
Version 2, 20.04.2011 
 
 

CAMELFORD 

Historic environment character  

The visual and physical attributes for this Community Network Area (CNA) have been 
broadly summarised within the Cornwall and isles of Scilly Landscape Character Study 
(CSLCS), incorporating parts of CA26, CA31, CA32, CA33, CA35, CA36 and CA37. . 
(See links at http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=19002)   

 

Reference should be made to the relevant character area descriptions; a number of 
caveats must be added, however. 

1. While the CSLCS landscape subdivisions are a reasonable assessment of the 
varying HE characteristics of the CNA, it is crucial to recognise that historic 
landscapes are shared with neighbouring CNAs. Management decisions within 
these zones cannot be made in isolation without considering, for instance, the 
integrity of Bodmin Moor, less than a quarter of which is included in this CNA, 
but which, perhaps of all the granite areas of Cornwall, must be considered as a 
whole from the environmental, landscape and historic environment points of 
view. 

2. The broad divisions in the landscape are simpler than the complexity of the 
CSLCS areas suggests -the general trend is south-wet to north east - a coastal 
strip, quite open, but with large, wealthy mediaeval farms, remnant strip field 
systems, with a surprising wealth of mediaeval towns and villages, like 
Tintagel/Bossiney, Boscastle. South of this is a ridge of higher ground - with 
more late enclosed land, and quite bleak in places (Delabole sits on it). The 
farmlands to the south, around Camelford and St Teath are in more sheltered 
anciently enclosed areas, with substantial church towns, and Camelford itself -a 
modest town, scarcely larger than some of the church towns, but nonetheless 
defiantly urban in character, and set within old field systems. Port Isaac is the 
principal coastal settlement -picturesque, largely vernacular, an organic growth, 
little serious study has been done on historical development or character. 

3. The Moors form the last parallel zone -the moor-edge landscape is perhaps 
more tightly defined here than other edges of Bodmin Moor -Camelford and 
Davidstow seem right on the edge of the highest part of the moor around 
Rough Tor and Brown Willy - and signs of prehistoric and mediaeval settlement 
extend well up into this seemingly wildest part of the Moor. 

4. This whole landscape has been heavily moulded by industry -even though for 
the most part less obvious in its remains than some of the great mining areas. 
the coastal strip has been exploited for centuries for slate quarrying, tracks 
leading inland to farms and hamlets at every opportunity, remains of loading 
stations at every convenient porth; Delabole is one of Cornwall’s principal 
industrial settlements - the local slate can be dour when used in quantity on 
buildings, roofs, hedge and field boundaries in what appears as a generally 
tree-less area. St Breward and granite quarrying set the character of the 
western edge of the Moors, but a more scattered settlement pattern -the 
difference between waged workers at Delabole and part-time 
farmers/quarrymen at St Breward. 



Version 2, 20.04.2011 
 
 

5. Despite being one of the most inhospitable coasts in Cornwall, every porth and 
strand was exploited, for quarry export, for fishing, for trade, and there is an 
important  and under-researched wealth of coastal heritage; Porth Gaverne, 
Port Quin and Port Isaac in articulator. 

6. The remoteness of the area has meant only limited C19/C20 exploitation for 
tourism (on the back of the railway), especially at Tintagel, although there is a 
surprising amount of military-related heritage (Davidstow airfields) 

7. While the CSLCS gives a good overview of the character of these broad areas 
greater refinement from an HE point of view is required in dealing with site 
specific proposals and issues. Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) gives a 
much finer grain of understanding and a much more focused estimation of 
archaeological potential, particularly given the remarkable time depth of these 
landscapes, and the need to recognise that beneath and despite industrial 
activity, there remain some of the best preserved medieval landscape in 
Cornwall in this coastal area.  

Evidence base 

 Historic Industrial Settlement Surveys - Delabole, St Breward, Treknow & 
Tregatta A link to these can be found at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Conservation Area Appraisals – Camelford, St Teath, Treligga, Boscastle. A link 
to these can be found at http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=17377 

 Conservation Area Management Plan – Camelford, St Teath, Boscastle. A link to 
these can be found at http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=17377 

 Extensive Urban Survey – Camelford.  A link to these can be found at 
http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 AONB Management Plan. See link at http://www.cornwall-
aonb.gov.uk/management-plan/climate-change-and-energy.html 

 Other urban surveys Tintagel, Boscastle Harbour and Town. The Cornwall & 
Scilly Historic Environment Record contains details of over 50,000 
archaeological and historical sites, monuments, buildings, artefacts and 
landscapes. It can now be searched online via  the Heritage Gateway   For 
further information see http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=8528 . 
Many of the reports can be accessed as grey literature through the CC Intranet 
mapping pages and through the mapping link at http://www.historic-
cornwall.org.uk/  

 Heritage Economic Regeneration report – Camelford. A link to these can be 
found at  http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=17388 

 Atlantic Coasts and Valleys Historic Landscape Character Assessment.  See 
above under Historic Environment Record.  

 Bodmin Moor Surveys: Reports 1 & 2 See above under Historic Environment 
Record.  

 Coastal Slate Quarries survey See above under Historic Environment Record.  
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 Numerous studies on Tintagel Castle and its environs See above under Historic 
Environment Record.  

 Scheduled monument management Surveys: many designated sites have been 
survey as part of an ongoing programme of management works. See above 
under Historic Environment Record.  

 National Trust Surveys: a number of coastal and moorland NT properties have 
received detailed archaeological and landscape surveys See above under 
Historic Environment Record.  

 Historic Landscape Characterisation. See link at 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=22352 

 

Missing Evidence 

 The non–metalliferous industries remain under-studied 

 Mediaeval settlement/urban development in the area poorly understood 

 Conservation Area appraisals 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation revision 

Threats 

 lack of designation  

Major Buildings at Risk  

 Porth-related buildings (fish cellars/ore hutches etc.) 

Projects 

 Atlantic Coasts and valleys project 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation revision 

Proposed projects depending on resources 

 Conservation Area designations & appraisals 

 Further Historic Landscape Characterisation revision 

 Ports and Harbour project 

 Farmsteads project 

 medieval towns distribution and  character 

 Council owned highway heritage assets 

 Cornish Character project to look at heritage assets and local distinctiveness 


