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ST AGNES & PERRANPORTH 

Historic environment character  

The visual and physical attributes for this Community Network Area (CNA)  have been 
summarised within the Cornwall and isles of Scilly Landscape Character Study 
(CSLCS), incorporating the whole of CA12 and parts of CA11, CA14 and CA15. (See 
links at http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=19002 )   

The summary descriptions within the CSLCS give a broad-brush analysis of historic 
character and landscape, but with the following caveats: 

1. It is crucial to recognise that, apart from the immediate landscape of St Agnes 
Beacon, the historic landscapes of the area are shared with neighbouring CNAs. 
Management decisions within these zones cannot be made in isolation without 
considering the effects on those adjoining areas.  

2. There are broad distinctions between different historic landscapes: the south-
western half is dominated by industrial remains and improved farming, the 
agricultural lands between the coast and Truro are largely C19 intakes form an  
area formerly of broad open downland; in contrast, the agricultural landscape 
around St Newlyn East, although containing some industrial sites, is largely rich 
mediaeval field-scapes, enclosed and inward-looking, its antiquity illustrated by 
the Trerice complex, and with St Newlyn East church-town a notable feature in 
the landscape.  

3. The coastal zone here, exposed cliffs, deep valleys running inland, even to 
some extent the broad sand dunes north of Perranporth, is dominated by 
industrial remains and reshaped by mining activity; the built legacy of tourism 
has been added only in specific sites, especially around Perranporth, while 
military sites remain an important element along the coastal zone. 

4. St Agnes Beacon is a major landscape feature in broad views over much of 
Cornwall - it is also the focus of an extensive prehistoric landscape which also 
includes remnant landscapes partly covered by the Perran Sands. 

5. This is an area of good urban/village environments - often spreading along 
valleys, typified by industrial and vernacular buildings, St Agnes and Newlyn 
East in particular have recognisable historic cores of good townscape quality, 
Blackwater and Perranporth to a lesser extent. 

6. While the CSLCS gives a reasonable overview of the character of these broad 
areas, greater refinement from an HE point of view is required in dealing with 
site specific proposals and issues. The St Newlyn East area has been a pilot 
study for HLC revision and has revealed a greater complexity of field and 
settlement patterns and archaeological potential here based on the long time-
depth associated with such Anciently Enclosed Land. A similar study might 
reveal unexpected wealth of potential in the late-enclosed lands south of St 
Agnes. 

Evidence base 

 Historic Industrial Settlement Surveys - St Newlyn East; St Agnes. A link to 
these can be found at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  
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 Conservation Area Appraisals/Statements – Crantock. A link to these can be 
found at http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=17377 

 Conservation Area Appraisal Management Plan – Crantock. A link to these can 
be found at http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=17377 

 WHS Management plan 2005-10 See link at  http://www.cornish-
mining.org.uk/pdf/downloads.htm 

 AONB Management Plan. See link at http://www.cornwall-
aonb.gov.uk/management-plan/climate-change-and-energy.html 

 HEATH Project: Goon, hal, cliff and croft: the archaeology and landscape history 
of west Cornwall’s rough ground by Peter Dudley & Managing the historic 
environment on west Cornwall’s rough ground. by Graeme Kirkham 

 Industrial Surveys eg. Wheal Coates, Tywarnhayle, contact The Cornwall & 
Scilly Historic Environment Record which contains details of over 50,000 
archaeological and historical sites, monuments, buildings, artefacts and 
landscapes. It can now be searched online via  the Heritage Gateway   For 
further information see http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=8528 
Many reports can be accessed as grey literature through the CC Intranet 
mapping pages and through the mapping link at http://www.historic-
cornwall.org.uk/  

 Numerous Scheduled monument management Surveys: many designated sites 
have been survey as part of an ongoing programme of management works. 
Contact The Cornwall & Scilly Historic Environment Record  Many reports can be 
accessed as grey literature through the CC Intranet mapping pages and through 
the mapping link at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Landscape surveys eg. Trerice, archaeological and historic landscape survey, St 
Agnes Beacon, Penhale Sands, Mitchell-St Newlyn East pipeline excavations. 
Contact The Cornwall & Scilly Historic Environment Record  Many reports can be 
accessed as grey literature through the CC Intranet mapping pages and through 
the mapping link at http://www.historic-cornwall.org.uk/  

 Historic Landscape Characterisation. See link at 
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=22352 

Missing Evidence 

 Conservation Area  designations 

 Conservation Area  appraisals  

 History and appraisals of recently enclosed lands 

Threats 

 Sea level rise affecting the quays and harbours and scattered hards and slips 

 The contained character of these towns within the landscape is under threat  

Major Heritage at Risk  
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 Perranporth airfield 

 Engine house chimneys - e.g. around Porthtowan 

 Chapels 

Current Projects 

 Discovering the Extraordinary World Heritage Project 

 

Proposed projects depending on resources 

 Higher Level Stewardship schemes (HLS) schemes  

 Ports and Harbours project (remnant evidence at Trevaunance) 

 Recording of maritime features as part of South West Rapid Coastal Zone 
Assessment 

 Buildings at Risk management 

 Historic Landscape Characterisation revisions 

 Chapels, re-use and management study 

 World Heritage Site and engine houses  - policies for future management 

 Study to advise Cornwall Council asset transfer (County farms) 

 Council owned highway heritage assets 

 Cornish Character project to look at heritage assets and local distinctiveness 

  


