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Green Infrastructure and Cornwall   
Essentially Cornwall’s green infrastructure is its physical natural 
environment including its formal parks, gardens, woodlands, green 
corridors, waterways, street trees and open countryside. For many people 
green infrastructure is the very reason for living, working, investing and 
coming on holiday here. It underlies our identity and provides numerous 
benefits. Therefore good quality, well planned and appropriately located 
green infrastructure is critical to Cornwall’s future. It will help us to 
become more sustainable and resilient and address the challenges of 
climate change. Green infrastructure also helps to contribute to Cornwall’s 
‘competitive identity’ by: 

 Enhancing the quality of place both now and in the future  

 Providing an enhanced  environmental context for investors 

 Enabling and encouraging active lifestyles through the creation of 
additional opportunities for access and well-being projects 

 Creating and extending opportunities for access, regeneration and 
enhanced biodiversity 

 Ensuring that appropriate and locally distinct provision of green 
infrastructure is made through development by creating bespoke GI 
design guidance for Cornwall 

 Identifying measures to adapt to or mitigate against climate change 

Green infrastructure is fundamentally concerned with taking a fresh look 
at the way that we plan, provide and maintain services and infrastructure. 
In order to achieve a comprehensive approach to green infrastructure the 
council will need to work effectively and in partnership; from agreeing a 
joint vision for Cornwall, setting out key priorities for action and delivering 
quality services, to providing, maintaining and enhancing our combined 
environmental resources. This will set out as a whole what we want 
Cornwall to be, the quality of provision we expect and how we will get 
there. 

Green infrastructure thinking is not about maintaining a ‘business as 
usual’ approach. It requires a willingness to examine ways that green 
infrastructure can be provided in the round. It need not necessarily cost 
more than the ways that we currently provide and maintain infrastructure, 
indeed more efficient, connected delivery may reduce the overall costs. 
However, it will require some very different thinking to our traditional 
ways of doing things. For example taking a GI approach can get to the 
route of problems such as flooding through prevention, but at the same 
time also increase biodiversity, recreation opportunities and 
understanding of our environment.  
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1. What is the purpose of this paper?  

An introduction to the Core Strategy and the Issues and Options 
process 
 
As the Local Planning Authority, Cornwall Council is legally required to 
produce a group of planning policy documents called the Local 
Development Framework (LDF).   The Core Strategy is the key strategic 
planning policy document within the LDF.  It must set out, in broad terms, 
clear choices about where future development is best located. It has to 
contain: 
 

 An overall vision which sets out how Cornwall and places within it 
should develop 

 Strategic objectives which focus on the key issues for Cornwall that 
need to be addressed  

 A strategy which sets out how the planning system can help 
achieve these objectives, by indicating how much development is 
intended to happen including where, when and how it will be 
delivered 

 Clear arrangements for managing and monitoring delivery of this 
strategy 

 
Other planning documents such as Area Action Plans or Supplementary 
Planning Documents may underpin the Core Strategy.  They will give 
more detail on a specific location or topic but must relate back to strategic 
policies in the Core Strategy.  The better the quality of the Core Strategy, 
the quicker and easier it will be to produce these subsequent documents, 
and ensure that development delivers what Cornwall needs and wants.   
 
An essential part of the first stage of producing the Core Strategy has 
been to produce a series of Issues and Options papers dealing with 
specific themes. These papers set the scene for examining policy options 
for the Core Strategy. Each paper describes how the issues that need to 
be addressed in relation to the particular topic could be taken forward in 
the Core Strategy. Each can be read independantly or together with other 
papers to gain a wider understanding of issues facing Cornwall.  
 
A Sustainability Appraisal has been carried out, which identifies 
objectives, decision making criteria and indicators to test whether the 
Local Development Framework and other plans in Cornwall are 
sustainable. The Core Strategy Issues and Options papers largely build on 
this analysis and start to examine in greater detail what evidence and 
research is telling us about the opportunities and threats and planning 
issues that need to be considered in the Core Strategy (the Sustainability 
Appraisal scoping report can be found at: 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=17394  
 
The evidence of the work so far shows that a number of issues are best 
tackled through an understanding of the need to sustain and enhance the 



5 

benefits provided by Cornwall’s natural environment (its green 
infrastructure). Section 3 below sets this out in more detail. The Issues 
and Options papers directly1 relevant to Green Infrastructure (GI) include: 
 
 Biodiversity & Geodiversity 
 Climate change 
 Coast and maritime 
 Economy* 
 Energy* 
 Flooding, water consumption and drought 
 Health 
 Historic environment 
 Landscape and Seascape 
 Social inclusion  
 Soil & air & water quality 
 Sport recreation and open space 
 Tourism* 
 Transport & accessibility 
 

This paper has been produced to inform the preparation of a Green 
Infrastructure Strategy for Cornwall. This is the first step in producing the 
strategy and sets out the thinking and evidence so far. This paper is 
intended to: 

 Provide the Council, its partners, investors and stakeholders with a 
coherent strategy and integrated approach to future provision, 
management and improvement of green infrastructure in Cornwall. 

 Help inform the Issues and Options process being carried out for the 
preparation of the Cornwall Core Strategy.  

 Set out the current situation and evolving evidence base relating to 
green infrastructure in Cornwall, including current international, 
national and local policy and relevant designations.  

 Provide a baseline of work relating to green infrastructure that has 
already been carried out, listing any gaps in that work and developing 
a timetable and prioritisation process for further work and monitoring. 

 Promote understanding and discussion about the value and benefits of 
green infrastructure in Cornwall.   

 

                                                 
1 Those topics marked with a * do not have specific references to GI in the issues papers, 
but are felt to be areas that GI could assist to fill gaps in knowledge, evidence or delivery.  
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2. Introducing the Green Infrastructure Strategy for 
Cornwall 
 
What is Green Infrastructure? 
 
Modern living is dependent upon infrastructure: engineered networks that 
support us and enable us to get on with our lives.  For example, transport 
(roads and railways etc), energy (power stations, gas and electricity 
mains etc) and water (drainage, sewerage etc) infrastructure are all 
essential for the smooth operation of our towns and villages.  The 
provision of such infrastructure has been hugely important in improving 
our prosperity and well-being.  Similarly, the natural environment also 
provides us with the essentials of life (such as clean water, air and food) 
as well as enhancing our quality of life (such as places to relax, play and 
enjoy the scenery).   
 
This green infrastructure is Cornwall’s life support system2. It includes 
agricultural land and nationally important landscapes as well as a huge 
variety of physical assets and spaces with many different features:  
 
 Open land comprising public and private, accessible and inaccessible 

spaces: (agricultural land, beaches, parks, woodlands, informal open 
spaces, nature reserves, lakes, reservoirs, historic sites and accessible 
countryside). 

 Connections: (river corridors and canals, hedges, footpaths and 
bridleways, cycle routes and greenways).  

 Networks of “urban green”: (the collective resource of private gardens, 
grounds, small parks, school grounds, civic spaces, squares and open 
spaces, natural elements of built conservation areas, allotments, 
cemeteries, street trees, verges and green roofs). 

These green infrastructure features collectively provide many benefits 
including: 

 Clean water, pollution control and water resource management. 

 Drainage and flood management. 

 Reinforcing cultural and historic identity for example through 
managed landscapes, reintroduction of historic land uses, use of 
historic trails and interpretation. 

 Food, medicines and productive landscapes. 

 Diverse and attractive urban areas and landscapes. 

 Economic benefits including economic investment, labour 
productivity, raw materials, tourism. 

 Access for movement, recreation and leisure; opportunities for 
healthy lifestyles. 

                                                 
2 This is the Council’s chosen definition of Green Infrastructure. Definitions are also set out 
by the Government in an emerging Planning Policy Statement (Planning for a natural and 
healthy environment) and Natural England; both references are included in Appendix 6.  
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 Energy production and conservation. 

 Climate change adaptation, for example through cooling effects of 
trees and woodland. 

 Habitat and wildlife conservation and access to nature. 

 

Green infrastructure can deliver a number of functions which in turn 
provide a range of different benefits.  This feature can apply to individual 
sites and routes, but it is when sites and linkages are taken together that 
a green infrastructure network can deliver the best results.  For example, 
a well managed and unpolluted river system typically provides the 
following benefits: 

 Clean water for drinking, agriculture, food production and industry. 

 Flood storage and management (floodplain). 

 Productive farmland. 

 Wetland and other habitats and wildlife corridors. 

 Places for people to relax, admire and enjoy. 

 Assisting interpretation of historic and cultural sites 

 Places and routes for recreational activities such as walking, 
cycling, fishing, boating, horse riding. 

 Small scale hydro-electricity generation. 

 
Why do we need to plan for Green Infrastructure?  
 
As noted already, the Core Strategy will set out the principles and 
framework for future development in Cornwall. Planning for green 
infrastructure is an essential component of the approach that needs to be 
identified. In the same way that we need to ensure that so-called grey 
infrastructure (roads, sewerage, energy etc) is provided within new 
development, we need to ensure that the necessary green infrastructure 
(open space, opportunities for local food production and better green 
connections) is provided as well. In some cases, grey infrastructure can 
be replaced or supported by green infrastructure.  For example, 
sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) provide a cost-effective solution to a 
development’s drainage requirements coupled with other benefits, such as 
ponds for wildlife.  Planning for green infrastructure will produce multiple 
benefits with positive outcomes for wildlife and the landscapes within 
which their habitats lie and for the health & wellbeing of communities that 
enjoy and shape the landscapes within which they live. It will be 
necessary to ensure that the carrying capacity of GI features and 
components and the management required to sustain them is taken into 
account. 
 
The development of a Green Infrastructure Strategy for Cornwall is vital 
for a number of reasons:   
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 Green infrastructure is crucial to the success of the economy of 
Cornwall; helping to reinforce local identity and the value of the 
landscape that makes Cornwall a great place to live, to work in and to 
visit.  

 Green infrastructure planning will help to deliver the priorities3 of the 
Council and its partners through providing leadership, enabling 
sustainable planning and service delivery for the future; 

 A green infrastructure approach is an integral element in fostering 
more sustainable patterns of living and consumption and preparing 
Cornwall for the challenges of climate change. It is a key part of the 
resilience element of the Council’s Green Cornwall programme; 

 It will inform the Core Strategy for Cornwall. National Planning Policy 
Statement 12 (Creating strong safe and prosperous communities 
through local spatial planning) requires the development of green 
infrastructure as part of the process of assessing the need for new 
infrastructure to serve growth through the development of an 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan; 

 It will inform the integration of open space planning within the wider 
aspects of infrastructure planning and provide a consistent approach to 
the development of standards for the whole county; 

 The conditions relating to the New Growth Points funding that the 
Council currently receives require effective GI strategies for the former 
Kerrier and Restormel areas; 

 
What will the Green Infrastructure Strategy look at?  
 
 Resilience – it will look at Green Infrastructure’s key role in helping to 

meet the challenges of climate change, through the provision of 
natural and cost effective solutions to big issues such as drainage and 
flood prevention and building capacity to facilitate biodiversity 
adaptation ; 

 
 Building Better Outcomes – working to sustain and enhance the 

benefits provided by our natural environments and landscapes can lead 
to increased local food production and provide better linkages between 
important wildlife areas;  
 

 Food and Fuel – developing an integrated approach to land 
management to help us meet more of our needs locally and 
sustainably; 
 

 Sustainable Movement – examining how better connections between 
places can help us to reduce the need to travel by car and to travel 
more actively and sustainably; and  
 

 Sustainable Development – putting the right development in the 
right place can provide major benefits in providing longer term security 
and sustainability for people living there. 
 

                                                 
3 The priorities of the Council and its partners are summarised on Pages 38-39 
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 Economic Value – green infrastructure planning can enhance land 
value and directly support local economies. 

 
 
What will the Green Infrastructure Strategy look like?  
 
Producing a Green Infrastructure Strategy for the whole of Cornwall is a 
big task. To make the job easier and more manageable we are suggesting 
that it is undertaken in three stages or tiers.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tier 1 – This is the initial stage of the strategy. 
It will produce a strategic document that sets 
out the broad context for Green Infrastructure 
for the whole county, identifying a vision and 
taking into account the current ‘State of Green 
Infrastructure in Cornwall’. Key issues to be 
addressed at this level could include corporate 
maintenance regimes or open space provision 
standards. The conclusions of the tier one 
strategy will provide the basis for the work to be 
carried out at tier 2.   
Tier 2 – provides more detailed information 
based at a river catchment boundary level. This 
will focus on more localised detail about how we 
will achieve improved Green Infrastructure 
across each area – enhancing wildlife 
connectivity and reducing flood risk for instance.  
It will also set the framework for all of the other 
strategies at a local level. 
Tier 3 - These will be based on key areas of 
change in Cornwall, such as areas subject to 
considerable development pressure. They will be 
implementation plans that detail how Green 
Infrastructure can be improved alongside the 
changes proposed and how those projects will be 
funded and delivered. Early work has 
concentrated on Truro and Camborne, Pool, 
Illogan and Redruth areas, but the town 
framework process will help to identify and 
deliver GI requirements in the main settlements.  
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3. Understanding the current position in relation to 
Green Infrastructure in Cornwall  
 
Delivery of the best strategy for Cornwall’s green infrastructure requires 
knowledge of the following: 
 
 Current International, National and Local Policy - influencing the 

provision of green infrastructure in Cornwall – this will allow us to 
maximise available policy and potentially funding support; 

 
 Mapping of Current Green Infrastructure Assets – to identify 

areas covered by international, national and local landscape, wildlife 
and geological designations, historic landscapes, areas of open space, 
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats, wildlife, river catchments, flood 
plains, lakes, ponds and rights of way, bridleways, cycling and walking 
routes. It also allows us to understand where there are gaps in 
accessibility and provision of green infrastructure;  

 
 Core Strategy Issues and Options – the work being carried out for 

the Cornwall Core Strategy has reviewed the strategic evidence 
relating to a number of the individual elements that make up 
Cornwall’s green infrastructure asset base and determined the key 
issues and gaps that need to be addressed by the Core Strategy. 
These are generally issues that can be positively addressed and 
delivered through the Green Infrastructure Strategy;   

 
 Understanding the carrying capacity of Green Infrastructure 

Assets – to enable good management of the existing resource of 
green infrastructure features and components and to ensure that 
strategies and plans developed by the Council and its partners include 
sufficient provision to meet future needs;  

 
 Priorities – an understanding of the priorities of the Council and its 

partners provides us with an indication of where investment in green 
infrastructure provision is likely to be most effective; and   

 
 Monitoring Indicators – an assessment of the information that the 

Council and its partners require for monitoring green infrastructure will 
also inform the requirements of the Strategy ensuring that it is 
functioning well and delivering effectively.  

  
Issues and Options 
 
A detailed list of relevant policy and guidance related to green 
infrastructure at international, national and regional level are contained in 
Appendix 1.   The relationships between the Core Strategy’s Issues and 
Options papers are set out over the following pages. 
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Agriculture 

Agriculture is the practice of farming, including cultivation of the soil for 
the growing of crops and the rearing of animals to provide food, wool, and 
other products e.g. timber/ fibre for the construction industry or biofuels.  

Agriculture can be subdivided into industrial, organic and sustainable 
agriculture. 
 

 
 
Baselining Agriculture  

The planning and management polices below provide a summary of the 
current framework for the delivery, enhancement and protection of 
Cornwall’s Agricultural assets. 

 The Regional Strategy for the SW Environment (2004-2014): Our 
Environment Our Future (GOSW) - 2004 

 A Study of food production, distribution and processing in Cornwall & 
the Isles of Scilly - 2003 

 Strategy for Agriculture, Horticulture, Food and Land Based Industries 
in Cornwall & the Isles of Scilly - 2003-2010 

 Cornwall Council & Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Economic Forum Sector 
Profile: Agriculture - December 2008 

 Cornwall Council & Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Economic Forum Sector 
Profile: Food and Drink - December 2008 

 County Farms Service Plan – 2004- 2014  

 South West England Woodland and Forestry Strategic Economic Study 
- 2003 

 Regional Woodland and Forestry Framework - 2006 
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What are the issues for Agriculture? 
 
The Cornwall Core Strategy issues paper identifies the following issues for 
agriculture: 
 
Issue F1 – Support the viability of Cornwall’s agriculture and food 
industry, enhance their sustainability and maintain and enhance the ability 
to grow food locally. 
 
Issues F2 – Encourage the appropriate re-use of redundant agricultural 
buildings / barns. 
 
Agriculture Gaps 
 
The review of the current evidence base, other documentation and the 
Cornwall Core Strategy issues paper identifies the following gaps in 
evidence for agriculture: 
 
 There is a need to understand the quantity of land in Cornwall that 

would be sufficient to meet the need for agriculture and food 
production  

 An understanding is required of how green infrastructure thinking can 
support initiatives to maintain and expand the agri-food businesses 
whilst making it more sustainable 

How a Green Infrastructure Strategy can benefit Agriculture 

The environmental contribution of the Councils County Farm Estate needs 
to be recognised within the context of a GI strategy. Council tenanted 
farms can help to play a part in the Council meeting its wider 
responsibilities in relation to countryside and environmental issues.  
 
Potential benefits of taking an integrated strategic approach include 
renewable energy, waste utilisation, local food access, re-connection of 
the urban population to the countryside, outdoor learning, management of 
and assisting in the management of flood risk.  
 
Green infrastructure thinking can encourage and assist opportunities to 
maintain the natural environment, environmental stewardship promote 
rural crafts, and provide the use of agricultural land for improved public 
recreation using public rights of way, permissive paths and woodlands. 

Equine husbandry forms an important part of the rural income stream and 
horses need to exercise safely. Where there are existing green lanes or 
farm tracks which can create safer links for riders then these could be 
considered. 

Public access to agricultural holdings can promote and assist farm visit 
opportunities for the public, to foster a better understanding of farming 
and rural land management issues.  
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Environmental stewardship has a key role in supporting delivery and 
management of GI features and components  

Tree-rich environments have been shown to attract investment, enhance 
property values, and boost economic performance.  Woodland can be 
effective in providing a screen or buffer to soften new housing urban/rural 
edges. They also provide critically important ecological environmental 
functions such as carbon sequestration and oxygen production as part of 
the water-carbon-oxygen cycle. 

There is specific scope for further forestry development through the 
establishment of community urban woodlands, and biofuel cropping 
around the fringes of urban areas. These could be managed as 
commercial forest resources but also be designed for and made publically 
accessible through the provision of paths. The involvement of the local 
community for instance in selected aspects of woodland management e.g. 
thinning or ground flora management could enhance community capacity 
building through providing a resource for community led educational / 
child centred activity groups.  

The establishment of new woodlands with new expansion areas can yield 
benefits as woodland can provide a local sustainable renewable energy 
supply as well as providing a habitat for many native species and for 
recreation and sport.  New woodlands have been found to be cheaper to 
maintain than general amenity grass areas, parks or gardens. Examples 
include England’s Community Forest Movement which helped create 12 
new woodlands in direct partnership with local communities. Large scale 
woodland areas are being proposed in the South West Nature Map.  
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Biodiversity & Geodiversity  

Biodiversity is a term used to describe the complexity of habitats in terms 
of the number and variety of species of plant and animal life within an 
area and how they interact to form ecosystems. It also includes the 
complex ecosystems of which they are part. Geodiversity is used as a 
term to define the variety of rocks, minerals, fossils and structures 
together with the processes that result in their formation. 
 

 
 
Baselining Biodiversity & Geodiversity  

The documents below provide a snapshot of the current framework for the 
delivery, enhancement and protection of Cornwall’s biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 
 Cornwall Bio-diversity Initiative (Cornwall Wildlife Trust): 

o Cornwall’s Biodiversity Vol 1: Audit and priorities (1997) 

o Cornwall’s Biodiversity Vol 2: Action Plans (1998) 

o Cornwall’s Biodiversity Vol 3: 2004 Action Plans (2004) 

o Cornwall’s Biodiversity Vol 4: Priority Projects (2011) 

 Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly Geodiversity Action Plan - 2005 

 Cornwall’s Land Cover 1995-2005, summary report (CWT, 2010) 

 County Wildlife Site Criteria for Cornwall and IOS (CWT, 2010) 

 County Geology Site Criteria for Cornwall and IOS (CWT, 2010) 

 Measuring BAP outcomes from Landscape scale projects in Cornwall  
(CBI, 2008) 

 Making Space for nature: a review of England’s wildlife sites and 
ecological network (Lawton, JH, 2010)  
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 Cornwall Wildlife Trust Development Plan  - 2010 – 2015  

 China Clay Vision Habitat Mapping - 2009 

 SW Nature Map - 2010 

 Bodmin Moor Natural Area Profile - 1995 

 
What are the issues for Biodiversity and Geodiversity? 
 
The Cornwall Core Strategy paper for this topic identifies the following 
issues: 
 
Issue B1 – The Core Strategy should consider how Cornwall’s biodiversity 
might best be protected and enhanced, through the protection of species, 
the protection, restoration and enhancement of their habitats and the 
creation of new habitats, including utilising opportunities arising from new 
development wherever appropriate. The Core Strategy should consider 
how Cornwall’s geodiversity should best be protected.  
  
Issue B2 – The Core Strategy should consider how to provide for the 
adaptation and survival of the county’s biodiversity in a changing climate, 
through encouraging opportunities to create new and connect existing 
habitats through wildlife corridors, both on a small scale and on the larger 
landscape scale.  
 
Issue B3 – Consider how biodiversity and geodiversity can be effectively 
monitored including assessing and accounting for the carrying capacity of 
GI features and components.  
 
Biodiversity and Geodiversity Gaps 
 
The review of the current evidence base, other documentation and the 
Cornwall Core Strategy issues paper identifies the following gaps in 
evidence for biodiversity and geodiversity: 
 
 A robust data set on the distribution and numbers of a chosen list of 

key indicator species and habitat, is required to allow biodiversity and 
geodiversity to be monitored on an ongoing basis. Such data could be 
of great benefit to monitoring the effects of Local Development 
Framework (LDF) policies. This should include monitoring of planning 
decisions, planning condition compliance and direct impacts of 
development upon key habitats and species.  

 
 Understanding the carrying capacity of GI features and components, 

particularly natural and semi-natural habitats 
 
 A full audit of the geodiversity of Cornwall is required. This needs to 

take into account the potential impact of climate change such as 
flooding, sea level rise and the measures taken to defend against these 
events upon important geological sites.  
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How a Green Infrastructure Strategy can benefit biodiversity & 
geodiversity 

Nationwide wildlife surveys by the RSPB and others confirm that urban 
green infrastructure is now critical for biodiversity, with species such as 
hedgehogs, frogs, songbirds and butterflies thriving in the leafier parts of 
towns and cities. More can be done to develop and enhance habitats in 
our open spaces, whilst existing networks should be preserved and 
expanded. 

For example: The Living Churchyards project is a joint initiative between 
Cornwall Wildlife Trust and the Diocese of Truro. The project aims to work 
with local people to promote wildlife friendly management in Cornwall’s 
churchyards. 
 
In the rural areas it is also necessary to be able to enable links between 
areas of rich biodiversity that may be fragmented to ensure that wildlife 
can move easily between them and thrive. Hedgerows, wooded areas, 
streams and rivers link these together to form a rich mosaic of 
interconnected wildlife habitats and these ecosystems make a very 
significant contribution to nature conservation. A green infrastructure 
approach can support biodiversity conservation at a landscape scale.   
 

Climate Change  

The term ‘climate change’ refers to changes in the Earth’s climate (such 
as the interaction of temperature, precipitation, wind, tides) over time.  
Climate change happens naturally influenced by a myriad of factors but 
there is overwhelming evidence that human activity has had an adverse 
impact since the advent of industrialisation in the 18th century and that 
this impact is accelerating. 
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Baselining climate change  

The following plan provides an approach to climate change adaptation in 
Cornwall. 
 Cornwall Climate Change Action Plan (3CAP) – 2010  
 
What are the issues for climate change? 
 
The Cornwall Core Strategy paper for this topic identifies the following 
issues: 
 
Issue CC1 – The Core Strategy should demonstrate how it intends to 
contribute to UK and Regional climate change and energy policies, and 
contribute to the required cut in CO2 emissions. 
 
Issue CC2 – The Core Strategy should explore options for how best to 
respond to the potential impacts of climate change. Areas most vulnerable 
to the impacts of a changing climate should be identified, and adaptation 
options considered. 
 
Issue CC3 – Climate change should be addressed throughout the Core 
Strategy. Need for an integrated approach. 
Issue CC4 – Promoting climate change adaptation and resilience in the 
natural environment. 
 
Climate Change Gaps 
 
The review of the current evidence base, other documentation and the 
Cornwall Core Strategy issues paper identifies the following gaps in 
evidence for climate change: 
 
 It will be important to further understand the spatial dimensions of 

vulnerabilities to climate change, and to what extent the planning 
system can minimise risks, particularly in terms of the location of new 
and existing developments including infrastructure.  

 
 Natural and historic environment assets at risk from climate change 

should be identified and where necessary actions plans developed for 
recording,  protection or other actions to be taken.  

 
 It will also be important to further understand the potential impact on 

greenhouse gas emissions of planning options and policies.  
 
 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 2 is yet to be completed for Cornwall 
 
How a Green Infrastructure Strategy can moderate, mitigate and 
provide adaptation to climate change 

It can:-  

 Reduce reliance on fossil fuel use if GI planning incorporates 
expansion and development of local renewable resources, such as 
wood fuel, miscanthus and non detrimental biofuels. 
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 Facilitate more walking & cycling if more off road green routes are 
provided thus reducing fossil fuel usage  

 Help reduce ‘food miles’ if provision is made for local production of 
food through local farm supply networks, community farms and 
allotments 

 Help plan ways of safeguarding wildlife from the effects of climate 
change, facilitating species’ migration and mitigating loss from 
development and habitat change from climate change if provision is 
made for habitat enhancement, restoration and creation. 

 Consideration of impacts of climate change on landscape and 
geodiversity and how the impacts of mitigation can be reduced on 
important sites.  

 Moderate urban microclimate [urban heat island effect] if provision 
is made to plant more trees in urban areas as well as provide more 
green space, whilst maintaining and enhancing management of 
existing woodland provision. Trees, green roofs and other green 
infrastructure can also lower the demand for air conditioning 
energy, thereby decreasing emissions from power plants. 

 Set parameters for the protection, enhancement and creation of 
inter-tidal habitats to combat loss of habitat from sea level rises.  

 
There is growing interest in the role that green infrastructure can play in 
waste management. Using waste by mulching with locally produced 
woodchip and compost, and biomass fuels can make energy use more 
self-sustaining. Renewable energy systems can reduce the carbon 
emissions of Cornwall. Nationally an increasing number of local authorities 
are using biomass as a renewable energy fuel as well as exploring 
alternative means of energy generation and waste disposal.  
 
 

Coast and Maritime 

The coastal environment encompasses an expansive and diverse area 
including a range of natural and human landward features; the inter-tidal 
zone; and areas of the marine environment (the seas). This includes; 
sand dunes, rocky shores, cliffs, coastal lowlands and estuarine marshes; 
inter-tidal areas, islands, estuaries. It also includes developed and more 
artificial features such as the ports and harbours and areas within the 
coastal towns and other coastal communities. 
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Baselining coast and maritime  

To provide a framework for the co-ordination and management of 
Cornwall’s coast and maritime environment (including consequences from 
severe weather and climate change impacts) the following polices have 
been and are being developed: 
 
 Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Shoreline Management Plan (emerging) 
 Marine Protected Areas Network (2010) 
 Cornwall Maritime Strategy 
 Estuary Management Plans, e.g. Tamar, Fowey, Fal  
 The Cornwall Landscape Study 2005-2007 
 Cornwall AONB Management Plan 2004 
 Cycleau Project Habitat Recreation Opportunities Audit (2005) 
 Water Framework Directive River Basin Plans incorporating Cornwall 

Salmon Action Plans and Cornwall Freshwater fish and shellfish 
pollution reduction plans  

 Living Seas Strategy – Cornwall Wildlife Trust Vision  
 Cornwall Wildlife Trust Marine data Collection (Sea Search) 
 
What are the issues for coast and maritime? 
 
The Cornwall Core Strategy paper for this topic identifies the following 
issues for coast and maritime: 
 
 Issue MC1 - Consider opportunities for: 

o The regeneration of coastal towns and how ports and harbours can 
be developed and supported 
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o The protection and enhancement of natural and historic habitats 
and features (terrestrial and marine). 

 
 Issue MC2 - Address sea level rise [impacts on coastal communities 

and habitat]. 
 
Coast and Maritime Gaps 
 
The review of the current evidence base, other documentation and the 
Cornwall Core Strategy issues paper identifies the following gaps in 
evidence for coast and maritime: 
 Survey work will be needed to define coastal zone 
 Further seascape assessment and historic seascape characterisation 

work is required. 
 Marine data including ecology, geology/geomorphology, archaeology 

and historic shipwrecks is incomplete and even within the costal zone 
the data is patchy. The data is logistically difficult to collect given the 
vast, ever-changing three-dimensional nature of our seas. 

 An audit is required of the historic ports and harbours of Cornwall; 
their character and the future challenges and threats to them. 

 A review of the standard of flood risk, SuDS and coastal defence assets 
is required for Cornwall under the Floods and Water Management Act.  

 
How a Green Infrastructure Strategy can benefit coast and 
maritime issues 

Isolated natural habitats along the coastline can be better preserved 
through carefully considered linkages and management as part of a 
comprehensive GI strategy. 
 
Green infrastructure planning has an important role in the regeneration of 
coastal towns.  
 
The Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) outlines a broad approach to 
tackling risks from tidal flooding in coastal towns and villages. 
Opportunities to create synergies between coastal defence and green 
infrastructure (for instance creation of habitat through managed retreat) 
should be explored. Coastal Change Management Areas4 will provide a 
tool to review and deliver opportunities for GI in coastal areas.   
 
A green infrastructure approach can also help to play an important role in 
addressing the threat of increasing tidal flooding through sea level rises 
and managing the impacts of climate change.   
 

 

 

 

                                                 
4 See PPS25 Companion Guide 



21 

Economy 

The local economy consists of the activities relating to the production and 
distribution of goods and services. Regeneration which is an aspect of the 
economy is defined in its widest sense and covers physical, economic, 
neighbourhood management and combined approaches. 
 

 
 
Baselining economy  

There is little local policy relating directly to the green economy or 
economic impacts of green infrastructure. Economic policy at present is 
split into the component parts of green infrastructure. The following 
documents are considered most relevant at this stage:  
 
 Economic Development Strategy for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly – 

Strategy and Actions - 2009 
 
What are the issues for economy? 
 
The Cornwall Core Strategy paper for this topic does not identify any 
issues relating directly to green infrastructure. This is a gap that needs to 
be identified and filled through the emerging strategy.  
 
Economy Gaps 
 
The review of the current evidence base, other documentation and the 
Cornwall Core Strategy issues paper identifies the following gaps in 
evidence for economy: 
 
 An analysis of the economic value of green infrastructure 
 Understanding the carrying capacity of local green infrastructure, 

particularly natural and semi-natural habitat 
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How a Green Infrastructure Strategy can benefit the economy  
A green, healthy environment often goes hand in hand with commercial 
and economic success. Well-planned improvements to green infrastructure 
in town centres can boost commercial trading by up to 40 per cent. High-
quality green spaces increase residential property values by 5–7 per cent 
over identical properties in the same area5. There are also direct green 
space job opportunities ranging from Allotment Officers and Green 
Keepers to Countryside Rangers and Ecologists as well as linked 
occupations such as Sport Officers and Open Space Managers. 
 
But the employment potential associated with green infrastructure is even 
greater. Wetlands for flood defence will require skilled bio-engineering. 
From green roofs to sustainable waste and water management, 
technological development will require new skills for design, 
manufacturing and construction. All these emerging job opportunities 
need to be identified, and the training and resources provided to exploit 
this potential. 
 
In Cornwall there is evidence that our green infrastructure contributes 
millions to the economy of the county. We are proposing to conduct a 
study to find out exactly how this works and to enable the council and our 
partners to understand exactly how it should make future investments in 
green infrastructure.  
 

 

Flooding, water consumption and drought 

Flooding is a natural process that can happen at any time in a wide variety 
of locations. Flooding can originate from a number of sources: from rivers 
or other watercourses, the sea, groundwater, from rain or sewers, or a 
combination of these sources. Flood risk has dramatically increased due to 
poor planning of urban development due to the increase in hard 
impermeable surfaces causing a significant displacement of storm water 
but more critically due to development on natural flood plains. This has 
been exacerbated by an increase in unseasonal heavy rain events 
attributed to climate change.   
 
Drought is a deficiency in water supply, usually resulting from below 
average precipitation, often combined with excessive water demand. 
Drought can be exacerbated by poor water management practices, 
climate change and depletion in aquifer reserves. Even short-term drought 
events can have a serious effect on local economies. Population growth is 
a major contributor to water stress as it creates high levels of water 
demand and requires major investment in water infrastructure.   
 

                                                 
5 Grey to Green Campaign, CABE (2009) 
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Baselining flooding, water consumption and drought 
The following polices and strategies are aimed at managing and mitigating 
issues related to the water environment. 
 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment level 1 for Cornwall - 2009 

 Emerging Flood Risk Management Plans  

 Devon and Cornwall Drought Plan - 2009  

 Catchment Flood Management Plans for the West (2009), East (2009) 
& Tamar (2009) 

 Environment Agency Corporate Strategy – creating a better place 
2010-2015 

 Environment Agency Supporting strategy for our corporate strategy: 
Water 2010 - 2015 

 Truro Strategic SUDS Strategy - 2009 

 Camborne, Pool, Redruth & Illogan Surface Water Management Plan – 
2008 

 Emerging River Basin Management Plans being producing under the 
Water Framework Directive  

 Emerging Bodmin Surface Water Management Plan  

 
What are the issues for flooding, water consumption and drought? 
 
The Cornwall Core Strategy paper for this topic identifies the following 
issues for flooding, water consumption and drought: 
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Issue FDWC3 – Encourage the design of new development to minimise 
water consumption and maximise water recycling  
 
Issue FDWC4 – Consider the use of Water Cycle Strategies for growth 
areas to inform the capacity of water supply, waste water infrastructure 
and the wider water environment  
 
Issue FDWC5 – The Core Strategy should take account of and work in 
synergy with the objectives of the Shoreline Management Plan, Catchment 
Flood Management Plans and River Basin Management Plan 
 
Issue FDWC6 – Provide the context for incorporating sustainable 
drainage systems in new development and controlling surface water runoff 
from existing areas 
 
Flooding, Water Consumption and Drought Gaps 
 
The review of the current evidence base, other documentation and the 
Cornwall Core Strategy issues paper identifies the following gaps in 
evidence for flooding, water consumption and drought: 
 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 2 is yet to be completed for Cornwall 
 The Floods and Water Management Act will require the Council to 

adopt Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS).  This will require clarity 
as to the standards to be achieved in the provision of new SuDS.  

 There is inconsistent knowledge of the current distribution and type of 
SuDS systems in Cornwall – an audit is required.  

 There is a need to understand the effects of flooding and sea level rise 
and the measures taken to combat this such as coastal flood defences 
on the geology and geomorphology of coastal areas and river 
catchments.  

 
How a Green Infrastructure Strategy can mitigate flooding, water 
consumption and drought 

As climate change leads to more torrential rainstorms, well managed 
green infrastructure can help protect communities against flash flooding. 
In England the floods of 2007 caused £10 billion worth of property 
damage nationwide and significant emotional and personal distress. 
Sustainable Drainage Systems, tree planting and land management 
measures help to slow the rate of surface water run-off, while open land, 
parks and gardens serve a function as soakaways and emergency water 
storage areas.  

Green Infrastructure benefits include: 

 Control of surface water runoff – well constructed SuDS which 
work with the natural retention and absorption capabilities of 
vegetation and soils can help control surface water runoff by 
reducing peak flows. Reducing the amount of impervious ground 
cover and providing features like swales and ponds also helps to 
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reduce the volume of runoff entering our combined or separate 
sewer systems, and in turn to lakes, rivers, and streams. 

 Recharge of groundwater – Working to improve and use the 
natural infiltration capabilities of soil and rock formations can 
improve the rate at which groundwater aquifers are 'recharged' or 
replenished. This helps keep our river catchments functioning 
normally and helps maintain water supply capacity to support our 
need for and use of water. 

 Reduction and mitigation of surface water pollutants–SuDS 
techniques can be utilised to capture runoff close to its source and 
help prevent pollution. Soils, vegetation cover and microbes form 
essential parts of natural filtration systems and directly aid the 
breakdown of many common pollutants found in surface water 
runoff. 

 Reduced sewer overflow –the natural retention properties of 
vegetation and soils when used as part of strategic GI based SuDS 
limit the frequency of sewer overflow events by reducing runoff 
volumes. 

 Rainwater Harvesting - potential to combine with renewable non-
polluting energy generation uses e.g. hydro-electricity generation at 
small (Archimedes screw/ water wheel), medium and large scale 
(dammed reservoirs). 

 Water Conservation techniques - Rainwater Harvesting, grey 
water recycling and smarter irrigation techniques can reduce ru off 
and reduce the risk of drought.   

 Energy generation - There is potential to create renewable non-
polluting energy generation uses e.g. hydro-electricity generation at 
small (Archimedes screw/ water wheel ), medium and large scale 
(dammed reservoirs). 
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Health 

 
The World Health Organisation (WHO) defines health as “a state of 
complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the 
absence of disease or infirmity.” 
 

 
 
 

Baselining health 
The NHS is increasingly aware of the benefits of exercise to reduce the 
impact of poor health. Local actions include initiatives such as the 
promotion of physical exercise through ‘green gyms’ and other projects 
such as the NHS forest which aim to improve environmental conditions to 
encourage an increase in physical exercise. There is little local policy 
relating directly to providing and utilising green infrastructure at present. 
However the Public Health White Paper is a significant new development 
that includes mention of the relationship between environmental quality 
and good public health, including the availability of green and open 
spaces. The following policy and research is considered most relevant at 
this stage:  
 
 Health and Wellbeing Strategy (2008) 

 Mejia R. Green exercise may be good for your head. Environmental 
Science and Technology, April 21 2010 

 Barton J and Pretty J. What is the Best Dose of Nature and Green 
Exercise for Improving Mental Health? A Multi-Study Analysis. 
Environmental Science and Technology, March 25 2010 
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What are the issues for health? 
 
The Cornwall Core Strategy paper for this topic identifies the following 
issues for health: 
 
Issue H1 – The Core Strategy should consider how to provide for new 
health care facilities through the planning system. 
 
Issue H2 – The Core Strategy should consider how to create healthy 
places in which to live and work. 
 
Health Gaps 
 
The review of the current evidence base, other documentation and the 
Cornwall Core Strategy issues paper identifies the following gaps for 
health: 
 

 How to make the best use of our existing green infrastructure to 
increase the physical activity taken by the whole population of 
Cornwall; 

 How to design green infrastructure to make active travel (walking 
and cycling) the most obvious choice of travel for short journeys; 

 How to encourage “Healthy Workplaces” by encouraging walking 
and cycling to work, and use of green spaces at workplaces; 

 Evidence of implementation of programmes/projects that  increase 
use of and access to green spaces for activity; 

 The evidence base for the positive effects of natural environment on 
health and well being is currently relatively weak, however work is 
being undertaken to address this gap by the Peninsula Medical 
School.  

 
How a Green Infrastructure Strategy can benefit health 
 
Green infrastructure planning can help to improve health in a number of 
ways. The development of walking and cycling routes and open spaces, 
for example, can help to encourage healthier and more active lifestyles. It 
can also provide spaces for local food growing, encourage active 
recreation and also help to improve people’s sense of mental well-being. 
New research using the health records of 350,000 people in the 
Netherlands found that urban dwellers living near parks are healthier and 
suffer fewer bouts of depression. The effect of green surroundings is 
greatest for people with low levels of education and income.  
 
Green infrastructure planning helps to encourage a healthier, more 
localised lifestyle. Whilst farming is key industry in Cornwall, allotments, 
gardens and community growing can all play a valuable role, perhaps 
most importantly through increasing awareness of food issues. There is an 
identified shortfall of community growing spaces such as allotments in 
Cornwall and much of the food that we consume has travelled a great 
distance, even if it has been grown in the county. The aim is to increase 
our self sufficiency in food grown, processed and purchased in Cornwall.  
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The Green Infrastructure Strategy will provide greater opportunities for 
environmental volunteering initiatives such as BTCV’s Green Gym 
Scheme, which engages local people in a range of practical projects to 
improve local green spaces. Tackling physical jobs in the outdoors enables 
individuals to improve their strength and stamina, boost their practical 
skills, confidence & health, and benefit the environment at the same time. 

Green Infrastructure benefits include: 

Improving air quality - Trees and vegetation affect air quality by 
absorbing certain pollutants from the air through leaf uptake and 
particulate contact removal. If widely planted throughout urban areas, 
trees and shrubs help by cooling the air and slow the temperature-
dependent forms of ground-level pollution. A mature tree can intercept 
several hundredweight of dust particles on its leaves. Trees can also play 
a part in reducing gaseous pollutants. A mature beech tree can provide 
enough oxygen for ten people for a year6.  

Improving well-being – the provision of green spaces and trees can 
positively contribute to people’s sense of wellbeing , assist in improving 
academic achievement, reduce symptoms associated with attention deficit 
and hyperactivity disorders,  and even reduce crime  

Improving health by increasing physical activity opportunities – 
regular physical activity reduces the risk of all cause mortality , meaning 
that being active reduces the overall risk of dying prematurely from any 
cause. Many studies show the likelihood of death is lowest among those 
who are most active and the greatest benefits from increasing physical 
activity come to those who are least active to start with. Physical Activity 
is critical to good health and the benefits are clearly evidenced. It reduces 
the risk of CHD, Stroke, and Type 2 Diabetes by up to 50%, and the risk 
of premature death by 20-30%. It helps prevent and manage over 20 
chronic conditions including coronary heart disease, stroke, type 2 
diabetes, cancer, obesity, mental health problems and musculoskeletal 
conditions.  It also improves well being and mental health, particularly 
beneficial for maintaining independence and good health of older people 
(DoH, 2009).  

Regular physical activity reduces the risk of depression and has positive 
benefits for mental health including reduced anxiety, and enhanced mood 
and self-esteem. 

Links to levels of obesity - In Cornwall we have one in four reception 
children overweight or obese rising to about one in three by the time they 
leave primary school. This is a significant challenge for health and 
wellbeing not just now but for when they become adults and throughout 
life.   

                                                 
6 A manual on Urban Trees 1982, An Foras Forbartha (this is an advisory document from the Irish 
Development Institute)  
 



29 

Historic environment 

The historic environment is defined by English Heritage as ‘all aspects of 
the environment resulting from the interaction between people and places 
through time, including all surviving physical remains of past human 
activity, whether visible or buried, and deliberately planted or managed 
flora’.  
 

 

Baselining the historic environment 
The historic environment includes archaeology, buildings, and settlements 
all of which help to define the distinctive character of Cornwall. The 
following polices and strategies provide a framework to ensure Cornwall’s 
historic environment is both protected and enhanced.  
 

 Cornwall Historic Landscape Characterisation – 1994  
 Cornwall & West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage Site 

Management Plan -  2005-10  
 Cornwall Heritage and Cultural Strategy - 2000  

 
What are the issues for the historic environment? 
 
The Cornwall Core Strategy paper for this topic identifies the following 
issues for historic environment: 
 
Issue HE1 - The Core Strategy should explore ways to provide 
appropriate protection and enhancement for international, national and 
local sites of historic importance as well as the wider historic environment. 
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Historic Environment Gaps 
 
The review of the current evidence base, other documentation and the 
Cornwall Core Strategy issues paper identifies the following issues for 
historic environment: 
 The need to assess the effects of sea level rise in coastal and marine 

heritage assets (such as historic harbours, piers and quays, coastal 
historic buildings, marine historic environment)  

 The need to understand more fully other possible climate change 
impacts, such as heavier rainfall and or frequent storms, on the 
historic environment 

 The Heritage Protection Bill will introduce the requirement for local 
authorities to compile Local Lists of significant heritage assets 
(including historic landscapes) 

 Historic Seascapes Characterisation should be carried out. 
 
How a Green Infrastructure Strategy can benefit the historic 
environment 

Green infrastructure is often interlinked with valuable heritage assets. 
From historic gardens and street trees to natural spaces associated with 
historic mining features, green infrastructure provides the backdrop or 
setting that adds value. 

For example, a network of trails and associated green infrastructure within 
the Cornwall’s World Heritage Site provides opportunities for visitors to 
explore and learn about local history as well as taking part in active travel. 
It can also ensure that historic trails and rights of way are promoted and 
continue to be relevant for leisure and active travel.  

The setting, character, authenticity and integrity of the historic 
environment can be best preserved through sensitive landscape scale 
management of green infrastructure. 
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Landscape and Seascape 

Landscape is defined by the European Landscape Convention as and ‘area 
as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and 
interaction of natural and human factors. It comprises the visible features 
of an area of land, including physical elements such as landforms, living 
elements of flora and fauna, abstract elements like lighting and weather 
conditions, and human elements like human activity and the built 
environment. Seascape refers to the maritime environment and includes 
open sea, shoreline and the interrelationship between land and sea. The 
character of the seascape will be affected by physical factors, the natural 
environment, cultural features and human activity.  
 

 

 

Baselining landscape and seascape 
Cornwall’s landscape and seascape are locally distinctive and form a 
significant element of its culture, traditions and outlook. Cultural and 
historic environments are essential components of the landscape. In 
Cornwall seascape is also a major part of the environment, including the 
open sea, shoreline and estuaries. The following documents have an 
important role in ensuring that landscape quality and local distinctiveness 
are maintained and enhanced throughout the county. 
 

 Cornwall Minerals Local Plan – adopted 1998  
 Cornwall Landscape  Character Assessment – 1994  
 The Cornish Landscape: An assessment of AONB in Cornwall – 1997  
 Report of the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Landscape Character 

Study – 2005/7  
 Historic Landscape Characterisation (2004) 
 Cornwall & Isles of Scilly Landscape Character Study – 2007  
 Emerging Cornwall AONB Management Plan - 2010 – 2015  
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 Cornwall Landscape Character: Best Practice Guide – 2009  
 Offshore renewable resource assessment and development report 

(2010) 
 Cornwall Landscape Sensitivity Study to wind and solar PV 

(emerging) 
 
What are the issues for landscape and seascape? 
 
The Cornwall Core Strategy paper for this topic identifies the following 
issues for landscape and seascape: 
 
Issue L&S 1 – Explore how the Core Strategy could ensure that 
landscape and seascape quality and local distinctiveness are maintained 
and enhanced throughout the county. 
 
Landscape and Seascape Gaps 
 
The review of the current evidence base, other documentation and the 
Cornwall Core Strategy issues paper identifies the following gaps in 
evidence for landscape and seascape: 
 
 Seascape and historic seascape characterisations are required to 

provide information about coastal landscape character, including 
visual, biodiversity, geodiversity and historic environment; 

 
 Landscape sensitivity and capacity studies are required to understand 

the sensitivity of the landscape to urban development and renewable 
energy projects; 

 
 Historic Environment Action Plans are required to facilitate 

conservation and management of the historic landscape and inform 
planning policy; 

 
 Further development of the Cornwall Landscape Character Assessment 

is required to provide further information on distinct landscape types to 
aid development decisions; 

 
 Landscape planting advice needs to be developed (potentially through 

the emerging Cornwall Design Guide) to provide guidance for 
appropriate planting schemes and indigenous plant types suitable to 
ensure continuing locally distinctive landscapes.  

 
 Settlement level landscape assessments may be required to inform the 

development of settlement specific plans for the Town Framework 
Plans and local Green Infrastructure Strategies. This work has been 
undertaken for the former Restormel area and some work undertaken 
for the former North Cornwall area in respect of Open Areas of Local 
Significance. Some of this work will be achieved under the Town 
Framework Plan work-stream.  
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How a Green Infrastructure Strategy can benefit landscape & 
seascape 
 
When green infrastructure planning underpins and is fully integrated into 
urban design, it changes how a place feels to live. It makes places more 
beautiful, interesting and distinctive. 
 
The Strategy will provide a means of delivery for most of the relevant 
action plans. 
 
The Strategy will plan for the appropriate treatment of the urban fringe, 
ensuring that the landscape setting of future development and the 
creation of new open space and other green infrastructure is co-ordinated. 
 
 
Social Inclusion 

Social inclusion is about reducing inequalities and involves ensuring that 
opportunities are available for all, through engagement and support, and 
by raising and realising people’s aspirations and expectations. 
 

 
 
Baselining social inclusion 
Social inclusion cross cuts a number of the policy streams relating to 
green infrastructure provision, including accessibility to open space, 
sustainable transport initiatives and health care. Specific policy relating to 
green infrastructure and social inclusion has not been identified; however 
there is a body of research regarding the positive impacts that green 
infrastructure can have on reducing social exclusion. This includes:  

 Community Forests: The Green Infrastructure of Sustainable 
Communities - 2007 

 Community Green: Using local spaces to tackle inequality and 
improve health (CABE Space) – 2010 
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 Future Cornwall (the Cornwall Sustainable Community Strategy)  
 
What are the issues for social inclusion? 
 
The Cornwall Core Strategy paper for this topic identifies the following 
issues: 
 
Issue SI1 – The Core Strategy should consider how best to reduce 
inequality through a range of mechanisms, including increasing the 
availability of affordable housing, improving access to services and 
facilities and the countryside, etc. 
 
Social inclusion Gaps 
 
The review of the current evidence base, other documentation and the 
Cornwall Core Strategy issues paper identifies the following gaps in 
evidence for social inclusion: 
 Ensuring equity in access to green spaces to tackle health inequalities 

in Cornwall;  
 
Joint working with the Primary Care Trust may reveal further specific 
gaps in evidence that can be addressed through the study.  
 
How a Green Infrastructure Strategy can benefit social inclusion 
It can:- 

 Increase the quality of life in disadvantaged areas if open space and 
public realm of neighbourhoods are enhanced; 

 Improve access to the countryside by providing new and improved 
green routes  

 Improve the quality of life and independence of older people and 
disabled residents through greater accessibility to open space. 

 Increase opportunities for environmental volunteering, which 
provide an ideal means to engage & support individuals inclusively.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Soil, air and water quality 
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Soil, air and water are earth’s fundamental, complex compounds that 
enable all known forms of life to exist. 
 

 
 
 

Baselining soil, air and water quality 

Soil, air and water quality cross cuts a number of the policy streams 
relating to green infrastructure. Relatively little specific policy relating to 
green infrastructure has been identified; much of the guidance relating to 
this issue is tied up with monitoring indicators. Cornwall specific 
documentation includes:  

 Environmental Limits: A Cornwall Analysis – 2010  

What are the issues for soil, air and water quality? 
 
The Cornwall Core Strategy issues paper identifies the following issues for 
soil, air and water quality: 
 
Issue SAW1 – Protect and enhance the quality of soil, air and water. 
 
Issue SAW2 – Ensure that there is sufficient land for agriculture and food 
production. 
 
Soil, Air and Water Quality Gaps 
 
The review of the current evidence base, other documentation and the 
Cornwall Core Strategy issues paper identifies the following gaps in 
evidence for soil, air and water quality: 
 There appear to be gaps in a Cornwall-wide evidence base for 

mapping, and detailed information on, contaminated land. Historically, 
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the district authorities held their own data, though there needs to be 
an integrated approach to the recording and publication of 
contaminated soil type throughout Cornwall. 

 Similarly, with air quality, the former district councils were all required 
to submit data annually to the Department of the Environment Food 
and Rural Affairs (DEFRA). This needs to be combined into one 
document for Cornwall. 

 In terms of water, it would be useful to have an understanding of the 
number of Combined Sewer Overflows in Cornwall and the number of 
times they are licensed to discharge, to assess capacity. 

 
How a Green Infrastructure Strategy can benefit soil, air & water 
quality 
 
Plants act as natural filters, trapping dust and harmful chemicals, cleaning 
the air and helping to make our towns and city healthier and less polluted. 
Roadside trees can trap up to 90 per cent of traffic-related air-borne dust 
particles. As mentioned previously, the planting of trees and woodlands as 
part of the GI strategy can help to alleviate particulate pollution. 
 
The GI approach can help to overcome problems of contaminated soils by 
incorporating the use of innovative solutions to remediate contaminated 
land, thus removing the requirement to export soil. 
 
SuDS systems can be utilised to filter mildly contaminated water. 
 
Sport, recreation and open space 

Sport and recreation encompasses a broad range of leisure activities, 
ranging from organised physical games to casual, voluntary pursuits 
chosen for fun, creative enrichment, health or social reasons. Open space 
provides the location for outdoor sport and recreation, ranging from the 
formal, such as tennis courts, pitches, boat slipways and equipped 
children’s play areas, to the more informal, such as village greens, 
beaches, moorland and other open spaces. 
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Baselining sport, recreation and open space 
There is a wealth of knowledge relating to sport, recreation and open 
space for Cornwall.  However much of this is dated and almost all was 
produced before the new Council was formed, resulting in patchy and 
inconsistent coverage of knowledge.  
 Carrick district audit of open space and standards – 2008  
 Kerrier audit and standards – 2009  
 Cornwall Play Strategy – 2007  
 North Cornwall Community Facilities Survey - 2008 
 Cornwall Playing Pitch Assessment – 2010  
 
What are the issues for sport recreation and open space? 
 
The Cornwall Core Strategy paper for this topic identifies the following 
issues: 
 
Issue SROS1 – The level and provision of sports and recreational 
facilities should be based on carefully considered local assessments 
(PPG17 etc) of current and future needs for strategic and local facilities 
(i.e. local provision standards). 
 
Issue SROS2 – The Core Strategy should set the mechanisms for 
appropriate retention or provision of new facilities and how this can be 
considered through the planning process (e.g. developer contributions, 
appropriate design, etc). 
 
Issue SROS3 – The Core Strategy should support the Public Rights of 
Way and the green and water based infrastructure networks in their role 
of offering the single most important means by which people can get out 
into and enjoy the countryside and the sea. 
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Sport, Recreation and Open Space Gaps 
 
The review of the current evidence base, other documentation and the 
Cornwall Core Strategy issues paper identifies the following gaps in 
evidence for sport, recreation and open space: 
 A key gap raised is the current lack of a sound evidence base on the 

location and quality of all sport, recreation, open and water based 
spaces across the county. This will be needed to help inform policy 
making and to plan for future sport and recreation needs and informal 
spaces. In Cornwall some audits have been undertaken but coverage is 
patchy and in some cases evidence is out of date. The only the areas 
covered by a needs assessment are the former Carrick (2007), 
Camborne, Pool, Illogan & Redruth (2009) and North Cornwall (2005) 
District areas. Consistent mapping of open space & typologies is 
needed. 

 There is patchy use of local provision standards (quality, quantity & 
accessibility), although this is required by PPG17 

 There is a need for consistent capital & maintenance costs associated 
with varied typologies of open space as well as a uniform policy for 
adoption & commuted maintenance  

 Understand the carrying capacity of open space, particularly of natural 
and semi-natural open space.  

 
How a Green Infrastructure Strategy can benefit sport, recreation 
and open space 
 
These are considerable opportunities for the delivery of improvements to 
green infrastructure provision through making open spaces more 
multifunctional. The strategy will provide a framework to maximise the 
benefit of new and existing open space for the benefit of the community 
and the environment.  
 
Ensuring good natural connections (such as greenlinks) provides a safe 
and pleasant environment for pedestrians, cyclists & horse riders to 
access open space or to pass through on their way to some other 
destination. This increases visitor numbers, improves safety and 
encourages a more healthy and sustainable community. 
 
Help to ensure that the carrying capacity of natural and semi-natural open 
spaces are not exceeded and that, where appropriate, increased provision 
is planned and delivered. Where it is not possible for open space provision 
to be increased, other mechanisms should be considered to ensure that 
the carrying capacity is not exceeded.  
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Tourism 

Tourism is defined as travel for recreational, leisure or business purposes 
and can be described as the act of travelling or sightseeing particularly 
away from one's home that are not part of a usual routine. 
 

 
 
Baselining tourism 
No specific policies relating to green infrastructure and tourism in Cornwall 
have been identified.   
 
What are the issues for tourism? 
 
The Cornwall Core Strategy paper for this topic identifies the following 
issues for tourism: 
 
Issue T1 – The Core Strategy should explore options to ensure that the 
tourism industry can develop in a sustainable way and thrive by 
maintaining, enhancing, and embracing opportunities relating to existing 
and new visitor experiences/facilities and the role of existing resorts. 
 
Tourism Gaps 
 
The review of the current evidence base, other documentation and the 
Cornwall Core Strategy issues paper identifies the following gaps in 
evidence for tourism: 
 Transport concerns continue to be an issue and the car remains the 

dominant means of travel for visitors. Information is needed on 
encouraging alternatives – and this issue will be explored further in the 
transport paper. 
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 The carrying capacity of green infrastructure features and components 
to sustain tourism activity needs to be established. 

 Additional research may also be required to understand how climate 
change will impact on the tourism industry and to help identify those 
areas that are more vulnerable to these changes. Work currently 
underway on the Resource Efficiency Analysis Programme (REAP) at a 
regional level may assist with this. 

 There is no direct mechanism for ensuring that the management of the 
impacts of increased tourism and outdoor recreation upon the fabric of 
Cornwall’s green infrastructure is properly financed.  

 
How a Green Infrastructure Strategy can benefit tourism 
 
Cornwall’s green infrastructure, from beaches to moorland, forms the 
basis for the county’s reputation and appeal to visitors. The strategy will 
ensure that the county’s invaluable assets are protected and enhanced for 
generations to come. 
 
Help to ensure that the carrying capacity of natural and semi-natural GI 
features is not exceeded; ensuring the quality of these features is 
maintained and well managed. Where appropriate, increased provision can 
be planned and delivered. GI can be used in a positive way to help boost 
tourism activity in areas where there is a greater capacity or unrealised 
opportunities.  
 
 
Transport and accessibility 

Transport or transportation is the movement of people and goods from 
one location to another. Transport is provided in a variety of ways, such 
as air, rail, road, water, cable, pipeline and space. Accessibility is a term 
widely used in the transport and planning fields. It can be defined as the 
ease with which people (including elderly and disabled people, those with 
young children and those encumbered with luggage or shopping) can 
move around an area. Improving accessibility can include ‘taking services 
to the people’. 
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Baselining transport and accessibility 
 

Achieving an increase in the use, provision, connectivity and management 
of any infrastructure that is non-car related is important to the 
environment of Cornwall and to the health and well-being of people living 
and working in Cornwall. The following documents set out a framework for 
the provision of non-car routes and trails and infrastructure provision. 
 

 Cornwall Countryside Access Strategy – 2007  

 Cornwall Cycling Strategy – 2007  

 Cornwall Pedestrian Strategy – 2009  

 Cornwall Local Transport Plan 2 – 2007-11  

 Emerging Cornwall Local Transport Plan 3 

 Cornwall Highway Maintenance Plan – 2009  

 Cornwall Parking Strategy – 2009  
 
What are the issues for transport and accessibility? 
 
The Cornwall Core Strategy paper for this topic identifies the following 
issues for transport and accessibility: 
 
Issue TP1 - The Core Strategy should establish an approach to improve 
people’s ability to access places and facilities. 
 
Issue TP2 - The Core Strategy should ensure that new development does 
not increase the demand for unsustainable transport.  
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Issue TP3 - The Core Strategy should consider future sustainable 
transport options in the light of rising fuel costs and the depletion of oil 
stocks. 
 
Issue TP5 - The Core Strategy should consider the future impact of 
climate change on existing and future transport infrastructure and 
services. 
 
Transport and Accessibility Gaps 
 
The review of the current evidence base, other documentation and the 
Cornwall Core Strategy issues paper identifies the following gaps in 
evidence for transport and accessibility: 
 Further work needs to be carried out to develop appropriate 

accessibility criteria. This should provide more detailed guidance 
(including the relationship to both the strategic and local transport 
networks) to assess particular development proposals or inform 
individual planning decisions. 

 A countywide study on the broad implications of growth, to include 
transport and accessibility is required. 

 Strategic Town Plans are needed for the main centres in the County 
and will provide a local context for the Local Development Framework. 
These should incorporate local transport studies. 

 
 
How a Green Infrastructure Strategy can benefit transport and 
accessibility 
 Good off-road connections and green routes (greenlinks) can help to 

provide a safe and pleasant environment for pedestrians, cyclists & 
horse riders to access open space and other destinations.  

 By reduction in car journeys and food miles 
 Travel plans can suggest ways to increase physical activity, reduce car 

use and improve health, which in turn can be achieved through green 
infrastructure provision 

 



43 

4. What are the priorities for Green Infrastructure?  
 
A key area of the development of a deliverable green infrastructure 
Strategy will be to agree a single set of agreed priorities for Cornwall. This 
will involve the Council, its partners and other key stakeholders and 
organisations agreeing how green infrastructure will be provided, funded 
and maintained.  
 
The start of that prioritisation process will be carried out as the next step 
of this work. In the meantime we have assembled a list below of common 
priorities that the Council and its partners have in relation to green 
infrastructure. For each common priority we have identified the partners 
who list it as a priority for their organisation. These common priorities will 
form the basis for a workshop with our partners to agree the key priorities 
for Cornwall.  
 
Community led action on reducing the impacts of climate change 
through adaptation and sustainable living 
 

 Cornwall Council  
 Cornwall Strategic Partnership 
 Cornwall Wildlife Trust 
 Environment Agency 
 Volunteer Cornwall 

 
Encouraging and promoting sustainable solutions to 
environmental management  
 

 Cornwall Strategic Partnership 
 Environment Agency 
 Natural England 
 The Learning Partnership 
  

Encouraging healthy lifestyles  
 

 Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Primary Care Trust  
 Cornwall Strategic Partnership 
 Sports Partnership 
 Volunteer Cornwall 

 
Encouraging sustainable and active travel and improving 
accessibility 
 

 Cornwall Council  
 Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Primary Care Trust  
 Sustrans 
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Increasing interaction between people and the natural (and 
historic) environment 
 

 Cornwall Council 
 Cornwall Regionally Important Geological Sites Group 
 Cornwall Wildlife Trust 
 Environment Agency 
 Forestry Commission 
 Natural England 
 Volunteer Cornwall  
 Woodland Trust 

 
Improving the quality of our local environment and creating safe 
and attractive places 
 

 Cornwall Council 
 National Trust  

 
Maximising economic and regeneration benefit through 
sustainable management of land and other resources  
 

 Cornwall Agri-food Council 
 Cornwall Council  
 Cornwall Strategic Partnership 
 Environment Agency 
 Forestry Commission 
 Natural England 

 
Partnership working for the environment between relevant 
agencies and bodies  
 

 Cornwall Council  
 Cornwall Strategic Partnership 
 Cornwall Wildlife Trust 
 Environment Agency 
 Natural England 
 Cornwall Regionally Important Geological Sites Group 
 Woodland Trust 

 
Safeguarding, creating and improving habitat, geodiversity and 
biodiversity 
 

 Cornwall Council  
 Cornwall Regionally Important Geological Sites Group 
 Cornwall Strategic Partnership 
 Cornwall Wildlife Trust 
 Environment Agency 
 Forestry Commission 
 Natural England 
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5. How are we going to deliver Green 
Infrastructure? 
 
Delivering Green Infrastructure 
 

It is not enough to simply map out the green infrastructure assets that we 
have or develop projects in isolation. Co-ordinated delivery is integral to 
the process. The first stages of the GI Strategy are essentially a project 
plan that identifies areas for improvements and then for implementing the 
work that is required to provide those improvements.  
 
Because a green infrastructure strategy potentially plays such a significant 
role in delivering the Council’s objectives for Cornwall, it is essential that 
the strategy is capable of delivering green infrastructure elements and 
features on the ground and makes the links with other studies and 
strategies to ensure that the funding required is provided across a wide 
area. Having an adopted GI Strategy increases our ability to apply for 
funding, provides evidence of need and gives funding bodies certainty 
regarding our plans. The provision of green infrastructure functions 
potentially affects all of our service areas and therefore will not be the 
responsibility of just one service area alone.  
 
In order to deliver the aspirations and priorities of the Cornwall Green 
Infrastructure Strategy there is a requirement to integrate, embed and 
deliver the following requirements. 
 
 The co-ordination of Green Infrastructure Delivery Projects including 

activities around the facilitation of inter-agency, cross-border working, 
the project management of specific GI priorities, and work to embed 
the GI priorities in local plans and strategies such as the Local 
Transport Plan 3, Catchment Flood Management Plan and the Water 
Framework Directive.  

 
 The long term management of GI including the creation of a number of 

new large scale GI assets, and mechanisms to manage them viably 
and sustainably over time.  

 
 Stakeholder and community engagement in particular in relation to 

ownership  
 
 Mechanisms to ensure the delivery of green infrastructure, for example 

through other programmes, financial contributions and development 
levy, Environmental Stewardship and Flood and Coastal Risk 
Management Funding. In most instances the cooperation of landowners 
is required to help with a change in land management practices (such 
as Higher Level Stewardship). See Appendix 2 for the target 
statements in Cornwall and Appendix 3 for Flood and Coastal Risk 
Management  
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Delivery mechanisms 
 
Important mechanisms for ensuring that green infrastructure is provided 
include: 
 
 The Cornwall Core Strategy – This will provide the framework for 

the strategic planning of Cornwall and provision of strategic green 
infrastructure. The policies of the Core Strategy will set the framework 
for decisions on green infrastructure in relation to new developments 
and provide the means to allocate key new areas of green 
infrastructure. It provides the local element of the planning system in 
relation to protection and enhancement of designated landscapes, 
biodiversity and geodiversity; 

 
 The Cornwall Infrastructure Delivery Plan – This is a delivery plan 

that identifies the infrastructure required to serve new development in 
Cornwall, the mechanism for doing this and funding and investment 
programmes that will make it happen. The document will also set the 
provision and quality standards for open space and other green 
infrastructure requirements that are triggered by policies in the Core 
Strategy. It is essential that green infrastructure is fully integrated into 
new infrastructure planning and provision to ensure that it is both 
sustainable and also helps to rectify existing shortfalls. The 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan will lead to the development of a 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) for Cornwall. It is essential that 
the costs of providing and maintaining new green infrastructure are 
reflected in any standard charge;  

 
 The Green Cornwall Programme – This is a key Council priority area 

that will articulate corporately the Council’s priorities for resilience 
through a green infrastructure approach. The priorities and actions of 
the Green Cornwall Programme are included at Appendix 4; 

 
Delivery actions include:  
 
 Influencing Investment programmes and priorities of the 

Council and Partner organisations – An important role for the 
Green Infrastructure Strategy will be to examine the synergies 
between the Council and other partners and explore how partnership 
working with other organisations and infrastructure providers can help 
to deliver efficient, cost effective green infrastructure. The work is 
being undertaken in partnership with key agencies such as Natural 
England and the Environment Agency and we hope to influence their 
programmes for Cornwall;  

 
 Influencing development proposals – early engagement with 

projects can help to ensure that green infrastructure becomes an 
integral part of the design process. We are currently helping to 
produce green infrastructure design guidance for inclusion in the 
emerging Cornwall Design Guide. We will work with major proposals 
such as the Ecotown from an early stage to ensure that GI projects can 
be linked to the wider area.  
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 Identifying and bidding for funding sources – it is vitally 

important that we have a strategy to ensure that we can be proactive 
in finding and securing funding for important public projects and 
influence the development of green infrastructure; and  

 
 Engaging and empowering communities – It is vital that our 

communities are engaged in decisions on the sort of green 
infrastructure projects that should be delivered for Cornwall. Effective 
empowerment should allow those communities to take the initiative to 
prioritise and deliver local green infrastructure projects with the 
assistance of the council and its partners. 

 
 Establishing and monitoring the ‘State of Green Infrastructure 

in Cornwall’  
 

This report is the start of the gathering and publication of a consistent 
list of the policies, strategies and designations that cover green 
infrastructure in Cornwall. To ensure that the emerging resource is 
easy to use and available, we will create a web resource that provides 
a clear and easy to use single source of information for green 
infrastructure in Cornwall. This will include: 
 

 A GIS database with layers showing designated and other 
landscapes, areas of biodiversity and geodiversity; 

 
 A resource of current policies, strategies and action plans for 

green infrastructure; 
 
 The emerging Green Infrastructure Strategy and a coherent 

strategy for provision of green infrastructure in Cornwall; and 
 
 Monitoring information to demonstrate current and emerging 

facts about how we are doing in providing green infrastructure in 
Cornwall.  

 
 Prioritising Green Infrastructure  
 

The Council is already putting environmental sustainability and green 
infrastructure at the heart of its business through its priorities and the 
setting up of the Green Cornwall Programme7. The green infrastructure 
strategy work stream will build on this and engage with our partners 
and infrastructure providers to understand our shared priorities for 
green infrastructure and the mechanisms that we can all use to put it 
into place.   
 
The provision of the Green Infrastructure Plan and the work that is 
being carried out to provide an Infrastructure Delivery Plan8 for 
Cornwall will help to determine where we can use green infrastructure 

                                                 
7 The priorities and aims of the Green Cornwall Programme are set out in Appendix 4 
8 See page 42 for a description of this process 
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to provide additional benefits for the County and reduce reliance on 
traditional ‘grey’ infrastructure such as surface water sewers.  

 
 Influencing resource allocation for the council and its partners 
 

The Council is commissioning a piece of work to understand the 
economic impact of green infrastructure in Cornwall. This will help to 
quantify the value of green infrastructure to the county and provide a 
methodology to assess the environmental cost of loss of green 
infrastructure.  
 
A better understanding of the value and investment potential for green 
infrastructure will help the council and its partners and investors to 
understand how best to invest in new provision and the financial return 
on investment through improved function, quality, reputation and 
value of the asset. This will enable prioritised investment in key green 
infrastructure and identify ways of providing other required 
infrastructure in a manner complementary to the carrying capacity of 
the natural environment.  
 
The emerging strategy will also help to inform the direction of travel 
being taken in relation to green infrastructure in Cornwall and create a 
more certain atmosphere for investment and funding applications.  

 
Who are we working with? 
 
The production of a green infrastructure strategy for Cornwall offers and 
demands excellent opportunities for partnership working between the 
Council and the key groups, agencies and organisations that provide, 
maintain or influence green infrastructure. The intention is to create and 
facilitate strong partnerships with and between the following:  
 
 Cornwall Agri-food Council (Major landowners and organisations 

representing them) 
 Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Primary Care Trust 
 Cornwall and Tamar Valley AONB partnerships 
 Cornwall Wildlife Trust 
 English Heritage 
 Environment Agency 
 National Trust 
 Natural England  
 The Forestry Commission 
 Woodland Trust 
 Voluntary and charity sector 
 
This will lead to further work on a ‘task and finish’ basis with these and 
other partners and the community to ensure that the strategy reflects the 
aspirations and values of the majority of those involved. This involvement 
and the method of doing this will be set out in a Consultation and 
Involvement Strategy that is currently being developed for the project.  
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Please note that this is not intended to be an exhaustive list of partner 
organisations and further organisations will be identified and involved as 
the project emerges.  
 
How will we communicate and monitor the work on Green 
Infrastructure? 
 
 Developing an accessible resource 
 
A key element of the first part of the work on the Green Infrastructure 
Strategy for Cornwall will be the creation of a web based GIS database 
resource to enable sharing of the information that we have for green 
infrastructure in Cornwall. This will help to keep the community and 
stakeholders informed and provide a consistent message from the Council 
regarding the current and future provision of green infrastructure.  
 
The Council will work with its partners to ensure that the maximum 
possible amount of data from partners such as the Environment Agency is 
made available. In many cases information such as that relating to Water 
Information Management Systems and policies are available through 
partner web sites, but this resource will bring these together for ease of 
information sharing. 
 
 Indicators and monitoring framework 
 
Monitoring of the environment and the elements of green infrastructure is 
largely currently carried out across the Council’s Environment, Planning 
and Economy Directorate and by our partners such as the Environment 
Agency and Natural England. We will work to benchmark the green 
infrastructure strategy against existing strategies and emerging good 
practice. This will involve interaction with other organisations and 
authorities in the south west, especially where there are cross boundary 
issues.  
 
The second stage of this project will be to identify the monitoring 
indicators that need to be collected for green infrastructure and co-
ordinate this resource to ensure that it is easily available and 
understandable.  
 
The aim will be to develop a single, accessible monitoring resource on the 
Council’s website to allow the ‘State of Cornwall’s Green Infrastructure’ to 
be assessed by interested persons.  
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6. Next steps 
 
What happens now?  
 
This report marks the halfway stage of work for green infrastructure at a 
county level. This report sets out the results of our initial evidence base 
gathering exercise and will inform the rest of the work on the first tier of 
Green Infrastructure Strategy for Cornwall. The remainder of this stage 
will consist of: 
 
 Formalising our database; 
 Identifying gaps in knowledge; 
 Meeting regularly with our partners and key organisations and groups 

to inform the development of the strategy;  
 Agreeing key priorities for green infrastructure in Cornwall with our 

partners; 
 Agreeing how the gaps in evidence are to be filled and commission any 

further work required; 
 Completing the mapping of strategic green infrastructure for Cornwall; 
 Publishing the GIS and document evidence base on the Council’s 

website; 
 Identifying and agreeing strategic green infrastructure projects for 

Cornwall and the delivery mechanisms required.   
 
And after that?  
 
The next stage of the work on the Green Infrastructure Strategy will start 
to provide a more detailed examination of green infrastructure at a more 
localised level. At present we have identified that this could take place on 
a catchment level (for example at strategic river catchment) but this will 
need to be determined towards the end of Stage 1. This work will provide 
more localised detail about how we will achieve improved green 
infrastructure across each area, for instance linking key areas of 
biodiversity and reducing flood risk for instance.  It will also set the 
framework for all of the other strategies at a local level. 
 
The third stage of the work will be the production of the detailed town 
based implementation and delivery plans and will be based on key areas 
of change in Cornwall, such as areas subject to considerable development 
pressure. They will detail how green infrastructure can be improved 
alongside the changes proposed. At this stage we anticipate that the work 
will be undertaken as part of the emerging Town Framework Plans.  

 
In terms of the Green Infrastructure Strategy the remaining work will be 
undertaken alongside the preparation being undertaken for the Cornwall 
Core Strategy and the Cornwall Infrastructure Delivery Plan. This will 
ensure that green infrastructure thinking is fully embedded into both 
strategies and will help to deliver the projects required. Being involved in 
the Infrastructure Delivery Plan work will enable the behaviour of key 
infrastructure providers to be influenced.  
 



51 

 
 
If you would like this information 
in another format please contact: 

Cornwall Council 
County Hall 
Treyew Road 
Truro TR1 3AY 

Telephone: 0300 1234 100 

Email: enquiries@cornwall.gov.uk 

www.cornwall.gov.uk 

 

 
 


