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FALMOUTH-PENRYN 

Historic environment character  

The visual and physical attributes for this Community Network Area (CNA) have been 
summarised within the Cornwall and isles of Scilly Landscape Character Study 
(CSLCS), incorporating parts of CA09, CA10, CA11 and CA13.  (See links at 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=19002 )   

This is a very diverse CNA. There are distinct sub-areas with differing historic 
character; the summary descriptions within the CSLCS give an acceptable broad-
brush analysis of historic character and landscape, but with the following caveats: 

1. It is crucial to recognise that the historic landscapes of the area are shared with 
neighbouring CNAs. Management decisions within these zones cannot be made 
in isolation without considering the effects on those adjoining areas 

2. the contrast between different areas is more noticeable than in many other 
CNAs - the contrast between the isolated quays and villages along the Helford, 
the distinctive open landscape of the Longdowns area with its major legacy of 
quarrying industry, the industrial villages and landscapes around Ponsanooth 
and Stithians (extensions of the Gwennap mining area), the maritime urban 
landscapes around Falmouth, or the rich farmland and ornamental landscapes 
of the Mylor/Enys peninsular are so great that, in historic environment terms, it 
would be difficult to have one-size-fits-all historic environment policies covering 
this CNA. 

3. A marked feature of much of the area is the preponderance of ornamental and 
ornamented landscapes; even here there is a contrast. Around Falmouth are 
small villas, associated gardens and ornamented landscape of pine planting, 
eye-catchers and shelter belts set in the farming landscape; around the Helford 
are the famous valley-gardens such as Trebah and Glendurgan, both these area 
have narrative history intimately connected to the Falmouth mercantile families. 
Perranarworthal-Mylor is dominated by larger parks and gardens enhanced by 
industrial wealth (e.g. Carclew). 

4. The long coastline, although varied between the creeks around Helford, and the 
more urban scene in Falmouth, Flushing and Penryn, has long been an 
important focus of activity - trade, fishing, stone export, lighthouses and rescue 
stations, tourism leisure, major port infrastructure The maritime infrastructure 
is second to none - piers, harbours, custom buildings, warehouse, port-related 
structures at Falmouth, dry-docks and ship yards. 

5. The importance of defence associated assets and landscapes (almost 
continuous since prehistoric times) is difficult to overstress; the inter-visibility 
of monuments and heritage assets, and of 'field of fire' means that views and 
vistas are of critical historic significance. The higher ground around the fringes 
of the CNA provides key vistas over wide areas, including the built-up estuaries, 
so that development can impact on a surprisingly wide distribution of historic 
assets and landscapes. The area is especially sensitive to ridge-line 
development (also affecting ornamental landscapes). 

6. This is an area of high quality urban environments - medieval Penryn is of 
exceptional importance in terms of its grain and the clarity of its historic 
topography, as well as standing buildings; Falmouth and Flushing are 
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exceptional for their C18-C19 legacy -urbane and wealthy; the gardens and 
enriched, ornamented landscapes stretching out to the Helford itself should be 
seen as part of the wider setting and context of Falmouth. 

7. While the CSLCS gives a good overview of the character of these broad areas 
greater refinement from an HE point of view is required in dealing with site 
specific proposals and issues. Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) gives a 
much finer grain of understanding and a much more focused estimation of 
archaeological potential.  

 For instance, the relativity ancient field and settlement patterns around 
Budock, Mylor and Constantine remain relatively unexplored and 
understudied areas, with extremely high archaeological potential based on 
the long time-depth associated with such Anciently Enclosed Land. 

 Greater understanding could be provided for the ornamental grounds, and 
the wider ornamented landscapes. 

Evidence base 

 Historic Industrial Settlement Surveys - Perranarworthal . A link to these can be 
found at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Conservation Area Appraisals/Statements – Falmouth; Penryn. A link to these 
can be found at http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=17377 

 Conservation Area Appraisal Management Plan – Falmouth 

 Extensive Urban Surveys - Falmouth; Penryn. A link to these can be found at 
http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Other Urban studies - HERS and THI reports for Falmouth; Penryn. A link to 
these can be found at  http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=17388 

 World Heritage Site Management Plan 2005-10. See link at  
http://www.cornish-mining.org.uk/pdf/downloads.htm 

 AONB Management Plan See link at  http://www.cornwall-
aonb.gov.uk/management-plan/climate-change-and-energy.html 

 Quarrying study by Colin Bristow for the Cornwall Council Minerals Team 

 HEATH Project: Goon, hal, cliff and croft: the archaeology and landscape history 
of west Cornwall’s rough ground by Peter Dudley & Managing the historic 
environment on west Cornwall’s rough ground. by Graeme Kirkham 

 Falmouth and Helford Estuary Audits- contact The Cornwall & Scilly Historic 
Environment Record contains details of over 50,000 archaeological and 
historical sites, monuments, buildings, artefacts and landscapes. It can now be 
searched online via  the Heritage Gateway   For further information see 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=8528. Many reports can be 
accessed as grey literature through the CC Intranet mapping pages and through 
the mapping link at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  
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 Numerous archaeological surveys of Pendennis Castle and headland military 
defences For further information contact The Cornwall & Scilly Historic 
Environment Record  Many reports can be accessed as grey literature through 
the CC Intranet mapping pages and through the mapping link at 
http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Industrial Surveys eg. Kennall Vale, Perran Foundry For further information 
contact The Cornwall & Scilly Historic Environment Record  Many reports can be 
accessed as grey literature through the CC Intranet mapping pages and through 
the mapping link at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Numerous archaeological investigations and excavations eg. Tremough 
Campus, Glasney College For further information contact The Cornwall & Scilly 
Historic Environment Record  Many reports can be accessed as grey literature 
through the CC Intranet mapping pages and through the mapping link at 
http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Historic Landscape Characterisation. See link at 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=22352  

 

 

Missing Evidence 

 Conservation Area appraisals - Flushing 

 analysis of garden histories and management issues 

 history and legacy of quarrying industry 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation HLC revision especially to improve 
understanding of estuarine historic character 

Threats 

 Sea level rise affecting the quays and harbours and scattered hards and slips 

 development pressures, particularly around Falmouth and Penryn 

Major Heritage at Risk  

 Perran Foundry 

 Carclew parkland 

 Enys 

 Kennal Vale 

 Merthen Quay 

Current Projects 

 Rapid Coastal Zone initiative 
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 Discovering the Extraordinary World Heritage Project 

  

Proposed projects depending on resources 

 Higher Level Stewardship schemes (HLS) schemes  

 Ports and Harbours project 

 Wider quays/landing places study -building on e.g. the Estuary audits -to look 
at management policies 

 recording of maritime features as part of Coastal zone assessment 

 Buildings at Risk management 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation revisions 

 History and survival of quarries and quarrying in area 

 Garden/ornamental landscape studies & management plans 

 Council owned highway heritage assets 

 Cornish Character project to look at heritage assets and local distinctiveness 

  

 


