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BUDE 

Historic environment character  

The visual and physical attributes for this Community Network Area (CNA)  have been 
broadly summarised within the Cornwall and isles of Scilly Landscape Character Study 
(CSLCS), incorporating the whole of CA38, most of CA37 and parts of CA31, CA35 and 
CA37(See links at http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=19002 )  .   

Reference should be made to the relevant character area descriptions; a number of 
caveats must be added, however. 

1. While the CSLCS landscape subdivisions are a reasonable assessment of the 
varying HE characteristics of the CNA, particularly the core of area represented 
by CA38 and CA37, it is crucial to recognise that historic landscapes are shared 
with neighbouring CNAs to the south and west of the area. Management 
decisions within these zones cannot be made in isolation. 

2. This is one of the more consistent CNAs in terms of historic landscapes, the 
broad divisions correspond largely with the CSLCS areas with a central basin 
centred on Stratton, an area of anciently enclosed land of stone hedges and 
stone cottages, with a surrounding upland of rather more mixed landscapes -
more enclosed rough ground, rolling hills and deep valleys to north of Bude. 
However, a marked coastal area is also identifiable with isolated farms (now 
overlain with tourist-related development). This topography allows for long 
reaching views - not always clear from the main roads. 

3. The many large villages in the area include a significant group of small 
mediaeval towns - Kilkhampton,  Week St Mary, Stratton, associated with 
markets and castles 

4. This is one of the least altered anciently enclosed landscape areas in Cornwall, 
field systems, lanes, settlement patterns , planned medieval towns all set the 
character; this area has some of Cornwall’s finest examples of mediaeval 
settlements and strip field systems. 

5. Only Bude is markedly different -a small commercial port associated with the 
Bude canal, developed in the C19 as a railway resort; not a townscape of great 
beauty, but containing significant buildings (around the canal in particular) and  
important remnant planned streetscapes; and  significant architectural heritage 
associated with tourism 

6. Because there are few obvious landing paces aside from Bude, the known 
maritime heritage of the area is mostly related to Bude, and the record of 
wrecks. 

7. While the CSLCS gives a good overview of the character of these broad areas 
greater refinement from an HE point of view is required in dealing with site 
specific proposals and issues. Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) gives a 
much finer grain of understanding and a much more focused estimation of 
archaeological potential, particularly given the remarkably conservative nature 
of these landscapes.  

Evidence base 
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 Conservation Area Appraisals – Bude, Poughill, Stratton, Week St Mary, 
Kilkhampton; Marhamchurch. A link to these can be found at 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=17377 

 Conservation Area Management  Plan – Bude; Stratton;  Poughill. A link to 
these can be found at http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=17377 

 AONB Management Plan See link at http://www.cornwall-
aonb.gov.uk/management-plan/climate-change-and-energy.html 

 Bude Canal assessment 

 Atlantic Coast and Valleys Historic Landscape Character Assessment .The 
Cornwall & Scilly Historic Environment Record contains details of over 50,000 
archaeological and historical sites, monuments, buildings, artefacts and 
landscapes. It can now be searched online via  the Heritage Gateway   For 
further information see http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=8528 . 
Many of the reports can be accessed as grey literature through the CC Intranet 
mapping pages and through the mapping link at http://www.historic-
cornwall.org.uk/ 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation. See link at 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=22352 

Missing Evidence 

 Generally the area is much understudied; apart from HLC revision; much work 
could be done on the coastal zone, on the history and impact of the canal, on 
historic tourist related development in Bude. 

 Conservation Area Appraisals 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation revision 

Threats 

 Development in and around Bude  

 lack of designation and understanding of C19 tourism developments 

 threat to individual character of Stratton and Poughill as Bude spreads 

Major Buildings at Risk  

 Maer 

 Stow Barton 

 Week St Mary castle 

 Churches and chapels (urban and rural) 

Projects 

Proposed projects 

 Conservation Area  designations & appraisals 
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 Possible Townscape Heritage Initiative to look at – Bude including shop fronts 
and historic buildings 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation revision 

 Ports and Harbour project 

 Analysis of medieval towns distribution and character 

 Council owned highway heritage assets 

 Cornish Character project to look at heritage assets and local distinctiveness 

  


