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CORNWALL GATEWAY (INC. SALTASH ADN TORPOINT) 

Historic environment character  

The visual and physical attributes for this Community Network Area (CNA)  have been 
broadly summarised within the Cornwall and isles of Scilly Landscape Character Study 
(CSLCS), consisting largely of CA22, CA25 and CA26, and parts of CA27 and CA29. 
(See links at http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=19002)   

Reference should be made to the relevant character area descriptions; a number of 
caveats must be added, however. 

1. While the CSLCS landscape subdivisions are a reasonable assessment of the 
varying HE characteristics of the CNA, it is crucial to recognise that the historic 
landscapes are shared with neighbouring CNAs. Management decisions within 
these zones cannot be made in isolation without considering, for instance, the 
integrity of the landscapes relating to the Tamar valley. 

2. This is one of the most identifiably self-contained landscape areas in Cornwall - 
a funnelled landscape around the Lynher and Tamar and their tributaries, 
historically and geographically looking to Plymouth as much as the rest of 
Cornwall. However, while it holds together geographically, it scarcely does so in 
terms of its communities. 

3. Although there are important ancient and medieval landscapes, they are 
isolated and  surprisingly rural, fragmented by the impact of large estates 
(Antony, Port Elliot, mount Edgecumbe -  large landholders well outside the 
well-known and extensive ornamental landscaped core areas), the  extensive 
military installations of the Rame Peninsula, and the intrusion of the deep 
estuaries.  

4. Despite the high land along the southern coast, with surprising open views, this 
is predominantly an inward-looking landscape based around the estuaries; they 
are the focus of settlement, of communication, with a distinctive built heritage 
(quays, military sites, boatyards, tide mills, limekilns, ferries, all made 
surprisingly open to public view by the railway travelling over the land on high 
viaducts; iconic landscape with worldwide famed icons such as the Tamar 
bridges. The sea-coast is relatively undeveloped (cliffs/military sites) despite a 
coast road, Caswsand/Kingsand is the main settlements. 

5. Although the Tamar shore is a focus of urban settlement, it is markedly smaller 
in scale, and contained, in notable contrast to the scale and impact of the 
Plymouth shoreline; although the quality of much of the townscapes has been 
badly mutilated in the C20, this is still an area of important historic (mediaeval) 
places -Saltash, Trematon, Millbrook, St Stephens, St Germans; this ancient 
legacy is easy to overlook amid the grand parks, improved large farms 
(associated often with the estates), forts and  spreading towns. 

6. There are broad distinctions in character not necessarily fully reflected in the 
CSLCS boundaries.  

7. While the CSLCS gives a good overview of the character of these broad areas 
greater refinement from an HE point of view is required in dealing with site 
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specific proposals and issues. Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) gives a 
much finer grain of understanding and a much more focused estimation of 
archaeological potential, particularly in these fragmented landscapes which 
have seen much recent alteration, but may yet leave the underlying ancient 
patterns still discernible.  

Evidence base 

Generally the area outside the large ornamental parks is much understudied; this 
increases the importance of considering HLC revisions which give a better 
understanding of historic landscape and archaeological potential in these more 
complex areas. 

 Extensive Urban Surveys - Torpoint; Saltash. A link to these can be found at 
http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 AONB Management Plan See link at http://www.cornwall-
aonb.gov.uk/management-plan/climate-change-and-energy.html 

 Lynher Valley Historic Landscape Character study. The Cornwall & Scilly Historic 
Environment Record contains details of over 50,000 archaeological and 
historical sites, monuments, buildings, artefacts and landscapes. It can now be 
searched online via  the Heritage Gateway   For further information see 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=8528 . Many of the reports can 
be accessed as grey literature through the CC Intranet mapping pages and 
through the mapping link at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Tamar Estuary and Valleys project. For further information contact The Cornwall 
& Scilly Historic Environment Record which contains details of over 50,000 
archaeological and historical sites, monuments, buildings, artefacts and 
landscapes. It can now be searched online via  the Heritage Gateway    

 Garden/Park plans - Mount Edgecumbe. For further information contact The 
Cornwall & Scilly Historic Environment Record which contains details of over 
50,000 archaeological and historical sites, monuments, buildings, artefacts and 
landscapes. It can now be searched online via  the Heritage Gateway  

 Military Defences studies eg. Plymouth Forts , Scraesdon, Tregantle, 
Picklecombe 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation. See link at 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=22352 

Missing Evidence 

 Conservation Area appraisals 

 park & garden assessment 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation revision 

Threats 

 Development in and  around Saltash - potentially a major growth area; threats 
largely to landscape setting, development on skyline and merging with 
surrounding historic settlements 
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 threat of development spreading along Tamar shoreline 

 sea-level rise in this sensitive estuary location 

 lack of understanding of many creek side sites (quays, mills, military sites) 
around the outer limits 

 publicly-owned asset transfer (military sites; Mt Edgecumbe) 

Major Buildings at Risk  

 fortifications 

 Mount Edgecumbe 

 Port Elliot 

 Southdown Quay 

Projects 

  

Proposed projects depending on resources 

 Conservation Area  designations & appraisals 

 urban grant schemes (Torpoint; Saltash) 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation revision 

 Ports and harbours, quays and landing places etc. 

 Garden/ornamental landscape studies & management plans; wider ornamented 
landscapes - particularly in wake of sudden oak death  

 Council owned highway heritage assets 

 Cornish Character project to look at heritage assets and local distinctiveness 

  

 

 

 


