic gardens reveal 

carefully tended food growing plots, 

with raised beds and disciplined crop 

rotations of roots leaves and fruits, 

sometimes accompanied with chicken 

pens.  Their husbandry points to an 

emerging interest in sustainable food 

growing – a future direction of both 

domestic and civic land in urban 

spaces. 

 

 

Fruit and Vegetable growing 
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4.7 Public Realm  

Street Surfacing / Paving  

4.7.1 There are many areas of 

original granite slabs, and granite 

setts / paving with granite 

channels/guttering near the historic 

core, particularly around the Church, 

in Church Street, the Queen’s Head 

Hotel, Market Street, and Trevarthian 

Road.   

 

Historic Charlestown Foundry Cast iron Cover 

Original cast iron foundry items e.g. 

manhole covers and gulleys, 

particularly those of Charlestown 

Foundry can be found set within 

original paving. 

 

Granite paving near Stoney Lane  

 

4.7.2 A lot of recent work has been 

carried out to the surfacing to the 

historic core, Fore Street and 

immediate environs, some of it more 

latterly in the passageways off Fore 

Street, Biddick’s Court, Lower 

Trevarthian Road, Market Street, 

High Cross Street and Church Street.   

The quality of the street landscaping 

using granite and high quality “art 

metal” posts and chains delineating 

areas contribute well to the 

streetscape.  The combination of 

older and newer good quality paving 

materials marries well such as in 

Market Street. 

 

4.7.3 The alterations to the surfacing 

in Fore Street and adjacent 

passageways recently completed will 

bring more cohesion to this historic 

street, and will assist with 

strengthening the street’s character 
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and reinforce its importance in the 

town.   

Street Furniture 

4.7.4 The new wrought iron tree 

guards, together with the artist 

blacksmith type bollards and chains 

in Biddick’s Court are a good 

benchmark of quality.   There are 

good examples of street furniture 

seating such as in Church Street, 

Cemetery Park and Fore Street. 

 

Street Lighting and Lighting on 

Buildings 

 

4.7.5 Examples of good street 

lighting are those in River Walk and 

Church Street and High Cross Street.   

There are also plans for new lighting 

in Fore Street. 

Signage on Buildings 

4.7.6 There is a huge variety of 

shop-front signage in St Austell, 

some of which is good quality, such 

as those on Stag Inn off Victoria 

Place, the Walker Fish Restaurant in 

Truro Road, the Liddicoat Sanderson 

and Potter estate agents in Victoria 

Place, the Station night club, and 

Market House. 

Shop front signage, which is well 

designed and executed from high 

quality materials, contribute to the 

character of the area for example 

that of Alias Smith in Duke Street and 

William Hill in Fore Street. Other 

signage to commercial premises is 

sometimes inappropriately placed on 

the building, not respecting the 

architectural features and poor in 

quality. Generic styles and colours of 

signage for national shopping chains 

can sometimes be discordant in  

historic streets and leads to 

‘anywhere’ perception instead of 

contributing to the special character 

of the area.  

Tracks and Byways 

4.7.7 St Austell town is criss-crossed 

by pedestrian pathways, many of 

them following much older historic 

footways.  These are very important 

because they give pedestrian access 

to the more hidden parts of the town 

and help to increase the permeability 

of the Conservation Area as the 

railway line and principal roads have 

potential to hinder permeability.  The 

retention of these informal routes is 

so important to St Austell, some of 

them reflect or follow historic 

footpaths and roads, with the church 

at the centre, and others following 
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the river and route of the working 

population in the industrial age. 

Some of these are shown on Map 5. 

 

4.7.8 One of these footpaths begin at 

the White River Bridge on the A390 

at the south end of the town, and 

skirts the river partly parallel to 

Moorland Road, up between the west 

side of Moorland Road Cottages and 

the river, up to the Tram’s Hill to the 

south of the West Hill car park.  This 

footpath is well used and meets 

another path which exits through the 

back of the former Health Centre site 

on the west side of Moorland Road 

into Pondhu Road.    

 

4.7.9 Further north, a footpath 

continues on to the River Walk on the 

west side of the river starting from 

the Old (Pondhu) Bridge up to the 

New Bridge.    

 

4.7.10  Another pathway is from the 

Trenance Viaduct, down past the old 

Saw Mill and Mill Building, down 

Blowing House Lane and then 

narrowing at the west side of the 

main Truro Road, with a possible old 

cannon as a bollard next to the 

granite gate post.   It continues 

across Truro Road by the path in the 

Park, which skirts around Kwikfit and 

then into West Hill. 

 

4.7.11  The main pedestrian way from 

the north of town, via Lower 

Trevarthian Road over the pedestrian 

railway bridge, is a well-trafficked 

and popular route into town.   This 

merges with pedestrians coming to 

and from the bus and railway station 

and eventually centres on the church 

and into Fore Street.  

Vehicular Movements/Traffic 

4.7.12  St Austell has been on one of 

the principal routes through Cornwall 

for centuries.   It was on the lower 

road access, through the county from 

Devon on the route from Tavistock, 

Gunnislake, Callington, Lostwithiel, St 

Austell and through to Truro.   It was 

a very important staging post 

through the country particularly prior 

to the advent of the railway. 

    The main route through St 

Austell to Truro was down High Cross 

Street and the lower part of East Hill 

down West Hill via the Old Bridge. 

The White Hart was one of the main 

Coaching Inns on this road.   

The A390 now bypasses the 

principal part of the town but there 

are frequent traffic jams.   Those 

vehicles needing to penetrate into the 

town access it via the bottom or top 

of town on the east side, via South 
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Street or East Hill, and from the top 

of town via Bodmin Road, and under 

the viaduct and via Truro Road from 

the West.  The dominance of the car 

remains prevalent. Moorland Road is 

also used as a shortcut by 

commercial vehicles. 

4.8 Key Vistas Views and 

Landmarks 

4.8.1  English Heritage’s recently 

published document: The Setting of 

Heritage Assets: English Heritage 

Guidance (2011) gives advice on 

managing change within the settings 

of archaeological remains and 

historical buildings, sites, areas and 

landscapes.  Their guidance 

document: Seeing History In The 

View: A Method For Assessing 

Heritage Significance Within Views 

(2011) states that: ‘A view will only 

be considered where the viewing 

location is open, publicly accessible to 

all and well used, a place in its own 

right allowing for pause and 

enjoyment of the view.’ 

 

4.8.2  The rise and fall of the narrow 

south-facing valleys on which the 

older part of St Austell is located 

afford a number of accessible 

vantage points, whilst views along 

street lines, gaps between buildings 

and the accompanying treescape 

offer many glimpsed views.  

 

4.8.3  For the purpose of this 

character appraisal three types of 

views have been identified: and are 

shown on Map No 6.  

• Vistas – long-distant views across 

the town, to key features and 

landmark buildings and beyond.  

They include key views from 

vantage points offering a 

significant scope of townscape and 

borrowed landscape relating to 

historic development and 

surrounding topography. 

• Local views - these views are 

shorter, confined to a specific 

locality, often funnelled by street 

lines, and also frame landmarks.  

These views are organised 

according to the main distinct 

character areas within the historic 

urban core. 

• Glimpses – allow intriguing 

glimpses to intimate routes and 

spaces, or filtered through trees, 

and make an important 

contribution to the local character. 

4.8.4 The vistas, views and glimpses 

selected are those that capture 

townscape areas that are locally 

distinctive, of local value, in good 

condition, harmonious in balance 
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between buildings and publicly 

accessible spaces and well 

maintained.  Local views and 

glimpses are grouped within the 

character areas. All are identified in 

the following text and on map No: 6 

showing vistas, local views, glimpses 

and landmark buildings. 

Vistas 

1. Vista from the railway pedestrian 

bridge at the west end of the bus 

and railway station complex.  A 

picturesque and complementary 

panorama of the historic core of 

the town, with the old radial street 

pattern of Trevarthian Road 

drawing the eye towards Holy 

Trinity Church, the centre piece of 

the composition.   

 

 

Vista from Trevarthian Road looking south 

A rich textured roofscape gathers 

around the church with the 

borrowed landscape of the 

surrounding countryside of fields, 

hedgerow trees and clusters of 

small woodland acting as a 

backdrop.  

2. Vista from the bus and railway 

station complex.  This is a very 

important vantage point offering a 

panoramic view of the historic part 

of the town and its landscape 

setting beyond. In the immediate 

foreground is an almost aerial view 

of the Society of Friends Meeting 

House.  The eye is then drawn 

through part of the historic radial 

street pattern to Holy Trinity 

Church, the dominant focal point. 

 

 

Vista from bus/railway station looking south 

over townscape 

 

It includes a rich roofscape, as well 

as the more immediate treescape 

of Cemetery Park.  

In the far distance the surrounding 

landscape can be glimpsed with its 

field patterns and hedgerow trees 
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and on the skyline the silhouette of 

an engine house.  This vista is very 

accessible to the public and has 

tourism potential. 

 

3. Vista from the road bridge over the 

railway east of the railway station.  

The scope of this panoramic view 

includes a pleasing line of 

perspective formed by the railway 

line, which leads the eye to layers 

of landscape formed by Burngullow 

Common and the spoil heaps of 

china clay beyond.  A significant 

treescape is formed in the 

foreground by groups of mature 

trees and shrubs in the villa 

gardens. 

 

 

Vista from road bridge over railway looking 

west 

 

4. Vista from East Hill opposite the 

junction with Eastbourne Road 

looks across the roofscape of the 

old core of the town clustering 

around Holy Trinity Church, the 

main focal point, and then beyond 

to the now greening china clay 

spoil heaps of Burngullow Common 

in the distance. 

 

 

Vista from East Hill looking west over town 

 

5. Vista from the terrace next to the 

Eden Café in the White River Place 

shopping centre.  It looks out on 

both commercial and residential 

districts of the town inter-mixed 

with a varied treescape.  Villas with 

gardens often enriched with 

mature specimen trees and shrubs 

can be seen in the foreground.  

Filtering through them are 

glimpses of the bottom of the old 

industrial valley, now a retail and 

commercial district, and in the 

distance a wide expanse of housing 

including both older Victorian villas 

and newer 20th century houses.  

The density of the housing is 

broken up by a rich treescape that 

is made up of both individual trees 

and groups of trees. The vista is 
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very accessible to the public and 

has tourism potential. 

 

 

Vista from Eden Café Terrace 

 

6. Vista from Bodmin Road (A391) 

offers broad views that can be 

glimpsed from the road looking 

due west taking in the older 

viaduct piers and the present day 

Trenance Viaduct, and in the 

distance the Gover Viaduct and 

china clay district beyond.  In the 

middle distance is a landscape of 

narrow valleys, woodland, hedges, 

fields and mainly 20th century 

housing.  In the immediate 

foreground are pockets of old 

buildings remaining from the old 

industrial settlement, in particular 

rows of workers‘ cottages. 

 

 

Vista from Bodmin Road to Trenance Viaduct 

and Gover Valley 

Local views  

- Views from Fore Street, looking 

north east to Holy Trinity Church 

including Church Street and Market 

Street. 

 

View looking from Fore Street to Holy Trinity 

Church 

- View looking down Market Street 

including Holy Trinity Church to 

Fore Street 
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View looking down Market Street, Holy Trinity 

Church and Fore Street 

 

- View looking up High Cross Street.  

- Wide view looking south through 

top entrance of Cemetery Park.  

- The back of Market House looking 

up through North Street car park. 

- Biddick’s Court looking east north 

east to Holy Trinity Church as a 

focal point and Polcarne treescape. 

- View of fork between Trenance 

Road and Stoney Lane with the 

Trenance Viaduct as a backdrop.  

 

 

View looking from Trenance Road to Trenance 

Viaduct 

 

- View looking up to Old Mill, 

Trenance Road.  

- View of Old Bridge from Pondhu 

Road. 

 

 

View looking to Old Bridge from Pondhu Road 

 

- Wide view from New Bridge looking 

up to Trenance Viaduct and 19th 

century villas along Bodmin Road.  

- View of Moorland Road looking 

east, terraced housing by Silvanus 

Trevail.  

- View of Moorland Road looking 

west, terraced housing by Silvanus 

Trevail.  

 

 

View of Moorland Road looking east 
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- View of Pondhu Terrace cottages, 

Pondhu Road by Silvanus Trevail.  

- View looking down Truro Road and 

West Hill from Fore Street. 

 

 

View looking to Truro Road and West Hill from 

Fore Street 

 

- Beech Road looking to Cemetery 

Park. 

- View of 19th century villas along 

north side of Bodmin Road. 

Glimpses 

- Cemetery Park – various glimpses 

through wall openings. 

- Market Hill to Market House from 

Market Street. 

- Holy Trinity churchyard – looking 

through foliage.  

- Fore Street - passageway to 

Biddick’s Court  

- Fore Street – through North Street 

to Manor House. 

- Elm Terrace, shared path and 

gardens off North Street.   

- Bodmin Road – gateway to villa 

next to Coach House Lane. 

- St John’s Methodist Church 

glimpsed from entrance. 

- North Hill Park – villas glimpsed 

through trees and shrubs. 

- Glimpse through arches of 

Trenance Viaduct, Bodmin Road. 

- Glimpse from Trenance Road to 

Trenance Corn Mill.   

- River Walk.   

- Looking up Blowing House Close 

from Blowing House Lane. 

- Looking to the back of Trenance 

Corn Mill from Blowing House Lane. 

Landmark buildings and views 

4.8.6 Landmark buildings and 

structures are identified in the 

Conservation Area Appraisal.    These 

are shown on  Map No. 6 and all but 

one are historic buildings. 

- Holy Trinity Church 

- Trenance Viaduct 

- The Red Bank 

- St John’s Methodist Church 

- Baptist Chapel 

- St Austell Brewery 

- Park House 

- Trenance Corn Mill 

- Railway building on ‘up’ line   

and pedestrian railway bridge 

 

4.8.7  These buildings are markers in 

the landscape, some visible from 

many directions and others from just 
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one significant sector of the town. All 

these landmark buildings contribute 

to the sense of place and orientation 

to the town, assisting residents and 

visitors to find a focus for access and 

travel. They also provide a sense of 

permanence in the landscape, 

drawing the eye. 
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5.0 ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

 

5.1 Boundary of the 

Conservation Area 

The original Conservation Area 

covered a very restricted and limited 

area in the heart of St. Austell as 

described in section 1. The initial 

study area for this appraisal was 

taken from the 2002 CSUS study 

area and was much larger than the 

area now included within the new 

Conservation Area Boundary.  Careful 

thought has been given to why an 

area is included or excluded so that 

the importance of the final area is not 

diluted by areas which are not likely 

to contribute significantly to the 

Conservation Area or may be 

protected in their own right by having 

listed building status. Other areas 

have been included to ensure they 

are safeguarded if developed in 

future. It is intended that the whole 

area should be read as one 

Conservation Area rather than 

separate small areas, even though 

they do have different qualities.  

There are pockets within the area 

which are not included because they 

do not contribute to the overall 

character of the widened 

Conservation Area. 

 

5.1.1 The Restormel Local Plan of 

2001, (the policies of which have 

been saved by Cornwall Council) has 

recognised some of the areas in the 

centre of St Austell as Areas of 

Special Character (AOSC).  Some of 

these have been included in the 

enlarged Conservation Area. These 

have included Georgian, Victorian and 

Edwardian villas set in large grounds, 

often with mature gardens, which 

also contribute to the landscape 

character of the town.  As well as 

adding character they provide an 

important setting and backdrop to the 

built up areas of the town.  The 

designations of AOSCs sought to 

protect those sites from unsuitable 

development, which could destroy 

their character. The inclusion of some 

of these sites identified then 

recognises the vital contribution they 

make to the character of the town. 

Policy SA5 of the saved Restormel 

Local Plan 2001 also designated areas 

of Local Architectural and Historical 

Interest, which included properties 

adjacent to Bodmin Road, Blowing 

House Hill, Duke Street, East Hill, 

High Cross Street and Trevarthian 

Road.  This plan recognised the need 

for special designation pending this 

Conservation Area Appraisal. Some of 
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these areas are included in the 

extended Conservation Area 

boundary.   

These designations from the saved 

Restormel Local Plan will not appear 

in the emerging Cornwall Council 

Local Plan but will be incorporated 

into the Historic Environment Record. 

 

The Local Plan also identified various 

special Local Historic Parks and 

Gardens. Polcarne, on the east of the 

town off East Hill is included 

principally for the backdrop which the 

trees lining the drive provide to that 

side of the town.  

 

5.1.2 The Conservation Area 

boundary has been extended to 

include the following features: 

• Many villas on the inner and outer 

fringes of the town, which reflect 

the increased prosperity of the 19th 

and early 20th century expansion. 

• Historic buildings which have an 

important part to play on the 

edges of the central core of the 

town such as St Austell Brewery. 

• Historic buildings in the centre of 

the town such as the former 

Cornwall Bank and the Post Office, 

which reflect the prosperity of the 

town and its commercial 

importance at the end of the 19th 

century/beginning of the 20th 

century. 

• Historic buildings designed by the 

famous and prolific Cornish 

architect Silvanus Trevail – most 

are unlisted including the Assembly 

Rooms, Moorland Road cottages, 

the Liberal Club and Tregarne 

Terrace. 

• Important religious buildings such 

as the Zion Chapel and Baptist 

Chapel – unlisted but important 

landmark buildings within the 

town. 

• Remnants of industrial archaeology 

including the former saw-mill just 

below the Trenance Viaduct, the 

remains of a chimney in a property 

on Trenance road, the remaining 

parts of the Foundry Mill complex 

and adjacent cottages/workshops 

in Blowing House Lane and 

Trenance Viaduct. 

• Workers’ cottages such as 

Woodland Row in Grove Road, and 

Ledrah Road. 

• The newer more modest terraces 

of houses and villas. 

• Both “Old” Pondhu Bridge and New 

Bridge.  

The boundary has also been 

extended to include the historic 

Cemetery Park, which has now 

become a very popular quiet and 

reflective urban park surrounded by 



86 
 

mature trees.  To the south of the 

town centre, near the New Bridge, is 

the Truro Road Park which has been 

included as a positive play and 

recreation park set within a bowl, and 

with Park House on the south side. 

Also included is the railway station 

with its remnants of 19th century 

railway architecture – the footbridge 

and the station building on the “up” 

north side (both listed), the signal 

box and the large area of the granite 

setts which run west to east in what 

is now the station car park. 

Inevitably the new Conservation Area 

boundary includes pockets of modern 

or recent development which can be 

perceived as neutral or even negative 

such as those outlined in paragraph 4 

of this document and includes the 

Learn Direct building off South Street 

and the Unite building in Lower 

Trevarthian Road. Although the 

historic townscape is fragmentary in 

places the overall character 

nevertheless merits the protection of 

the Conservation Area. 

 

5.2 Extent of Loss, Intrusion 

and Damage. 

 

5.2.1 There are a number of 

negative buildings and sites within 

the enlarged Conservation Area, 

which have been identified, either 

because they are in poor condition 

and not of sufficient merit to 

conserve, or of a design, which is not 

compatible with the surrounding 

architecture or context.  These have 

been identified as targets for possible 

improvement or regeneration. 

 

5.2.2 The lack of maintenance and 

upkeep of individual buildings and 

sites contributes adversely to the 

perception of quality of the historic o 

environs. 

5.3 Gap/Opportunity Sites 

5.3.1 Vacant sites, which provide 

potential for development and 

enhancement of the Conservation 

Area are: 

• The former Police Station site in 

High Cross Street, which has been 

vacant for many years, with a 

planning permission for a hotel 

which has lapsed. 

 

 

Former Police Station site, 
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High Cross Street 

 

• The former Health Centre site in 

Moorland Road.  The demolition of 

the listed building and the complex 

of buildings has resulted in an 

untidy site, fronting onto an 

attractive road and backing on to a 

public footpath abutting the river.  

This is a well-used footpath, 

running north to south and also 

cutting across below the Health 

Clinic site to the west into Pondhu 

Road.  

 

Former Health Centre site, 
Moorland Road 

The unfinished clearance to the 

site, together with the blurring of 

the boundaries in all directions, 

particularly those to the west, 

leads to private land being 

vulnerable to unauthorised access. 

• The former Zion Chapel and 

Sunday school at the corner of 

Tregarne Gardens and Trevarthian 

Road.   

 

 

Zion Chapel and Sunday School Rooms 
Lower Trevarthian Road 

 

These buildings, designed by 

Frederick Jury, although unlisted, 

are worthy of retention and re-use. 

These buildings are at the 

prominent eastern pedestrian 

gateway into the town centre from 

the bus/train station.   

• The Baptist Chapel site.  The 

principal frontage is of porphry 

stone and is a building to be 

retained; the adjacent church hall 

may offer greater flexibility in 

terms of alterations to 

accommodate a new use. 

• Sites adjacent to West Hill Car Park 

and the river. 

• North Street Car Park site adjacent 

to Market House. 
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North Street Car Park 

 

5.3.2 Other sites for opportunity for 

improvement or enhancement: 

 

• Duke Street 

    The quality of the buildings, the 

shopfronts and type of quality 

independent shops contribute 

much to the town character.  

However, a redundant bus shelter 

(last used at least 2 years ago) 

and haphazard placing of other 

street furniture spoils the 

character. 

• Vacant area by bridge, eastern 

approach towards Sedgemoor Car 

Park, off North street 

This is a piece of private land, 

chained off, and consists of a 

concrete triangular upstand and is 

at a gateway to one of the many 

footpaths which criss-cross the 

town, in this instance leading to 

Sedgemoor Car Park from the east. 

 

• The Cooperative supermarket on 

the corner of West Hill and 

Moorland Road and the Mill Auto 

site are identified as sites for 

redevelopment in the future. 

• The more recent 3-storey flats in 

Moorland Road. 

 

• The cycle path/footpath to the 

northwest of East Hill below Lidl’s 

car park. This is a well-used path 

but at present is untidy and 

unkempt.  

• River Walk and Old Bridge – have 

become overgrown in the past. 

However there has been recent 

clearance but regular planned 

maintenance in the future is 

essential.  

 

• In addition the emerging Cornwall 

Council Design Guide will provide 

signposts to new design in 

Conservations Areas.  

 

• The publications produced by 

English Heritage “Building in 

Context” and “Constructive 

Conservation in Practice” provide 

guidance on new design and give 

examples of best practice. Online 

at:  

www.helm.org.uk/upload/pdf/Building-in-

context.pdf?1352696849 
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www.helm.org.uk/upload/pdf/CC_DPS_WEB.pdf?13

52696849 

5.4 Public Realm 

5.4.1 The exemplary work carried 

out (under the Civic Pride Scheme) to 

many parts of the historic town 

centre has been very successful and 

has contributed much to the quality 

of the public realm environment. In 

addition the current phase of the 

programme nearing completion 

addresses the whole of Fore Street 

and some of the pedestrian 

lanes/passageways off it to the south. 

This improvement includes Cornish 

granite paving, new street furniture, 

enhancements to the lighting 

together with directional/way finding 

signage in Fore Street and around the 

centre as a whole and the formation 

of two small squares. 

 

5.4.2  Cemetery Park in High Cross 

Street has also been improved with 

the Civic Pride Initiative scheme.  Its  

high quality wrought iron work, the 

judicious lowering of some of the 

graveyard walls with the provision of 

gaps and railings to provide views 

and connection inside and outside the 

park, the landscaping, path lighting 

and feature sundial have been really 

successful.  The gravestones have 

also been reset to the perimeter – 

these are mostly Delabole slate and 

of very good quality. 

 

5.4.3 Good examples of street 

furniture are the tree cages by the 

railway station and in Biddick’s Court 

and the cast iron tree gratings in 

Duke Street.   There are good 

examples of street lighting in High 

Cross Street itself and other Civic 

Pride areas, such as Cemetery Park 

and Trevarthian Road and earlier 

street-lamps in River Walk. In the 

townscape the streetlights mounted 

on buildings are more successful than 

freestanding columns. The successful 

wayside resting place at the corner of 

Trinity Street and Bodmin Road, with 

its clever, well-executed mural adds 

quality and interest to that busy 

corner. 

 

5.4.4 Street/ Façade Clutter. There 

are intrusions of inappropriate 

signage, satellite dishes, air-

conditioning units and other street 

clutter which tend to spoil the 

ambience of the area. 
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Room for improvement? – Biddick’s 

Court 

5.4.5 Signage to shops/facades. 

There are many signage installations 

which improve the architectural 

façade and context and others which 

do not. Examples of these are shown 

in the photographs. New signage 

should be designed to respect the 

architectural features of the building 

and context. 

 

5.4.6 Street Scape/Pavings. There 

are very good remnant portions of 

historic granite paving particularly in 

Market Street, Church Street and 

lower Trevarthian Road. Newer 

granite paving complements the old. 

Some residual later 20th Century 

paviours are already dated whilst 

others as in Church Street are 

“traditional” new. 

 

5.4.7 Way-finding Signage. The way 

finding signage is mostly patchy but 

new signage posts are being sited in 

the town, one of the first in Biddick’s 

Court with stainless steel post and 

slate grey finger posts.  

 

Room for improvement? Signage-

Railway Station 

 

The plans are to progressively install 

these throughout the town. 
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Part Two: MANAGEMENT PLAN/STRATEGY 

 

6.0 Introduction 

6.1  The purpose of a Management 

Plan in association with the 

designation or enlargement of a 

Conservation Area is to responsibly 

manage and influence future change.  

 

6.2  Although Management Plans are 

intended to safeguard the buildings 

and features within a Conservation 

Area the residents and business 

owners are to be encouraged to view 

these safeguards as a positive 

approach for the good of the whole. 

There is research, which supports the 

fact that property values are retained 

or enhanced if they are within a 

Conservation Area. 

 

6.3  In addition, the management 

plan, with its additional support of 

the new National Planning Policy 

Framework, seeks to encourage the 

understanding of the historic 

environment and heritage assets in 

their broadest sense.  This is to 

include of course listed buildings, but 

extends beyond these to include 

archaeology (below and above 

ground), history, social context, 

landscape and other buildings, 

historic or not, together with features 

such as boundary walls. 

 

6.4  By broadening and deepening 

the understanding of these, and 

encouraging more research too, then 

future developments, alterations and 

changes to buildings and sites can 

contribute to the understanding of 

the story so far and into the future 

strength of St Austell.  The aim is 

that each change is managed in such 

a way that it enhances the town and 

reinforces the qualities, which make it 

special. 

 

6.5  This Management Plan develops 

the findings of the Appraisal to 

consider how best the special 

character and appearance of the St 

Austell Conservation Area can be 

protected and enhanced and refers to 

general and specific issues. The 

Strengths, Weaknesses, 

Opportunities and Threats to the 

heritage assets of St Austell were 

explored during the appraisal process 

with the community including 

stakeholders groups. The outcome of 

this process is recorded in section 7 

and has been used to inform the 

actions set out in the Management 

Plan.  Finally this section seeks to set 
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out strategic aims, consider how the 

plan can be implemented, who will be 

responsible for it and how it could be 

funded. These are discussed in 

section 10. 

 

6.6  Although some of the action 

points are particularly relevant to the 

local authority, the Management Plan 

is intended for everyone who lives or 

works in the St Austell Conservation 

Area, as well as those who visit it. 

Like the Appraisal, it is the product of 

local consultation and discussion. It is 

intended as a practical, achievable 

document, not a set of empty 

aspirations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




