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CARADON 

Historic environment character  

The visual and physical attributes for this Community Network Area (CNA)  have been 
broadly summarised within the Cornwall and isles of Scilly Landscape Character Study 
(CSLCS), incorporating parts of CA22, CA25, CA26, CA27, CA29, CA30 and CA32 
(Bodmin Moor). (See links at http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=19002)   

Reference should be made to the relevant character area descriptions; a number of 
caveats must be added, however. 

1. While the CSLCS landscape subdivisions are a reasonable assessment of the 
varying HE characteristics of the CNA, it is crucial to recognise that the historic 
landscapes are shared with neighbouring CNAs. Management decisions within 
these zones cannot be made in isolation without considering, for instance, the 
integrity of Bodmin Moor, which, perhaps of all the granite areas of Cornwall, 
must be considered as a whole from the environmental, landscape and historic 
environment points of view; the portion of the moor within this area is 
historically part of the same industrialised area as that to the north of Liskeard. 
Similarly, the Kit Hill upland should be viewed as a district area, rather than 
divided as it is between CNAs.  

2. There are broad distinctions in character which override the CSLCS boundaries. 
The high moor lands in the north are full of archaeological remains; these 
lands, and the slopes to the east, are more altered by C19 industrial activity 
than most of Bodmin moor, quarrying and mining, together with associated 
railways and villages and smallholding landscapes. Kit Hill is similar, but with its 
own distinctive and important prehistoric landscapes and monuments. 

3. The farmlands in the lower areas are in a rolling landscape marked by some of 
Cornwall's most ancient trees, with contrast between the north, with big estate-
owned and more altered field patterns, and the huts, more constrained by a 
tight manorial ownership pattern; there is a dispersed settlement pattern 
throughout with few large villages. 

4. The Tamar valley forms a distinct sub-area, marked both by its intense 
industrial exploitation, and also by extensive market gardening; it was 
historically a rich landscape -it is no coincidence that Cotehele and Pentillie lay 
here. 

5. The area generally has poor transport links because of topographical constraints 
- the Tamar was significant as both a route and as a barrier -fine bridges, 
viaducts, landings places are marked features. 

6. The larger selections are mostly industrial in origin (Pensilva, Gunnislake, 
Calstock), although very distinctive in both grain, townscape and surviving 
buildings, not least because of their constrained topographies. The exception is 
Callington -but even that is relatively late by Cornish standards as a mediaeval 
planted town -showing strong signs of planned layout; a moor-edge town based 
on cloth and wool markets originally. While it does not have the bold setting of 
some older towns in Cornwall, it is still distinct in the landscape, although 
gradually spreading into the countryside, and losing its distinct character 
(especially from Kelly Bray). 
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7. While the CSLCS gives a good overview of the character of these broad areas 
greater refinement from an HE point of view is required in dealing with site 
specific proposals and issues. Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) gives a 
much finer grain of understanding and a much more focused estimation of 
archaeological potential, particularly in these ancient landscapes much altered 
by industry and intensive farming, but where in both areas the underlying 
structure remains mediaeval or earlier.  

Evidence base 

Generally the area outside Bodmin Moor and the urban centres is much understudied; 
this increases the importance of considering HLC revisions which give a better 
understanding of historic landscape and archaeological potential in these more 
complex areas. 

 Historic Industrial Settlement Surveys -  Minions, Pensilva, Kelly Bray, 
Callington, Gunnislake, Calstock, Drakewalls and Albaston, Upton Cross, 
Henwood  A link to these can be found at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Conservation Area Appraisal – Caradon Hill, Contact The Cornwall & Scilly 
Historic Environment Record which contains details of over 50,000 
archaeological and historical sites, monuments, buildings, artefacts and 
landscapes 

 AONB Management Plan.  See link at http://www.cornwall-
aonb.gov.uk/management-plan/climate-change-and-energy.html 

 World Heritage Site Management Plan 2005-10 See link at  http://www.cornish-
mining.org.uk/pdf/downloads.htm 

 Garden/Park plans - Cotehele  The Cornwall & Scilly Historic Environment 
Record contains details of over 50,000 archaeological and historical sites, 
monuments, buildings, artefacts and landscapes. It can now be searched online 
via  the Heritage Gateway   For further information see 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=8528 . Many of the reports can 
be accessed as grey literature through the CC Intranet mapping pages and 
through the mapping link at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Bodmin Moor Surveys: Reports  1 & 2 The Cornwall & Scilly Historic 
Environment Record contains details of over 50,000 archaeological and 
historical sites, monuments, buildings, artefacts and landscapes. It can now be 
searched online via  the Heritage Gateway   For further information see 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=8528 . Many of the reports can 
be accessed as grey literature through the CC Intranet mapping pages and 
through the mapping link at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Caradon Hill Project reports  The Cornwall & Scilly Historic Environment Record 
contains details of over 50,000 archaeological and historical sites, monuments, 
buildings, artefacts and landscapes. It can now be searched online via  the 
Heritage Gateway   For further information see 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=8528 . Many of the reports can 
be accessed as grey literature through the CC Intranet mapping pages and 
through the mapping link at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  
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 Numerous Industrial Surveys eg. Minions, Gunnislake, Drakewalls, Kit Hill, 
Danescombe Valley, Hingston Down The Cornwall & Scilly Historic Environment 
Record contains details of over 50,000 archaeological and historical sites, 
monuments, buildings, artefacts and landscapes. It can now be searched online 
via  the Heritage Gateway   For further information see 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=8528 . Many of the reports can 
be accessed as grey literature through the CC Intranet mapping pages and 
through the mapping link at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/   

 Historic Landscape Characterisation. See link at 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=22352 

Missing Evidence 

 Conservation Area Appraisal appraisals 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation revision 

Threats 

 Development in and  around Callington -absorption of Kelly Bray and 
surrounding landscape -loss of distinct urban edges 

 publicly-owned asset transfer  

Major Buildings at Risk  

 Limekilns; estuarine quays etc. 

 Pentillie estate buildings 

 ports and harbours 

Projects 

 Higher Level Stewardship schemes  

 Discovering the Extraordinary World Heritage Project 

Proposed projects depending on resources 

 Conservation Area designations & appraisals 

 Ports, harbours, quays etc. project 

 green transport re-using quays etc., Tamar valley 

 urban grant schemes (Callington - shop fronts) 

 Higher Level Stewardship schemes  

 Historic Landscape Characterisation revision - especially around Pensilva 

 Garden and estate histories and management  

 Council owned highway heritage assets 
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 Cornish Character project to look at heritage assets and local distinctiveness 

  

 

 

 


